* _ . E - — R 9 
„er * . n „ 27 7 
2 4 ” "5 lg 514 ot EC Sa EIS 8 c WF 71 — 
* * 2 : K : 4 *. Is m— : 8 3 2 i * . . * 7 J . 8 
36, £ * EYED TE . * — * A 1 U 9 4 In . w_ 4 * 
9 5 . . c * x 
i . e 1 . | p Pole bx 59 % ; 
2 1 & 9 1 np . & 2 
/ . a , ö 5 4 4 ” * , 
X % / | 4 * * 4 * 9 3 ” 
% " * - # f L * 4 n : 
"a 4 ; 
N > 0 - þ 0 
* 1 n 0 * 4 N :, > W . * * 4 
1 * 7 70 * 1 n 
. : 8 4 "26S r + / y IE 
8 L & : 2 * p 
Pe 1 > * 
. — „ 6 
4 * . 
d * ” - 
4 4 of g 4 * 
* * 
* £ * * - 
. - ” * 
- - C 4 - 


ſe 
. . 
1 1 
Tues We g 
5 
THE \ 
” 


FEES 


WORKS 


. 


OF 


JAMES HERVEY, M. A. 


LATE RECTOR OF WESTON- FAVELL, 
IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 


1 


A NEW AND COMPLETE EDITION, 


IN SEVEN VOLUM 


* 5 - 
* 7 
: n L 
, 2 4 3 
E £42 vs 

52 . 

| „ 
. 

o . N 
0 ö 22 


4 


8 
# 
vo ry a 
8 5 


5 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR . AND c. RIVINGTON, NO 62, sr. PAUL'S CHURCH YARD, 


M DCC XCVII, 


- — * 
A 
© 
? 
* 
. 
# 
”- — — . es "T 
+ 1 % , 
4 EY _ * * -_ P 82 
5 5 


N 


w 
EY 
revs 
OI 
9 
* 
* 
* 
md 
. 
— 
— 
\ 
- * - 
1 - * LE 7 1 2 
2 ® — 1 
o 
** 
* 
. 


eL oy . : * * 7 

4 1 Vs 4 pey < 17 1 7 * 

— —— — — mY Y * * * * ( 
8 k 1 . N 1 

* * % —— o 1 — 
TP TAXA ye Try 
1 Fg: ; 4 4 F 

* . 


9 


* ' * 
4 
* 


„ „ . 


** 
. 1 1 
1 In 
1 # 
7 3 


„ 


CONTENTS. 


A Series of Letters to the Rev. John Ryland - 
I. On his Ilineſs —On the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


II. On the Righteouſneſs of OY Def _ 


e bis Writings = 
III. On Withus—The Plan of bis Theron and 
1 
IV. On peruſing his 0. Marſpall— 
| | Dr. Gill's Sermon 
V. On a Catalogue of Abe Dy. Owen's 5 
| Works — Myr. Fowler —tHis Vi S 
Sermon = 
VI. On Mr. Brine's 00. Mr. Hartley 5 
Sermon and Preface—His Work tran- 
Aated into Low Dutch - 
VII. On the Oath of God—On the Number if 
Copies of his Works to be printed—On 


a I 0 
© JV GG = G m&G 


4 


13 


declining further pony On Dr. 


| Criſp — 
VIII. Te Dialogue on Preaching—fHis Diffdenc 
of bine, 


IX. On bis being fully aloe — His Advice 93 


concerning the evangelical League 


X. On his Ip eakneſs and Inabiliiy— Corrections 


ſuggeſted - 
XI. On his Neglects as a 8 On 4 
firing his Writing to be correled - 
XII. On his Illneſs and Zanguor — - 


XIII. Remarks on James ii. 10. - 
| 8 


CONTENTS. 


6 


Pa 
XIV. On the Influence of the Body on the Mind— 3 
8 A Remark on Dr. Criſp — — 2 
XV. On Mr. Brine's Treatment by the a 
— Enquiries after Houbigant's Bible— 
| On the Reception of bis Writings = 30 
XVI. On an Oljection to his Writing. Remarks 
on Rom. vii. Critiques on his Theron 
+ We and Af afio = 2 31 
XVIL is troubled by his Tenant—On os Afferavce 5 
. "aith—Critigues on bis Works — 33 
XVIII. On various Subjects 5 36 
XX. Terentius Chriſtianus a = 
Boſton's Marrow. of modern Divinity 38 
XX. On correcting his Writings — 39 
XXI. On Mr. B——, Concerning Mr. We 1 40 
XXII. On Mr. White, and various Subjects — 41 
XXIII. On the Attack againſt him by Mr. We ley 43. 
XXIV. On the Aſſurance of Faith — — 44 
XXV. On correcting Mr. R 's Writings — 
Remarks on his Plan f Education — 46 
XXVI. On bis Illneſs and Languor = <_ 47 
XXVII. On going to Law += ITS 
XX VIII. Remarks on Rom. vii. - = 49 
XXIX. On bis Tllneſs —On various Subjefts - 
XXX. On preſenting bis Works — - $2 
XXXI. On correcting Mr. R 's Manuſcript 53 
XXXII. On the ſame  -— „„ „ 
XXXIII. On publiſhing his Sermons - ">. Pp 
XXXIV. On anfwering Mr. Mer - 58 
XXXV. On various Subjects — — 39 
XXXVI. On his Curate — Remarks on Mr. We 7 1 
„ — 60 
XXXVII. On Marſhall” 5 De@trine—IWhether Sin 
be an v infinite Offence - "of 
| RXXVIT. 


- CONTENTS. 


Letter 
XXXVIII. Various Publications on bis Theron 
and Aſpaſio 


XXXIX. On Mr. Goldney— On the ConduZ of 


his Workman — 


XL. On Mr. Weſtey's Objefions „ 
XLI. On his Correſpondence - 5 
XLII. On building bis Houſe — 


XLIII. Defiring his Opinion of an . in 


the 04-1 og the ers f 


Scripture 

XLIV. On bis Building The Critical 1 

ers His intended Reply to them > 
XLV. 0 his Criticiſms —Remarks on @ Mr. 
publiſhing Notes on Plays —Dr. 
; — Opinion on it On Dr. Owen 
XLVI. Remarks on the _—_— on Fenks's Medi- 
tations — — A 4 
XLVII. A Leiter of Thanks — - 
XLVIII. On various Subjects — 


XLIX. On bis Illneſs —Enguiry after Hubbard: 
L. On Zimmermannus—On reprinting * Vi — ; 


| tion Sermon - 
LI. On Mr. Doddridge's Diary -—< 
LII. On publi ing againſt the Reviewers —On 
Darin Subjects — 
LIII. On his Argument with Mr. S. - 
LIV. Remarks on Mr. Ryland”s — 
the Number of Copies printed On a 

Preface to the Dedication <- 
LV. Conſults Mr. R 

the Calumny which be laboured under 

LVI. On Mr. Ryland's Eſay on Faith—1s un- 

| determined as to publiſhing - 
LVI. On building his Houſe—On the Preachers 
Kemark on the Microſcope - = 


on the a | 


LVIII. 


94 


95 


CONTENTS. 
Letter 


— His Doubts about Mr. Dry s Apology— © 
Remarks on Mr. Goadby's Life of the 


King of the Beggars —On the Critical 


Reviewers—A young Clergyman — 


IX. On defending the Baptiſts in Converſation 
On various Books — 
LX. On various Subjeftts = — — 
LXI. On Neonomianiſm- Unmaſked = 5 
LXII. On the national Ill-Succeſs—Doubts con- 
cerning the Character of Mr. * 
LXIIl. On the ſtrange Conduct of Mr. 5 
LXIV. On the Sale of his Writings - — 


LXV. On Mr. S-n——"s Behaviour —On various 


Books . 5 - - 


| Letters to the Rev. Mr. Jobn Weſley ; containing 


An Anſwer to that Gentleman's Re- 
marks on Theron and Afpaſio = 
I. Occafion of thein—ImperfefFions of Style— 
Fuſtification particularly ſtated — Merits 
of 3 and Palfus _— 
ouſneſs = 

II. Cbriſt's Satisfaction explained—I ws of Be- 
lievers—Chrift's F OCR aha 6. 

and Decree - 
III. The Characteriſtic of the G ofpel—Satisfation 
for Sin required —Chriſt obtained abſo- 


lute Salvation I be Knowledge of Chriſt 


*-Accaptance with C- Obedience - 


Page 


97 


100 
101 


102 


103 
104 
106 


10 7 


109 


139 


151 


168 


IV. How 


CONTENTS. 


IV. How the Law is eftabliſhed by the Goſpel— 
The Perfection of the Law—Fuſtifica- 
tion complete. — Mans Ri ghtconfneſ f 
no Avail  - 

V. On Mr. Weſley's oper Faich-—Obediins 

VI. Final Perſeverance—Love of God—Poſſibility 
of Salvation — Repentance — Faith— 
Salvation not on Conditions - 

VIL Danger of Errors in fundamental n 
The Character of David vindicated.— In 
what Senſe the Righteous finneth not— 
The Demands of the Law—The — 

| ouſneſs of Chrift - 
VIII. Fuftification—Chrift's fulſuling jbe Lia 
| God's Unchangeableneſs—The Righte- 
_ ouſneſs of Chriſt—The Demands of the 
Law The divine Covenant — 
IX. The New Covenan.— Free Grace Antinomi- 


aniſm—Chrift the Surety of a better 


Covenant—Predeſtination—Man's Im- 
perfection — Baratier — Freedom from 


Sin—Penial Sin—Imputed Righteouſneſs 
X. Remarks on ſeveral Texts of Scripture Im- 


 puted Righteouſneſs —Bengelius and St. 


| Auſtin's Remark — St. Chrye * — | 


Chriſtian Liberty - 

XI, Liberty of Righteonfueſs— Puritans —The 
Benefits from Chriſt s Righteouſneſs — 
The Excellency of it—Perſeverance— 
Abraham's Condutt—The divine Sove- 
 reignty—The Glory of Grace - 


289 - | 


329 


375 


A SERIES 


— 


— 2-8 
ä — 


2 Porn bt 


- — — LENS —_ 
—— — GAA 5 


Oy 4 (pts eee 


n 


— — 


— — 0. oy ooo 
— —ä——3— äũ— —— — — — 
U «„ SLY 


— —— 


———— — — 


8 — 2 — 


— 
—— 


page”? 


* 


* 


4 . BS Ye ER ore > 
- > 10 I 


e 


— = ” 82 
—— — Kaas 


- 


SERIES or LETTERS 
Rev. JAMES HERVEY, N. A. 


Rev. JOHN RYLAND, M.A. 


CONTAINING 


SIX YEAR's CORRESPONDENCE BEFORE HIS DEATH, 


WHICH HAPPENED 


DECEMBER 25, 1758. - 


Vol. IV. B 


r 


ee ene 


. - , 
— 2 —— — ate 


— 


„ 


— — —ů— — — 


— Done 


©: rms. aw 


— —L40 
— gy — — 


PP 


— — 


r 


———— — 


2 


— ͤũ· 


rr 


. 


SERIES or LETTERS. 


LETTER: I. 
On bis Ine On the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 


Meſton- Favel, Dec. 2, 1752. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 


I AM aſhamed to We but acknowled ge 1 
muſt, that I received your firſt Favour by the Newſ- 
man. . I was then very buſy (at thoſe Intervals of Time 
when I was capable of Application) in preparing for the. 
Prefs © An Anſwer to Lord Bolingbroke's Animad- 
verſions on the Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament.” In 
Behalf of which Attempt, I intreat an Intereſt in your 
Prayers to God, that it may be accompanied with his 
Bleſſing, and may advance the Honour of his Word, 
Since that, I have been ſeized by a ſwelled Face and a 
Fever, which has confined me to my Chamber, and. 
delivered me over to the Phyſician. Being always ſo 
extremely weak, and often quite ill, I am diſcouraged 
from undertaking either Correſpondence or Buſineſs. 
How can ſuch an Invalid hope for Spirits to anſwer the. 
one, or for Strength to diſpatch the other? This is my 
Caſe; or elſe I ſhould, with real Delight, embrace your 
Propoſal. Nothing could be more agreeable, than a 
free epiſtolary Intercourſe, on the Glories, the Merits, 
and the Love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But I am really 
become like a broken Veſſel; and cannot engage to furniſh 


out my * Your Friend's Mind was always a pe- 
B 2 nurious, 


J LETTERS TO MR. RYLAND. 


nurious, and now is an exhauſted Soil—can give Birth 
to nothing that is worthy of the Subject, or worthy of 
your Peruſal. 

I defire to bleſs the God of all Power, and the God 
of free Grace, if he has been pleaſed to make my feeble 
Miniſtry in any Degree edifying to any of your Friends. 
May the Perſon you hint at, increaſe with the Increaſe 
of God; be ſealed unto the Day of Redemption; and 
though I know not the Name, have a ſweet Aſſurance, 
that his or her Name 1s written in the Lamb's Book of 
Life My cordial Salutation and good Wiſhes wait on 
Mr. Medley. May He that walketh amidſt the golden 
Cancdleſticks, and has the ſeven Spirits of God, proſper 

your united Labours; that you may train up many, 

many Youths, for a Life of diſtinguiſned Holineſs, and 
extenſive Uſefulneſs, in the World below, and for a 
Life of conſummate Happineſs and everlaſting Glory 
in the Manſions above! 

I wiſh you would favour me with your Thoughts « con- 
cerning the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt's Life: its Excel- 
lency and Perfection: that Righteouſneſs, I mean, 
which was antecedent to his atoning Death, and con- 
ſiſted in his Obedience to the whole moral Law; I will 
then ſend you the Neſult of my Meditations on the ſame 
Subject: to be partly confirmed; partly improved, by 
your's. Though I have forbore writing, I have taken 
every Opportunity to inquire after you. I have always 
profeſſed a moſt affectionate Eſteem for you; and have 
often made Mention of you at our heavenly Father's 
Throne; which not only has been, but will continue to 
be, the n Practice of, | 


Dear Sir, | < 

Your ſincere Friend, 

and Brother in Chriſt, 

4 -James HERVERV. 
LE T- 


* 2 SE bes — YU 2 
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LETTER. 


On the Ri ghteouſneſs of Chrift—The Dofgn of his 
Writings. 


2 We n-#Favel, Jan. 6, 1753. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 150 7 g 
I AM truly obliged, and ſincerely chankfuk for your 

laſt Letter. The Speed and the Weight of your 
Anſwer render it a double Favour. I fee it is dated 
Dec. the 13th; but I received it not till laſt Sunday 
Evening, when it refreſhed my Spirits, after they had 
been exhauſted, delightfully exhauſted, by preac 
Jeſus Chriſt. From .which Circumſtance, you 
perceive, it was impoſſible for me to acknowledge your 
Kindneſs ſooner. | 

Herewith I ſend you, according to my Promiſe, a 
few Thoughts on the noble Subject which you have 
confidered, with an Energy which, I hope, will ſtrike 
me, on every repeated Peruſal; and with a Propriety, 
in which J can find nothing to be altered, unleſs it 
be its Brevity. Do not grudge your Paper, my dear 
Friend, when you pour out your Sentiments on ſuch a 
Topic. 18 

My Manuſcript is part of a pretty jarge Work, 
which, amidſt great Infirmities of Body and Mind, I 
have been meditating. : Let me beſeech you to read it; 
not with the Partiality of a Friend, but the Severity of 
a Critic; and let me hope; let me promiſe myſelf, to 
receive it again, improved and enriched. by your free 
Corrections. 

The whole Work, if the Father of Lights ſhould 
vouchſafe Ability to finiſh it, will conſiſt partly of 


Dialogues, and partly of Letters: to treat of thoſe grand 


"2 | Doctrines 


— — — 
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Doctrines of Chriſtianity, which are of univerſal Con- 
cernment, and of the laſt Importance; ſuch as the Fall 
of Man in Adam; the Depravity of our Nature; the 
Atonement of Chriſt's Death; the Imputation of his 
Righteouſneſs; (this is to be conſidered very diſtinctly 
and copiouſly) the Sanctification of our Nature, &c. 
To be interſperſed with ſome eaſy but improving 
Strictures of natural Philoſophy, and to be decorated 
with ſome N 1 but edilying Pictures, of rural 


Nature. 
J intreat you to obſerve, on a ſeparate Paper, what 


is redundant, and ought to be retrenched—what is defi- 


cient, and wants to be ſupplied—what is obſcure, and 


needs to be cleared up—what is weak, and ſhould be 
ſtrengthened low, and ſhould be elevated, I rejoice 
to find, that my Sentiments ſo exactly coincide with 


your's. I ſhall often beſeech Him, in whom are hid 


all the Treaſures of Wiſdom, to give you all Knowledge 


and Utterance. And I humbly requeſt the lame 


Exerciſe of Benevolence in Behalf of, 


Dear Sir, 


Tour truly affectionate Brother, 
in Jeſus Chriſt, 5 
James Hexvev. 


P. S. I am obliged for your candid Approbation of 
Remarks on Lord Bolingbroke. Accompany them, 


dear Sir, with your Prayers: then, perhaps, though 


they touch the Argument but iuperically, they may, 


be made to penetrate roche Hearts, 


LET. 


—_ rt. ns id 
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LETTER: ur. 
On Witfius—The Plan of bis Theron and Afpafoo. 


. Wftin- Favel, Feb. 3, 1753. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, | | 


Received your obliging Letter, and very valuable 
Preſent of Witſius, which I ſhall thankfully keep as 
2 Monument of your Friendſhip, and attentively ſtudy 
as a Magazine of evangelical Wiſdom. May the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt transfuſe the precious Truths from the 
Writer's Pen, to the Reader's Heart !—I had ſeen this 


Treatiſe before; but it was at a Time when my Spirits 


were ſunk to a very low Ebb, and I had but little Reliſn 
even for the moſt excellent Things. 

I rejoice, and ſhall be encouraged to —— in my 
Work, if you really approve thoſe little Sketches; but 
I hope, and I earneſtly beg, that you will beſtow upon 
them your free Corrections. My Piece is as yet only in 
Embryo. Will you, dear Sir, contribute your Aſſiſt- 
ance to ripen the Deſign, and bring it to the Birth? 
With this View, I ſend you my four firſt Dialogues: 
they are very incorrect, and ſhamefully blotted: the 
firſt Fault, your Pen will mend; the ſecond, your Can- 
dour will excuſe. But inſtead of making any more 
Apologies, or making any other Requeſts, give me 
Leave to lay before you a Plan of the whole Scheme. 

Aſter the four firſt Conferences, Theron and Aſpaſio 


enter upon the Subject of our Lord's active Righteouſ- 


neſs. Objections from Reaſon, from Scripture, are 
conſidered The abſolute Perfection of the divine Law, 


and conſummate Holineſs of the Divine Majeſty Sin- 


cere Obedience, inſufficient for our Juſtification The 


End of the Law, to convince of Sin, and hring to 


B4 - Chriſt— 
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Chriſt=Some other Objections urged and anſwered.— 
The Corruption of our Nature; firſt proved from 
Scripture, then diſplayed from Experience. Between 
which, to relieve the Reader, 1s introduced a Dialogue 
on the wonderful Structure of the Human Body. The 
whole ſummed up Our Friends part, but agree to 
correſpond— Theron more attentively obſerving his 
Heart and Life, comparing both with the divine Law, 
is convinced of his great Guilt and total Deficiency— 
Begins to acknowledge the Neceſlity of a better Righte- 
ouſneſs than his own—Deſires to ſee what can be al- 
ledged for the Support of this Doctrine, which occa- 
fions ſome Letters from Aſpaſio; wherein the Point is 
proved from our Articles and Homilies; from the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament ; from the 
Writings of our moſt eminent Divines—The Excel- 
lency of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs diſplayed, both from its 
matchleſs Perfection, and from the Dignity of his 
Perſon—A Letter or two from Theron, by way of 
carrying on the Intercourſe relating to the Wonders of 
Creation, and the Goodneſs of the Creator ; not with- 
out ſome Views to the main Subje&t—The Influence of 
Righteouſneſs, on moral Virtue and evangelical Holi- 
neſs—Our Friends brought together - again—Theron, 
under diſcouraging Impreſſions, thinks ſo glorious a 
Righteouſneſs can never be intended for ſo grievous a 
Sinner—The Freeneſs of Grace, and of the Gift of 
Righteouſneſs—A Diſcourſe on Faith, by which we are 
intereſted in our Lord's Obedience—The precious and 
delightful Uſe to be made of this Righteouſneſ— 
Thereon relapſes into Sins of Infirmity—his Faith is 
ſhaken—Supports proper for ſuch a State—A Diſ- 
courſe or two on Sanctification; its Nature; its Prin- 
ciples; its Progreſs—Aſpaſio, ſeized with a ſudden 
Illneſs the Manner of his Death—the laſt Enemy con- 
quered, and the Believer departing, with Hopes full of 
Immortality. | 


15 75 This 
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This is the Platform. —If you approve the Deſign, 
I hope youwill recommend it in Prayer to the Father 


of Mercies, and Fountain of Wiſdom. If any Thing 


occurs which may be proper to fill up theſe Outlines, 
and complete the Work, I promiſe myſelf you will be 
ſo kind as to communicate. 

Haye you ſeen a Treatiſe, intitled “ The Goſpel 
Myſtery of Sanctification?“ If you have met with it, 
pleaſe to favour me with your Opinion of it. What 
muſt I defire you to accept by Way of Return for your 
Preſent? I have nothing but my Meditations : thoſe 
are old and ſtale ; but ſuch as they are, let them ſtand 
in your Study as a Memorial of that . Place 
which * have in the Heart of, 


Dear Sir, | 
Your truly affectionate, 
And obliged Friend and Brother, 
Jams HERvEy. 


P. S. I am aſhamed to ſend ſuch Patch-work Manu- 
ſcripts; but methinks I would not tranſcribe them till 
they are enriched by your and your Aſſiſtant's Re- 
marks, 


— 
LETTER IV. 


On felt bis Writings —On Marſpall—Dr. Gill's 
Sermon. 


| Maſton-Favel, March 17, 1753. 
My gear Friend, = | 5 


ALSO received your obliging Letter, after I had 


been preaching ; preaching upon thoſe important 


ww of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, J ohn xvi. 8—1 1. 
O that 


£0 LETTERS TO MR. RYLAND. 
O that J had ſpoken leſs unworthily of the facred Sub- 


ject, and not ſullied the Glory, nor enervar the Power, 


of the everlaſting Goſpel ! But the Maſter whom we 
ſerve, can make his Strength perfect in Weakneſs : 
can make the Voice of ſtammering Lips become the 


Power of God unto Salvation. May his good Spirit 
be with us, and his good Hand be upon us, when we 


fudy his Word, and publiſh his Grace! 
I thank you for taking the Trouble of perufing my 


very imperfect Manuſcripts; and I defire Mr. Medley 


to accept my very grateful Acknowledgments for the 

improving Remarks he has made. I beg of him to 
xk to uſe the ſame kind Severity with the other 
Sketches; and render them, if poſſible, fit for public 
View meet for the Maſter's Uſe. I am ſenſible the 
Pointing is inaccurate, and ſhall be much obliged for 
every Correction in this Particular. It will be no leſs 
beneficial to my Piece, if he pleaſes to make free Uſe 
of the pruning Knife. Prolixity upon fuch a Subject 


will infallibly create Diſguſt, eſpecially with the Polite; 


for whoſe Peruſal, and whoſe Service, I would with 


my Attempt was properly calculated. 


J do not pretend, nor i indeed do I wiſh, to write one 
new Truth. The utmoſt of my Aim is, to repreſent 
old Doctrines in a pleaſing Light, and en them in a 


faſhionable or gentee] Manner. 


If it is not too late, I would deſire to be in the 
Number of the Subſcribers to the Work which Mr. 
Medley has corrected for the Preſs, Did I enquire 
whether you have ſeen a Piece intitled, The Goſpel 
Myſtery of Sandtificacion ?” I intended to aſk this 
Queſtion, but as I find nothing in any of your Letterg 


relating to it, J am inclined to think I forgot to ex- 


ecute my Deſign. My beſt Thanks for your kind 
Offer of Dr. Gill's curious and valuable Sermon; but 
as I have it alrcady, you will not be diſpleaſed, if | 

take 
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rake the Liberty to return it, when a conyenient Op- 
pre preſents itſelf. I have the Pleaſure of know- 

g the Author, and I hope the Benefit of being in- 
roſie in his Prayers. When I was at London, he 
was ſo friendly as to viſit me at my Brother's, (who 
lives not far from the Doctor's) and ahyays left me 
wiſer; and J am ſure it was not owing to his Incapa- 
city or Negligence, if I was not better. If you know, 
or happen to meet with any Books, particularly excel- 


lent and uſcful, I ſhould own myſelf obliged by your 


Recommendation of them. And I promiſe myſelf you 
will not ceaſe to commend, to the 1 Mercies of 
God, your very weak, but 


Truly affectionate Brother in Chriſt, 
JAuxs HERVEY. 


P.S. My moſt cordial Sduration waits upon Mr, 


Medley, 


o_ « 
' 


LEE EER V. 


O 4 Catalogue of Autbors— Dr. o Worts Mr. 


Fowler —Ilis Viſitation Sermon. 


| Maſton, April 21, 1753. 
My dear Friend, „ 
| fa how many Reſpects am I obliged to you; obliged 
to you for your affectionate Letter; for your edi- 
fying Meditation, and for Mr. Fowler's truly valuable 
Book : for all which, accept the poor, but cen Re- 
turn of my Thanks. 
I hope Mr. Medley will not diſcontinue his 1 
of Criticiſm and of Love; but proceed to poliſn thoſe 


5 rude Sketches ; for which Service I ſhall be bound to 


with 
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wiſh that he himſelf may be a poliſhed Shaft in our 
divine Redeemer's Quiver. 


I ſhall be glad to receive the Catalogue of fele& 
Authors, which you mention; for I aſſure you, I am 
not ſo well acquainted with excellent Writers as your 
Candor may imagine. Be pleaſed to mark thoſe which 
you think more particularly worthy of Recommenda- 
tion; and if a Deſcription of their Character and diſ- 
tinguiſhing Excellencies ſhould flow readily into your 
Pen, a few Strictures of this Kind would be highly 
welcome. Your Sentiments, with relation to Marſhall, 
have excited this Wiſh; from which you will learn, 
without my particularizing it, how well I like them. 


If I read Dr. Owen's Works, I ſhould prefer your 
Books, for that very Reaſon which you mention as a 
Diſparagement. The Manuſcript marginal Notes will 
be entertaining, inſtructive; and will, in a pleaſing 
Manner, quicken and keep up my Attention ; for I 

muſt confeſs to you, that in-peruſing a long Compo- 
ſition, my Spirits are always languid, flag, ſink, are 
exhauſted. 

I admire Mt. Fowler, among other Excellencies, for 
reducing his Treatiſe ro ſo moderate a Compaſs. I 
with ſome judicious Hand would give us the Quinteſ- 
ſence of Dr. Owen's Works, each in a Size ſo portable, 
both for the Pocket and the Memory: I really think 
it would be one of the moſt ſubſtantial Acts of Service 
which a Scholar and a Divine could perform for the 
preſent Age. Do you approve this Ne! ? If bo, 
ſuppoſe you think of executing it. 

cannot ſay that J am much verſed in Dr. Owen's 
Writings. I once ſet about reading his Expoſition of 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; but his Diſſertations and 
Annotations were fo exceſſively Prolix, that I could 
by no Means retain them in my Mind. —The glorious 
and delightful Subje& of Union with our exalted. _ | 
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Chriſt Jeſus, will be conſidered in the Proceſs of theſe 
Eſſays. O! for an Unction from the Holy One, to 


teach us all Things, that are moſt expedient for us to 


wr ite, and for others to know! 


When your ſweet Meditation upon Gal. vi. 14. 
came to my Hand, I was conſidering about a proper 
Text for a Sermon to be preached before the Clergy at 


our approaching Viſitation; and I can recolle& none 


that pleaſes me ſo much as, © God forbid,” 8&c. You 


will excuſe me, if I take the Liberty to enrich my 


Diſcourſe with ſome of your Hints; and pray for me, 


dear Sir, I beſeech you, that I may open my Mouth 
boldly, and declare the Truth. as it is in Jeſus. Your 


Heart 1s made for F riendſhip. Though mine is much 
leſs warm and tender, it has, I aſſure you, a very warm 
and tender Regard for Mr. Ryland: to hear from him, 
will always be eſteemed a Favour: ta hear of his Hap- 
pineſs, will always be enjoyed as a Pleaſure by, 


Dear Sir, 
Your truly affectionate Brother 
In our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
James Hervey. 


P. 8. My cordial Compliments wait on * Medley. 


— 

| LE FE @® R VI. 

On Mr. Brine's Letter. On Mr. Hartley s Sermon and 
Preface. His Work tranſlated into Low Dutch. 


 Wiflon, May 4, 1754. 
M 45 F riend, ; ; 


WIr. ieee I received, and with Delight I 


peruſed, Mr. Brine's judicious Letter. . As God 
has given him a clear Head, and a warm Heart, T hope 
| he 
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he will give a ſingular Blefling to the Produce of both. 
May he alſo enable me ſo to connect and interweave 
theſe ſublime Sentiments, with my- own ſuperficial 
Notions, that they may appear, not like Pieces of Velvet 
tacked on Fuſtian, but like beautiful Bloſſoms growing 
out of the Tree. 


Pray let me have your Thoughts upon OY Subject. 
Yours are more ſuitable to my Taſte, and (if I do not 
greatly miſtake) will be moſt acceptable to the Public. 
Light is good, and Heat is good; but the two in 12 

junction are better than either ſeparate. | 

You aſk for Letter I. and Letter VI. I fine you | 
mean Letter V. becauſe that is one of the moſt im- 
portant, and Letter VI. is rather a Digreſſion of the 
entertaining and ornamental Kind, than an eſſential Part 
of the Subject; however, that I may not diſappoint, 
J have tranſmitted both. Be critical, be ſevere, be caſ- 
tigatory, in peruſing them; and, if divine Providence 
enables me to publiſh, and vouchſafe me Succeſs, I will 
furniſh, out of my Profits, the Poor of your Congre- 
gation with Bibles. 

My good Friend and pious Brother, Hartley, has 
juſt publiſhed a Volume of Sermons. He is a Friend 
to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; but ſo far as it is formed 
in our Hearts, he does not like the Doctrine of im- 
puted Righteouſneſs ; and faid, at Lady Huntingdon's, 
from the Sincerity and Impartiality of his Zeal, that it 
would be better to have my intended Work ſuppreſſed, 

than publiſhed. This I was told under the Roſe; and 

this I ſpeak only inter nos. He has given us a very 
long Preface concerning Religion, Enthufiaſm, &c. 
He ſpeaks highly of Mr. Law's Works; and among 
other Things ſays, He has refuted that irreverent, but 
common Notion, of the Divine Majeſty's being actuated 
by a Spirit of vindictive Wrath, in his Proceedings 
againſt fallen Man,” If you chooſe to ſee the Ser- 


mons, 
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mons, they ſhall compoſe, or be a Part of my next 
Packet: It is a five Shilling Volume. My Bookſeller 
tells me it is impoſſible to comprize my Eſſay in leſs 
chat three Volumes of the Meditation Size. It is much 


' againſt my Inclination to exceed the Quantity of twa 


Volumes; but I believe I muſt ſubmit, or elſe we 
ſhall cramp the Deſign, and mutilate the Plan..4 
heartily wiſh my Brother Hartley's Sermons may be 
accompanied with an abundant Bleſſing, and bring much 
Honour to our crucified Lord. And I deſire to thank 
his holy Name, for the Acceptance which he has been 


| pleaſed to give unto my weak Attempts. The other 


Day I was agreeably ſurpriſed with a Preſent from 
Amſterdam ; a Tranflation of my firſt Volume into 
Low Dutch; very handſomely printed in large Octavo, 
and ornamented with eight lively and expreſſive Prints. 
It is now in two Languages. O! that a double Portion 
of divine Benediction may attend it! and more than a 
double Portion reſt upon my dear Brother at Warwick, 
and all the Undertakers, for the Honour and Intereſt 
of him who was dead, but is alive for evermore. I 
have given my laſt Orders with Relation to printing 
the Schedule of Promiſes ; but perhaps ſhall not have 
it in my Power to perform my Engagement, till I pur 
them into your Hand at Weſton, The Expectation of 
which is pleaſing; but let it not ſuperſede the Pleaſurg 


of hearing from you again. 
James HERVET. 
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On the Oath of God.—On the Number of Copies of bis 
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LE T TER VII 


Works to be printed On decli ning further Contro- 
verſy.—On Dr. Cri 2 
Weſton, vu 8, 1754. 


* dear Friend, 


Received your printed Letter from London, and 
ſnould have been glad to receive the Author at 


Weſton, Though diſappointed of this Pleaſure, I hope, 
through the new and living Way conſecrated for us, 


to meet in a calmer Place than the Shades of Weſton, 


and in a grander Place than the Streets of London. 
Did you ſhew your Deſcant upon the Oath of God 
to. Dr. Gill and Mr. Brine ? Did it receive the Ap- 
probation of thoſe Maſter Builders in Iſrael? Of each 


of whom we may ſay, in an inferior Degree, what was 


ſaid in the moſt exalted Senſe of their divine Lord, 


Iſai. xi. 3. Do not you think our Tranſlation has 
| happily enough expreſſed the fine Metaphor contained 


in the Original? Or, can you ſuggeſt a better Render- 
ing, than * ſhall make him of quick Underſtanding 1 in 
the Fear of the Lord?“ 

I preſume this will find you at Warwick; and I truſt 
will find you ſafe, living together with your Family, 
under the Defence of the Moſt High, and abiding 


under the Shadow of the Almighty. I ſend this Ticket, 


principally to beg the Favour of you to tranſcribe the 
Subjects, or Heads of Mr. Hervey's Dialogues and 
Letters. He himſelf has miſlaid and cannot recover 
them. It will fave him a little Trouble, if you will 
ſend him a Copy. 

I have had my Bookſeller's Opinion with Relation to 
the Number of Copies proper to be printed, at which 
I am ſomewhat ſurpriſed, and muſt deſire your Advice. 

2 He 
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He fays, 5000 in ſmall, and 750 in large Octavo. To 
this I have ſome Objections. In the firſt Place, the 
Sale of ſuch a prodigious Quantity, cannot but be 
hazardous, though I muſt confeſs I have no Reaſon to 
diſtruſt the Goodneſs of that over-ruling Providence, 
to which I would humbly aſcribe the Acceptance of a 
preceding Eſſay. This Scruple, therefore, ſhall be ſet 
alide. But what think you of the following Conſider- 
ation? Errors and Weakneſſes, if ſuch a Number be 
rinted at once, may never be corrected. Whereas, if 
we publiſh. half the propoſed Number, and a ſecond 
Edition is demanded, there may be an Opportunity of 
correcting Miſtakes, and retouching Inaccuracies. 

May I not hope to receive a few Hints for a Preface, 
in which I am adviſed to declare, that it is my firm Re- 
ſolution to enter no farther into the Controverſy? With 
this View, that in caſe the Doctrines are attacked, other 
and abler Champions may ſee a clear Stage for their 


Entrance. 


I am in Poſſeſſion of Dr. Criſp; the Lord Jeſus, who 
is our Wiſdom, ſanctify my Reading; and make it, like 
the Milk collected in the Mother's Breaſt, a little Re- 
ſervoir for the ſpiritual Nouriſhment of his People. 

An Account of the Obſervables which you met with 
at our Metropolis, either in your own Preaching and 
Converſation, or in the Works and Sentiments of the 
Learned, will be very acceptable to, 


Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate Brother, 
James HERE. 
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ab E-T-T B &:-VHE 
The Dials gue on Preaching—His Diffidence of himſelf. 


Weſton ** 55 1754. 
My dear Friend, ; | 


1 Congratulate you and Mrs. Ryland, on your ſafe 
Return to Warwick. May the Seed which you have 
left behind you, grow and proſper! and may the Ground 
before you, be like the Harveſt of the ſixth Year in 
Iſrael, doubly fruitful ! 

I am indebted to you for two Letters, and as many 
Parcels. — Mather's Chriſtian Philoſopher, you are 
pleaſed to fay, is my own. In ſuch a Senſe it is mine, 
as the Flowers in my Garden belong to the Bees. My 
Property is like theirs: may my Improvement alſo be 
like theirs ! — The manuſcript Letters ſent by Mr. 
Wallin contain an Inftance of true Heroiſm. I would 
ſay as I read, | | 

« Sic mihi c 0 vivere, f 2 mori. 


Mr. Keith has ſent me, by your Order, the Dia- 
logue on Preaching, and Blackmore's Eſſay on the ſame 


Subject. The Former I have in my Study already: 


it is full of fine Words, and pleaſes in the Reading. 
But I don't know how, the Benefit vaniſhes with the 
Peruſal; the Improvement is ſenſibly loſt. O that this 
may not be the Caſe with my Eſſays! Rather let them 
be © as a Nail faſtened in a ſure Place!“ Would you 
think it? Directions about Preaching, rather diſcourage 
than profit me. They fetch from my Breaſt, that 
deſponding Confeſſion. | 
Cupidum, frater, optime, vires defiunt. 
The Lord Jeſus ſtrengthen my Weakneſs! You 


ſhould not have put down my Name inthe Lift of the 
4 evan- 
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evangelical League; ſome Men have Atlantean Shoul- 
ders, and can execute any Thing; may undertake al- 
moſt every Thing :—your Friend is a Dwarf and a 
Cripple. And who would invite ſuch a One into fo ar- 


duous a Service? However, I muſt not think of en- 
gaging in any new Work, till Theron and Aſpaſio's Af- 
fairs are got off my Hands. How my Heart trembles, 
leſt I ſhould fail in this Attempt, and betray my divine 


Maſter's Cauſe, to the Inſults of his Enemies ! Lord, I 
am intimidated ; undertake it for me !-—This Week 
came a Letter from Dr. S , that breathed the Chrifſ- 
tian, and ſpoke the Gentleman: be ſo good as to make 
my grateful Acknowledgments to him and Mr. Wallin. 
I ſhall take your Advice, with relation to the Num- 
ber of Copies — Will it be proper to introduce the Work 
with a Dedication ?—Herewith are returned Mr. Hur- 
rion's Works; and they are accompanied with one Ma- 
nuſcript which you have not ſeen. Pray examine it; 
correct its Sentiments, and poliſh its Style; and when- 
ever you publiſh, may your Works be © as poliſhed 
Shafts,” in the victorious Redeemer” 8 Quiver! 


I am, dear Sir; 
| Your truly affectionate Brother, in Chriſt, 


James Hervey. 
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LETTER IK. 


On bis being fully employed. His Advice concernin ** the 
evangelical League. 


* 


W: * 4 17, 1754. 

PA dear Friend, e 

HIS Week I received both your Letters, and both 

your Parcels, and as from every ſuch Favour I 

receive Pleaſure, and hope to reap nn it is but 
Juſt, that J return my Thanks. 

I wonder how you, who have heard my ſtammering 
Voice, and ſeen my withered Arm, could think of en- 
liſting ſuch a Cripple in your Service. If I was perfectly 
at Leiſure, I durſt not undertake to furniſh out any 
ſtated periodical Compoſition for the Public. The Lan- 
guor of my Conſtitution is ſo great, and the Failure of 
my Spirits ſo frequent, that whatever I attempt of this 
Kind, muſt be attempted—not at ſuch an Hour, or ſuch 


a Week; but whenever a lucid and lively Interval re- 


turns. 

At preſent, my Hands, amidſt all their Weakneſs, 
are ſo full of Employ, that I have not Time or Ability 
to pay the indiſpenſable Debt of Gratitude and Friend- 
ſhip due to my.Correſpondents. Letters both of Be- 
nevolence and of Piety, I am obliged to lay by un- 
anſwered ; being embarked in an Affair that requires 
all, more than all, my Application; and thinking it 
my Duty to be, till it is finiſhed, Zotus in illo. 

* Give me Leave alſo to hint, that I cannot perſuade 
myſelf to approve of every Thing in your Propoſals. 
The Execution of them is likely to be premature. 


Might I offer my Opinion, I would humbly adviſe, that 


you delay the Publication of your Eſſays for a con- 


Ederable Space, till each Member of the Society has 
a Stock 


— 


te | 
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a Stock of Materials digeſted, compleated, and ready 
to form his Quota, otherwiſe, unexpected Avocations 
may break in upon the Time which he intends to allot 
for his Compoſitions: may oblige him to write when 
his Spirits are dull, and his Thoughts ſtagnate; by 
which Means, what he writes may fall very ſhort of 
what is required in your fifth Article. 

Further. I would ſtrongly remonſtrate againſt Ar- 
ticle the Third. My Vote 1s, not barely that it be al- 
tered, but intirely reverſed. Ir ſhould be a ſtanding 
invariable Rule, that Nothing be diſmiſſed from the 
Pen; Nothing be committed to the Preſs, but what 
has undergone the Examination, and received the Cor- 


rection of every Member; otherwiſe the principal End, 
and higheſt Advantage of an Aſſociation, are loſt, | 


When you quote my Letter, you quite miſtake my 
Meaning. I ſpoke of writing, not with all poſſible 
Energy of Thought, and all the Fire and Force of Dic- . 
tion; but as Luther ſome where expreſſes himſelf, 
Trivialiter, vulgariter, and Ad captum populi, _ 

I keep your Eſſay; becauſe I would not only ad- 
viſe, but earneſtly intreat you to take Time, Beware of 


being precipitate ; your lively Imagination wants the 


Curb, almoſt as 1 as my phlegmatic Temper the 
Spur. | 
See how freely 1 ſpeak my Mind, Act the ſame 
Part with me; tell me as plainly of my Errors: cor- 
rect the Faults of my Conduct, and of my Writings; 
for how much better is it to be chaſtiſed with Tender- 
neſs by a Friend, than'to be wounded and inſulted by an 
Enemy! My poor Veſſel is going to be launched. The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt give it a proſperous Gale, and a ſuc- 
ceſsful Voyage. The Prefs is at work for the Publi- 
cation, Oh! let your Prayers be inſtant for a Bleſſing, 
55 I am, dear Sir, 
Your affectionate Brother, 

James HERV ET. 
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LETTER X. 


On his Weakneſs and Inability— Co orrections ſuggeſted. 


Maſton- Favell, Of. 19, 1754. 
My dear Friend, | 


AST Night I received your Parcel. But I had 
not the Satisfaction of receiving it from the Hands 
of the Bearer: the fine Afternoon tempred me abroad; 
and I was gone out in Queſt o. what I never find, and 
what I hope you never want—Health. 

I thank you for your Remarks on the little Manu- 
ſcript; and, for that copious Variety of Phraſes, which 
may ſupply the Sterility of my Invention. You judge 
right in ſuppoſing me to have full Employ, but am 
much out of Order, and extremely languid in my 
Spirits. You muſt expect Nothing from me. I am a 
Bow not barely unſtrung, but broken. Have neither 
a Heart nor a Hand for any Work. I think with Shame 
and Diſmay of the Piece that is publiſhing. Had I 
formerly been in this miſgiving Frame, and very en- 
feebled State, ſure 'T ſhould never have adventured to 
appear from the Preſs. O! that the Declaration of the 
Apoſtle might be fulfilled in this weakeſt of Creatures. 

J have read and read again your lively Piece; yet 
with a cold and dead Heart. Two or three very flight 
Alterations I have ventured to make, but theſe not 
without Diffidence. The Word attend appears to me 
more proper for your Purpoſe, and in your Connec- 
tion, than .convey, or convoy; becauſe one of the 
laſt Expreſſions generally ſignifies to guard what is 
expoſed to Danger, or to bear what is unable to tra- 
vel, neither of which Offices need to be performed to 
the triumphant Jeſus, 


In 
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In Page 6, 7, the Epithet immortal, occurs four 
Times, and the Adjective ſublime, three or four. This, 
perhaps, you will alter, when the Piece 1s reprinted, 
and bound up with your other Works. I could. not 
ſo change them as to improve them, otherwiſe I would 
have done it. The Pamphlet ſhall be ſent with the 
manuſcript Directions to your Printer by To-morrow's 
Poſt. If. you can ſuggeſt a proper Hint for a Preface, 
I ſhall be much obliged : only I mult fay, (for we are 
entered upon the third Volume, but I ſhall not be able 
to ſend you the ſecond till next Week, at which Time 
you may expect, and I, if I live and am well, will not 
negle& to ſend it,) I will very readily pay my Share 
for a fourth Part of your little Tract. Let me know 
what- it comes to. But I will defire you, or your 
Friends, to diſpoſe of them; for I correſpond with No- 
body, ſee Nobody, and am as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, 
Like unto them that are out of Remembrance, and are cut 
away from thy Hand. Twenty I ſhall order for myſelf, 
and the Remainder ſhall wait for your Signal. I am, 
dear Sir, in great Weakneſs, but with great Sincerity, 


Your Friend and Brother, in Chriſt Jeſus, 
James Hervey. 


— 5 
LI R XI. 


On his Neglefts as a Correſpondent — On defiring his 
Writing to be correfted. 4 3 5 


| W:ftin- Favell, Nov. 2, 1754. 
My dear Friend, | 
4 BY me thank you for your three Extracts : they 
are very ſubſtantial Vouchers, and give a great 
Sanction to my Opinion. I wiſh you had touched my 
- | 3 cold 
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cold Piece with your Torch, and enkindled it here 
and there with a little of your Fire: of that Fire which 
glows in your rapturous Teſtimony borne to the di- 
vine Jeſus, and will, I truſt, warm the Hearts of Mul- 
titudes. | 

Pray let me know what I am to pay for my Share 
of the Copies; and be ſo kind as to diſpoſe of them 
for my Maſter and me. I am the moſt unfit Perſon 
alive to undertake the Office of ſpreading this, or any 

ſuch Work, becauſe, ſenſible how often my Spirits fail 
me, and leave me quite incapable of anſwering the Ex- 
pectations of my Correſpondents, I chooſe to decline 
almoſt all epiſtolary Intercourſe. Several Letters now 
lie by me, from known and unknown Hands, which 
are not, and I believe never will, be acknowledged ; 
any otherwiſe than by Prayers to God for the friendly 
Writers. To-day, bleſſed be the God of my Life, I 
am ſomewhat better, than when I wrote laſt. But ah! 
how long will this Gleam of halcyon Weather continue? 
Well, there is a World in which the Voice of Joy and 
Health is perpetually heard; may my Infirmities render 
thoſe deſirable Manſions to me! and may your Vivacity 
fit you for abundant Uſefulneſs here! 

I now fulfil my Promiſe - ſend you Volume II. Laſt 
Week my Bookſeller diſappointed me. Now let me 
intreat my dear Friend to correct it with his Pen, and 
bleſs it with his Prayers. Any Remarks from yourſelf 
or Acquaintance, would be extremely welcome. I had 
rather have the Performance improved than applauded; 
by the latter, a vain Creature may be made vainer; by 
the former, the all-glorious Jeſus may vouchſafe to 

bring ſome Honour to his Name, and ſome furtherance 
to his Cauſe, My Bookſeller thinks there 1s a Proba- 
bility of a ſecond Edition, ſo that any Emendations 
tranſmitted, may take Place. 
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As ſoon as the third Volume is completed, it will be 
ſure to make one of its firſt Viſits to you; who will pity 


its Imperfections, and pray for its Author. 


Your affectionate Brother, 
J. HER VERY. 


LETTER x. 


On his Illneſs and Languor. 


Maſlon-Favel, Nov. 23, 1754. 
My dear Friend, 


Received your Hints, and return my Thanks. The 
Preface is finiſhed, and muſt be ſent To-morrow. 


I have neglected to compoſe it, till it was too late to 


ſhew it to any Friend for his Reviſal and Correction. 


Beſeech the unerring Wiſdom to make it, and the 
whole Performance abundantly uſeful. 


I am obliged for your kind and ſeaſonable Reproof. 
Let the Righteous ſmite me friendly. I am indeed too 
unthankful to my heavenly Father; yet, you do not 
know; you cannot conceive; it is impoſſible for me 
to expreſs, what Sorrow attends ſuch inceſſant Languors 
of Conſtitution, and Failure of Spirits. Devotion is 
deadened; Joy is extinguiſhed; Peace is diſcompoſed, 
the poor Soul is rendered tender and ſenſible to every 
croſs Accident, as the inflamed or ulcerated Fleſh ſuf- 
fers, even by the lighteſt Touch. O for Faith! as 
ſtrong, long-ſuffering, unconquerable Faith, to live 
upon the Fulneſs and Riches of Chriſt, when there 1s 
Nothing but Penury and Deſolation in ſelf! | 
Mr. F has ſent me 225 of your Pamphlets; 


pray let me know what I am indebted ; what the other 


Gentlemen pay for their Quota, The more I reac your 
Piece, 
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Piece, the more ] like it. Oh! that I may feel it in my 
very Soul, and carry the Impreſſions of it; I will not fay 
to my Grave only, but infinitely beyond the Grave, even 
to the Heaven of Heavens. But if you write for the 
Poor and ordinary Claſs of Mankind, I really think the 
Style is too enriched, and the Sentiments too refined, at 
leaſt in ſeveral Places, for their Apprehenſion. Why 
did you put yourſelf to the Expence of printing the Pro- 
miſes, when I have hundreds and hundreds that want to 
be diſtributed. To let you ſee how unfit I am to under- 
take the monthly Diſpoſal of an edifying Pamphlet, I 
cannot but inform you, that I have hardly put off half 
a hundred of theſe little Scraps, though I truſt, when 
my larger Work is diſpatched, to be a little more active, 
in committing theſe to the Exchangers, if ſo be they 
may rec&ve a Bleſſing from on High, and my Lord, 
when he cometh, may receive his own with uſury.—l 
ſend you a hundred of your own Compoſitions, 2 a 
hundred of my Collections; a hundred Ships of the Line, 
attended with a hundred Pinnaces. The Lord Jeſus 
vouchſafe a proſperous Expedition to them all! 
Pray execute your Intention. I will ſend you a large 
ſet of Theron and Aſpaſio, if you will return it to me, 
loaded in the Margin, with Criticiſms, Caſtigations, 
and Improvements. Though I cannot fix a Time, I 
know not when the larger Sort will be completed. Me- 
thinks I would adviſe thoſe who purchaſe the larger 
Edition, to have-it only half bound in blue Covers, and 
not cut en the Edges. The Paper ſeems to be remark- 
ably large. The Binder will DOT cut away Abun- 
dance of the Margin, which will very much impair the 
Beauty of the Volume.—To fee you at Chriſtmas, will 
be a Pleaſure to my Family, and to, 
Dear Sir 1 | 
Tour affectionate Brother, 
J. HERVEv. 
. 


/ 
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LETTER XI. 
Remarks on James ll. IO, 


Weſton, Fan. 18, 1755. 
dear Friend, 
I Hope this will find you ſafely arrived at Warwick, 
refreſhed in your Conſtitution by your late Journey, 
and refreſhed in your Spirit by finding your Family in 
Proſperity. 

TI fend, according to my. Promiſe, the third Volume of 
Theron and Aſpaſio in Sheets: any Remarks which the 
Truth that dwelleth in you ſhall ſuggeſt, will be gladly 
received, and gratefully acknowledged. Amidſt all my 
fond Partiality, and notwithſtanding the Dimneſs of my 
Sight, I cannot but diſcern many Blemiſhes; the good 
Lord of his Mercies Sake pardon them; and for his own 
Goſpel's Sake enable my Friends to correct them. 

When you ſend me a Parcel, be ſo kind as to incloſe 
that Print in Stackhouſe's Hiſtory of the Bible, which 
repreſents the Interview of King Solomon and Queen of 
Sheba; together with the Number that relates to it, and 
add your Obſervations on this Picture, and Hervey's 
Deſcription, Vol. I. p. 231. 

I have taken the Freedom of writing to Mr. Brine, 
and have ſent him a Copy of the Work. May the 
Lord Jeſus incline his Heart to affiſt me, and make him 


of quick Underſtanding, both t to detect and to rectify 


what is amiſs, 

What do you take to be the preciſe Meaning and 
Deſign of the Apoſtle James in that remarkable Aſſer- 
tion, © Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and 


offend in one Point, he is guilty of all?” The Biſhop of 
London, in a Volume of Sermons, which he has lately 


publiſhed, 
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publiſhed, objects to the Senſe commonly given by 
Expoſitors. He ſays, it doth not ſuit the Apoſtle's 
Inference, in the latter Part of the Verſe: it is liable to 
all the Difficulties of the Stoic's Paradox, that all Of- 
fences are equal. It relates, he thinks, to the royal 
Law of Love mentioned before; and is intended to ſhew, 
that one injurious Action, (even though it be only a 
partial Preference) 1 is as inconſiſtent with Love, as ano- 


ther; and in this Reſpect, injurious Actions have no 


Difference ; for they are all ad inconſiſtent with 
the great Law of Charity, 

Youare often mentioned in our Family; and we truſt, 
you remember us all at the Throne of Grace. My 
Servant ſtays for the Parcel; fo that I cannot add more 
than, 

Your” s, inviolably, 


Js: H ERVEV. 


LETTER XIV. 


On ibe Influence of the Body on the Mind—4 Remark on 
Dr. Crisp. 


Weſton, Feb, 85 17 55, 
My dear Friend, | 


1 Return your Picture —obliged for the Sight of it; but 
more obliged for your Remarks on it. I think they 
are periectly jult: I ſubſcribe to them all; and join with 
you in pronouncing the Performance indelicate, injudi- 
cious, contemptible. I wiſh you would examine Theron 
and Aſpaſio, with the ſame honeſt and friendly Rigour, 

which you have exerciſed on Raphael's: Pencil. 
I hope this will find you thoroughly reſtored to 
Health; freed from every Complaint of the conſtitu- 
tional | 


Yo 
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tional Kind. O! how deſirable (if ſuch be the Lord's 
Will) is ſome good Degree of animal Vigour and Vi- 
vacity! How it expedites the Operations of the Mind, 
and tunes the human Machine for the nicer and happier 
Agency of Grace. In this, as well as the ſublimer 
Senſe of the Promiſe, may the Lord renew your 


Strength, and make fat your Bones! My Book is not 


publiſhed yet: it is flow enough in its Appearance. 
O! that it may be equally ſure in its Compoſition, its 
Acceptance, and Succeſs. It is advertiſed for the 18th. 
of this Inftant; but there are fo many unexpected Re- 
moras, that I dare not anſwer for its forth coming, even 
at the Expiration of ten Days more. I have ordered my 
Bookſeller to lodge a Parcel for you in the Hands of 
Mr. Ward: it will contain ſeven Sets of the ſmall Size, 
for the worthy Miniſters you mention; and one Set of 
the large Size for yourſelf. When you preſent the 
Piece, you will engage their Prayers for a divine Bleſ- 
ſing on the Work, and obtain their Remarks for the 
Improvement of another Edition. 

Doctor Criſp ſays, © There is no Wrath to Believers; 
Chriſt has bore it all; exhauſted it wholly, and carried 
it—clean away.” This is comfortable Doctrine. But 


how will it conſiſt with ſome Scriptures, that ſeem to 


ſpeak the contrary Sentiment; with that Paſſage in Mi- 
cah particularly; © I will bear the Indignation of the 
Lord, becauſe I have ſinned againſt him.” This is 
evidently the Voice of a Believer—of a confirmed Be- 
liever—of a Believer in the very Exerciſe of Faith : 
for he calls God, * My God, and the God of my Sal- 
vation.” He ſays, © The Lord will bring me forth 
to Light: I ſhall behold his Righteouinels,” 

May our adorable Maſter prepare us both for the. 
Service of the Sanctuary, and grant that we may come 
to our important Work, like the Maſter of old, full 


of F alth, and of the Holy Ghoſt!“ 


Jam, 
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F am, dear Sir, of all your Friends, the moſt weak, 
but not the leaft obliged, nor the leaſt affectionate, 


J. HxRvEx. 


LET TEN WV. 


On Mr. Brine's Treatment by the Reviewers Enquiries 
after Houbigant's Bible—On the a HAR of his 
Writings. 


Film March 8, 175 5: 
» ha Friend, 


1 Directed my Bookſeller, a 1 Time ago, to 
leave a Parcel with Mr. Ward, containing ſeven 
Sets of Theron and Aſpaſio, (ſmall ſize) 10 or your 
Friends: one Set, (large Size) for yourſelf, I hope he 
has executed my Orders, and the Books are come to 
your Hand. We have begun another Edition, and 
ventured to print three thouſand. May the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt compaſſionate the Author, and proſper the 
Work of his Hand upon him. © O proſper thou his 
handy Work !” 

Any Remarks and Improvements will be extremely 
welcome; but they muſt be communicated ſoon, other- 
wiſe,” perhaps, they cannot take place; for it was pro- 
poſed to begin upon each Volume at once; and proceed, 
by Means of ſeveral Hands, and ſeveral Preſſes, with 
great Expedition. 

J find, from an Advertiſement in the rd 
Newſpaper, that the Writers of the Review have treated 
Mr. Brine with Virulence and Scurrility. What may 
J expect at their Hands? Pray for me, that I may re- 
ceive their Cenſures and Invectives with Calmneſs, and 
neither be exaſperated in my Temper, nor intimidated 

in 


ak, 
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in my Spirit. May this be the Language of my Heart, 
Though they curſe, yet bleſs thou. | 

I ſee there is lately publiſhed, a magnificent Edition 
of the Hebrew Bible, with which are connected, the 
Greek Apocryphal Books. To all which are prefixed, 
Diſſertations; and ſubjoined, Expoſitory Notes, by 
Monſ. Houbigant. Have you ever heard a Character 
of this Work ? 

The Princeſs of Wales, and my other noble Friends, 
were pleaſed to receive my Books in a very candid and 
obliging Manner, May the divine Redeemer open 
their Hearts; give them Admiſſion into their Souls ; 
and make them not merely a Matter of Amuſement, but 
a Savour of Life unto Life! 

May he bleſs abundantly all your Labours, and conti- 
nue forth his Loving-kindneſs, his Grace, Mercy, and 
Peace to, my dear Sir, your affectionate Brother, 


{ 


J. HERvEx. 


LETTER VI. 


On an Objection to his Writings —Remarks on Rom. vii.— 
Critiques on his Theron and Aſpaſio. 


* March 15, 1755. 
My dear Friend, 
13 Am glad to hear that the Parcel i is come ſafe, though 
it was more tardy in its Arrival than I propoſed, and 
than you might expect. Iam much obliged to you for 
the two valuable Books, which I hope the Lord Jeſus 
will make a Bleſſing to my own Soul, and enable me to 
recommend them in a proper Manner to the Peruſal of 
others. I will endeavour to follow your Advice, and 


2 | | drop 
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drop a Hine to my Reader, of the Worth and Excel- | 
lency of Doctor Owen's Treatiſe: 

It may be not only uſeful to the Reader, but neceſſary 
for the Vindication of the Writer- I am already at- 
tacked on this Head, by a. Gentleman, in Manuſcript. 
He writes thus:—<© Theron ſays, Vol. III. p. 249, 
When I have been cleanſed, I defile myſelf afreſh.” 
cc Now St. Paul, in that fo commonly-wreſted Chapter 
to the Romans, is deſcribing the natural Man, that Had 
not been cleanſed; or there is no good Chriſtian, but is 
infinitely better than was Paul.“ To this he ſubjoins 
| ſeveral Texts of Scripture,—< dead to Sin made free 
from Sin— he cannot ſin—go and fin no more.” And 
proceeds thus: © I believe when you conſider ſo many 
poſitive Texts, as you know there are, and that without 
any Shadow of Qualification, you will allow there muſt 
be meant a comparative Perfection ; a Being in a Degree 
perfect, even as our Father which is in Heaven is per- 
fect; or, How are we his Sons?“ 

« Aſpaſio replies, The Efficacy of Chriſt's Death i IS 
new for our Application every Morning; new for this 
bleſſed Purpoſe every Moment.“ Let a Friend, and 
not an Enemy, put theſe Sentences together; all your 
angelic Pages, I doubt, will not reſcue you. For my 
Part, I was ſtruck with Horror, as to what comes after: 
© My beſt Hours are not free from ſinful Infirmities, nor 
my beſt Duties from ſinful Imperfections. It ſeems to 
me but a Part of what I am to underſtand by the Speech, 
that miring and waſhing, and miring again, is too like 
Abſolution, and ſinning the very Sin anew.” 

Thus my Correſpondent, and, I believe, my Friend. 
As to the firſt Expreſſion, I intend to expunge it: * I 
defile myſelf,” looks too much like voluntary and 
allowed Tranſgreſſion. And I muſt own, I have always 
been inclined to think that the Apoſtle, in the latter 
Part of the 7th Chapter to the Romans, is not deſcribing 

his 
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his Adult, but his infantile State in Chriſtianity, what he 
experienced in the firſt Stage of his Journey to Zion. 
Does he not give us an Account, firſt of his total Death 
in Sin, then of his being awakened by the Power of the 
Law, ſet Home by the convincing Spirit? After that, 
of his Conflicts, ſore Conflicts with Unbelief and Can 
ruption, before he was eſtabliſhed in Grace? Laſt of all, 
does he not diſplay his Deliverance from this State of 
Bondage and of Fear? This I look upon only as a Skir- 
miſh, or a Prelude to the grand Aſſault. | 

The Author of the London Magazine has taken No- 
tice of Theron and Aſpaſio, and really, in a very re- 
ſpectful and honourable Manner. My Sentence in the 
Gentleman's Magazine, is reſpited till next Month. I 
know not whether the Monthly Review has taken me to 
taſk; but this I Know, (O that I could conſtantly believe 


it) that if God be for us, it matters not who is againſt 


us. If He eſpouſes our Cauſe, no Weapon formed 
againſt it ſhall proſper. Do, my dear Friend, ſend me 
what you mention in your laſt, and let me have every 
Day more and more Reaſon to profeſs myſelf, 

Your obliged, as well as, affectionate Brother, 


J. Hzzver. 


LETTER XVII. 


is troubled by bis Tenant—On the Aſfurance of Faith 
Critiques on his Work. 


TG April 5, 1755. 
My dear Friend, ; 
I Received your Letter by the Poſt: I thank you very 
ſincerely for the Contents. As I read them with 


an eager Eye, and eſpecially the Introduction to them, 
Vor. IV. D I could 


— — " * = your 
Pn nent —— . 


5 
K — — — — 
* : 22 2 _ — — — —-¾ —— 
— - >, - IV 4 = 8 l R 5 
2 - = = "IV Lal ol - — . — 
= —— —— 2 4 — 4 TIRED RSS — DSD rr r — Y 
. ̃ — > — . —— — 5 5 1 en [Er 
Ae — 5 = ove — CCC ĩͤKbbbTbbbTbTbTbTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTr 
x , * 4 * — - g e 
= EF. —̃ — CGE DIES ICE = FEES 2 . IR REID — oy 
2 = - . 0 = = — 8 — — — 2 -: - N - - 
— Cn gs — ——— ä . ̃ . ̃ | {Kang og 
EEE ... i Eb. — Ine, Xo . acqnrr 
— 2 2 1 a0 a= 7. > a2 2 - — 2x40 2 


Sentiments concerning your Interpretation of the latter 


lity of getting my Money for the Time paſt, or my 


prevailed on to do: it would grieve me extremely to 
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could not forbear whiſpering to myſelf, « Gallantly 
ſaid. I could not forbear wiſhing, that the Encou- i 
ragement and the Commiſſion, given by the Angel to 
Gideon, may be given to my Friend,“ Go, in this 
thy Might,” with which I truſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
has. endowed thee, that thou mayeſt fight his Batten, 
and maintain his 'Truth. | P 

I will, if I live to write another Letter, 1 my 
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Part of Romans vii. and the cloſe ſpirited Queries, ſug- 
geſted on the Occaſion. My Thoughts have been ſo 
engaged, and my weak Spirits ſo - hurried, about | 
troubleſome vexatious Affair of a ſecular Nature, that I 
have had but little Power, and as little Leifure, to con- 
ſider more important Points. The Tenant, whoſe Mo- 
ther you ſaw at my Houſe, continues obſtinate and re- 
vengeful to the very laſt, and will leave me no Poſſibi- 


— A. ”3 » " ** 0 * . L 

y A iT r 2 ir Ip... 4 8 H 
Ee TTT eh $A LS bak 
8 . N 


Ret Mn 1 . 1 Fae 4 
Wt DI OT 


Land for the Time to come, but only by arreſting him, 
and throwing him into Gaol; and this I cannot be 


reflect, that a Man, who has a Wife and two ſmall 
Children, hes in a Priſon, confined by my Order. 
I fave received two long Letters, one from Mr. Pike 
of London, another from Mrs. Dutton of Great 
Granſden, on the Subject of Aſſurance of Faith. I will 
tranſmit them both for your Peruſal. If, as you read, 
any Fhing ſhould occur, which may ſtrengthen my 
Arguments, or Mluſtrate my Fenet—any Thing which 
may temper and qualify the Doctrine, and render it lefs 
exceptionable, yet equally uſeful—any Point that ſhould 
give up, or any Conceſſion that I-ſhould make, be fo 
kind as to favour me with a Hint. Mr. Brine is againſt 
me on this Subject. He writes thus :— If by an 
Appropriation of Chriſt, is meant an Application to 
him for Life and Salvation, this is eſſential to Faith. 
But if it defigns a Concluſion, ſpringing upin my _ 
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bf my own Intereſt in him, and in his ſaving Benefits, I 
cannot but apprehend it is a Miſtake. - A poor Sinner 
may diſcern his Need of Chriſt, and be fully perſuaded 
of his Ability to ſave him; and upon it apply unto him 
for Mercy; Pardon; and Succour, in his diſtreſſed Con- 
dition, in this Language: If thou wilt thou canſt make 
me clean; which, J hope, will be found to be that Faith, 
which is the Faith of the Operation of God.” 

Now I would ſo conduct my Treatiſe, that it ſhould 
eſtabliſh my own Opinion, without oppoſing the Judg- 


| ment of theſe and other eminent Divines: I would re- 
| commend and promote the Aſſuranee of Faith, yet allow 
that a Soul, deſtitute of this Gift, may be really ſafe, 


though not truly happy. If you could ſuggeſt ſome 
Method of maintaining the Chriſtian's Privilege, with- 
out offending the Brother of high or low Endowments, 
I ſhould be glad. What you do of this Kind, pray let it 
be ſpeedy, otherwiſe it cannot take place. I muſt beg 
of you to return theſe Letters, with your friendly Re- 
marks, hext Week, without Fail; for our new Editiori 
goes on at a great Rate ; they have finiſhed very near 
half of each Volume, and my Bookſeller, preſuming 
that I ſhould have no Objection, took the Liberty of 
making the Edition conſiſt of 4000, inſtead of 3000, on 
which we had agreed. I ſuppoſe he was prompted to 
do this, by finding a Call for the Piece. 

Now I begin to expect a warm; and no very cant 
Attack; from the Authors of the Monthly Review. I 
ſee from their Treatment of Mr. Brine, what Civility I 
may promiſe myſelf. Mr. R has let fly upon them, 
in a Manner that is, I think, more zealous than judi- 
cious; ſuch as ſhews him to be galled by their Invectives, 


though he profeſſes the contrary; and ſuch as ſeems to 


betray Reſentmert, rather than diſplay a calm and diſ- 
paſſionate Concern for Truth. May the true and great 
Zapnath-Paaneah fill us with all Wiſdom and ſpiritual 

Y = Underſta anding, 
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Underſtanding, that we may walk and write, worthy of | 43 2 

the Lord, unto all pleaſing ! p 

I fend you four Franks. I wiſh you much of that 

anointing, which may teach you all Things. I beg to 
hear from you by the firſt Opportunity; and remain, 
Dear Sir, moſt cordially your's, 

| J. Hervey. 
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LETTER XVII. 


On various Subjeds. 


Weſton, July 5, 1755. 


My dear Friend, 


5 Parcel has reached my Hand, and your af. 
fectionate ſympathizing Letter has made an Im- 
preſſion on my Heart. I rejoice to hear that God has 
been with you in your Journey, and brought you to 
your Habitation in Peace. May the eternal Spirit 
water the Seed which you have ſown; that on your next 
Excurſion into thoſe Parts, you may find the Fields laden 
with Increaſe, and White for the Harveſt! 
I am glad you have not ſent Mr. Gillies's Hiſtorical 
Collections. I deſire you to alter your Purpoſe, and to 
divert your intended Favour ſome other Way. Do 
you aſk the Reaſon? It is this: I am already ſupplied. 
The worthy Author has made me a Preſent of his Work, 
and may the Lord Almighty make his Work as a 
4 Torch in the Sheaf, to quicken a ſupine, and enflame 
a lukewarm Age 
A conſiderable Time ago, I gave Directions to Mr. 
R , to prepare a Set of the Meditations, in the 
: Manner you deſcribed, and to lodge them with Mr. 
Ward, to be forwarded with the firſt Parcel for you. 
Do 
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Do you know one Mr. John Dowley? He lives at 
Lutterworth; is, I apprehend, a difſenting Teacher; he 
has favoured me with a Letter, very ſenſible, very obli- 


ging, andequally devout. If I live to write to you again, 


I will tranſcribe a critical Remark, which he makes, but 
with a great deal of Modeſty, — my inn of 
Exod. xxxiv. 7. 
The Plan you mention, aſs and afflicts me. Its 
important Nature, joined with a Probability of Uſeful- 
neſs, pleaſes; but a Conſciouſneſs of my Weakneſs, and 
a Reflection on my Incapacity for the Service, afflits. 


W However, may Ibow my Head and ſay, the Will of the 


Lord, which is always good, always the beſt, be done. 
When do you publiſh your Deſcription of a Preacher? 
I hope our divine Maſter will give it Admittance into 
our Univerſities, make it as the Prophet's Salt in thoſe 
Spring-heads. Surely, if Beauty of Thought, and Force 
of Language, are reliſhed in thoſe Seminaries, your little 
Piece will want no Recommendation, but be its own 
Paſſport. : 

That this, and all your Labours of Love may find 
much Acceptance, and under the Redeemer's Bleſſing, 
diffuſe much Good, is the Wiſh, the Prayer, and Will, 
when accompliſhed, be the Joy of, 


Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate Brother in the Goſpel, 


J. Inver, 


D3 L ET. 
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LETTER XIX. 


"Þ Terentius Cbriſtianus recommended On Boſtn' * 
Marrow of modern Divinity. 


Wfton, Auguft, 7755. 
My dear Friend, PF Po Ne 


1 Fully intended to have returned your valuable Manu- 
ſcript, together with this Ticket; but as other 


Engagements have broke in upon my Time, I hope you . : 
will exeuſe the Delay. h 
Did Jever mention to you a little Book, intitled Teren- 


vis Chriftianus? As you proceed upon a new Plan, in 
the Education of Youth, and admit none but edifying 
Books into your School, I am apt to think the Piece J 
haye mentioned, may comport with your Deſign. 

Pray return Mr. W——'s Letter. I find, by private 


Intelligence, that he has ſhewn it in London; and has | 


thought pra 18 to animadvert upon me, by Name, from 
his Pulpit. am inclined to take no Notice either of his 
Preaching or his Writing. 

I have received from Mr. Keith, a Set of Pr. Criſp's 
Sermons ; they are yery neatly printed : they entertain 


the Eye, and, I hope, will adminiſter much Conſolation F 


to the Heart. 

A Gentleman of Edinhurgh, a perfe& Stranger, ſent 
me, a few Days ago, a Book, ſtiled © The Marrow of 
Modern Divinity,” with Notes by Mr, Boſton. I have 
not been at Leiſure to peruſe it; but by dipping i into it, 
I ſeem to like it not a little. Has it fallen into your 
Hands? if ſo, favour me with your Opinion of it. 

My good Friend, Mr. Whitefield, is now at my 
Houſe. He purpoſes to lift up his Voice at Northamp- 
ton, and proclaim the acceptable Year of the Lord. 

May 
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May the Lord of Heaven and Earth bleſs my Viſitant; 


bleſs my Correſpondent, and bleſs their very unworthy 


Servant, Friend, and Brother, in C hriſt Jeſus, 
fp HIyYRY. 


„ Lee XX. 
On corretting bis Writings. 


Weſton, March 9, 1755. 
My dear Friend, 7 LL 
ATE on Saturday Night, I received the incloſed, 
together with your Ticket; by which Circum- 
ſtance, you will perceive, that I could not poſſibly return 
the Proof-Sheet ſooner. Wonder not that I remit it to 


you rather than the Printer, Neſcit vor miſſa revertere, 


is the Conſequence of Printing; I durſt not, therefore, 
commit it'to the Preſs, till the Alterations which I have 
ventured to make, have been ſubmitted to your own 
Examination. I muſt deſire; nay, I do inſiſt upon it, 
that without the leaſt Complaiſance to my Opinion, you 
reject them, one and all, if they do not ſuit your Deſign, 

or comport with your Ideas. 1 Tir ao 
Alarming Repreſentations indeed! May the God of 
Glory accompany them with his Spirit, that they may 
awaken the Supine, intimidate the Hardened, and, like 
the Thunders of Sinai, urge us all to take Shelter in our 
divine Mediator! „ 
Let me remind my Friend, that in eight Pages of his 
Eſſay, I have made more Attempts to improve, than he 
would make in more than a theuſand Pages of Theron 
and Aſpaſio. You are unkindly tender; I am ſeverely 
kind. Perhaps we are both to blame; but ſurely mine 

is the moſt excuſable Fault of the two, | 
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Have you ever ſeen a little Book, intitled © The 
Eternal Law, and Everlaſting Goſpel,” by Mr. Beart? 
It was lately put into my Hand, and ſeems to be a ſolid, 
correct, maſterly Performance. | 

You promiſe me a long Letter: let me aſlure you the 
longer it is, the more welcome. it will be to, 


My dear Mr. Ryland, 
Your inviolable Friend, and affectionate Brother, 
James HERver. 


LETTER XXL 
On Mr. "TER Concerning Mr. We, hey. 


Weflon, Auguſt y, 17 $6. 
My dear F. hd, "os hy 


D I really deſire the Continuance of your Thoughts? 
Yes, verily, nor can any Thing oblige me more. 
Pray let me look upon theſe as the firſt Fruits, and give 

me Leave to expect the Harveſt. 

 Herewith I ſend you Dr. Owen upon the Hebrews. 
I defire you will not think of — the Volumes, but 
look upon them as. your own, 

I am ſorry you ordered Mr. Keith to ſend me Brooks, 
becauſe I had procured it before his came: if you will 
commiſſion him to get Eaton's Honeycomb of 2 * 
cation, (which Mr. Alt ſo highly commends) and 
tranſmit to me, it will be a Favour. 

This Week I received a Parcel and a Letter from Mr. 
B, of Olney, both which you will find accompany- 
ing Mr. Brooks. Mr. B-—, I aſſure you, is a better 
Judge of Poetry than I pretend to be: Practice makes 
perfect, and he has prafliſed both in * and — 

erſe, 
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Verſe, with conſiderable Succeſs; yet I cannot admire 
his expunging, roar and foam, and ſubſtituting in its 
ſtead, /ap its Baſe. | 
For the Letter you mention, I am accountable. But I 
muſt deſire to keep it a little longer, becauſe it contains 
the Explanation of a Charge brought againſt me by Mr. 
W, who is going to unmaſk his Battery, and play 
his Artillery upon me in public. Two Perſons, formerly 
his Preachers, inform me, that he is now 1n Ireland, and 
preparing an Anſwer to Theron and Aſpaſio. The Lord 
W Jeſus grant, that the Truth of his Goſpel, not mine, or 
my Oppoſer's Notions, may ſtand! 
Why does not Dr. Gill's Expoſition make its Appear- 
ance? I long to be regaled with his Comment on the 
elegant, ſublime, rapturous Iſaiah. I wrote lately to 
Amſterdam, and deſired my Correſpondent to ſend 
Witſius's Picture, which I intend as an Ornament, no: 
of my Parlour, but of your's. | 
Is * J. H. 


6 


— - , . 


LETTER XXII. 
On Mr. White—arnd various Subjects. 


| | Heſton, Oct. 23, 1756. 
My dear Friend, a 1 
HIS Day Se'nnight I received your Packet; and 

take the firſt Opportunity to thank you for the 

Contents. „ | 
Mr. White's Letter, in Purſuance of your Requeſt, is 
returned, He is fit for the Buſineſs he undertakes; has 
the Art of ſoliciting with Force, yet with Modeſty. I 
with him Succeſs, whenever he engages in ſo benevolent 
a Cauſe, If a Guinea per Annum will be of any Service 
to 


3 
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to the young Student, his Parents may depend upon ſuch 
a Supply from me, as long as my Life continues. The 
firſt Payment, if acceptable, ſhall be advanced, when my 
next Packet comes to Warwick. 


Is the Honey-comb your Preſent? or muſt it be re- 
turned—No more Franks at prefent; I have enough. 
If you lend me Boſuet's Univerſal Hiſtory, perhaps I 
may recommend it as a Book not improper for young 
Gentlemen or young Ladies. I could be glad to furniſh 
Miſs Melifla with a little Library. Do you recolle& any 
T reatiſes peculiarly proper for this Purpoſe, whoſe Style 
is 1 and polite; whoſe Matter 1 is entertaining, 
yet edifying ? 

I have feen the Addreſs to 8 and think it 
well executed, as it is evidently well deſigned, affection- 
ate, and ſpirited; weighty and pointed; yet not over- 
bearing or dogmatical. May the Lord ſpeak to us all, 
e with a ſtrong Hand,“ and ſpeak, if it be his Will, by 
this Word! 


Two of Dr. Gill's Numbers are come to Hand; but ! 
have not been able to go through them, though they are 
ſome of the moſt flowery Walks (the Prophecies of 
Iſaiah I mean) in the Garden of God. 


The fourth Volume of Theron and Aſpaſio, after 
which you enquire, 1s leſs than an Embryo, is a mere 
Nonentity, May He who ſpoke the Univerſe into 
Being; © who calls the Things that are not, as though 
they were, endue a poor enervated Sinner with Abra- 
ham's Faith, who againſt Hope, believed in Hope.“ 


Pray let me have one of your monthly Eſſays, as they 
come out. I would willingly take a Number, but I 
really have not proper Opportunities of diſperſing them. 
When does your Dialogue in Verſe make its Appear- 
ance ? Or do you follow Mr. B——'s Advice, and per- 
fuadc the Author to Execute his Work in Proſe? 


Yeſterday 
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y eſterday my old Friend, Mr. Hartley, dined with 


me, and brought a pious Clergyman with him; the Day 


before, your Brother, (and why ſhould I not add my 
Brother) Mr, Evans was content with a Morſel at my 
Table. O! for that Hour, when we ſhall all fit down 
at the Marriage Feaſt of the Lamb! May we taſte it 
by Faith, till our Souls are * fatiated with its fulneſs in 
Glory,” I ſhall wait, not with Impatience, but with 
ſome Degree of Eagerneſs, for the Packet which you 


have promiſed to, My dear Friend, 
Your affectionate 
J. Hkkvxv. 


LETTER XXIII. 
On the Attack againſt him by Mr. Weſtey. 


2 Maſlon, November 29, 1756. 
My dear Friend, 


R. S is now in my Room, ſketching out the 
Plan of a Houſe. While he is thus employed, 
I ſeize a Moment to thank you, for remembering me 
in my weak Eſtate. Help to ſo feeble a Hand: Hints 

ſuggeſted to ſo languid a Mind, will be as the . cold 
of Snow in Harveſt,” [By the Bye, what is the true 

Meaning, or where is the ſcriptural, i. e. the conſum- 
mate Propriety of this Compariſon ? If I remember 
right, the Original is, as a Shield of Snow. ] 

Herewith you have the grand Attack from Mr. W. 
of which. I apprized you ſome Time ago, Examine 
it cloſely; return it ſpeedily ; and if you pleaſe, con- 
ute it effectually; demoliſh the Battery, and ſpike up 
the Cannon. I have not anſwered in any Shape; and 
when I do anſwer with my Pen, I propoſe Nothing 
more 
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more than a general Acknowledgment, and an Inquiry, 
whether he propoſes to print his Animadverſions? I 
ſhall long for your Packet, and pray for a rich Unction 
of the Spirit on your Invention, your Judgment, your 
Elocution, Ever Tour 8, | 


Jawzs Hervey. 


LETTER XXIV. 
On the Aſſurance of Faith, 


My dear Friend, 


EREWITH I return Mr. White's Letter, which 
I intended, but forgot to incloſe in the laſt Packet. 
In your Advertiſement, would not gradually be better 
than annually ? © Annually, theſe ten Years,” ſeems to 
be an approach towards Tautology. I have ſome 
Doubt with Regard to the exact Propriety of your 
Title ; all the principal Branches of revealed Religion, 
evangelical Holineſs, and ſocial Virtue. By this it 
ſhould ſeem, that you look upon evangelical Holineſs, 
and ſocial Virtue, as Branches diſtin& and different from, 
not comprehended in, revealed Religion. Whereas 
the poſſibility of a ſiniſter Acceptation would be pre- 
vented, if you was to expreſs yourſelf in ſome ſuch 
Manner, “On the principal Branches of revealed Reli- 
gion, including, Vital F aitn— Evangelical F 
Social Virtue.“ | 
I query whether the Word ſpirited, being fuppbſed 
to come from your own Pen, is ſo perfectly free from 
an Air of Vanity or Oftentation. 
See with what Freedom I write! in this one Parti- 
cular let me be your Pattern; do ſo to me, and more 


alſo. In your Diſcourſe on Full Afurance of Faith, 
| there 
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there are ſome of the moſt grand and important Truths 
chat can enter into the Heart of Man; ſeveral of them 
will appear Rant and Enthuſiaſm to the carnal Mind; 


ſome of them will be like ſtrange Sayings, even to many 
ſerious Perſons. For my Part, I ſubſcribe to them all, 
without the leaſt Heſitation or Reſerve; and though 
| many of my Pamphlets I have juſt peeped upon, and 
| then laid by, never to be regarded more, this I ſhall 
have at my right Hand: this T ſhall often ſtudy : this I 
would always remember: and if I may but have its 
counter-part in my Heart, I ſhall reach the Summit of 
my Wiſhes. An Expreſſion or two I have marked, as 
not perfectly pleaſing my Ear; and one I have incloſed 
in a Parentheſis, as ſeemingly redundant. Pray let me 
have half a Dozen of your Papers as ſoon as they are 
printed—no more than this Number: I would aſk for 
more if I wanted more,. or could diſpoſe of them pro- 
perly. As ſoon as I am come to a Determination about 
Mr. Dry, you ſhall be informed. The Father of Com- 
paſſions 2 you and direct me, 


Ever your's, 
Jamzs Hervey. 


P.S. Thanks for Boſſuet: he is a very delicate Writer 
indeed. 
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ceive it, peruſe it with the cloſeſt Attention, and deal 


— 
— — 


46 LETTERS TO MR. RYLAND: 


ETC ( 


Plan of Education. 


n . Heſton, Fanuary 19, 1757. 
My dear Friend, £ gh . 1 
OU repoſe a Confidence in my Judgment, which 

| gives Pain to my Mind. Indeed, my Diſcern- 
ment is like my Conſtitution, utterly enervated ; and 
my Taſte for Compoſition, like my Appetite for Food, 
is quite palled and depraved. I can do little elſe, than 
beg of the Lord, in behalf of my worthy Friend, and 
my other. Brethren in the Miniſtry. 
The Effay which you mention, and which I have 
expected by every Poſt, is not yet come to my Hand. 
Since you enjoin me this Taſk, I will, as ſoon as I re- 


with 1t juſt as if it was to go abroad under my own 
Name. But why, my dear Sir, why do you expoſe 
your Writings to ſuch Hazard? Would you ſuffer a 
ſhaking Hand to open your Vein, or chooſe a blind 
Operator to couch your Eye? The Lord grant you 
may not repent your adventrous Conduct; and that I 
may not, inſtead of a Plane, bring a Saw to the Work. 
As to your Plan of Education, fill it up by Degrees, 
add a Touch To-day, another To-morrow, and thus let 
it ripen into Perfection. God only wiſe, and God all- 
wiſe, knows that. J am abſolutely incapable of executing 
ſuch a Scheme, otherwiſe I ſhould not be averſe, but 
very deſirous to engraft my Tree with one of your 
Scions ; and I muſt "beſcech you, when I am releaſed 
from this afflicted State, not to make public that little 
Sketch, which I know not how has ſtole itſelf into your 
Hand; it will appear, unleſs you retouch and complete 
it, 
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| it, very rude and imperfect. Moſt ſincerely I thank 


you for your affectionate and fervent Prayers. But in 
this Inſtance, my Faith fails. When I think upon your 
kind Encouragement, I cannot forbear calling to Mind 
the humane and pious Practice of Nathan, adviſing 
David to build the Temple. But — dies aliter viſum. 

I wiſh your Son James may be like his Nameſake 
under the Old Teſtament, a Prince with God, and 


_ mighty in Prayer; or like his no leſs honourable Name- 


ſake under the New, a. Servant of God, and of the 


rafters, I ſhall be willing to have my Meannęſs eclipſed: 
J ſhall be glad to have my Unworthineſs loſt. And 
can you intend, when you pray. for him, to remember 
me? that is like a true Friend; that is like a Chriſtian 
Friend; and like a Friend, whoſe Favours will extend, 

not only through the Years of Life, but through the Ages 
of Eternity. I have great Reaſon, therefore, to pro- 
feſs myſelf, Dear Sir, 


Inviolably and eternally your's, . 
J. Hervey. 


— 
LETTER XXVI 
On his Illneſs and Languor. 


My dear Friend, 


22 my Thanks for your valuable Letter. It 
found me juſt come down from a Week's Con- 


finement to my Bed and my Chamber: the Lord was 


pleaſed to viſit me with a Fever, which has left behind 
it a violent and almoſt inceſſant Cough. This brings 
me very low, and if not removed, muſt ſoon bring me 
« My Fleſh and my Heart fails; 9 
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God the Saviour 1 Is the Strength of my Heart, and my 
Portion for ever.” = 
As to the bas, &c. my great Doubt is, whether 
it be a radar committed to me by the Lord. My | 
poor Head is now ſo oppreſſed, that I have little Incl. 
nation, and leſs Ability, to think upon the Subject. 
Excuſe my Brevity, my dear Friend; this Hand has 
ſcarcely Strength to hold the Pen. Pray, that I may 
be ſtrong in Faith, and rejoice in the Lord, | 


Ever your's, 
J. Hervey. 


— 


LETTER XXVIL 
On going to Law. 


My dear Friend, 2 1 


1 for your kind Wiſhes, and Thanks for 
4A your valuable Treatiſe on Faith. May the for- 
mer be granted, as far as is conſiſtent with the Divine 
good Pleaſure ! May the latter be bleſſed, abundantly 
bleſſed, to my Edification and Comfort ! 

I have ſome T houghts of publiſhing two or three 
plain Sermons, preached on the laſt Faſt Days : none 


that I have ſeen on the Occaſion, ſpeak enough of the 


one Thing needful. Here I ſhall make a Sacrifice of 
all my Reputation, (if I ever had any) with the ele- 
"= and polite : and let it go, freely let it go, if any 
onour may redound to the Lord our Righteouſneſs, 
What would you adviſe upon the Subject ? 
Jam juſt going abroad upon an Affair that is likely 


to be exceeding troubleſome to me Law. I fear Law 


is unavci lable, unleſs I will tamely give up my Rights. 
God 


EY. 


LETTERS TO MR. RYLAND. „ 
God Almighty knows I am for Peace: but though, I 


ſpeak unto them” thereof, they make ready for Battle. 

Adieu! my dear Friend. I need not add, that I 
am, though 1 in the midſt of much EE oy 
your's, | | 


Friday Morn: 7. Haleer 


25 ri 


LETTER XXVII. 


Remarks on Rom. vii. 


: 175 A, on, April x24 1 
©. dear Friend, FEY . 
Hope you received the Packet by the Newſman; 
and I muſt. beg you to return it by the returning 
Newſinan. You ſee how holy and wiſe Perſons are 
againſt my Doctrine: the Lord Jeſus guide me conti- 
nualhy; guide me eſpecially in this important Point ! 
The more 1 think of the Matter, the leſs I am inclined 
to recede from my Opinion. I cannot perſuade myſelf 
that Mr. Brine's Account anſwers the Ideas of Faith, 
or comes up to the ſcriptural Deſcriptions of it. I 
ſhould be glad not to offend theſe excellent Perſons ; 
yet, with a decent Firmneſs, would maintain what ſeems 
to me the Truth of the Goſpel, Let me hope for ſome 
Aſũſtance from your Pen; you are a much better Judge 
of theſe Debates: you have been er rei ohtvos 70 Aoyoig 
719 he, whereas I am but 71 THpwrpos 0 TEOCNANLTOS. 

I think you diſtinguiſh very clearly and juſtly con- 
cerning the Divine Indignation ; and as to Rom. vii. 
you ſay more to convince me that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
himſelf, and of his preſent State, than I ever heard or 
read before: it has ſuch an Effect upon your Scholar, 


that it has induced me to expunge a Paſſage in my 


oi. E new 
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new Edition, which ſeemed to contradict your Opinion, 
Pray do not negle& to ſend the Manuſcripts. The 
Preſs will want Dialogue XVI. in a very little Time, 
I hope your Health is eſtabliſhed, as well as reſtored: 
mine is rather worſe than better: inceſſant and inſuper- 


able Languors ; they unfit me for every Buſineſs; render 


every Enjoyment unreliſhing; and what 1s more de- 
plorable, makes my Temper like the Sore, inflamed, 
_ ulcerated Fleſh. Any Thing that comes unexpected, 
alarms me: any thing that goes croſs, vexes me: I am 
ſadly inclined to a peeviſh Humour. Pray for me, dear 
Sir, that our compaſſionate Lord would give me, in his 
good Time, an abundant Entrance into a better World, 
for I am weary of this; yet I would humbly adore and 
bleſs God for the everlaſting Righteouſneſs of my 
Saviour, and that eternal Redemption which he has 
obtained for Sinners. Amidſt the greateſt Infirmities 
of Body and Soul, this is a Rock: here is Safety; from 
hence flows Comfort. 
Excuſe my Scribble: it partakes of my Diſorder, 
I am aſhamed of every Thing in this Scrap, of Paper, 
only of this one Profeſſion, that .I am, 


| Your obliged and affeQionate 
J. HERVRx. 


LETTER n 
On bis e various Subjedts. 


We Nn, April 20, 1757 
My dear Friend, 


1 Know not how to be Men: any longer, though J 
cannot yet anſwer your Expectations. © The little 
Collection of Promiſes is not yet printed; as ſoon 3s 

| they 


ir _ 
or OO OTIS RI” Oo 9 EO 
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they 


his Bleſſing. I queſtion whether Mr. B— 
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8 


they are done, I will ſend you two hundred, and as 
many more as you pleaſe. I propoſe to have two thou- 
ſand worked off: my Motto muſt be, what Virgil 
pleads by es of Recommendation to his Poem on the 
Bees, 

« ps eft ſua Wor parvis.” 


Or rather, what the inſpired Writer ſays, in order to 


diſplay the amiable and wonderful Condeſcenſion of 
the Lord Jehovah, He does not deſpiſe the Day Ly A 
Things. 

Accept the two Sermons 5 wait upon you: one 
for yourſelf, and one for a Friend. The Author is 
worthy Neighbour, who loves his Divine Maſter, — 
labours in his Vineyard. When ſhall we have ſome of 


your Diſcourſes? I verily think they would be welcome 


to the World, and our Lord would honour them with 
—'s Man- 
ner of Writing will meet with much Acceptance: there 


is ſomething very good and fervent; not correct and 


noble. However, what God bleſſes, is bleſſed indeed: 
when he ſmiles upon a Perſon, or his Performance, 
both the one and the other ſhall have Favour with all 
the People. May this be with my dear Correſpondent 
and Brother: be with him in his going out, and com- 
ing in, from this Time forth for evermore. 

I hope you have a Packet of judicious and weighty 
Remarks from Mr. Brine; and will tranſmit them to 
me, enriched by an Addition of your own. I take this 
Opportunity of ſending Voluſenus de Tranſquillitate, be- 
cauſe I would not have you — it, till you have 


| ſeen whether you like it; and if you like it, then I de- 
fire you will ſeek no farther, but keep that which is 


in your Hand, Dear Friend, 
Ever your's, 


J. HERVRERV. 


1 LEY 


> 


no more, only, that 1 am, 
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LETTER XXX. 
; On preſenting his Works, 


Weſton, * 35 1757. 
e 5 Friend, 


.. CCORDING to Promiſe, Ino defite' your Ac- 
ceptance of my feeble Eſſay; ſtrengthen it with 


your Prayers, that it may go forth in the Name of the 
Lord God of Hoſts, and ſpread abroad the Savour of | 


our Divine Redeemer's Name. I expect a ſevere At- 
tack' from the Reviewers; but our God and Saviour, 
whoſe Grace we would magnify, whoſe Intereſts they 


- would oppoſe, can turn thoſe wiſe Men. backward, and 
make their Knowledge fooliſh. 


For any Remarks, Corrections, and Improvements 


from your Pen, I ſhall be ſincerely thankful. Pray 


tranſmit whatever of this Kind occurs in the Peruſal; 


an Edition is printing on ordinary Paper. Tell me, 
whether you will have any of theſe to diſtribute among 


the Poor. 


I have ſeveral Letters to write, before my Servant 
goes to Market. This will be my Excuſe for adding 


Ever your? 5 


74 Henvrv. 
P. S. You will pleaſe to deliver Mr. Smith's Letter. 


N 5 S LE T- 
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LETTER XXXL 
On correfting Mr. R—'s Manuſcript. 


: SN Weſton, Sept. 21, 1757. 
My dear Friend, 

EREWITH I return your lively and charming 
H Manuſcript. In giving it this Character, I have 
no Deſign to flatter the Author, or elate him with Va- 
nity ; not to flatter him, becauſe what I ſay, is the ge- 
nuine Sentiment of my Heart: not to elate him, be- 
cauſe I aſcribe what is beautiful and excellent to the 
Father of Lights. 

Some perhaps may think the Beginning of the Piece 
is rather too ſcholaſtic. Is it right to ſay, the Saviour, 
(or God under the Relation of a Saviour) exiſts by a 
Neceſſity of Nature?“ Page 1, l. 3. © Is it Safe to 
fay, the living God, expiring in Agonies of Diſſolution ?” 
Should it not rather be, he who 1s the Living, &c. 
Page 3, Line 12. I aſk theſe Queſtions chiefly for my 
own Information. 1bid. Would you ſay © a Fountain 
is cloathed with Diſgrace ? ?” As it is not cuſtomary to 


cloath Fountains, I am in ſome Doubt whether this is 


proper. Page , Line 13, * Delicious Delight.” Is 
there not too great a Similarity between the Subſtan- 
tive and its Epithet ? Page Alt. Line 13. © Brilliant” 
is an elegant Word ; but as it always leads our Ideas to 
the Luſtre of a Diamond, it ſeems not to enlarge, but 
diminiſh our Conceptions of the Redeemer's Glory, 
which infinitely tranſcends, not Diamonds only, but 
Stars and Suns, 

Theſe, my dear Sir, are the only Remarks I have to 
offer in a critical View, or in the Capacity of a Caviller: 


{ ſhall only add my Prayers, that your Arrow may go 
7 forth 
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forth as Lightning, and be as the Whirlwinds of the 
South; conſpicuous as the former, forcible as the 
latter ! 

T ſend you, according to Promiſe, the firſt Vohuite 
of my poor Attempt ; examine and correct it, that it 
may be leſs unworthy the glorious Subjects, in Caſe 
the good Providence of God ſhould vouchſafe to ho- 
nour it with another Edition; and do not fail to implore 
the Bleſſing of Heaven upon it, that it may not be as 
Duſt upon the Hedges, but as Dew upon the Graſs. 1 
with you much Succeſs in your evangelical Aſſociation. 
As for me, my Abilities, which at beſt, and when moſt 
diſengaged, are really like a Thing of Nought, are now 
entirely taken up with the Work upon the Wheels; 
no leſs than eight Men are conſtantly employed upon 
it: if therefore you could give me any Aſſiſtance, it 
would be very ſignally ſerviceable to the moſt infirm, 
but n not the feaſt ———_ of your F riends, 

J. Hervey, 


$7541 


1 TET TER XXXU. 
On the Same. 


We is hah 11 1 7 
My dear Fritnd, 2 1 


XCUSE my Delay i in returning your truly valu- 
able Keg I purpoſed to do it ſeveral 
Times, but my frequent Indiſpoſitions, my Pur- 
poſes were — * off. You muſt not expect a punctual 
Correſpondent in me: to will is preſent with me, but 
oftentimes how to perform what I wiſh, I know not. 

I have read your Plan again and again, and each 


Ti ime with new Pleaſure. I will now peruſe it once 
more, 


+ PAM 
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more, with the Pen in my Hand; and whatever ap- 
pears to want a retouch, I will freely obſerve, 

Page 1. © Right noble,” is what Mr. Johnſon would 
call a cant Term, graceful only in the Herald's Office, 


and in the Titles of great Perſonages. 


Thid. © Greatneſs of Soul, Elevation,” &c. Is there 
not a Redundancy of fine Expreſſions here? 

Tbid. © Evangelical Virtue, together with vital Faith.“ 
Should not Faith take the Wall of Virtue, as being 
Senior of the two? I mean, ſhould not Faith be men- 
tioned firſt ? 

Page 2. © Rotting in our Graves,” The Word 
rotting is too ſordid, unleſs uſed on Purpoſe to pour 
Contempt. 

id. Natural Education.” Is natural a proper 
Epithet to this Subſtantive ?' Is not © deſpairing” 
rather too ſtrong a Word, unleſs you ſoften it by the 
Inſertion of almaſt ? 

Thus far I had written laſt Saturday, and was un- 
expectedly called down to receive a Viſitant: he proved 
to be a young Clergyman, a Stranger, charged with a 
Meſſage from my honourable Friend, Lady Frances 
Shirley. Woe had ſome ſerious Converſation, which 
he ſeemed to enter upon with Readineſs, and purſue 


| with Pleaſure. May the Father of Spirits command 


it to leave a Savour of Chriſt on our Hearts! I now 
reſume, not the Office of a Critic, but the Sedulity of 
a Friend. | 

Page 4, l. 4, del. 20%; 1. 6, r. and for meer. Sup- 
poſe you was to enlarge upon the preceding and fol- 
lowing Articles, add a few Sinews and a little Fleſh to 
your Skeleton, would it not be more graceful? ? Might 
it not be more uſeful ? 

Page 5. I have incloſed two Sentences in Hook's, 


which. appear not abſolutely needful. 
E 4 Well 
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Well, my Friend, if you are enabled to form your 
| Youth on the Model you propoſe, happy are the Chil- 
dren committed to your Care. The Lord Jeſus give 
you Strength to execute, as he has given you Wiſdom 
to deſign, I have been guilty of a Fault too common 
with me, the Fault of miſlaying my Papers: J cannot 
find, with all my Search, the Letter which, at my Re- 
queſt, you was ſo kind as to return, It will I prefume, 
come to Hand, when I do not look for it. I will re- 
gard it as your Property, and make a Conſcience of 
reſtoring it, though it be but as a Thread, or a Shoe- 
latchet I wiſh you would ſend me one Copy of every 
monthly Paper publiſhed by your Eyangelical Society: 
J have none but thoſe written by yourſelf, — The third 
Edition of Theron and Aſpaſio has made its Appear- 


ance: I have not heard with what Acceptance from the 


Public.-I hope you will pray for the Succeſs of this 
Work. —I hope the Lord will hear your Prayers in 
Behalf of my projected Work: and may all your affec- 
tionate Prayers for me, return with an abundant In- 
creaſe of Bleſſings on your own Works, your own In- 
tereſts, and your own Heart. Forgive the Delay, ang 
forgive all the Faults of, my dear Friend, 


Your unworthy Brother: in Chriſt, 
J. Hervey. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXXIII 
Ou publiſbing bis Sermons. 


Saturday Morning, Nov. 1757. 
My gear Friend, ee, | 
CCEPT my Thanks for your precious Manu- 

; ſcripts; pray continue theſe epiſtolary Favours. 
Excuſe the Delay of my Acknowledgments; I have been 
very buſy in correcting my three Sermons for the Preſs: - 
by To-morrow's Poſt I return the Proof of the laſt half 
Sheet, ſo that they will ſoon make their Appearance, 
The Lord, whoſe Glory they would promore, of whoſe 
Grace they teſtify, both give them Fayour, and accom- 
pany them with Power. This is the Title, . 
The Time of Danger, and The Means of Safety; to which 

is added, The Way of Holineſs. | 

I will order my Bookſeller to pack up one of the Ser- 
mons for you, together with Theron and Aſpaſio for 


Mr. Crabtree, to be left with Mr. Ward, If you ap- 


prove the Diſcourſes, I will fend you ſome of them to 
give away among your poor Neighbours.—Laſt Night 
came to Hand your Treatiſe on the full Aſſurance of 
Faith. Lord! let the bleſſed Doctrines deſcend into 
my Heart, and ever abiding in'my Soul, ever operate 
on my Converſation. I will, as the Lord ſhall direct, 

place out your Treaſure to Intereſt. My Letter is ſhort, 
but my Sermons will be long. I muſt now be very 


ſparing of my brown Bread, leſt you ſoen complain of 


a Glut, Thanks for the Peruſal of Mr. Witherſpoon's 
Letter; it diſcovers Tafte and Judgment, Prudence and 
Piety, in the Writer. May theſe, and all other Gifts 


and Graces of the Spirit, abound in your Correſpondent, 


yourſelf, and your Brother, 
J. HxRvxv. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
On anſwering Mr. Weſley. 


Saturday Morn. Jan. 1758. 
My dear Friend, 85 95 
ANY Thanks for your Thoughts on the Covenant. 
You have indeed ſet Plenty before me: may I 
be enabled to ſelect what is moſt proper for my Purpoſe; 
what may be, under the divine Bleſſing, as a A 'faſ- 
liened in @ fure Place. 

You enquire after my intended Anſwer to Mr. 
Wefley : I am tranſcribing it for the Preſs, but find it 
difficult to preſerve the Decency of the Gentleman, and 
the Meekneſs of the Chriſtian : there is ſo much unfair 
Dealing running through my Opponent's Objections, 
and the moſt magiſterial' Air all along ſupplying the 
Place of Argument. Pray for me, dear F riend, that I 
may not betray the bleſſed Cauſe, by the Weakneſs of 
my „ nor diſnonour it by the Badneſs of my 
Temper. | 

Whether I ſhall be enabled to finiſh this Work, is 
apparently uncertain; my Cough ſeizes me in the Night 

like a Lion, and leaves me, before the Morning, weaker 
than a Babe. It has ſo totally deſtroyed my ſmall Re- 
mainder of Strength, that I am quite unable to preach ſa 
much as once on the Lord's Day: I am obliged to beg 
Aſſiſtance, and am looking out for a Curate, to take the 
whole Buſineſs 'on his Hand. May the Head of the 
Church vouchfafe to furniſh me with a faithful and wiſe 
Steward, who may ſupply my Lack of Service, and give 
his Houſhold their Portion of ſpiritual Meat in due 
Seaſon. 
Pray has Mr. Wood finiſhed his Work? Methinks I 


Thou be Sad to have that Volume returned, that in 
Calc 
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Caſe my Life drops, I might have a. Copy corrected, 
and ſo leave it, that my Survivors might be at no Loſs 
concerning it. X$ 

I had, not long ago, the Favour of a Viſit from your 
worthy Neighbour, Mr. Talbot. He came, accom- 
panied with Mr. Maddin; and both were like Men 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire; fervent in 
Spirit, and ſetting their Faces as a Flint. 

Iam, my dear Friend, 
Your's, moſt affectionately, 
J. Hzrver. 


LETTER XxXXV, 
On various Subjects. 


| Weſton, Feb. 18, 1758. 
J dear Friend, 55 of ” 
I Have ſent you a Quarter of an Hundred of the Faſt 

L Sermons ; and I thank you for putting me in a Way 
to ſpeak for Jeſus Chriſt by my Pen, ſince I am ſtil} 
incapable of pleading for him, or giving Honour to him 
with my Tongue. May He, whoſe Countenance is as 
the Sun when it ſhineth in its Strength, vouchſafe to ſmile 
upon the Diſtributor, the Readers, and the Writer! 

Do not give yourſelf much Trouble about Neonom 
Unmaſked, I value it much, but can do without it, or 
perhaps procure it elſewhere. There are but few Books, 
whoſe Sentiments I ſo generally approve, or whoſe 
Doctrine is ſo thoroughly evangelical. 

The Letter from Cirenceſter you will permit me to 
keep one Week longer, or till another Packet; at leaſt 
fill ſome other Diſpatch comes to you, It ſhall _ ry 
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miſlaid. I ſincerely thank you for your Admonition on 
this Subject. I have of late been guilty of to eats in 


this Particular, almoſt to a Sin. 
- Let me expect the ſpeedy Accompliſhment of your 


Promiſe. Cannot you get a few Moments to run over 


the Alterations in the firſt Volume, when Mr. Wood has 

tranſcribed them? together with a curſory Glance of 
your Eye, will you not beſtow a EW. improving Touches 

of your Pen? 

Excuſe me, if I proceed no farther. I have juſt been 
writing two Letters, one for Wales, another for Scotland; 
and ſhould write two more before my Servant goes to 
Market, and that which would be a Recreation to your 
vigorous, is a Toil to the enfeebled Hand of, 


Your very affectionate Friend, 
| ſis Hervey. 


LETTER XXXVI. 


On his Curate Remarks on Mr. IWe 4 5 Book. 


Maſlon, recs 17 8 
Ay dear Friend, 
R. Carter rolls me you have been il. By this 


Time, I truſt, your Strength is renewed: May 
your Ability for the Service of our divine Maſter in- 


creaſe, as much as mine decreaſes! 


I have a Curate, a godly Man; loves Chriſt; nies; 
ſtands the Goſpel, and will watch over my Flock, with. 
more Aſſiduity, I hope war oreater Sar than their 
original Paſtor. 

My affectionate Reſpects to Mr. Cr: tell him I 


cannot ſpare Mr. Weſley's Book, becauſe I am tran- 
{cribing, 


"i 
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ſcribing, though very ſlowly, and with a moſt feeble 
Hand, my Remarks for the Preſs; in executing which 
Work, I have continual Need of having his Letter 
before me. He urges no Argument, either to eſtabliſh 
his own Opinion, or to overthrow mine; only denies the 
Validity of my Reaſons in ſuch Manner as the follow- 
ing: How does it appear that Chriſt undertook this 
before the Foundation of the World, and that by a 
poſitive Covenant between Him and the Father? 
« Neither of theſe Texts, nor all of them prove, what 
they were brought to prove, that there ever was any ſuch 
Covenant made between the Father and the Son.“ 
Your Thoughts upon the Joys of Heaven vill be very 
welcome, and very ſuitable to my Caſe. Thanks, ever- 
laſting Thanks; for the Blood of the Lamb, in which our 
| Robes are waſhed; and all we are, all we have, yea, all 
we do, is made whiter than Snow. 
Fere is an Author's Mite towards the Relief of our 
poor Brethren in Hampſhire. Let it come to them, 
not as from ]. n but as from the God that hideth 


himſelf. Ever * > 


Ie 


LETTER XXXVII. 
On a ped Doctrine. M pether Sin be an 22 
Offence. 
TOP April 15, 1758 
' My dear Friend, 


1 Thank you for your Pundtwality in returning the 
Manuſcript Papers, at the Time requeſted. I thank 


you alſo for your very welcome, and no leſs valuable 


_ Obſervations on the Subject. 1 7 am more and 
8 more 
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more confirmed in my Opinion, notwithſtanding all the 
Objections; or rather, Iam more and more convinced, 
that Mr. Marſhall's Doctrine is the Doctrine of the 
| Goſpel. To this my Reaſon ſubſcribes: this I think is 
taught in the Scriptures : this Tam ſure is approved and 
ratified by my own daily Experience. When I depart 
from this precious Truth, Aſſurance by the direct Act 
of Faith, I fall into Darkneſs and Diſtreſs ; but when, 
looking for no Evidences in myſelf, I depend on the 
free Promiſe of God in his Word; when regarding my- 
| ſelf only as a poor Sinner, I confidently truſt in Chriſt as 
my Righteouſneſs and Salvation; then light Beams 
forth, and Comfort ſprings up. I propoſe to make ſome 
Alterations in Dialogue XVI. and as it is already too 
long, to divide it into two Conferences. Beſeech the 
Lord Jeſus that I may not bewilder my Reader, but 
clear his Way, and guide his Steps. | 
By the Jaſt Poſt, I received the Proof-ſheet of « A 
Demonſtration, &c.“ Twill return it to Mr. Hayward, 
by the next Mail, according to your Defire. I will alſo | 
venture to make a few flight Alterations ; but I ſhall do 
this with Heſitation and Timidity. If ever you conſign 
over any of your future Compoſitions to my Inſpection, 
I muſt inſiſt upon it, that you yourſelf peruſe and correct 
what your Friend offers by Way of Improvement. I 
will criticiſe for you, but not pretend to finiſh for the 
Preſs, It is impoſſible I ſhould, like the Author, take 
in the Deſign, comprehend the Method, and advert to 
the Language; impoſſible therefore, that I ſhould be fo 
proper and competent a Judge ; beſides, there are ſome 
Things that do not pleaſe and ſtrike me like others. 
Upon theſe I would put a Query, Was the Determina- 
tion referred to you? But I dare not alter them, barely 
upon the Report of my own Imagination; neither could 
Lalter them entirely to my own Satisfaction. 


6 | I ſee 
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I ſee you look upon Sin as an infinite Offence, Page 
6, Line 4. I preſume you mean objectively, yet I can- 
not bring myſelf to adopt this Opinion. I am inclined 
to think that we ſhould reſerve and appropriate the 
Word infinite wholly, intirely, and without any Excep- 
tion, to God and his Perfections. But I am not po- 
fitive. In this and every Thing, O! that I might have 
the Teachableneſs of a Babe! I have the Weakneſs, 
Lord grant me the Docility of a weaned Child; yea, 
of a Babe and Suckling. I ſhall long to ſee the Eſſay 
mentioned Page 12, in the Note: this will ſuit my 
Taſte, and, I fancy, be not a little impreſſive on the 
Generality of your Readers. The Thoughts in the Diſ- 
ſertation before me, are ſolemn, grand, and of tremen- 
dous Import. God from on high accompany them with 
his Bleſſing, that they may humble us all, and bring us 
to the Feet, to the Croſs, to the Blood of Jeſus. 1 
ſhall deſire Mr. Hayward to order a Dozen for me, to 
be left at Mr. Rivington's. I am, my dear Friend, 


though very, very weak, yet inviolably your's, 


J. Hervey. 


LETTER XXXVIIL 
Various Publications on his Theron and Apaf 0. 
22 Aay 13, 1758. 


My dear Fri end, 


Send the ſecond Volume, and my beſt Compi 
. to Mr. Wood. If he is not tired of the Work, I 
would beg of him to be rather expeditious, than curious. 


If ever the Piece comes again to the Prefs, the Compo- 
| ſitors will deface and ſpoil the moſt delicate Writing. 


When 
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When the Bearer returns, you will tranſmit the firſt 
Volume, both the interleaved Copy and the other. 

Have you ſeen Mr. Brine's Anſwer to the Letters on 
Theron and Aſpaſie ?. I find this Piece begins to be 
taken into Conſideration. Not only Mr. Brine and 
Mr. Weſley has animadvetted upon it; another Trea- 
tiſe I ſee is advertiſed in the public Papers, intitled, “ A 
Plain Account of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, in N on 
ſeveral Paſſages in the Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio.” 
I hope the Attention of Mankind will be awakened 10 
this important Subject; and may the Father of Liglits 
enable his Miniſters to make the Viſion, the capital 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, plain upon Tables, ſo that he 
who runs may read. Ever your's, 


B 


1 E TT E R XXXIX. 
On Mr. Goldney—On he Conduf? of his W: orfmant. 


Weſton, * 155 1758. 

My dear Friend, 

Will treaſure up, and very ſafely keep, your ſprightly 

Thoughts: may they, through the divine Spirit, be 
Prompters to my dull Invention, 

Mr. Goldney's Letter to his Subſcribers T happened 
to ſee, before he made any Overtures for an Intercourſe 
with me; I thought him, if not impaired in his Intellects, 
extremely injudicious; have therefore given no Encou- 

ragement to his intended Viſit. Poor Man! he is fo 
far from having any Thing like Judgment; that he does 

not underftand the common Rudiments of Grammar. 
This however I muſt ſay in his Behalf, that he is mo- 
deſt. When one of my «„ ſignified to him, 
that 
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that on Account of my extremely ill State of Health, I 
choſe to decline Viſits and Company, he did not offer to 
intrude himſelf. He has been at Weſton Church ſeve- 
ral Times, but I hear no good Report of him. This 

may be owing to that Spirit of ö which 
walketh through the Earth. | 

8 turns out worſe and worſe. 1 am afraid I ſhall 
have. much Trouble with him, and much Loſs from him.. 
He begins to grow deſperate. He told my Mother to 


her Face, he would arreſt her, and take away the Bricks 


from my Ground, though every living Creature, from 
Sir Thomas Drury, the able Juſtice, to the meaneſt 
Mechanic, pronounce them mine. I have been obliged 
to conſult a Lawyer upon the Occaſion. He pays 
Nobody: poor Workmen are diſtreſſed for Want of 
their Money; and betwixt you and I, he appears to be 
— ſay Nothing of theſe Things, only, if you can 
think of any Expedient to ſerve me, communicate it. 
He has embroiled himſelf in ſome Scrape, for which the 
Conſtable of Weſton is now _— with a Warrant to 
apprehend him. 


The incloſed I wrote at Dr. Stonhouſe's particular 


and repeated Deſire. Without my Knowledge, he 
committed it to the Preſs. Examine it, improve it, and 
ſend it back, leſs unmeet for our divine Maſter's Uſe. 

I have ſome Thoughts of anfwering Mr. Weſley's 
Remarks. I mention this Deſign, that, unfledged as it 
is, it may have the Benefit of your Prayers. Tiere is 
the Word on this Occaſion. Tell it to none, but our 
unerring Counſellor: to Him the oftner you recommend 
it, the better. : 

Our united and cordial Compliments attend yourſelf, 
and your truly amiable — Ever your's, 


J. Hzaver, 


vor. IV. = LET. 
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EE T TER N. 
on Mr. Valo 5 Obje#ions. 


N 


I. Non, Seh. 305 1758. 
25 dear Friend, 
R. Weſley, among other Objedtions to Thieron 
and Aſpaſio, finds Fault with the Doctrine of a - 
Covenant. eſtabliſhed between the Father and the Son 
calls upon me to prove it by Scripture, and defies me 


; 
\ 
to prove that it was made from Eternity. W 
1 find, from reading & e that Dr. Oven has l 

* 

v 


8 4 


tr To of the » berge 93 are moſt 2 and. — n 

Arguments that are moſt forcible. FCC E 
Hy the Way, let me deſire you to examine your. Wit: 

ſius, and. obſerve whether, it .contains this Reference; to B 


Owen. By this you may know, whether yqur's is the re 
beſt Edition. I have now two Impreſſions of that excel- ſe 
lent Book before me; the beſt has the Reference, Page. . of 
142, the other has not. Px 

I expect, ere long, a Parcel from Warwick, which 
will be highly welcome to FA: 1 
Ten Sz moſt E codally | 8 

5 8 J. Hervey. 


1888 What i = become ee Had he finiſhed 
the Work according to Contract, he would now have do 
leventy Pounds to take. W 
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LETTER XII. 
On his Correſpondence. 


| Meſton, Oct. 14, 1758. 

My dear Friend, 1 
| Ow Night I received your Packet by the Poſt, for 

which you will pleaſe to accept my beſt Thanks: 
a Continuation of your valuable Thoughts will be very 
welcome: the Lord render them equally uſeful! I wiſh 
you was at my right Hand, that I might conſult you 
more particularly about my intended Anſwer. I hope 
you will not fail to implore for me, the Guidance of the 
wonderful Counſellor. | 

My kind Reſpects to good Mr. Carter: I wiſh him 
much Light trom the Lord; much Comfort in his 
Heart, and much Succeſs in his Work. 

I wiſh you would ſpeak to S about paying the 
Bill of a young Man who lately wrote to him. He 
rents ſome Ground of me: his Name, J— G : he 
ſerved S. with his Team, and now is in great Want 
will write me an Order, I will 


pay him. 
I can now add no more, becauſe the Bearer waits, and 
is in Haſte to be gone, unleſs it be, that Iam | 
| Ever your's, 
J. HERvRvx. 
P. . Franks are e always welcome to me: however, 


do not diſtreſs yourlef, for 1 am in no —=— 
V ant. _ | | « ON : 


= LET. 
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LETTER XIII. 
On building his Houſe. 


e 175 1 
My dear Friend, 


Have but a few Moments allowed, to anſwer your 

kind Letter no Complaints of the Builder. The 
Houſe goes on apace, but I have not been able to go up 
to the Houſe of the Lord, ever ſince Chriſtmas; no, nor 
yet am able: bleſſed be God for the Houſe not made 
with Hands! I ſhall be very glad to fee your Contem- 
plations on the Perfection and Joy of that happy Place. 
The Franks come at your Call, may the Lord's 
Preſence and Power proſper what you have diſtributed, 
and what you are preparing for the Public. Excuſe my 
Brevity. Ever your's, 


J. HERv Ev. 


7 he following Letters, bearing no Date, cannot be Placed & in Chronological 
Order. 


L E * E R XIII. 


Deſiring his Opinion of an Argument in the Dialogues —On 
Pi TE, © * * of Scripture. 


2h dear Erined, | 
N Saturday laſt, an Accident hindered me from 
writing by the Newſman, and ſending as I pro- 
poſed, your very ingenious Preface. The Author ſeems 
to be a Perſon of fine Taſte, ſolid Judgment, very ex- 


tenſive . and no — to Chriſtianity. I 
cannot 


« & 


ww + —— . Kg 
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"cannot but wiſh him Succeſs in his Work, and ſhould be 


ſtrongly inclined to purchaſe it, if I was not poſſeſſed 
already, of Chambers's Dictionary. I hope I ſhall not 
diſappoint your Expectations by the next Return of the 
Newſman. In the mean Time, be fo good as to exa- 
mine the following Attempt to -anſwer the Objection 
made in my laſt. 

Theron. Pray do you allow tun Chriſt is God? 

Afpafio. We not only allow it, but we inſiſt upon it, 
and make our Boaſt of it. This is the very F oundation 
of his Merit, and the Support of our Hopes. 

Ther. This may aggrandize the Merit of Chriſt, but 
it will increaſe the Difficulty of your Taſk ; for, ac- 
cording to this Opinion, Chriſt muſt make Satisfaction 
to himſelf! And is not this a Practice quite unprece- 
dented? a Notion perfectly abſurd? 

Aſp. It is quite unprecedented you fay. On this 


Point I ſhall not vehemently contend ; only let me 


mention one Inſtance, Zaleucus, you ra the Prince 
of the Locrians, made a Law, that whoever was con- 
victed of Adultery, ſhould be puniſhed with the Loſs 


of both his Eyes: his own Son was apprehended in the 


very Fact, and brought to a public Trial. How could 
the Father acquit himſelf in ſo tender and delicate a 
Conjuncture? Should he execute the Law in all its Ri- 
gour? This would be worſe than Death to the unhappy 
Youth. Should he pardon fo notorious a Delinquent? 
This would defeat the Deſign of his ſalutary Inſtitution. 
To avoid both theſe Inconveniences, he ordered one of 
his own Eyes to be pulled out, and one of his Sons; by 
which Means, the Rights of Juſtice were preſerved in- 
violable ; yet the Tenderneſs of a Parent was remarkably 


indulged; and may we not venture to ſay, that in this 


Caſe, Zaleucus both received and made Satisfaction? 
Received it as a Legiſlator, even while he made it as a 
F aher. 

32 Ther. 
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- Ther. I cannot fee how this Suffering of the Father 


| Was, in any Degree, ſatisfactory to. the. Law, ſince. the 


Fer and the Son could not be conſidered as one, and 
the, fame Perſon. It may paſs for an extraordinary and 
romantic Inſtance of parental Indulgence : It may ftrike 


the Fancy of the benevolent and compaſſionate. Hearer ; 


but if tried at the Bar of Equity and Reaſon, it will 
hardly be admitted as any legal Satisfaction: it will 
probably be condemned as a Breach of Nature's: firſt 
and fundamental Law, Self-preſervation. 

Aſp. What you obſerve, I muſt confeſs has Weight. 
It will ablige me, I believe, to give up my Illuſtration. 
Neverthele&, what you urge againſt the Propriety of 
my Exemplification, tends to eſtabliſh the Truth of my 
Doctrine: for Chriſt and his People are actually conſi- 
dered as one and the ſame Perſon. They are one 
myſtical Body; He the Head, they the Members; ſo 
intimately united to him, that they are ſaid to be Bone 


of his Bone, and Fleſh. of his Fleſh. By Virtue of 


which Union, their Offences were charged upon him: 
their Sins were puniſhed in him; and by his Stripes, 
they; are healed; they obtain Impunity and Tate. :--.-: 
Though there may be Nothing in the Procedure of 
Men, which bears any Reſemblance to this Miracle of 
heavenly Goodneſs, it receives ſufficient Confirmation 
from the Language of Scripture. ... .. 
He who wrote as an Amanuenſis tg „ in 
order to receive the finiſhing Touches of your Pen, 
will probably find Promiſes more full and explicit on 
each Head; or, perhaps, Will think of ſome other Par- 
ticulars, that ſhould be taken. under Conſideration. If 


you will examine and complete the little Collection, they 


ſhall be printed very neatly, ſo as to he ornamental to 
the Book, as well as beneficial to the Owner. 


< k PF 
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PROMISES 


our Sins in his own Blood. 1 432 
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Jai. i. 18. Sin as Scarlet, ſhall 'be white as Sei 
Iſai. xliti. 25. I am he that blotteth out thy Sins.— Af 
xiii. 38, 39. The Forgiveneſs of Sins. —Epb. i. 7. 
Redemption —the Forgiveneſs of Sins.— 1 Peter ii. 24. 
His own Self bare our Sins Rev. i. 5. en us 5 from 


OF 7" 


Thai. xlv. 24, 25. In the Lord I have Righteouſneſs, — 
in the Lord juſtified, — Rom. iii. 21, 24. Juſtified freely 


by his Grace, through Redemption in Jeſus. — Rom. 


viii. 33, 34. It is God that juſtifieth—it is Chriſt that 
died. 


Or SANCTIFICATION. 
Deut. xxx. 6. Thy God will circumciſe thy Heart, to 


f love the Lord thy God. Jer. xxiv. 7. I will give them 


an Heart to know me, the Lord.— 1 Cor. vi. 11. Ve 
are waſhed, ye are ſanctified by the Spirit of our God.— 
1 Theſſ. v. 23. The God of Peace ö your whole 


Spirit, Soul and Body. 


In TEMPTATION. 
I Cor. x. 13. God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you 


to be tempted above your Ability.—2 Cor. xii. 9. My 


Grace is ſufficient for thee; my Strength perfect in 


Weaknefs, 


IN 1 | 


7b v. 17. Happy the Man whom God corredteth, 
Deſpiſe not the Chaſtening of the Almighty.—P/a. I. 15. 
Call upon me in thy Day of Trouble: I will deliver 
thee. —2 Cor. iv. 17. Our light Affliction, but for a 
Moment—worketh for us a Weight of Glory, 


In Drxartu, 


P/al. XX111. 4. In the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
I will fear no Evi, thou art with me.— 1 Cor. xv. 55, 


F 4 57- 
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57. O Death where is thy Sting—God giveth us the 
Victory.—2 Cor. v. 1. Ifour earthly Houſe is diſſolved, | 
we have a Building of God.—Fohy iii. 16. Whoever 1 
believeth ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
At the Top I would have this Text: God hath 
given us exceeding great and precious Promiſes.” At 
the Bottom this: God being willing to ſhew unto the 
Heirs of Promiſe, &c.“ I have now taſked and tired 
; Fou, but the latter I ſhall not often do, in fo immoderate 
2 Manner. For the former, your Work ſhall be with 
the Lord, and your Reward from your God. Gratitude 
and Love is all you muſt expect from, ) 
DearSir, 
Your obliged and affectionate Brother, in Chriſt Jeſus, 


J. HERvRv. 
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LET TER MIV. 


On his Building —The Critical Reviewers —His intended 
Reply to Wen. 8 
My dear Friend, 


: 1 Intended to have made my Acknoyhägmehes for 

your laſt Favour by Saturday's Newſman; but an 

4 unexpected Accident rendered my Deſign impracti- 
by cable. 
| I afſure you, I eſteem ſuch Letters to be a Favour i in- 
| deed. Let me beg to have them continued; they 
- breathe the genuine Spirit of Chriſtianity. Chriſtianity 
thus diſplayed, is ſupremely noble, and worthy of the 
bleſſed God: thus enjoyed, is highly delightful, and 

conſtitutes both the Dignity and Happineſs of Man. 
I believe it will be in a Manner impoſſible to begin 
my new Houſe this Year; z we have no other Abode, as 


yet, 


N me 
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yet, fit to receive us. Before the Commencement of 


another Winter, we hope to be accommodated, and 


to remove; ſo that Mr. S—— may proceed as early 


as he pleaſes in the following Lear. 
I have not had the Pleaſure of ſeeing the Critical 


Review for December; but I find from the Adver- 


tiſements in the public Papers, that they take Mr. Jenks - 


and his Recommender to Taſk. I am not diſappointed: 
I expected no Quarter from them. 


You would ſmile, and be a little ſurpriſed, if you 


was to ſee what employed my ſpare Hours almoſt all 


laſt Week. I never had ſuch an Inclination for Buf- 
foonery in all my Life: it was occaſioned by the un- 
worthy and abuſive Treatment which the Reviewers 
beſtow upon all the moſt valuable Writers that appear 
in Public; and I verily think if their Inſolence can be 
curbed, it muſt be done in purſuance of Horace's Maxim. 


Ridiculum acri >, 
Fortius, . 


Or in Obedience to that Command of unerring g Wiſdom, 
Anſwer a Fool according to bis Folly. I am now there- 
fore digeſting and tranſcribing a Parcel of Remarks, 


which will amount to a Shilling Pamphlet, and ed 


receive the following Title : 


NED DRY'S APOLOGY 
for the CriTicar Reviews. 
With a complimentary Card to thoſe Gentlemen. 
This written 1 hat publiſhed. 
By James Hervey, A.M. 
« Ut tu fortunam, fic nos te celſa teremus.” Honk. 


Whether it be expedient to publiſh ſuch a Thing, the 
Lord Jeſus knows; and I truſt the Lord Jeſus will di- 


rect; they are the Enemies of his Cauſe, and I ſhould 


be very well pleaſed to bear my Teſtimony againſt them. 


No Mortal knows that I have any ſuch Thoughts, you 
only 


—— 
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only excepted. , Let it remain a profound Secret; he, 


Jeech, as I know you will, beſeech him who 1s Head 


over all Things to the Church, torvouchſafe his heavenly 


2 


Guidance. Give 1 me your, fog Opinion. If I can get 


a Perſon to tranſcribe, I will, ng you a Copy. 
a ei Cheſt, 8 


. Hervey. 
P. S: 2 | you A ut ; _ Guinea among your poor 


7 SEAT 


the Guinea in the Book 1. eee mentions.— 
A ſmart Piece . J 


by fa. 
* 2 
9 9 ® » 88 - 42 i 


% * 5 d : 
* Nine — F n 1 E * 
* 
* a WY =, s XxX 


8 


7 1 
742 fe 344 


LETTER XLy. 


On bis Fed 2 Remark on 4 Mr. $ Sublifin 
Notes on Plays Dr. ale s "Opinion on 1. 0 
mY __ 


Tue 1 anger 
Graber Svicad; n UI AS OS 4 & 


| 1 Thank you for your beautiful Reps aus and fige 


Harangue, which "makes me with it had been your 
Office, not to encourage, but to execute. 

I thank you likewiſe for your Criticiſms ? confounded 
and plaguy are low cant Words, not uſed but upon 
droll Subjects; and though T believe they are proper 
enough on thoſe Occaſions, yet, as they are ſeldom 
heard, but from the Lips of the Licentious, or Pro- 


fane, they would, 1am apt to ſuſpect, offend the fetious 


„ DM 


The Paragraph, "alien to er you and 
your Friends very juſtly. condemn. It was intended to 


cenſure the Clergyman for his ſhameful Diligence, i in 


writing Notes upon cw looſe Comedians, and to give a 
Repre- 


2 
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Repreſentation of his Performance not very inviting : 
but it may be ſaid of the Attempt, Peccato corrigendo 
pecceat. I have altered it in this Manner: Mr. Sn, a 


Reverend Clergyman, who has lately been very zealous 


to edify the pious. World, by publiſhing and expounding | 
a Brace of luſcious Comedians, has no leſs obliged and 
improved the learned World, by letting them into the 
Meaning of the curious Word, cftive: and I cannot but 
acknowledge, that the Expoſitor has been juſt as laud- 
ably employed as his Authors. Such Kind of Works 
are the propereſt Place in the World for ſuch Defi- 
nitions and Explanations. Though for my own Part, 
I do. not much want good Mr. S—n's Inſtructions on 
this Subject, becauſe I ſee the Thing exemplified when- 
ever the Critical Reviewers point out Excellencies, or 
beſtow. Praiſe.. Whether this is proper, Te tuorque Pines 
fit, judicium. 

This Mr. S—n, I am ws to ſay 1 it, was a Fellow 
Collegian of mine. I well remember him at Lincoln 
College, but I had not the leaſt Intimacy with him. 


He joined, if J am not miſinformed, with a Brother 


of your late excellent Friend, Mr. Seward, to publiſh 
an Edition of Beaumont and Fletcher. I hope God 
will make Mr. Witherſpoon's Pen as ſharp as a Razor, 
to cut the Comb of ſuch Writers, and their Works. I 
was ſorry to ſee, from a Paragraph in a late Newſpaper, 
that, by the command of the Prince, the Tragedy of 
Douglas (to which Mr. Witherſpoon alludes) was re- 
acted at the Theatre Royal. Ah! my Brother, this is 
one Source, one copious Source of our Miſeries; if 
Princes will encourage ſuch corrupting Entertainments, 
there never will be wanting even Miniſters to write for 
them, and Magiſtrates to attend them. O that the 
Prince of the Kings of the Earth would give our Rulers, 
and all that are in Wen to 4. 28 the Things that 
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Little do you think what I am going to tell you—that 
my Friends, who have ſeen the Piece, abſolutely diſ- 


approve of it. 


A Gentleman in the Neighbourhood, a Perſon of 
fine Taſte, to whom an Acquaintance of mine ſhewed 
It, ſays, Horace ſhall give my Opinion, | 


& ve, Faris 
Te Tae, indignum. 
—— Hec mea Cura eſt, 
Ne quid tu per das, nati fis Focus. 


Dr. Stonhouſe ſays, it is a low, dull, Lorie 
Thing; that I am no more fit for ſuch Kind of Writ- 
ing, than a Carrier's Horſe to run a Race. He read it, 
he tells me, to ſome ingenious Ladies, who have a Re- 
gard for my Character: they declared they would come 
over to Weſton, and down upon their Knees, (if it 


were needful) to ſolicit me not to publiſh it. Mention 


nothing of theſe Matters: I have mentioned them to 
none but yourſelf. Thoſe are the only Perſons that 
have ſeen the Manuſcript. Amidſt fuch a Diverſity of 
Opinions, How ſhall I determine? Shall Warwick or 
Northampton turn the Scale? The Lord, Jeſus Chriſt 
overrule the Determination. If it may be for his Ho- 
nour, let it appear with Courage and Confidence ; if 
not, let it be conſigned over to Silence and Oblivion. 

I am glad you receive ſuch Advantage and Delight 
from the great Dr. Owen. Peruſe, and tell me what 


you think of the Pamphlet, intitled © A Friendly At- 


tempt,” &c. You are not to return it, but only your 
Sentiments of it. Pray have you ſeen Mr. Goadby's 
Expoſition ? The Word farrago, which you make uſe 
of, makes me conjecture you have ſome Knowledge 
of the Work. I ſaw a Specimen of it in Manuſcript, 
and it ſeemed to me the very Thing which your Ex- 


| preſſion denotes. He conſtantly fays, in his Adver- 


tiſement, 


R., 90 


8 
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tiſement, the Sale b every Day, yet 1 know no 
Mortal 1 in theſe Parts that purchaſes it. 

I have ſent, according to your Deſire, the Apps N= 
dix ; but in Caſe the "Apology ſhould; appear, this, I 
think, had better be 8 becauſe it relates pretty 
much to myſelf; and to ſpeak properly in ſuch a Caſe, 
is very difficult; to ſpe 1 much, diſcovers an inward 
Wound, and tells the World the Party i is galled, which, 
though it is not fact, yet, if ſuppoſed, would give an 
Occaſion. for Triumph. Never was I leſs concerned 
for any Thing of this Nature, than for the bad Words. 
of the Reviewers, Never did I covet any one's good 
Word leſs than theirs, | 

Mr. S— calls upon me. I hope to return your Ma- 
nuſcript by. the Newſman; and may I never forget Him 
who on , Return unto me for I have redeemed thee. | 


Affectionately your's, 
= = | | J. Hervey. | 
9 . 8. 5 abe ſent the Guinea for Mr. Underhill to 


you, having no convenient Method of tranſmitting it 
ſt * e . 


. 5 — | | 

if 3 555 | | : 

The following are the Paſſages, or ſome of the Paſſages, which I 
i. would have annexed to the 3 

it 

a LETTER XLVI. 

1 5 on. the Critique on Fenks's Meditations. Se 


E TE LIE of Mr. Jenks's Medietiane as given 
he the Critical Reviewers. 
1 Cum Notis variorum. 
15 0 The Meditations are not in the leaſt adapted to 
5 bail up the Soul in Faith, in Holineſs, or Joy.” _7 
- a: 


(Owe 
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"This Aſſertion is a full Evidence that theſe Men 
never knew in the leaſt what is the Nature of vital 
Faith; Holineſs, or Joy: and as they declared them- 
ſelves” utterly deftitute of the Spirit of Religion, I am 
confident no one Chriſtian in the World, who reads 
Mr. Jenks, will believe a 
& They are Ridiculous and Enttifaſtic.” 
| Ridiculous to no Man who knows what it is to be 
fihious concetning his God, his Soul, or his Salvation. 
The Reviewers have not the exalted Happineſs to poſ- 
ſeſs the leaſt Spark of this glorious Enthuſiaſm ; an 
Enthuſiaſm every Way conſiſtent with rectified Reaſon; 


an Enthuſiaſm which Moſes and the Prophets, Chriſt 


and the Apoſtles, expreſſed in its nobleſt Perfection. 
© They are like Hairs on the greaſy Coat of a Groom, 
or like Diſh-water thrown down the Kennel.” 
Theſe Reviewers are in the Eyes of every real Chriſ- 
tian upon Earth, much better qualified to execute the 
Office of a Groom to Horſes, than to play the Critic's 
Part on Books of vital Chriſtianity ; and if they were 
paid only in Proportion to their Merits, Diſh- water 
would be their higheſt Reward for their Work. - .. 
« They are Nonſenſe—one great Blot—the Author 
can neither write nor read. | 
An eternal Blot in the Reviewer's Character. They 
can evidently neither write like Chriſtians, nor read like 


true Critics. This every wiſe Man who reads their 


monthly Productions will immediately ſee. 

Pray return this Paper. I hope you will be en- 
abled to fill up the Vacancies, with ſome ſmart Re- 
marks. Sure we may, without Offence to Piety or 
Charity, pray with the 2 Make Thar. En 
aſbamed, O Lord. 


The true Temper aud Saule of the Critic cal 3 


Does there not appear, drawn from their monthly 
Pamphlets, great Self-eſteem for their own Senſe, Pe- 


UW wi | tes wit 
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actration, Learning and Diction? A very high Idea of 
their Importance and Weight in the * Wold. 
« We are the Men!” A reſolute Determination to vindi- 


| cate themſelves with Rudeneſs and orerbearing Fierce- 


neſs and Impudenee. 

A moſt rooted and cordial Hatred of all the glorious 
Peculiarities of the Goſpel ; a ſpecial Spite and Wenem 
at the moſt ſpiritual and evangelical Authors; a Scorn 
of all Reproof, and an Expectation that the Public adore 
them, as the Revivers of true Taſte. | 

A hearty Contempt of the Public appears in their 
filthy and fooliſh Extracts from Books of the moſt 
worthleſs Character: they appear almoſt deſtitute - of 
true critical Taſte, and eſpecially of real Candour, and 
generous Benevolence. I can fee nothing lovely in 
them as Men or as Scholars; and as for Religion they 
themſelves tell us that they have not one Grain of it. 

In a Word, the real Impiety of Infidels—a rooted 
Spite at vital Godlineſs—a rank Venom of Heart—a 
Cruelty and Hard-heartedneſs towards wiſe and worthy 
Men, infinitely beyond themſelves—a Spirit of Con- 
tempt towards the Public—the real Malice of Devils 
and horrid - Malignity of the Damned, ſeem to me to 
be the grand conſtituent Parts of: their Temper, and 
the Eſſentials of their Compoſitions; and if I were to 
with them the finiſhed Ruin of their immortal Souls, I 
would wiſh they might poſſeſs eternally the ſame Con- 
tempt and Enmity towards God, and the ſame infernal 
Malevolence towards all good Men as they have abun- 
dantly expreſſed in their twelve monthly Pamphlets! 

Liars, in acting oppoſite to their Plan: I appeal to 
that Public which theſe Men have inſulted, by ſuppoſ- 
ing them to be ſo far deſtitute of Religion, Grate, ani 
good Manners, as to join theſe Reviewers in prophaning 
the Name of the Almighty Majeſty : in making a Joke 
of vital Devotion, and injuring the blameleſs Character 
ol their * fellow Subjects. By ſtiling them 

| Airy 
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dirty Enthuſiaſts, they diſcover great Wantonneſ of 
Cruelty. 

Theſe ſorry W bo affronted the Public, by 
oppoſing the general Voice, for the Writings and Re- 


putation of the Author of the Meditations among the 


Tombs, &c. Do they imagine they can injure his 
Character with any ſenſible Man, or true Chriſtian * ? 


LETTER XLVI. 


My dear Friend, 


HANKS for the incloſed. I have nothing to ſend 
with it, but my. cordial Wiſhes, that the Writer 

and the Lender may go on, in their glorious Warfare, 
from conquering to conquer. May I not hope to re- 
ceive a Packet by the Return of the Bearer?' A Packet 
which will lay me under an Obligation to Mr. Wood 
and Mr. Ryland? ? which will always be gratefully ac- 


knowledged by, 1.8 
. Hervey. 


= 
LETTER XLVIII. 
07 various ;s Subject. 


My dear Friend, 


D before the Arrival of your Packet, Mr. D 
J ſet out for Warwick, promiſing himſelf much Plea- 
ſure, and equal Profit in your Converſation. I truſt 

you will meet each other in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſings 
of the Om of ChRAIT --.. | 
5 Mintert 
E 
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— 


W 
b 


MP . 


1. fl ed 1. ©” 


LETTERS TO MR. RYLAND. 81 


Mintert is at your Service, as long as you pleaſe. 
Mr. D took with him Douglas, &c. By the 
Bearer, I ſend two Volumes of Voyages and Travels; 


| the other five to follow, whenever you give the Signal. 


No Picture, nor any of the Works of Witſius from 
Holland. Mudge upon the Pſalms 1s not at preſent 
within reach; it will be ſoon, then it ſhall wait upon 
you. Mr. Davis's Letter is again miſlaid; that I mean 
written by his own Hand ; a much longer, tranſcribed 
by Mr. Cruttenden, ſupplies its Place, As to any Di- 
alogues for Vol. IV. there are none in being: I have 
only ſome Hints, and thoſe chiefly in Short Hand. I 
do aſſure you, though I have a Heart to the Work, I 
have neither Strength nor Spirits to execute it: when: 
{ retire to my Study, I can but juſt read, or pray a 
little, not think or write at all. My Deſign of printing 
three Sermons, proves an Abortion: two Diſcourſes I 
purpoſe to correct in a little Time; the Lord of all 


| Power give them a proſperous Voyage, that they may 


traffic for his Honour: mine are Merchantmen, your's 
ſhall be Men of War, and both, I hope, will be the 
Means of fpreading abroad the Savour of Chriſt's Name. 

No Letter from Mr. Witherſpoon; I believe I neg- 
lected to anſwer his haſt Favour, therefore cannot ex- 


*pect a renewed. Inſtance of his Friendſhip. I have not 


Leiſure to peruſe his Epiſtle to you, nor your pleaſingly 
jong Letter to me, becauſe the Bearer waits to be diſ- 
patched, and my Horſe ſtands ready to receive his 
Maſter. The former ſhall be returned, and the latter 
acknowledged by the firſt Opportunity. | 

[ can promiſe nothing to Mr. Wood, Have only 
told him, that I ſhall remember his Offer, and that a 
Recommendation from Mr, Ryland will always have 
Weight with mg, Moſt freely I cranſmit another Crown 
for the poor Woman, and another for whomſoever you 
mall judge a proper Object. Excuſe my great Haſte 
and rapid Scribbling. _ Ever your's, 

Vor. IV. G | J. HERvrv, 


if they are Corrections. If Mr. 
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LE.TTE R:. XLIX. 
On his Ilineſs —Enquiry after Hubbard. 


My dear Friend, 


1 Muſt deſire you to accept my Thanks for your elo- 
quent Diſplay of the Accompliſhed Preacher ; and 
may the Lord accept my Prayer, when I beſeech him 
to grant, that you may be what you deſcribe. 

We will expect your Company, and I will not de- 
ſpair of ſeeing the Continuation of your Thoughts on 
ke Pleaſure of Religion, and the Execution of your 


Promiſe, with regard to your Aphoriſms on Faith. 


J have been under the Surgeons and Apothecary's 
Hands. Have ventured out To-day; and God be 
praiſed was enabled, though with much Weakneſs, to 
teſtify of the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. O! that 
the Word may proſper, and the Work not recall my 
feveriſh Diſorder. I ſee you very much commend Mr. 


Hubbard, an Author with whom I have had no Con- 
verſe; will you introduce me to his Acquaintance ? And 


when Opportunity ſerves, lend me the Diſcourſes men- 
tioned page 15, of the Preacher, | 
« On the Love.of Chriſt.” 
« On the Imitation of Chriſt.” | 
I have ſent the firſt Volume of Theron, &c. with 
Alterations: at your Leiſure peep upon them, and ſee 
will be ſo kind 
as to tranſcribe into the interleaved Volume all the Al- 
terations which have your Imprimacure, or rather Tranſ- 
feratur, I ſhall be much obliged, * 
Excuſe my Scrawl—T write with my Gloves on—am 
ſo warm, I dare not PR them off—they call me to my 


Supper 


3 


Meſton, Sunday r 
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Supper Tea —ſo I muſt take my Leave of my Friend, 
whoſe I am in the Bonds of the Goſpel, and uy ſincere 
Affection, 
J. HERvEr. 
—̃— 
LETTER I. 

On Zimmermanus—On reprinting his Viſitation Sermon. 
My dear Friend, Fe 


E my Delay i in anſwering your Letter, and 
acknowledging your Preſent tranſmitted by Mr. 


Venner : they both deſerve my ſpeedier Thanks, which 


you will accept though late. As I expected by every 
Poſt, the Packet from London, I purpoſely withheld my 
Pen, intending upon the Receipt of your Proof-ſheet, 
to ſend you any Remarks that occurred, by the very 
firſt Mail; and reſolving within myſelf, not to ſuffer 
any Alterations of mine to take Place, till they had been 
ſubmitted to your Examination, and received your Ap- 
probation. In this Reſolution I ſtill perſiſt, and you 
muſt not defire, I had almoſt ſaid, you ſhall not oblige 
me to 1 from it. Criticiſing on theſe Terms, and 
with ſuch a View, I ſhall execute my Part more freely, 
otherwiſe I ſhall heſitate, act with Timidity, and ſcarcely 
venture to diminiſh a Jot, or add a Tittle, | 

Tam ſomewhat ſurpriſed that you, who take ſo many 
of other People's Children under your Care, ſhould be 
unwilling to finiſh the Education of your own, your 
intellectual Children. I mean the Offspring of your 
happy Invention. The Treatiſe you mention, as it is 
begun, ſo let it be finiſhed by yourſelf. You muſt 
look upon me as a broken Veſſel. I have not written 


3 x Line (ſuch r have oppreſſed me) towards the 
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Accompliſhment of my intended Work, during ſeveral 


Weeks; and yet I am ſtrongly importuned t& correct 
the Tranſlation of a ſmall Latin Treatiſe, De Eminentid 
Copnitionis Chriſti, to form it into my own Manner, and 
publiſh it under my own Name. This Method, it is 
thought, may be a Means of making it ſpread, and 
rendering it profitable to the Tranſlator, who wants 
Gain, almoſt as much as others want Grace. The 
Piece was written originally in German by Liborius 
Zimmermannus. Have you ſeen 1t, or heard any Ac- 
count of it? I fancy you have not: there are ſome 
charming evangelical Truths in it, moſt comfortable, 
encouraging, delightful! But it ſeems to want Order, 
and a proper Arrangement. Here it ſhould be pruned, 
and there it ſhould be grafted. If I ſhould attempr 
to diſpatch this Buſineſs, I muſt beg, not only your 
Peruſal of the Piece, but your Correction of the Tranſ- 
lation, and eſpecially your Examination; your exact and 
rigorous Examination of the Doctrines. 

Another Propoſal is made to me, and that by a Mem- 
ber of your Evangelical Society. Mr. Vivian propoſes 
to print his Viſitation Sermon; one on the like Occaſion 


by Mr. Davis of Virginia, and mine. To print them 


all together in one Pamphlet. I told him that mine 
would rather be as Lead upon the Heels, than as Wings 
in the Body of his intended Piece: that ſome hundreds 
of the ſecond Edition now lie upon the Bookſellers 
Hands. He perſiſts in his Propoſal, notwithſtanding 
this diſcouraging Circumſtance. He would print, if 
there be four or five hundred of mine unſold, an equal 
Number of his own, and of Mr. Davis's; and ſtitch them 
together. What ſhall I do in this Caſe? I cannot per- 


ſuade myſelf that the Scheme is likely to ſucceed; or 


rather, Lam perſuaded, that the Alliance which their 
Works ſolicit with 1 mine, will be a „ rather than a 


F urtherance. | 


_ Pleaſe 


— wo APA } — — &@ — — 2 2 


in my Lener, ] 
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Pleaſe to preſent mine and my Family's Compliments 
to Mr. Venner, and accept the ſame yourlelf, from, 


Dear Sir, your affectionate and obliged, 
J. Hexrver. 


LETTER LL 
On Dr. Doddridge's Diary. 


My dear Friend, 


V laſt was ſo very long, that I will only trouble my 
dear Friend with a Line at preſent. Did not you 


mention, and with Applauſe, a Method of keeping a 


Diary? which, if I remember right, you told me, was 
uſed by Dr. Doddridge. I ſhould be obliged, if, when 
you have Leiſure, you would communicate to me the 
Plan. Thanks for the extremely ingenious Preface, and 
Mr. Hurrion's ſolidly uſeful Books. What entertaining 
Accounts of Genius and Induſtry in the former! What 
delightful Diſcoveries of Grace and Love in the latter! 
We would taſte the firſt, but drink into the laſt. Virgil 
has an Expreſſion, which, to a ſober and temperate 
Mind, may give a lively Idea of the Apoſtle's — 


Pleno je proluit Auro; 


though I ſhould be afraid to propoſe ſuch an Illuſtration 
to the World. [This was written to have waited upon 


you laſt Week, but poſtponed for the Reaſon mentioned 


Your's, 


. HzRVEx. 
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LETTER: 
On * * the Reviewers— On various Subjects. 


Thurfday Evening. 
My dear Friend, Op 
CCEPT my Thanks for your Packet. I ke the 
Thoughts with which you have filled up the va- 
cant Spaces. And would you really have me publiſh 
Mr. Dry's, &c.? The good Lord direct me. This will 
certainly bring upon me the moſt unrelenting Perſecv- 
tion of the Reviewers Pen; but what have I to fear? 
Succeſs they cannot withhold; it is not by Might, nor by 
Strength, not by their Favour and Recommendation, 
but by Hrs Se1rrT. Reputation is not my Aim; yet if 
I had this End in View, it is written, * They that honour 
me I will honour.” O! that it might be for the Honour 
of Chriſt! then I would run all Hazards, and publiſh it 
at all Adventures; and if He pleaſes to proſper, your 
fix Bibles for his poor People ſhall be made twelve. 
Thanks for Maſon's Catechiſms: ſome ſuch ſmall 
evangelical Treatiſes are greatly wanted. I am fincerely 
glad you are going to publiſh ſomething conſiderable ; 
the Lord Almighty make it acceptable, and make it 
powerful. I have been hurried almoſt ever ſince the 
receiving your Packet. If it be poſſible, I will return 
your Manuſcript by the Newſman. 
Mr. White writes like a Man of great Politeneſs, as 
well as eminent Piety. The ſecond Volume of Jenks 
waits upon you, together with Marſhall. But you are 


miſtaken in apprehending, that I have added Notes to 


the new Edition, only a Kind of Preface; in which is a 
Sentiment or two, not very paſſable even with the pious 
World; yet ſurely they contain the Truth of Grace, and 
the Glory of the Goſpel. | 
b 1 
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II Live, Ipropoſe to ſend you in a Frank, the Appen- 
dix to my intended Pamphlet. In what Size ſhould it 
appear, and what Price ſhould it bear? You forgot to 

ive me your Opinion about my Cenſure of Mr. Goadby 
and his Life of Bampfylde Carew. I would not do any 
Thing unkind. How would he have acted in ſuch a 


Caſe, who ſays, Be ye Followers of me, even as Iam 


of Chriſt?” Mr. Marſhall, if you pleaſe to accept it, is 


your own; as is, on the ſame Terms, 
| J. HERVEv. 


LETTER Ll, 


On his Argument with Mr. S. 
| Thurſday Evening. 


1 to my worthy Friend for intereſting him- 
ſelf in Behalf of my Affairs: I may now ſay, Jacta 
et alea. I have this Moment given my Conſent to the 
Terms propoſed by Mr. S—, and purely to gratify him, 
my Mother and Siſter have departed from my Reſolu- 
tion, with Regard to the Price. Articles are drawn up; 
to theſe I have aſſented in general; only have deferred 
ſigning them, in order to have them inſpected by ſome 
Perſons of better Judgment than myſelf, that if there 
ſhould be any little Matters neceſſary or proper to be 
added, they may be ſuggeſted and inſerted. With this 
Proviſo I have agreed, I hope the Work will be ſo 
executed, as to give me little Trouble, and get the 

Archite& much Credit, EE 
Twenty-five Sermons are ſent, and accompanied 
with my earneſt Prayers, that they may be among many 
People © as a Dew from the Lord, and as Rain upon 
G 4 the 
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the Graſs.” You may, if you find them acceptable to 


your People, command another Cargo. 


The third and fourth Volumes of Voyages are ſent. 


Mr. Fellows's Poem is received, but you muſt not ex- 


pe& any Thing conſiderable from my Remarks. My 
Imagination, as well as mY Conſtitution, fades like yander 
Leaves. 


I think the Critical Reviewers are ſomewhat like 


Balaam, who had a ſtrong Inclination to curſe; but was 


overruled to bleſs the People. I ſend you four Franks, 


and remain, inviolably your's, 


J. Hervey. 


LETTER Lv. 


Remarks on Mr. Ryland's Writings —On the Number of 
Copies printed—On a Preface—On the Dedication. 


b | | Sept. 3» 1758. 
My dear Friend, „„ 


1 Thank you, for taking in good Part my free Remon- 


ſtrances, and impartial Objections. See what it is to 


have to do with a Chriſtian ! his Mind, though endued 


with manly Wiſdom, is meek as the weaned Child. May 
my Soul be more and more caſt into this amiable Mould ! 
And as you accede to my Opinion, may I be enabled to 
imitate your Humility. 

I thank you alſo for the Peruſal of your Manuſcript. 


I hope the Giver of every good Gift will enable you to 


compoſe, to finiſh, and to publiſh, many ſuch animated 
Pieces. You aſk me to correct; but ſhall J venture to 
alter, or preſume to cenſure Mr. Ryland's Writings ? 
No: I will only tell him, what the World, when fa- 


voured 


+ wo & A 2 
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voured with his Works, may poſſibly ay. « We could 


wiſh that our favourite Author, in ſome Parts, was not 
quite ſo ſcholaſtic, and metaphyſical; and that in others, | 
his Sentiments, though all ſhining, and his Words, 
though every one elegant, were not quite ſo diffuſe,” 
My own Piece is indeed in the Preſs, and by this Poſt 
I return the fifteenth Sheet corrected. I remember my 
Promiſe; and let me look upon it as my Privilege. As 
ſuch, I aſſure you, I ſhall eſteem ir, if you will freely 
animadvert upon every Inaccuracy, and by your friendly 
Remarks enrich what is impoveriſhed, exalt what 
grovels, and rectify what is erroneous. As ſoon as ever 
the firſt Volume is finiſhed, I will ſend it to Warwick; 
and give me Leave, till then, to detain your valuable 
Manuſcript. I took your Advice as to the Number of 
Copies to be printed, though ſome have thought I have 
proceeded injudiciouſly, becauſe my Bookſeller offered 
to give me two hundred Pounds, and fifty Copies bound, 
lettered and gilt, for Permiſſion to print four thouſand 
Copies of the ſmall, and ſeven hundred and fifty of the 
large Oftavo; but I muſt own, the Hope of correCting 
and rendering the Work leſs unworthy of the incompa- 
rable Subject, in Caſe Providence ſhould command a 
ſecond Edition, outweighs with me all pecuniary Conſi- 
derations. Have you conſidered what would be proper 
to lay before the World in the Preface? You who have 
lately been at our Metropolis, and know the Sentiments 
of Mankind, can judge of this Particular much better 
than an Invalid and Recluſe. I have not got the ſecond 
Volume of Vitringa, though I have ſent for it four 
Times, and waited, I believe, double the Number of 
Weeks. I want it very much, to conſult that maſterly 
Author, with Relation to ſome Texts quoted by Aſ- 
paſio. It is my admired Commentator, and what before 
all others I ſhould covet to read, if I live to ſee my 


_ preſent completed and launched into the World. But 


to Dr. Gill's Requeſt, eſpecially when ſeconded by Mr. 
3 In 
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Ryland, I can deny Nothing. As ſoon as ever I recover 
the Book, I will examine what is written upon thoſe 
particular Texts, and then tranſmit them to the Doctor. 

What do you think of my Sentiments and Reaſonings 
on the grand Subject of Faith? Is the Article of Aſſu- 
rance wound up too tight? Can ſome of my Brethren 
bear with me, if I ſpeak but ſlightly of that celebrated 
Diſtinction, the Faith of Adherence, and the Faith of 
Aſſurance? A Gentleman of eminent Piety and ſupe- 
rior Senſe told me, that receiving of Chriſt, is a caſting 
of the Soul upon, and truſting 1 in Him, and Him alone, 
for whole Salvation, which is ſucceeded by a ſtrong, a 
lively, heart-cheering Aſſurance. That this Aſſurance 
is diſtin& from ſaving Faith, and no Part of it, nor inſe- 
parably connected with it; ſaving Faith being exerciſed 
on the Perſon of Chriſt as an all-ſufficient and willing 
Saviour; whereas the Faith of Aſſurance is exerciſed 
upon a Propoſition, viz. That Chriſt died for me. 
Weigh theſe Thoughts in your Balance, and let me know 
the Reſult. 

I believe I muſt dedicate my Book to a Lady of Qua- 
lity, and I would fay fine Things, not of my Patroneſs, 
but of her Religion. I wiſh I could give an amiable 
Picture of the glorious Goſpel. I wiſh you would lend 
me a few bright Tints, ſuch as might repreſent it in a 
light honourable, amiable, and attractive.“ 


Ever your's, 


J. Hervey. 


LET. 
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TT EET TER LY. 


Conſults Mr. R—On the Dedication — On the Calunny 


which he laboured under. 


| My dear Friend, | 


12 you a Dialogue on Faith, No. XVI. Be ſo 
kind as to return it with your Remarks, Alterations, 
and Improvements. Laſt Week I tranſmitted, in looſe 


Sheets, the firſt Volume of the Work, that has long been 


conceived, and is now come to the Birth. Here alſo 
your Corrections, though too late to enrich this Edition, 
will be very acceptable. Give me Leave to aſk your 
Opinion with Reference to a Dedication. ' This you 
know will be a detached Piece, of a ſmall Size, printed 
in a large Type, and addreſſed to a Perſon of Diſtinc- 
tion. Theſe Circumſtances will render it peculiarly 
conſpicuous, and expoſe it to a more ſevere Examina- 
tion. Anticipate the cenſorious Critic, and freely find 
Fault with the following Eflay : | 


« To the Right Hon, Lady F—— $ _— 
« Madam, | 


| | « fs ehe ee ent wich the tur Valles 


neſs, or prejudicial to real Happineſs, I ſhould be 
extremely injudicious, and inexpreſſibly ungrateful, in 
preſenting theſe Eſſays to your Ladyſhip. But as the 
Religion of Chriſt is the grand Ornament of our Nature, 
and a Source of the ſublimeſt Joys, the Purport of the 
following Pages cannot be unwortky the Countenance 
and Protection of the moſt accompliſhed Perſon ; neither 
can there be a Wiſh more fuitable to the Obligations, or 
the Dictates of a grateful Heart, than that you may ex- 


perience what you read, and be what you patronize. 
« Did 
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« Did Religion conſiſt in a cuſtomary Round of ex. 
ternal dees. or a forced Submiſſion to ſome 
rigorous Auſterities, I ſhould not ſcruple to join with the 
Infidel in deſpiſing it; and with the Senſualiſt in having 
Nothing to do with it. You need not be informed, 
Madam, that it is as much ſuperior to all ſuch low or 
forbidding Singularities, as the Heavens are higher 
than the Earth: it is deſcribed by an Author, who learned 
its Theory in the Regions of Paradiſe, and diſplayed its 
Efficacy in his own exemplary Converſation: it is thus 


deſcribed by that incomparable Author, The King- 


dom of God is not Meat and Drink, but, &c.“ 

«© To be reconciled to the omnipotent God : to be in- 
tereſted in the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt: to be 
renewed in our Hearts, and influenced in our Lives by 


the ſanctifying Operations of the divine Spirit; this is 


evangelical Righteouſneſs; this is genuine Religion. 
This, Madam, is the Kingdom of God erected in the 
Soul. How amiable and inviting is ſuch an Inſtitution! 
What a Dignity, and what a Beauty are viſible in all its 
Parts! from ſuch a State, and ſuch a Conduct, what 
other Effects can flow, but that Peace which paſleth all 
„ en hb that Joy. which is * and full 
of Glory 


5 W there any Thing in 5 Amuſcmens of the 


gay, the Purſuits of the ambitious, or the Pomp of 
Courts, preferable or comparable to-theſe Bleſſings of 
the everlaſting Goſpel, I ſhould not take the Liberty of 
exhorting your Ladyſhip to perſevere and advance ir. 
thoſe Paths which you have been ſo wiſe and happy as 
to chooſe, are ſo conſiſtent and faithful as to avow; 
neither would that which 1s now my humble Exhortation, 
have been the invariable Subject of my Prayers, ever 
ſince I had the FROM of profeſſing myſelf, | 


tc Madam, &c.” 


* 17. Having Nothing to do with. I do not 
like this Expreſſion: How ſhall I expreſs the fame Idea 
— | | N in 
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in a more elegant Manner? Is there any Thing ful- 
ſome in all this? Any Thing unbecoming the Preacher 


I of Humility, or dangerous to its Poſſeſſor? O! that 


your Words O!] that my Words, and the Words of all 
Chriſt's Miniſters, may be ſweet as the Honey, yet 
penetrating as the Sting !—Have you formed the Plan 
of a Preface? I have thrown together a few Sentiments, 
but have not Time to tranſcribe them. The Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt proſper you in all your Labours, and enable you 
to pray for the weakeſt of all your Brethren. Though 
weak even to Contempt, one would think the Devil 

ſeems to rage againſt me; he has ſtirred up ſome enve- 
nomed Tongues to blacken and aſperſe my Character in 
all Places; nay, they threaten me by a Letter under their 
own Hand, to expoſe me in the public Papers as a Vil- 
lain. They ſpare not to talk of ſhooting me; and all 


this, becauſe hearing no recommending Account of their 
Character, I refuſed to receive them as my Tenants, and 
admit them to occupy my Land, Such Treatment I 


have not deſerved from them, but deſerve infingely 
greater Shame and Infamy from the righteous God; yet, 
as Chriſt has bore Ignominy in my Stead, ſurely Con- 
fuſion from God will not cover me; nor Reproach from 
Men hurt me. Say Nothing of this, only pray for me, 
that I may not be intimidated in my Spirit, nor exaſpe- 
rated in my Temper. I fear my own treacherous and 
naughty Heart, more than their Menaces. | 


Ever yours, 


C7 
J. HER VIV. 


þ LE T- 
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„r 


On Mr. Ryland's Efſay on Faith Is undetermined as to 
| publiſhing. 
This for my worthy Friend, 
ETHINKS I do not like the Word Its when uſed 


as a Relative to the Godhead, as it is generally | 


applied to the inanimate or brutal Creation. The Idea 
is low: it would pleaſe me better if the Sentiment was 
expreſſed in ſome ſuch Manner, On the eternal God- 


head, on all the divine Perſons, and all the divine Per- 


fections.“ 


I took my Pen in Hand with a Defign to have pointed | 


out other Inaccuracies, and to have made other Correc- 
tions, but my Intention outrun my Ability. I think 
you aſk, what Part of the Eſſay on Faith you ſhall leave 
out? I anſwer, the leſs you leave out the better: is it 
abſolutely impoſſible to take in the Whole? „I am loth 
to loſe a Thread, or a Shoe-latchet of this very important 
Subject.“ I beſeech you let your Paper be brimful; 

and I beg of the Lord God Omnipotent to ſtrengthen 
you with his Arm, to accompany you with his Smile, 
when you take the Field againft Doubts, Fears, Jea- 
louſies, and evil Surmiſings of Chriſt, which are the Bane 
of the Chriſtian's Comforts, and the Remora to his Holi- 
neſs. 

I forgot to return Mr, Witherſpoon's Letter. When 
he ſends you his Eſſay againft the Stage, favour me with 
a Sight of it. The Appendix, be ſo good as to return 
with Improvements; I am quite at a Loſs how to pro- 
ceed. On one Side, deſirous to bear my Teſtimony 
againſt the Enemies of our divine Maſter; on the other, 
intimidated by the Remonſtrances of ſome of my 


Friends. 
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Friends. That I have not entirely abandoned the De- 
ſign, you may ſee from the Alteration which I have made. 
Inſtead of the Appendix, Verax is to deliver a Paper, 
with a Deſire that it may be publiſhed, in order to pre- 
vent all Miſrepreſentation of his Conduct, and all Miſ- 
apprehenſion of his Deſign. The Paper I incloſe, and 
with it a Frank, to bring it back as ſoon as you have 
peruſed and corrected it. The fame Vehicle will be 
roomy enough to contain the Appendix likewiſe. Some- 
times I think ſomewhat of this Nature will be proper; 
ſometimes I think it will ſpoil the preceding Irony. 
Judge for me, unable as I am to determine for myſelf, 


J. H. 


L ET T R EVIL 


On building bis Hou iſe—On the Preachers Remark on the 


Aicroſcope. 
Nou. 21 757 . 


My 43 Finne, 


OU very much oblige my F *amily and myſelf, by 

intereſting yourſelf in the Affair of my new Houle; 
Iam perhaps timid and cautious to an Extreme. After 
all, I ſhall depend more upon your Influence -with my 
Architect, than upon the Obligation of Articles, though 
executed on ſtamped Paper. 

We are now removed into our new n and 
bleſſed be the divine Providence, none of us ſeem to 
have taken Cold. We ſhall be very glad of your Com- 
pany to inſpect the Building of Timber and Stone, and 
direct us to © the Houſe not made with Hands, eternal | in 
the Heavens.“ 

I have given Orders to my Bookſcller for an interleaved 


Copy of the . Shall be very thankful to him 


who 
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who has the Pen of a ready Writer, for tranſcribing the 
Alterations; and more thankful to ſomebody elſe, who is 
of quick Underſtanding in the Fear of the Lord, for | 
' reviſing and correcting them. 

I Tam glad to find that you have ſent the Chriſtian 
E. to the Preſs. May he who walks amidſt the 
golden Candleſticks, ſend it through his Churches, and 
form his Miniſters upon that excellent Model. I ſhall 
long to read it in Print, as J heard it with much Plea- 
ſure from your Manuſcript Copy. 1 
HFave a Care you do not depreciate your Works, by 

inſerting any Thing of mine. My poor Character is 
going to Execution. The Reviews have already put 
the Halter about its Neck; ; if therefore you would ob- 
tain Diſtinction, or are 'a Candidate for Fame, ſtand clear 
and detached from ſuch a contemptible Scribbler. 

You may put my Name among Mr. Turner's Sub- 
ſcribers. Send me one Copy. If upon Perufal it ap- 
pears a proper Preſent for any of my few Acquaintance, 
I will very readily take a Number. Upon the Subject 
of the Church, and its Government, I muſt proceed 
with Caution. 

I have, purely in Compliance with your Requeſt, 
made a few Animadverſions on Philander and Palemon. 
Such Offices I decline, for this, among other Reaſons, 
that my Friends may not be led unawares to rely on a 
broken Reed, amidſt all the Languors of enervated Na- 

ture; ſuch muſt a better Judgment and Taſte than mine 
unavoidably be. 

It would be a high Delight to examine Nature, and 
admire her Maker, i in your Company, and with the Aid 
of your fine Microſcope. Mr. Baker, I really think, 
deſerves your Thanks, as he has given us an excellent 
Comment on theſe Words of the Pſalmiſt, . Marvellous 
are thy Works; and has enabled us to add, = And that 
my Soul knoweth right well.“ 

Tou 
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You may draw upon me for any Number of the Faſt 
Sermons, and your Draughts will always receive due 
Honour. May the Lord Jeſus, who was himſelf cruci- 
fied in Weakneſs, vouchſafe to work by Weakneſs; or 
in other Words, by your truly affectionate, 


J. HERVEv. 


LE NN LI. 


His Doubts about Mr. Dry's Apology—Remarks on Mr. 
Goadby's Life of the King of the Beggars On the Cri- 
tical Reviewers —A young Clerg yman. 


3 | IVftm, Saturday Evening. 
- My dear Friend, 
OU have our united Thanks for your Advice re- 
lating to my old Houle ; but it is in a Manner 
impoſſible to practice it. As to Danger, it is my Opi- 


nion, that it would ſtand theſe ten Years; but I fully 


purpoſe, God willing, to abandon it at the Cloſe of the 
Summer. I am cutting down ſome Timber, that it may 
be ready for the Saw-pit this * and for tne Building 
another Year. 

I have ſent you Mr. Dry” s Apology: han it 1s 
written, it has been thrown by: I have ſeveral Doubts, 
whether my Pen carries any Edge, and whether the Edge, 
if there is any, be like the Saw, or the Razor: Is it of 
the former Kind? then it will not anſwer my Purpoſe, 
and will not gall and check the Adverſaries of Chriſt and 
his Servants, but will give them Occaſion' to triumph 
more extravagantly. Upon this Query judge rigo- 
rouſly, and the good Lord ſtrengthen your Judgmenr. 


Thave ſome Doubr, whether this Kind of Writing ſuits 


Vol. IV. | H my 


Flame.“ But as it is ſuppoſed to be ſpoken to a Boy, 
ſure it muſt be egregiouſly wreſting of the Senſe, to 


Heart to exerciſe 10 3 as the Critical Reviewers 
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my Character, as a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. Is it nor | \ 
the Euręart u which the Apoſtle condemns and baniſnes 8 x 
from the Converſation of Chriſtians? The principal | 


Reaſon to juſtify ſuch a Manner of Addreſs is, that no fe 


other Method ſeems to have the leaſt Probability of il f 
ſucceeding. All that 1s ſolid, theſe Men will evade by 5 
a Sneer ; and all that is ſerious, they will turn into Bur- m0 
leſque: Ridicule is the only Vein in which they will Þ 
bleed. 

Have you any Acquaintance who poſſeſs the humour. 
ous and fatirical Talent ? Could you get their Opinion 
and their Retouches, and without blazing Abroad the 
Matter | ? If it is not fit for Publication, I would have 
it remain a Secret. A Secret it is in theſe Parts: my 
own Relations know Nothing of it: one Perſon only 
has ſcen it. 

Should I mention the Caſe of Mr. G Page 11! 
Do you know any Thing of him, or his Expoſition? 
He pretends to be a very ſerious and holy Man. He 
once or twice came to ſee me, at my Brother's Houſe, 
and talked very devoutly. Is it not ſtrange. that ſuch a 
Perfon ſhould be ſo eager to ſpread ſo vile a Book, as 
the Apology for the King of Beggars? Does not ſuch 
Inconſiſtency in religious Profeſſors, bring a Reproach 
upon Chriſtianity? Does it not, ſince it is a public 
Offence, deſerve a public Reprimand? I have reproved 
this Gentleman in a private Letter, but to no Purpoſe. 

There is one Paſſage in the fourth Page capable of 
bearing a double Entendre, where Dr. Buſby is intro- 
duced, faying, «© Then my Lady Birch ſhall cool your 


app ly it looſely. However, ſift this and other Paſſages 
with as much Rigour (if it be poſſible for a benevolent 


will 


| ſuch a Thing naturally and gracefully? 
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will —_— uſe, if this Piece ſhould ever come 


Abroad. 


Ihave not the Critical Reviews, chord ſome Refe- 
rences want to be filled up. But I can eaſily borrow the 
former, and I can as eafily execute the latter. I have 
ſome Thought of adding, at the End, a Letter written 
to me by a very ingenious young Clergyman, on ſeeing 
the Remarks made by the Reviewers on Mr. Jenks's 
Meditations ; and likewiſe of extracting the groſs Paſ- 
ſages of their Calumny, and printing them (together 
with the Clergyman's Letter) cum notis variorum. I 
wiſh you would read them again, and put down an 
ironical Obſervation or two. Do not be unkindly mo- 
deſt here; your Hints will greatly aſſiſt me. All this 
muſt come in under my own Name. Verax, you will 
ſoon know, has made his Exit. How ſhall I introduce 

I have lent the Clergyman's Letter, otherwiſe I would 
have ſent it for your Peruſal. It is truly judicious, 'and 
quite poignant, though not under the Veil of Sarcaſm, 
but declaring the Thing as it is. The whole of this 
Addition I would compriſe in two or three Leaves. If 
you ſhould think, when all Points are weighed, that the 
Piece ought to ſee the Light, you muſt return it ſpeedily. 
I have expunged my Name; and if you read or ſhew 
the Manuſcript to any Body, it is of no Conſequence 
that the Author be known; but if it is publiſhed, I ap- 
prehend I ſhould put my Name to the Title-page. This 
I may. venture to imagine would promote its Sale; and I 
ſhould not be in the leaſt unwilling to bear my Teſti- 
mony againſt'the Enemies of our Lord and his Goſpel : 
though Imuſt expect ſuch Perſecution of the Pen as has 


not often been known, 
Let me! hope for a Continuation of your lively 


| Thoughts on the Subject of Chriſt's Religion, and beg 


of you to remember me, when you beſeech the Father f 
H 2 L.igbis 


o 
- 
— 
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Lights to inform the ignorant, and teach them in the 
; Way wherein they ſhould go; for I do aſſure you am | 
- very much at a Loſs how to proceed. I ſhall intreat our 
divine Maſter to direct your Mind, that you may be 
the Meſſenger of his Will to, 


A Brother i in Chriſt, 


J. Hervey, bs 

2 : - 

LETTER LIX. 1E 

On defending the Bait, | in Conerſation—On various al 


ES. ö 
Dec. 31. 


My dear Friend, | 
I AM juſt come up from Dinner, and who ſhould be 
1 there, but the Rev. Mr. Howen! who was ſo un- 
ſeaſonably zealous as to attack Mr. S on the Prin- 
ciples of Antipedo-baptiſm. I was ſorry to obſerve it, 
and thought it a Breach of Delicacy and Propriety in 
Conduct, eſpecially to do this to my Gueſt, and at my 
Table; therefore I took up the Cudgels, and perſonated 
a Baptiſt. Ifear I made my Opponent angry, and I am 
apprehenſive I ſhall be repreſented as a treacherous or 
perfidious Son of the Church. 
Thanks, many Thanks for your Eſſay, and for aſſur- 
ing me, that it is an Earneſt, as well as a Gift. I wiſh 
you had penned the Remarks that occurred on reading 
the Manuſcript; whether it is to be printed or not I am 
ignorant. Mr. Witherſpoon's Eſſay waits upon you, 
together with a very candid Letter which I received by 
the laſt Poſt. The latter you will return by the firſt 
Opportunity. Jenks's Meditations is likewiſe in the 


Packet. I ſhall overdo the Matter, and make.my Re- 
1 5 commendations 


Y, 


1 
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commendations thread- bare, by ſo frequently repeating 
them. Marſhal on Sanctification is ready to come 
abroad, with a Recommendatory Letter by Mr. Hu. 
May our divine Maſter and Head turn all to his Glory! 
I was really averſe to this Buſineſs: when ſhall I be able 
to withſtand Importunity? I hope Spence's Remarks 
on the Poetry of the Odyſſey will be of ſingular Service 
to the Birmingham Dialogues in Verſe. I think it is the 
moſt inſtructing Work of the Kind: to me it has been 
far more uſeful than Longinus, or Dionyſius Halicem. 
Shall not we ſee you this Chriſtmas? For my Part I 
am not deſirous of ſeeing many People; but your Com- 
pany will be always deſirable, becauſe I believe it will 
always be a Bleſſing to, Dear Sir, 


Your affectionate —— 


— 
LETTER IX. 
On various Subjects. 


My dear Friend, 


OUR Demand for a Number of Sermons, to diſtri- 
bute among your Neighbours, ſhall be honoured 
with due Compliance: if the Lord pleaſes to make them 
acceptable or uſeful, a freſh Supply ſhall be at your 
Service, and come at your Call, The meaner Sort, 
through ſome ſtrange Delay of the Bookſeller or Printer, 
are not yet publiſhed, otherwiſe they had been {ſent in 
this Parcel. 
I return your Synopſes FF jforia Sacra, with Thanks. 
What comes from your Pen, is more agreeable to me, 


than what is detached from your Library, The latter 
H 3 1 
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is reſtored, that the former may ſucceed in its Place. 


Remarks upon the Aphoriſms, and a Continuation of 7 
the Pleaſures of Religion, are the Favours deſired and | 


expected. 

From the Reviewers I expect no e but if the 
Cauſe be Chriſt's, it is written, © No Weapon formed 
againſt it, ſhall proſper.” Mudge upon the Pſalms I 
do not forget; but at preſent I cannot get at it, nor ſhall 
[ be able, till I remove my Books, and change my Habi- 
tation. Mr. S waits, therefore I detain him and 


you no longer, than only to add, 
| Your F riend and Brother, 
J. Hrvy, 


55 — — 


* 4 


LE 
On Neonomianiſm Unmaſked. 


My dear F. . 


R. 8 has juſt informed me, that he is ſetting 
out for Warwick, I diſmiſs all other Buſineſs to 
write you a Line. | | | 

I return, though with Reluctance, Neonomianiſm 

Unmaſked. I thought it had been your own by Pur- 
chaſe, and mine by Promiſe, I very much eſteem it, 
becauſe of its excellent evangelical Doctrine; and more, 
becauſe it is improved by ſeveral Remarks from your 
Pen, Ifit does not really belong to another Perſon, I 
muſt ſtill maintain my Claim. 

You left two Pamphlets, which are reſtored. If the 
obliging Penman has executed his Work in my firſt 
Volume, let it come back with the Bearer, and I will 
ſupply him with freſb Buſineſs, and pay him my beſt 

| Thanks. = | 


J have 


r 


* 
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1 have not been abroad; the Weather has been 
either ſo damp, or ſo cold. I hope your Health is firm, 


1 and your Spirits low. May they both, devoted to the 


beſt of Maſters, be eminently inſtrumental in 2 | 
his Honour, and advancing his Intereſts. 


Moſt cordially your's, 
J. HER vr. 8 


8 
/ rn been 


On the national ill Succeſs — Doubts concerning the Character 
| of Mr. & 


Wefton, Friday Night. 
My dear Friend, 


1 Hope by the Newſman of next Week, to feud you a 

Quarter of a Hundred of the Sermons ; they do not 
at. to me till To-morrow, or elſe they ſhould be 
tranſmitted to you ſooner. Conſidering the idle Inſig- 
nificance of our Fleets and Armies in Europe, and the 
formidable Advantages gained by the French in Ame- 
rica, the Voice of Alarm ſeems to be more and more 
needful. The God and Father of our Lord Jeſus - 
Chriſt, grant it may not found 1 in vain, even from theſe 
feeble Lips! 

We begin to be under ſome uncaſy Apprehenſions 
about Mr. S Hie has been unaccountably dilatory 
in my Mother's Buſineſs: he talked of getting her houſe 
ready to receive us in Spring, and he has hardly done it 
by Michaelmas : ill it is true he was, yet ſeldom con- 


fined to his room ; generally able, if not to work, yet 


to overſee Workmen. He ſeems to have but little 


Regard to his Word: if I ſhould enter into a Bond with 


H 4 him, 


* 
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him, has he any Bottom ? Is he a Man of any Subſtance? 
Sad Things are conjectured relating to the Cauſe of his 
IIlneſs. I wiſh it may prove a falſe Surmiſe, but Cir- 
cumſtances look dark. Your Prudence will incline you 
to mention Nothing of this Kind, only to have a wake. 
ful Eye on the Occaſion: he appears to be a random 
Conductor of Buſineſs. The Bearer, his Carpenter, is 
obliged to come to POO for freſh Orders, which 
Journey ſurely Mr. S ſhould have prevented, 
either by coming this Week, as he promiſed, or by 
giving ampler Directions before he left us. 
Pray adviſe us how to proceed. In this Requeſt, as 
well as in cordial Reſpetts to yourſelf, my Mother and 
Siſter join with our 's, molt ſincerely, | 


* 1 
— 
LET TE R LXIII. 
On the range Conduct of Mr. S—, 


My dear F, riend, 


Return the fix Numbers of the Appendix, er 
with my Thanks to you, for giving me this religious 
Entertainment, not omitting my poor Prayers to God, 
that the Lord may be ſeen over theſe faithful Labourers, 
and the Arrow of the Goſpel may go forth from their 
Lips and their Pens, as the Lightning. 
Whether S is returned to you, I know not. He 
15 gone from theſe Parts, but never called upon me at 
his Departure, nor I believe did he take his Leave of 
any one elſe; for he went off with Precipitancy and Con- 
fuſion, a Writ being out againſt him from the Perſon of 
whom he bought the Deals. Many more Debts came 
5 to 


— 


e ©, eo: 
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to Light: ſeveral of the Creditors have been with me, 
defiring I would pay them, or help them to get their 
Money. The Time aſſigned for finiſhing the Houſe 
draws near: no Chimney-pieces, Locks, &c. provided; 
and now Nobody will truft that unhappy Man, for fo 
much as a Pound of Nails. How I am to proceed, I 

am at a Loſs to diſcern: may the Eye of Omnipotence 
be my Guide! 

The Continuation of your Thoughts on the Subject of 
female Education, will be a welcome Favour. When 
you aſk what Progreſs I make in this or that Work, 
you fetch a Sigh from my Breaſt: my Strength is in- 
deed become Labour and Sorrow. In about three 
Weeks Time, the Leaves on the Trees will be an exach 
Emblem of my State. 

As to the Anſwer to Mr. Weſley, I am not fully de- 
termined; but if Life 1s ſpared, I am much inclined to 
publiſh it, hoping it may be a Teſtimony for the Grace 
of our God, and the Righteouſneſs of his Chriſt. 

I ſhall be glad to fee Mr. Johnſon's and Wither- 
ſpoon's Letters: will return them ſpeedily and punc- 
tually, as you muſt return the incloſed little Poem; 
it was written by a Clergyman of Diſtinction, brought, 
Iam told, to the Knowledge of Chriſt, by Mr. White- 
field's Preaching. That he and you may have many 
ſuch Seals to your Miniſtry, is the unfeigned Deſire of, 


Decar Sir, your truly affectionate Friend, 


J. Hervey. 


LET- 
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LETTER Ha. 
On the Sale & his I ritings. 


3h dear Friend, 


, CCEPT my Thanks for your Advice, relating to 

8 the Lord direct me how to proceed! ] 

detain the Bricks chiefly for my own Security: if he 

would go on, and finiſh the Houſe according to Agree- 

ment, he would find me not very rigorous in this or any 
other Article. 

Herewith I ſend you three Quarters of an Hundred 
of the Thoughts on Sunday Viſits, and a Dozen of the 
Faſt Sermons. My Stock of the latter grows low : and 
Rivington has fold off, a few Scores only excepted, that 
vaſt Impreſſion of ſix Thouſand! which is the more 
extraordinary, as there was an Edition printed in Scot- 
land, and one or two in America. If God will bleſs, 
who can blaſt? O may he bleſs the Peruſal to his own 
Glory, as he has bleſſed the Sale to my Profit. 


Herewith comes likewiſe my Contribution to Mr. 


Underhill's Education. I have Nothing more to add 
at preſent—as buſy as it is compatible with my poor 
Frame, broken and enervated beyond Expreſſion, let 
me expect to ſee ſpeedily the Continuation of your 
Thoughts, and ever to enjoy the Continuation of your 
Prayers for, 


Dear Sir, your Brother in Chriſt, 
Jauxs Hervey, 


LET- 
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e 
On Mr. — Behaviour—On various Books, 


Never 12. 


My dear Friend, 


| Have given my Conſent to Mr. S——'s Propoſals. 
The Articles are not figned : this I deferred, that I 
might have Opportunity to conſult my Acquaintance. 

They informed me, that a bare Note, drawn up and 
ſigned by us both, will be of no Force in Law. Nothing 
is a Security in this Reſpect, but a Bond executed on 
| ſtamp Paper: as Mr. S has no Bottom, is worth 
nothing, even this, in Caſe of Default or Neglect, will 
be of no Service. 

There are ſeveral Neceſſaries, not mentioned in the 
Eſtimate, ſuch as Hearth Stones, Chimney Pieces, Floors 
for Hall, Kitchen, &c. Theſe, to be ſure, ought to be 
provided in a Manner ſuitable to the Stile and Genius 
of the Building. May I depend upon his Integrity as 
to ſuch Particulars? i 
My Mother complains that the Hair uſed in her 
Mortar, was bad, and the Laths not good; that upon 
her objecting to the Price, as exorbitant, Mr. S 
offered to have his Bill and Workmanſhip examined 
by any impartial Judge, and declared himſelf willing 
to abide by his Determination ; from which Offer he 
now recedes. 

When ſhall I have * with ſuch dry Subjects, 

and receive nothing from you but thoſe Words which, 
in their Degree, are Spirit and Life. The Manuſcript 
Poem comes by the firſt Packet, and Mudge's Tranſla- 
tion of the Pſalms, which now is diſengaged from a Load 
of other Books. I am glad to ſee a couple of new Ser- 
Mons publithed by Dr. Gill; when ſhall I ſee ſome 
© Pare 
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pubiſhed by Mr. Ryland? Are you not dipatching ts 
the Preſs your long- expected Work? I with much, if it 
be the Lord's Will, to peruſe it before I die. Will that 
Gentleman, who kindly offered to tranſcribe any Dia- 
logues in Manuſcript, take the Trouble of writing into 
an interleaved Copy, the Alterations and Corrections 
which I have occaſionally made in Theron and Aſpaſio? 
This would be a Piece of Service, and a welcome Fa- 
vour ; ſo much the more, as they might be tranſcribed 
under your Inſpection, _ receive an Improvement from 
your Pen. 


I am, my dear F fiend, inviolably your 85 
: Is Hervey. 


P.S. Do you correſpond with our truſty ingenious 
Friend Denſham ? Or can you tell me any Tidings of 
him ? Pray * us your . by the firſt Oppor- 
tunity. 
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_VITH A 


PREFACE, 


Shewing the Rs aso of their being now printed. 


PRES ACE 


— —— 


T HE following Letters were written by my late Brother 
in Anſwer to a Piece, which was firſt ſent him from the 
Rev. Mr. John Weſley, by way of private Letter, con- 
taining ſome Remarks which that Gentleman bad made on 
reading Theron and Aſpaſio. M hen my Brother bal 
read it over, be thought it beſt to be filent, as it contained 
nothing which could materially affect his Judgment i in Re 
| gard to the Work it cenſured: For this Reaſon, as well ar 
for Peace Sake, he laid it by him unanſwered, — My. 
| Weſley. then publiſhed a Pamphlet, which he intitled, A 
Preſervative againſt unſettled Notions in Religion; ix 
which, be printed the above-mentioned Letter. 
This my Brother looked upon as a Summons to the Bar 
&f the Public, and upon this Occaſion, in a Letter to 4 
| Friend, dated June 23, 1758, writes as . | 
[<< My dear Friend, 
« T little thought, when I put Mr. Wefley” s Mann- 
« ſcript into your Hand, that I fhould fee it in Print fo 
« ſoon. I took very little Notice of it, and let it lie by 
« me ſeveral Months, without giving it an attentive Cynſi- 
| © deration*. It ſeemed to me ſo palpably weak, dealing 
| © only in poſitive Aſſertions and poſitive Denials, that 1 
« could not imagine he would adventure it into the World, 
* without very great Alterations. But it is now come 
* abroad, juſt as you received it, in a two Shilling 
Hampblet, intitled, A Preſervative againſt unſettled 
* Notions in "OI "of ha Fampbler what he has 
«© wrote 


* Afterwards he read it again, and gave it, what he calls in the 
®cginning of of the iſt Letter, * acareful Perujal.” w N 


eri PREFACE. 
« wrote againſt me, makes only a ſmall Part. Now then 


« the Queſtion is, whether I ſhall attempt 10 anſwer it? 


« Give me your Opinion, as you have given me your Aft 
« ance, aud. may' the Father of Mercies give you an 
* Increaſe of Knowledge and Utterance, of Peace and Foy 
& in the Holy Ghoſt.“ ] 
| Between this and the October Aillewine, my Brother 
began the Letters contained in this Volume, of which be 
thus ſpeaks in another Letter to his Friend, dated October 
245 1758. 

[* My dear Frinnd, 

tc Let me repeat my Thanks for the Trouble you have 
cc faken, and for the Aſiſtance you have given me in rela- 
« tion to my Controverſy with Mr. We ley; ; he is ſo unfair 
« in his Quotations, and ſo magiſterial in his Manner, 
ce that T find it no ſmall Difficulty, to preſerve the Decency 

& of the Gentleman, and the Meekneſs of the Chriſtian, 
cc in ny intended Anſwer: May our divine Maſter aid me 
ce in both theſe Inſtances, or elſe not ſuffer me to write at 
*KJall.”] 

When, in the December follswing, I was ſent for 10 
Weſton, in the very laſt Period of my Brother's long 
Illneſs —1 aſked him (the Evening before he died) * What 
« he would have done with the Leiters to Mr. Weſley, 
cc whether he would have them publiſhed after his Death? 
« —He anſwered—By no Means, becauſe he had only 
« tranſcribed about half of them fair for the Preſs, but as 
the Corrections and Alterations of the latter Part were 
 «. moſtly in Short-Hand, it would be difficult to underſtand 

them, eſpecially as ſome of the Short-Hand was entirely 
& his own, and others could not make it out; therefore, he 
ee ſaid, as it is not a finiſhed Piece, I dgſire ”_ will think 
« #0 more about it.” _ 

As theſe were his laſt Orders concerning theſe Letters, 1 
thought it right to obey them, and therefore I withſtood the 
repeated Solicitations of many of his Friends, who wanted 
to have them printed; alledging the Service they might be 


of to allay the groundleſs TOY which the og 
mig. 


La) 
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might occaſion in the Minds of many, againſt my Brother's 
other Writings, as well as the Utility of them in general, 


ar they contain fo maſterly a * of e the Truth as it 


« js in JESUS.” 

But notwithſtanding the Regard I bad for the Perſons 
who ſolicited the Publication, 1 could not be perſuaded to 
print the Letters ; and they never had appeared in Public 
with my Conſent, had not a ſurreptitious Edition of them 
lately made its Way from the Preſs, and was J not under 
a firm Perſuaſi 50n that will be followed by more. 

As this is the Caſe, I think it my Duty to the Memory of 
my late Brother, to ſend forth ae correct as Edition as T 
poſſibly can; for as to that which has appeared ( from what 


| Editor 1 know not, it is ſo faulty, and incorrect, that but 


little Fudgment can be formed from it, of the Propriety and 
Force of my Brother's Anſwers to Mr. Weſley: -, 

As to the Unfairneſs of publiſhing my Brother's Letters 
without my Conſent, and the Injuſtice to his Memory, in 


ending ſo mangled a Performance out under his Name, 


they are too apparent to need any Proof; and though the 
Editor, as I have been 2 gave away the whole 
Impreſſion, ſo that it is plain, Lucre was not the Motive of 
his Proceeding, and I would charitably hope he did it with 


View of benefiting his Readers, yet it is fo like doing 


Evil, that Good may come, as, in my Opinion, to be 
quite unjuſtifiable. 
Hitwever, as the only way now left to remedy in ſome 


| Sort <vhat has been done, and to prevent a further Impoſi- 


tion on the Public, from worſe Motives than aFuated this 


| Publiſher, I have called a Friend to my Aſſiſtance, and by 


this Means, preſent the Reader with as perfect a Copy ef 
theſe Letters, as can poſſibly be made out from the ori ginal 
Manuſcript now in my Hands. 

That the Reader may judge more clearly of the State of 
the Controverſy between my late Brother and Mr. Weſley, 
I bave thought it right. to ſubjoin Mr. We ſley's Letter, 
Merd for Word, as it flands in the Preſervative. 

Fad, I. : ALTTIMX 


exiv 


| 08. 15, 1756. 
c DEAR SIR, 


Conſiderable Time fince I ſent you a few haſty 
Thoughts which occurred to me on reading the 
Dialogues between Theron and Aſpaſio. ] have not been 
favoured with any Anſwer. Yet upon another and a 
more careful Peruſal of them, I could not but ſet down 
ſome obvious Reflections, which I' would rather have 
communicated, before thoſe Dialogues were publiſhed, 

In the firſt Dialogue there are ſeveral Juſt and ſtrong 

Obſervations, which may be of Uſe to every ſerious 
Reader. In the ſecond, 1s not the Deſcription often too 
laboured, the Language too ſtiff, and affected? Yet the 
Reflections on the Creation (in the 31ſt and following 
Pages) make abundant Amends for this. (I cite the 
Pages according to the Dublin Edition, having wrote 
the rough Draught of what follows, in Ireland.) 

P. 39. © Is Juſtiſcation more or leſs, than God" 
pardoning and accepting a Sinner thro' the Merits of 
Chriſt? That God herein © reckons the Righteouſneſ 
and Obedience which Chriſt performed as our own:” | 
allow, if by that ambiguous Expreſſion, you mean only 
as you here explain it yourſelf, © They are as effeCtual 
for obtaining our Salvation, as if they were our ov 
perſonal Qualifications.” P. 41. 

P. 43. We are not ſolicitous, as to any parts 
cular Set of Phraſes. Only let Men be humbled, as 
repenting Criminals at Chri/?'s Feet, let them rely as 
devoted Penſioners on his Merits, and they are un- 
doubtedly in the Way to a bliſsful Immortality.” Then 
for Chriſt's Sake, and for the Sake of the immortal 
Souls which he has purchaſed with his Blood, do not 
_—_— for that particular rg, The imputed Right: 


wel 
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17, of Chriſt. It is not ſcriptural; it is not neceſſary, 
Men who ſcruple to uſe, Men who never heard the 
Expreſſion, may yet © be humbled, as repenting Cri- 
minals at his Feet, and rely as devoted Penſioners on his 
Merits.” But it has done immenſe Hurt. I have had 
/ abundant Proof, that the frequent Ule of this unneceſ- 
the ſary Phraſe, inſtead of © furthering Mens Progreſs in 
* vital Holineſs,” has made them ſatisfied withour any 
da Holineſs at all; yea and encouraged them to work all 
n Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs. | 
ave P.45. © To aſcribe Pardon to Chriſt's paſſive, eter- 
ed, WF nal Life to his a#ive Righteouſneſs, is fanciful rather 
ng Wi than judicious, - His univerſal Obedience from his Birth. 
ous to his Death, is the one Foundation of my Hope.” _ 
too « Tas is unqueſtionably right. But if it — there 
the is no manner of Need, to make the Imputation of his 
ing active Righteouſneſs, a ſeparate and laboured Head of 
the MW Diſcourſe. O that you had been content with this plain 
rote WF {criptural Account, and ſpared ſome of the Dialogues 
and Letters that follow! 

« The Third and Fourth Dialogues contain an ad- 
mirable Illuſtration and Confirmation of the great Doc= 
trine of Chriſt's Satisfaction. Yet even here I obſerve 
a few Paſſages, which are liable to ſome Exception, 

P. 54. Satisfattion was made to the Divine Law.“ 
I do not remember any ſuch Expreſſion in Scripture. 
This Way of ſpeaking of the Law as a Perſon injured 
and to be /atisfied, ſeems hardly defenſible, 

P. 74. The Death of Chrift procured the Pardon 
and Acceptance of Believers, even before he came in 
the Fleſh.” Yea, and ever ſince. In this we all agree. 
And why ſhould we contend for any Thing more * 'y 

P. 120. „ All the Benefits of the New Covenant, 
are the Purchaſe of his Blood.” Surely they are, And 
after this has been fully proved, where is the Need, 
where is the Uſe, of contending ſo ſtrenuouſly, for the 
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Inputation of his Righteouſneſs, as is done in the Fifth | 


and ſixth Dialogues ? 

P. 135. © It he was our Subſtitute as to penal S. 
Ferings, why not, as to juſtifying Obedience ?” 
The former is expreſly aſſerted in Scripture. The 
latter 1s not expreſsly aſſerted there. 

P. 145. „ As Sin and Miſery have abounded through 
the firſt Adam, Mercy and Grace have much more 
abounded through the ſecond. So that none can have 
any Reaſon to complain.“ No, not if the ſecond Adam 
died for all. Otherwiſe all for whom He did not die, 
have great Reaſon to complain. For they inevitably 
＋ by the firſt Adam, without any Help from the ſecond, 

P. 148. © The whole World of Believers” is an 
Expreſſion which never occurs in Scripture : Nor has 
it any Countenance there : The World 1 in the inſpired 
Writings being conſtantly taken either in an univerſal 
or in a bad Senſe: Either for the whole of Mankind, 
or for that Part of them who know not God. | 

P. 149. © In the Loxp ſhall all the Houſe of Iſrael be 
juſtiſied. It ought unqueſtionably to be rendered, © By 
or through the Lox D:“ This Argument therefore proves 
nothing. © Ze are complete in Him.” The Words li- 
tcrally rendered, are, Ze are filled with Him. And the 
whole Paſſage, as any unprejudiced Reader may obſerve, 
relates to Sanctification, not Juſtification. 

P. 150.“ They are accepted for Chriſt's Sake; this 
is Juſtification through imputed Righteouſneſs.” That 
remains to be proved. Many allow the tormer, who 
cannot allow the latter. 

Theron. © 1 ſee no Occaſion for ſuch nice Difin#im 
end metaphyſical Subileties. 

Aſp. You oblige us to make Uſe of them by con- 
founding theſe very different Ideas, that is, Cbriſt's ac- 
tive and paſſive Righteouſneſs.” —-- 

I. anſwer, We do not confound theſe: But neither do 
we ve ſeparate them. Nor have we any Authority from 
Scrip- 
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Scripture, for either thinking or ſpeaking of one ſepa- 


| rate from the other. And this whole Debate on one 


of them ſeparate from the other, is a mere metaphy/ical 
Subtlety. 

P. 151. © The Righteouſneſs which juſtifies us, is 
already wrought out.” A crude, unſcriptural Expreſ- 
ſion! © It was ſet on Foot, carried on, compleated.” — 

O vain Philoſophy ! The plain Truth is, Cbriſt lived 
and faſted Death for every Man. And through the 
Merits of his Life and Death, every Believer is juſtified. 

P. 152. © Whoever perverts ſo glorious a Doctrine, 
ſhews he never believed.” Not fo. They who turn 
back as 4 Dog to the Vomit, had once eſcaped the Pal- 
lutions of the World by the Knowledge of Chriſt. 

P. 153. © The Goodneſs of God leadeth to Re- 
pentance. This is unqueſtionably true. But the ice, 
metaphyſical Doctrine of imputed Righteouſneſs, leads not 
to Repentance, but to licentiouſneſs. 

P. 154. © The Believer cannot but add to his Faith, 
Works of Righteouſneſs.” During his firſt Love, this 
is often true. But it is not true afterwards, as we know . 
and feel by melancholy Experience. 

P. 155. We no longer obey, in —_— to lay the 
Foundation of our final Acceptance.” That 
Foundation 1s already laid in the Merits of — Yer 
we obey, in order to our final Acceptance thro' his 
Merits. And in this Senſe, by obeying we lay a good 
Foundation, that we may attain eternal Life. 

P. 156. We gfablih the Law: We pov _ 
its Honour, by the perfect Obedience of Chrif.” 
you poſſibly think St. Paul meant this? That 3 a 
Thought ever entered into his Mind? The plain Mean- 
ing is, We eſtabliſh both the true Senſe and the effec- _ 
tual Practice of it: We provide for its being both un- 
derſtood and practiſed in its full Extent. 

P. 157. © On thoſe who reject the Atonement, juſt 
Severity.“ Was i it ever poſſible for them, not to re- 
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of Fire, for not doing what it was impoſſible they ſhould 
do? Would it be juſt (make it your own Caſe) to caſt 
you into Hell, for not touching Heaven with your 
Hand? 

$4 7 « Wha Juſtification i is complete the firſt Moment 
we believe, and is incapable of Augmentation.” 

Not ſo: There may be as many att in the Fa- 
vour as in the Image of Gop. 

P. 190. © St. Paul often mentions 4 Righteouſneſs 
zmputed : (Not @ Righteouſneſs ; never once: but ſim- 
ply Righteouſneſs.) What can this be, but the Righteou/- 
neſs of Chriſt?” He tells you himſelf, Rom. iv. 6. To 
Him that believeth on him that juſtifieth the Ungodhy, 
Faith is imputed for Righteouſneſs « Why is Christ 
ſtiled Jebovab our Righteouſneſs ?” Becauſe we are both 
juſtified and ſanctified thro' Him. 

P. 191. © My Death, the Cauſe of their For- 
giveneſs, My Righteouſneſs, the Ground of their Ac- 
ceptance.“ 

How does this agree with P. 45. “ To aſcribe Par- 
don to Chriſt s paſſive, eternal Life to his Active Righte- 
ouſneſs, is fanciful rather than judicious,” 

P. 195. He commends ſuch Kinds of Beneficence 
only, as were exerciſed to a Diſciple as ſuch.” Is not 
this a Slip of the Pen ? Will not aur Lord then com- 
mend, and reward eternally, all Kinds of Beneficence, 
provided they flow'd from a Principle of loving Faith ? 
Yea, that which was exerciſed to a Samaritan, a Jew, 
a Turk or an Heathen ? Even theſe I would not term 
« tranſient Bubbles,” tho? they do not procure our 
Juſtification, 

P. 197. How muſt our Righteouſneſs exceed that 


of the Scribes and Phariſees? Not only in being ſin- 


cere, but in poſſeſſing a complete Righteouſneſs, even 


that of Chri/#.” Did our Log mean this? Nothing 
cf. 


ject it? If not, how is it Juſt, To. caſt them into a Lake 
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leſs. He ſpecifies in the following Parts of his Sermon, 


| the very Inſtances wherein the Righteouſneſs of a Chriſ- 
| tian exceeds that of the Scribes and Phariſees. 


P. 198. © He brings this ſpecious Hypoerite ip the 
Teſt.” How does it appear, that he was an HypRrite? 
Our Lord gives not the leaſt Intimation of it. Surely 
He loved him, not for his Hypocriſy, but his Sincerity! 

Yet he loved the World, and therefore could not 
keep any of the Commandments in their ſpiritual Mean- 
ing. And the keeping of theſe is undoubtedly the Way 
to, though not the Cauſe of, Eternal Life. 

P. 200. © By Warks his Faith was made perfect. 
appeared to be true.” No: The natural Senſe of the 
Word is, By the Grace ſuperadded while he wrought 
thoſe Yorks, his Faith was literally made perfeff, _ 

Ibid, © He that doeth Righteouſneſs is righteous — 
manifeſts the Truth of his Converſion.” Nay; the plain 
Meaning is, He alone is truly righteons, whoſe Faith 
worketh by Love. 

P. 201. St; Fam ſpeaks of the Fuſtification of 
our Faith.” Not unleſs you mean by that odd Expreſ- 


| ſion, our Faith being made perfect: For ſo the Apoſtle. 


explains his own Meaning. Perhaps the Word ju/tified 
is once uſed by St. Paul for manifeſted. But that does 
not prove, it is to be ſo underſtood here. 

P. 202. * Whoſo doeth theſe Things ſhall never fall 
into total Apoſtacy.” How pleaſing is this ro Fleſh 
and Blood ! But David ſays no fuch Thing. His 
Meaning is, Whoſo doeth * Things to che End Hall 
never fall into Hell. 

The Seventh Dialogue is full of 5 e Truths. 
Yet ſome Expreſſions in it I can't commend. 

P. 216. © One Thing thou lackeft, the imputed 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt.” You cannot think, this is 
the Meaning of the Text. Certainly the one Thing our 
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Loxp meant was, The Loye of Gop. This was the 


'Thing he lacked. 

P. 222. © Is the Obedience of Chriſt ;nfuſſicient to 
accompliſh our Juſtification?” Rather I would aſk, 1; 
the Death of Chriſt inſufficient to purchaſe it? 

P. 226. The Saints in Glory aſcribe the whole 
of their Salvation to the Blood of the Lamb.“ So do 
I: And yet ] believe He cc obtained for all a Poſſibility 
of Salvation.” 

P. 227. © The Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man 
were a full Satigfaction to the Divine Juſtice, and a 
complete Conformity to the Divine Law.” T his you 
take for granted ; but I cannot allow. 

The Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man are Re- 
pentance and Faith. Repent ye and believe the Goſpel. 
Did. There are but two Methods whereby any 
can be juſtified, either by a perfełt Obedience to the 
Law, or becauſe Chriſt hath kept the Law in our Stead.” 
You ſhould ſay, © Or by Faith in Chriſt. 1 then 
anſwer, This is true. And fallen Man is juſtified, not 
by perfect Obedience but by Faith. What Chrift has 
done is the Foundation of our Juſtification, not the 
Term or Condition of it. 

In the Eighth Dialogue likewiſe there are many great 
Fruths, and yet ſome Things liable to Exception. 


P. 253. David GOD Himſelf dignifies with the 


moſt exalted of all Characters.” Far, very far from 
it. We have more exalted Characters than David's, 
both in the Old Teſtament and the New. Such are 
thoſe of Samuel, Daniel, yea and Job, in the Os 
of St. Paul and St. John in the latter. 

But Gop ſtiles him à Man after his own Heart.” 
This is the Text which has cauſed many to miſtake: 
For want of conſidering, Firſt, that this is ſaid of David 


in a particular Reſpe, not with Regard to his whole 


Character: Secondly, The Time, at which it was 
ſpoken. When was David a Man _ Gop's own. 
| Heart? 


. 
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— 
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Eart? When Gop found him following the Exwes great 
with Young, when He took him from the Sheep-Folds, Pf. 


Ixxix. 71. It was in the 2d or 3d Year of Saul's Reign, 


that Samuel ſaid to him, The Loxp bath fought Him a 
Man after his own Heart, and hath commanded him to be 
Captain over his People, 1 Sam. xiii. 14. But was he 
a Man after Gop's own Heart all his Life? Or in all 
Particulars ? So far from it, that we have few more ex- 
ceptionable Characters, among all the Men of God 
recorded 1n Scripture. 

P. 261. © There 7s not a juſt Man upon Earth that 
fruneth not.” Solomon might truly ſay ſo, before Chrif 
came. And St. Jahn might after He came fay as 
truly, NMhoſoc ver is born of Gop ſinneth not. © But 
in many Things we offend all.” That St. James does not 
ſpeak this of himſelf, or of real Chriftians, will clearly 
appear, to all who impartially conſider the Context. 

The ninth Dialogue proves excellently well, That we 
cannot be juſtified by our Works. 

But have you thoroughly confidered the Words 
whi ich occur in the 270th Page? 

O Children of Adam, you are no longer obliged to 
love Gop with all your Strength, nor your Neighbour 
as yourſelves. Once indeed I inſiſted upon abſolute 
Purity of Heart: Now I can diſpenſe with ſome De- 
orees of evil Deſire. Since Chrif””—has fulfilled the 
Law for you, © You need not fulfil it. I will connive 
at, yea accommodate my Demands to your Weakneſs.” 

I agree with you, That © this Doctrine makes the 
Holy One of Gop a Miniſter of Sin.” And is it not 
your own? Is not this the very Doctrine which you 
eſpouſe throughout your Book ? 

I cannot but except to ſeveral Paſſages alſo in the 
Tenth Dialogue. I aſk Firſt, 

P. 291. Does the Righteouſneſs of Gop ever mean“ 
(as you affirm) © The Merits of Chriſt?” I believe 

not 
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not once in all the Scripture. It often means, and 
particularly in the Epiſtle to the Romans, Gop's Me- 
thod of juſtifying Sinners. When therefore you ſay, 

P. 292. © The Righteouſneſs of Gop means, ſuch 
a Righteouſneſs as may juſtly challenge his Acceptance,” 
I cannot allow it at all: And this capital Miſtake muſt 
needs lead you into many others. But I follow you 
Step by Step. 

Did. In order to intitle us to a Reward, there muſt 

be an. Imputation of Righteouſneſs.” There muſt be 

an Intereſt in Chriſt. And then every Man ſhall receive 
his own Reward according to bis own Labour. | 

P. 293. A Rebel may be forgiven, without being 
reſtored tc the Dignity of a Son.” A Rebel againſt an 
earthly King may; but not a Rebel againſt Gop. In 
the very ſame Moment that Gop forgives, we are the 
Sons of Gop. Therefore this is an idle Diſpute. For 
Pardon and Acceptance, though they may be diſtinguiſhed, 
cannot be divided. The Words of Fob which you cite 
are wide of the Queſtion. Thoſe of Solomon prove no F 
more than this, (and who denies it?) That * 
implies both Pardon and Acceptance. 


P. 295. Grace reigneth through Righteouſneſs unto i 
eternal Life,” — That is, The free Love of Gop brings F 
us through Juſtification and Sanctification to Glory. ; 


Bid. < That they may receive Forgiveneſs and a Lot among 
the San#iified;” That is, That they may receive Pardon, 
Holineſs, . 
Bid. * Is not the Satisfaction made by the Death of 9 
Chriſt, ſufficient to obtain both our full Pardon and c 


final Happineſs ?” Unqueſtionably it is, and neither of ” 
the Texts you cite proves the contrary. d 
P. 296. © If it was requiſite for Chrift to be baptized, C 

much more to fulfil the Moral Law.” 
I cannot prove that either the one or the other was * 


: requiite in order to his purchaſing Redemption for us. 
1 . 
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P. 297. © By Chrif's Sufferings alone, the Law was 
not ſatisfied.” Yes it was: for it required only the 
alternative, Obey or Die. It required no Man to obey 
and die too. If any Man had perfectly obeyed, he 


would not have died. Did. Where Scripture aſcribes 


the Whole of our Salvation to the Death of Chrif, a 
Part of his Humiliation 1s put for the Whole.” I can- 
not allow this without ſome Proof. He was obedient 
unto Death is no Proof at all; as it does not neceſſarily 
imply any more, than that He died in Obedience to the 
Father. In ſome Texts there is a Necefity of taking a 
Part for the Whole. But in theſe there is no ſuch Ne- 
ceſſity. 
„ F., © Cuxisr undertook to do every Thing 
neceſſary for our Redemption: Namely, in a Covenant 
made with the Father. It is ſure, He did every Thing 
neceſſary: But how does it appear, That he undertook 
this, before the Foundation of the World, and that by 
a poſitive Covenant between Him and the Father ? 

You think this appears from four Texts, 1. From 
that, Thou gaveſt them to Me. Nay, when any believe, 
the Father gave them to Chriſt. But this proves no 


ſuch previous Contract. 2. Gop hath laid upon bim the 


Iniquities of us all. Neither does this prove any ſuch 
Thing. 3. That Expreſtion, The Counſel of Peace ſhall 
be between them, does not neceſſarily imply any more, 
than that both the Father and the Son would concur in 
the Redemption of Man. 4. According to the Counſel 
of his Will, =that is, in the Way or Method he had 
choſen. Therefore neither any of theſe Texts, nor all 
of them, prove what they were brought to prove. They 
do by no Means prove, That there ever was any ſuch 
Covenant made between the Father and the Son. 

P. 301. The Conditions of the Covenant are re- 
corded. Lo, I come to do thy Will.“ Nay here is no 
Mention of any Covenant, nor any Thing from which 
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it can be inferred. The Recompence ſtipulated in 
this glorious Treaty.” But I ſee nct one Word of the 
Treaty itſelf, Nor can I poſſibij allow the Exiſtence 
of it without far other Proof than this. id. Another 
Copy of this grand Treaty is recorded Jaiab xlix. from 
the firſt to the ſixth Verſe.” I have read them, but 
cannot find a Word about it, in all thoſe Verſes. They 
contain neither more nor leſs than a Prediction of the 
Salvation of the-Gentzles. 

P. 302. © By the Covenant of Works, Man was 
bound to obey in his own Perſon.” And ſo he is under 
the Covenant of Grace; though not in order to his 

uſtification. The Obedience of our Surety is ac- 
cepted inſtead of our own.” This is neither a ſafe nor 
a Scriptural Way of ſpeaking. . I would ſimply fay, 


We are accepted throu gh the Beloved. We have ny 


tion through his Blocd. 

P. 303. © The Second Covenant was not made with 
Adam, or any of his Poſterity, but with Chrit in thoſe 
Words, The Seed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's 
Head.” For any Authority you have from theſe Words, 
you might as well have faid, It was made with the Holy 
Ghoſt. Theſe Words were not ſpuken fo Chriſt, but 
of Him, and give not the leaſt Intimation of any ſuch 
Covenant as you plead for. They manifeſtly contain, 
iſ not a Covenant made with, a Promiſe made to Adam 
and all his Poſterity. | 

P. 303. CRRIST, we ſee, undertook to execute the 
Conditions.” Woe fee no ſuch Thing in this Text. 
We ſee here only a Promiſe of a Saviour, made by 
Gop to Man. 

Did. © It is true, I cannot fulfil the Conditions.” 
*Tis not true, the Conditions of the New Covenant are 
Repent and believe. And theſe you can fulfil, thro' 
Chriſt ſtrengthening you. © *Tis equally true, this is 
not required at my Hands.” It is equally true, that is 
abſolutely falſe. And moſt dangerouſly falſe. If we 


allow 
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allow this, Antinomianiſm comes in with a full Tide. 
« Chriſt has perform'd all that was conditionary for me.” 
Has he repented and believed for you? You endeavour 
to evade this by ſaying, «© He perform d all that was 
conditionary in the Covenant of Works.” This is nothin 
to the Purpoſe ; for we are not talking of that, but of 
the Covenant of Grace. Now he did not perform all 
all that was conditionary in this Covenant, unleſs He 
repented and believed. © But he did unſpeakably 
more.” It may be ſo. But He did not do this. 

P. 308. But if Chriſt's perfect Obedience be Our's, 
we have no more Need of Pardon than Chrift Himſelf.“ 
The Conſequence is good. You have ſtarted an Ob- 


jection which you cannot anſwer. You ſay indeed, 


« Yes, we do need Pardon; for in many Things we 
effend all.” What then? If his Ovedience be Our's, we 
ſtill perfeftly Obey in Him. 

P. 309. Both the Branches of the Law the Pre- 
ceptive and the Penal, in the Caſe of Guilt contracted, 


| muſt be fatisfied.” Not ſo. © Chrift by his Death 
| alone, (fo our Church teaches) fully ſatisfied for the 


Sins of the whole World.” The ſame great Truth is 
manifeſtly taught in the xxxiſt Article. Is it therefore fair, 
is it honeſt, for any one to plead the Articles of our 
Church in Defence of Abſolute Predeſtination? Seeing 
the 17th Article barely defines the Term, without either 
affirming or denying the Thing: Whereas the 31ſt to- 
tally overthrows and razes it from the Foundation, 

Lid. Believers who are notorious Tranſgreſſors 
in themſelves, have a ſinleſs Obedience in Chrift.” O 
Siren Song! Pleaſing Sound, to James Wheatley! The- 
mas Williams! James Reiley ! 

I know not one Sentence in the Eleventh Dialogue, 
which is liable to Exception: But that grand Doctrine 
of Chriſtianity, Original Sin, is therein proved by ir- 
refragable Arguments. 


The 
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it can be inferred. © The Recompence ſtipulated in 
this glorious Treaty.” — But I ſee net one Word of the 
Treaty itſelf. Nor can I poſhibly allow the Exiſtence 
of it without far other Proof than this. id. Another 
Copy of this grand Treaty is recorded Jaiah xlix. from 
the firſt to the ſixth Verſe.” I have read them, but 
cannot find a Word about it, in all thoſe Verſes. They 
contain neither more nor leſs than a Prediction of the 
Salvation of the- Gentiles. | 

P. 302. © By the Covenant of Works, Man was 
bound to obey in his own Perſon.” And ſo he is under 
the Covenant of Grace; though not in order to his 


Juſtification. * The Obedience of our Surety is ac- 


cepted inſtead of our own.” This is neither a ſafe nor 
a Scriptural Way of ſpeaking. I would ſimply ſay, 


We are accepted through the Beloved. We have — 


tion through his Blocd. 

P. 303. © The Second Covenant was not made with 
Adam, or any of his Poſterity, but with Chrift in thoſe 
Words, The Seed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's 

Head.” For any Authority you have from theſe Words, 
you might as well have ſaid, It was made with the Holy 
Ghoſt. Theſe Words were not ſpuken 70 Chriſt, but 
of Him, and give not the leaſt Intimation of any ſuch 
Covenant as you plead for. They manifeſtly contain, 
iſ not a Covenant made with, a Promiſe made to Adam 
and all his Poſterity. | 

P. 303. CRRIST, we ſee, andertooh to execute the 
Conditions.” We ſee no ſuch Thing in this Text. 
We ſee here only a Promiſe of a Saviour, made by 
Gop to Man. 


Lid. © It is true, I cannot fulfil the Conditions.” 


*Tis not true, the Conditions of the New Covenant are 


KRepent and believe. And theſe you can fulfil, thro' 


Chriſt ſtrengthening you. © *Tis equally true, this is 
not required at my Hands.” It is equally true, that is 


abſolutely falſe. And moſt dangerouſly falſe. If we 


allow 
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allow this, Antinomianiſm comes in with a full Tide. 
« Chriſt has perform'd all that was conditionary for me.” 
Has he repented and believed for you? You endeavour 
to evade this by ſaying, © He perform'd all that was 
conditionary in the Covenant of Works.” This is nothing 
to the Purpoſe; for we are not talking of that, but of 
the Covenant of Grace, Now he did not perform all 
all that was conditionary in this Covenant, unleſs He 
repented and believed, © But he did unſpeakably 
more.” It may be ſo. But He did not do this. 

P. 308. But if Chriſt's perfect Obedience be Our's, 
we have no more Need of Pardon than CHriſt Himſelf.“ 
The Conſequence is good. You have ſtarted an Ob- 
jection which you cannot anſwer. You fay indeed, 
« Yes, we do need Pardon; for in many Things we 
offend all.” What then? If his Obedience be Our's, we 
ſtill perfectly Obey in Him. 

P. 309. Both the Branches of the Law, the Pre- 
ceptive and the Penal, in the Caſe of Guilt contracted, 
muſt be ſatisfied.” Not fo. © Chrift by his Death 
alone, (fo our Church teaches) fully ſatisfied for the 
Sins of the whole World.” The ſame great Truth is 
manifeſtly taught in the xxxiſt Article. Is it therefore fair, 
is it honeſt, for any one to plead the Articles of our 
Church in Defence of Abſolute Predeſtination? Seeing 
the 17th Article barely defines the Term, without either 
affirming or denying the Thing: Whereas the 31ſt to- 
tally overthrows and razes it from the Foundation, 

Did. © Believers who are notorious Tranſgrefſors 
in themſelves, have a ſinleſs Obedience in Chriſt. O 
Siren Song! Pleaſing Sound, to James Wheatley! Tho- 
mas Williams! James Reiley ! 

I know not one Sentence in the Eleventh Dialogue, 
which is liable to Exception: But that grand Doctrine 
of Chriſtianity, Original Sin, is therein proved by ir- 
refragable Arguments. | 

The 


ſuch an Illuſtration of the Wiſdom of God, in the Struc- 
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The Twelfth likewiſe is unexceptionable, and contains 


ture of the Human Body, as I believe, cannot be pa- 

rallel'd, in either Antient or Modern Writers. | 
The former Part of the Thirteenth Dialogue is admi- 
rable. To the latter I have ſome Objection. 

Vol. II. P. 44. © Eljah failed in his Reſignation, 
and even Moſes ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips.“ It is 
true: But if you could likewiſe fix ſome Blot upon 
venerable Samuel and beloved Daniel, it would prove 
nothing. For no Scripture teaches, That the Holineſs 
of Chriſtians is to be meaſured by that of any Few. 

P. 46. Do not the beft of Men frequently feel 
Diſorder in their Affections? Do not they often com- 
plain, When I would do Good, Evil is preſent with me?” 
J believe not. You and I are only able to anſwer for 
ourſelves. © Do not they ſay, We groan being burthen'd, 
—with the Workings of inbred Corruption?“ You 


know, this is not the Meaning of the Text. The whole 


Context ſhews, the Cauſe of that Groaning was their 
longing to be with Chriſt. 

P. 47. © The Cure” of Sin “ will be perfected in 
Heaven.” Nay ſurely, in Paradiſe, if no ſooner. 


ce This is a noble Prerogative of the Beatific Viſion.” 


No: It would then come too late. If Sin remains in us 
till the Day of Judgment, it will remain for ever. © Our 
preſent Bleſſedneſs does not conſiſt in being free from 
Sin. I really think it does. But whether it does or 
no, if we are not free from Sin, we are not Chriſtian Be- 
hevers. For to all theſe the Apoſtle declares, Being 
made free from Sin, ye are become the Servants of Righte- 
ouſneſs, Rom. vi. 18. 

<« If we were perfect in Piety (St. John's Word is, 


Perfect in Love) Chriſt's Prieſtly Office would be ſuper- 


ſeded. No; We ſhould ſtill need his Spirit (and con- 


ſequently his Interceſſion) for the continuance of that 


+ Love 
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Love from Moment to Moment. Beſide, we ſhould 
{till be encompaſt with Infirmities, and liable to Miſtakes, 
from which Words or Actions might follow, even 
though the Heart was all Love, which were not exactly 
right. Therefore in all theſe Reſpects, we ſhould ſtill 
have Need of Chriſt's Prieftly Office: And therefore as 
long as he remains in the Body, the greateſt Saint may 
ſay, 

g Every Moment, Lord, I need 
The Merit of thy Death. 

The Text cited from Exodus aſſerts nothing leſs t then, 
that Iniquity © cleaves to all our holy Things till Dea 

P. 48. „Sin remains, That the Righteouſneſs of 
Faith may have its due Honour.” And will the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Faith have its due Honour no longer than Sin 
remains in us? Then it muſt remain, not only on Earth 
and in Paradiſe, but in Heaven alſfo—< And the Sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit its proper Eſteem.” Would it not 
have more Eſteem, if it were a perfect Work? 

Bid. © It (Sin) will make us lowly in our own 
Eyes.” What, will Pride make us lowly? Surely the 
utter Deſtruction of Pride, would do this more effectu- 
ally. It will make us compaſſionate.” Would not 
an entire Renewal in the Image of God make us much 
more ſo? © It will teach us to admire the Riches of 
Grace.” Yea, but a fuller Experience of it, by a 
thorough Sanctification of Spirit, Soul and Body, will 
make us admire it more. © It will reconcile us to 
Death.” Indeed it will not: Nor will any Thing do 
this, like perfect Love. 

P. 49. © It will endear the Blood and Interceflion of 
Chriſt.” Nay, theſe can never be ſo dear to any, as to 
thoſe who experience their full Virtue, h are filled with 
the Fulneſs of God. Nor can any © feel their continual 
Need” of Chrift, or, © rely on Him“ 1 in the Manner 
which theſe do. 

- DraLocve 14. P. 57. © The Claims of a Law 
are all anſwered.” If ſo, Count Zinzendorf is abſolutely 
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in the right: Neither God nor Man can claim my Obe- 
dience to it. Is not this Antinomianiſm without a 
Maſk ? 

P. 59. © Your Sins are expiated thro? the Death of 
Chriſt, and a Righteouſneſs given you, by which you have 
free Acceſs to God.” This is not ſcriptural Language. 
I would ſimply ſay, By him we have Acceſs to the Father, 

There are many other Expreſſions in this Dialogue, 
to which I have the ſame Objection, namely, 1. That 
they are Unſcriptural, 2. That they directly lead to 
Antinomianiſm. 

The Firſt Letter contains ſome very uſeful Heads of 
Self- Examination. In the Second, 

P. 91. I read, There is 4 Righteouſneſs which 
ſupplies all that the Creature needs. To prove this 
momentous Point, is the Deſign of the following Sheets. 

I have ſeen ſuch terrible Effects, of this unſcriptural 
Way of ſpeaking, even on thoſe who had once clean 
eſcaped from the Pollutions of the World, that J cannot but 
earneſtly wiſh, you would ſpeak no otherwiſe than do the 
Oracles of God. Certainly this Mode of Expreſſion is not 
momentous. It 1s always dangerous, often fatal. 

LETTER III. P. 93. © Where Sin abounded, Grace 
did much more abound: That as Sin had reigned unto 
Death, ſo might Grace the free Love of God—reign 
thro Righteouſneſs thro our Juſtification and Sanctifica- 
tion, unto eternal Life, Rom. v. 20, 21. This is the 


plain natural Meaning of the Words, It does not ap- 


pear, that one Word is ſpoken here about imputed Righ- 
teouſueſs: Neither in the Paſſages cited in the next Page, 


from the Common Prayer and the Article, In the 
Homily likewiſe that Phraſe is not found at all; and the 


main Streſs is laid on Chriſt's ſhedding his Blood. Nor 
is the Phraſe (concerning the Thing, there is no Queſtion) 


found in any Part of the Homilies. 
P. 101, 
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P. 101. © If the Fathers are not explicit with Re- 
gard w the Imputation of a#ive Righteouſneſs, they 
abound in Paſſages which evince the Subſtitution of 
Chriſt in our Stead: Paſſages which diſclaim all Depen- 
dence on any Duties of our own, and fix our Hopes 


wholly on the Merits of our Saviour. When this is the 
Caſe, I am very little ſolicitous about any particular 


| Forms of Expreſſion.” O lay aſide then thoſe queſtion- 


able, dangerous F orms, and keep cloſely to the Scrip- 
tural, 

LeTTER IV. P. 105, „ The Authority of our 
Church and of thoſe eminent Divines,“ does not touch 
thoſe particular Forms of Expreſſion: Neither do any of 
the Texts which you afterward cite. As to the Doctrine 


| weare agreed. 


Bid. © The Righteouſneſs of \ God ſignifies, the 
Righteouſneſs which God- man wrought out. No. It 
ſignifies God's Method of juſtifying Sinners. ; 

P. 107. © The Victims figured the Expiation by 
Chriſ”s Death, the cloathing with Skins, the Inputation 
of his Righteouſneſs.” That does not appear. Did not 
the One rather figure our Juſtification, the other, our 
Sanctification? 

P. 109. Almoſt every Text quoted in this and the 
following Letter, in ſupport of that particular Form of 
Expreſſion, is diſtorted above Meaſure from the plain, 


obvious Meaning, which 1s pointed out by the Context. 


I ſhall inſtance in a few, and juſt fet down their true 
Meaning, without any farther Remarks. 

To ſhew unto Man his Uprightneſs. T oconvince him 
of God's Juſtice, in ſo puniſhing him. 

P. 110. He hall receive the Bleſſing Pardon from 
the Lok b, and Righteouſneſs —Holineſs—from the Gop of 
his Salvation, the Gop who ſaveth him both from the 
Guilt, and from the Power of Sin. 1 | 

Vor. IV. | Eo P. 111. 


c xxx 


P. 111. I will make Mention of thy Righteouſneſs only. 
Of thy Mercy. So the Word frequently means in the 


Old Teſtament. So it unqueſtionably means in that 


Text, In (or by) thy Righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted. 
P. 112. Sion ſhall be redeemed with Fudgment—after 


ſevere Puniſhment—ord her Converts with Righteouſneſs 


—with the tender Me of God, 1 that Puniſh- 
ment. 

113. In Co thro') the Lox D I have Righteou/- 
nefs and Strength, Juſtification and Sanctification. He 


hath clothed me with the Garments of Salvation, ſaved me 


from the Guilt and Power of Sin: Both of which are 
again expreſt by, He hath covered me With the Role of 
Righteouſmeſs. 

P. 114. My Ri gbteouſneſs—rmy Mercy—fhall not be 
aboliſhed. 

P. 116. Tomake Reconciliation for Iniquity to atone 
for all our Sins—and to bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
ſpotleſs Holineſs into our Souls. And this Righteouſ- 
neſs is not Human, but Divine. It is the Gift and the 
Work of God. 

P. 117. The Lorp our Righteouſneſs —The Author 
both of our Juſtification and Sanctification. 

P. 227. © What Righteouſneſs ſhall give us Peace 
at the laſt Day, Inherent or Imputed ?” Both. Chriſt 


died for us and lives in us, That we may have Boldneſs in 


the Day of Tudgment. | 

LETTER V. P. 131. That have obtained like precious 
Faith thro' the Righteouſneſs —the Mercy—of our Logp. 
Seek ye the Kingdom of Gon and his Righteouſneſs—the 
Holineſs which ſprings from God reigning in you. 


P. 132. Therein is revealed the Righteouſneſs of Gov. 


— God's Method of juſtifying Sinners. 

P. 135. We eftabliſh the Law, as we expect no 
Salvation without a perfect Conformity to it—namely, 
by Chrift.” Is not this a mere Quibble? And a 
Quibble, which after all the laboured Evaſions of Wit— 


ius 


rf; 


3 


2 H- S8 . 2 = =» m2, ry 


c 


exxxi 


fus and a thouſand more, does totally make void the 
Law? But not ſo does St. Paul teach. According to 
him, without Holineſs, perſonal Holineſs, no Man hall ſee 
the Loxp. None who is not himfelf conformed to the 
Law of God here, ſhall ſee the Loxp in Glory. 

This is the grand, palpable Objection to that whole 
Scheme It qirectly makes void the Law. It makes 
Thouſands content to live and die Tranſgreſſors of the 
Law, becauſe Chriſt fulfilled it for tbem. Therefore, 
tho' I believe, He hath lived and died for me, yet I would 
ſpeak very tenderly and fparingly of the former, (and 
never, ſeparately from the latter) even as ſparingly as do 
the Scriptures, for fear of this dreadful Conſequence. 

P. 1383. The Gift of Righteouſneſs muſt ſignify a 
Righteouſneſs not their own.” Yes, it ſignifies the 
Rightcouſnef or Holineſs, which God gives to and 


| works 1 in them. 


P. 139. The Obedience of one is Chriſt's s actual 
Performance of the whole Law.“ So here his Paſſion is 
fairly left out! Whereas his becoming obedient unto Death, 
that is, dying for Man, is certainly the chief Part, if not 
the whole which is meant by that Expreſſion. 

Bid. “ That the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be 
fulfilled in us— That is, By our Repreſentative in our 
Nature.” Amazing! But this, you ſay, agrees with 
the Tenour of the Apoſtle's Arguing. For he is de- 
monſtrating we cannot be juſtified by our own Con- 
formity to the Law.” No: Not here. He is not 
ſpeaking here of the Cauſe of our Juſtification, but the 
Fruits of it. Therefore that unnatural Senſe of his 
Words does not at all, © agree with the Tenour of his 
Arguing.“ 

P. 140. I totally deny the Criticiſm on Jucaoruuy and 
dindiuua, and cannot conceive on what Authority it is 
founded. O how deep an Averſion to inward Holinefs 
* this Scheme naturally create. , 
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not be any Perſonal Righteouſneſs.” Certainly it was. 
It was implanted as well as imputed. | 

P. 145. For Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, in the 
Rilhncoutnct of Chriſt.” Was there ever ſuch a 
Comment. before? The plain Meaning is, For n 
up in Holineſs of Heart and of Life. 

P. 146. He ſhall convince the World of Righteouſneſs 
— That I am not a Sinner, but innocent and holy 

P. 148, © That we might be made the Righteouſneſs 
of Gop in Him. Not intrinſically, but imputatively.” 
Both the one and the other. Gop fhro' Him, firſt ac- 
counts and then makes us righteous. Accordingly 


P. 152. The Righteouſneſs which is of Gop by Faith, 


is both imputed and inherent. 
P. 153. My Faith fixes on both the meritorious 
Life and atoning Death of Chriſt.” Here we clearly 


agree. Hold then to this, and never talk of the former 
without the latter. If you do, you cannot fay, © Here 


we are expoſed to no Hazard.” Yes, you are to an 
exceeding great one: Even the Hazard of living and 


dying without Holineſs. And then we are loſt for ever. 


The Sixth Letter contains an admirable Account of 
the Earth and its Atmoſphere, and comprizes Abun- 
dance of Senſe in a narrow Compaſs, and expe in 
beautiful Language. 

P. 177. Gems have a Seat on the virtuous fair 


one's Breaſt. I can't reconcile this with St. Paul. He 


ſays, Not with Pearls: By a Parity of Reaſon, not with 
Diamonds. But in all Things I perceive, you are too 
favourable, both to the Defire of the Fleſh and the Dejire 
of the Eye. You are a gentle Caſuiſt as to every Self- 
indulgence which a plentiful Fortune can furniſh. 


P. 182. Our Saviour's Obedience“ -O ſay, with: 
the good old Puritans, our Saviour's Death « or Merits... 


Wie 


P. 142. © The Righteouſneſs they attained could 
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We ſwarm with Antinomians on every Side. Why are 
you at ſuch Pains to increaſe their Number? : 

P. 194. My Mouth ſhall ſhewo forth thy Righteouſneſs 
and thy Salvation. —Thy Mercy which RY my Sal- 
vation. 

The Eighth Letter is an excellent Deſeription of the 
Supreme Greatneſs of Criſt. I do not obſerve one 
Sentence in it, which I cannot chearfully ſubſcribe to. 
The Ninth Letter, containing a Deſcription of the 
Sea, with various Inferences deduced therefrom, is like- 
wiſe a Maſter-Piece, for Juſtneſs of Sentiment, as well 
as Beauty of Language. But I doubt whether, © mere 
Shrimps, P. 241, be not too low an Expreſſion: And 
whether you might not as well, have ſaid nothing of 
« Cog, the ſtanding Repaſt of Lent: Or concerning 
« the exquiſite Reliſh of Turbot, or the Deliciouſneſs of 
Sturgeon.” Are not ſuch Obſervations beneath the Dig- 
nity of a Miniſter of Chriſt? J have the ſame Doubt, 
concerning what is ſaid (P. 264.) of * delicately fla- 
vour'd Tea, finely-ſcented Coffee; the friendly Bowl, the 
Pyramid of Italian Figs, and the Paſtacia Nut of Aep- 
po. Beſide that the mentioning theſe in ſuch a Man- 
ner is a ſtrong Encouragement of Luxury and Senſuality. 
And does the World need this? The Engliſh in parti- 
cular: Si non inſaniunt ſatis ſud ſponte, inſtiga. 
LETTER 10. P. 271. Thoſe Treaſures which 
ſpring from the Imputation of Chriff”'s Righteouſneſs.” 
Not a Word of his atoning Blood? Why do ſo many 
Men love to ſpeak of his Righteouſneſs, rather than. his 
Atonement? T fear, becauſe it affords a fairer Excuſe 
tor their own Unrighteouſneſs: To cut off this, is it not 
better, to mention both together? At leaſt never to 
name the former without the latter? 

P. 28 5. © Faith is, a Perſuaſion that Ebrif has ſhed 
his Blood for me, and fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in my 
ed I can by no Means ſubſcribe to this Definition. 
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There are ads yea Thouſands of true Believers, 
who never once thought, one Way or the other, of 
Chriſt's fulfilling all Righteouſneſs in their Stead. | 
perſonally know many who to this very Hour have no 
Idea of it; and yet have each of them a Divine Evidence 
and Conviction, Chriſt loved me, and gave Himſeif for me. 
This is St. Paul's Account of Faith: And i It is fufficicnt. 
He that thus believes is juſtified. 


P. 287. It is a ſure Means of purifying the woe, 
| mi never fails to work by Love.” It ſurely purifies the 


Heart—if we abide in it; butnot if we draw back to Per- 


dition. It never fails to work by Love, while it conti- 


nues; but if itſelf fail, farewel . Love and Good 
Works. 

e Faith is. the Hand which receives all that is laid up 
in Chriſt.” Conſequently, if we make Shipwreck of the 
Faith, how much ſoever is laid up in Cbriſt, from that 
Hour we receive nothing. 

LETTER II. P. 288. „Faith in the imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, is a fundamental Principle in the Goſpel.“ 
If ſo, what becomes of all thoſe who think nothing about 
imputed Righteouſneſs? How many who are full of Faith 
and Love, if this be true, muſt periſh everlaſtingly ! 

P. 297. Thy Hands muſt urge the Way of the 
deadly Weapon, thro' the fhivering Fleſh, till it be 
plunged in the throbbing Heart.” Are not theſe De- 
fcriptions far too ſtrong? May they not occaſion 
2 Reaſonings in many Readers? 

Ne puerum coram populo Medea trucidet. 

P. 248. How can he juſtify it to the World?” 
Not at all. Can this then , Juſtify vis Faith to the 
World? | 

P. 304. - © You take the certain Way to obtain 
Comfort, the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chrift.” What, 
without the Atonement? Strange Fondneſs for an 


1 * Mode of Sores! 
P. 306. 
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P. 306. ce So the Merits of Chrif are derived to all 
the F Saith ful ”” Rather the Fruits of the Spirit: Which 
are likewiſe plainly typified by the Oil in Zechariah's 
Viſion. 

P. 310. Has the Law any Demand? It muſt go 
to him for Satisfaction. Suppoſe, © Thou ſhalt love 
thy Neighbour as thyſelf.” Then 7 am not obliged 
to love my Neighbour, Chrif has ſatisfied the De- 
mand of the Law for me. Is not this the very Quin- 
teſſence of Antinomianiſm ? 

P. 311. * The Righteouſneſs wrought out by Jeſus 
Chrift, is wrought out for al his People, to be the Cauſe 
of their Juſtification, and the Parchaſe of their Salva- 
tion, The Righteouſneſs is the Caule, the Purchaſe.” 
So the Death of Chriſt is not ſo much as named! © For 
all his People.” But what becomes of all other People ? 
They muft inevitably periſh for ever. The Die was 
caſt, or ever they were in Being. The Doctrine to, 
paſs them by, has 5 


Conſign'd their unborn Souls to Hell, 


And damn'd them from their Mother's Womb! 


I could ſooner be a Turk, a Deiſt, yea an Atheiſt, 
than J could believe this. It is leſs abſurd to deny the 
very Being of Gop, than to make Hun an Almighty 


Tyrant. 


P. 318. The whole World and all its Seaſons, are 
rich with our Creator's Goodneſs. His tender Mer- 
cies are over all his Works.” Are they over the Bulk 


of Mankind ? Where is his Goodneſs to the Non- 


Elect? How are his tender Mercies over Them? © His 
Temporal Bleſſings are given to them. But are they 
to them Bleſſings at all? Are they not all Curſes? 
Does not Gop know they are? That they will only in- 
creaſe their Damnation? Does not He deſign they 


| ſhould? And this you call Goodneſs! This his tender 
Mercy! 


K 4 * 321. 
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P. 321. © May we not diſcern pregnant Proofs of 
Goodneſs, in each individual Object?” No; on your 
Scheme not a Spark of it in this World or the next to 
the far greater Part of the Work of his own Hands! 

P. 334: Is Gop a generous Benefactor to the mean- 
eſt Animals, to the loweſt Reptiles ? And will He deny 
my Friend what is neceſſary to his preſent Comtort, 
and his final Acceptance?“ Yea, will He deny it to any 
Soul that he has made? Wauld you deny it to any if 
it were in your Power?! 

But if you lo, whom Gop abhorr'd, 
The Servant were above his Loxp. ; | 

P. I be Weading-garment here means Holineſs, 

P. 340. This is his tender Complaint, They will 
not come unto Me! Nay, that is not the Caſe; they 
cannot. He himſelf has decreed, not to give them that 
Grace without which their Coming is impoſſible ! Ty 
The grand End which Gop propoſes in all his 
favourable Diſpenſations to fallen Man, is to demon- 


ſtrate the Sovereignty of his Grace.“ Not ſo; To im- 0 
part Happineſs to his Creatures, is his grand End F 
herein. © Barely to demonſtrate his Sovereignty,” is at 


a Principle of Action fit for the great Turk. not the al 
moſt High Go. 
P. 341. © Gop hath Pleaſure in the Proſperity of 
his Servants. He 1s a boundleſs Ocean of Good.” 
Nay, that Ocean is far from boundleſs, if it wholly 
paſſes by Nine-tenths of Mankind. 
P. 342. You cannot ſuppoſe Gop would enter 
into a freſh Covenant with a Rebel.” I both ſuppoſe 
and know he did. Gop made the New Covenant 
with Chriſt, and charged Him with the Performance of 2 
the Conditions,” I deny both theſe Aſſertions, which W, 
are the Central Point wherein Calviniſm and Antino- 
mianiſm meet. 1 have made a Covenant. with my 
Choſen.” —Namely, with David my Servant. So Gop 
Himſelf — it. 
P. 392. 
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P. 362. * He will waſh you in the Blood which 
atones and inveſts you with the Righteouſneſs which 
juſtifies.” Why ſhould you thus continually Put aſunder, 
what Gop has joined? | 

P. 440. Gop himſelf at the laſt Day Pronounces 
them righteous, becauſe they are intereſted in the Obe- 
dience of the Redeemer.” Rather, becauſe they are 
waſhed in his Blood, and renewed by his Spirit. 

Upon the whole, I cannot but wiſh, that the Plan 
of theſe Dialogues had been executed in a different 


Manner. Moſt of the grand Truths of Chriſtianity are 


herein both explained and proved with great Strength 
and Clearneſs. Why was any Thing intermixt, which 
could prevent any ſerious Chriſtian's recommending 
them to all Mankind? Any Thing which muſt neceſ- 
farily render them exceptionable, to ſo many Thouſands 
of the Children of Gop? In practical Writings I ſtu- 
diouſly abſtain from the very Shadow of Controverſy. 
Nay, even in controverſial, I do not knowingly write 


one Line, to which any but my Opponent would object. 


For Opintons ſhall I deſtroy the Work of God? Then 
am I a Bigot indeed. Much more, if I would not drop 
any Made of Expreſſion, rather than offend either Jew 
or Gentile, or. the Church of Gop. I am, 


With great Sincerity, Dear Sir, 


Your affectionate Brother and Servant, 
J. W. 


I have but one Thing more to add, which is, concern- 
ing the Seaſonableneſs of the following Publication. It 
may, perhaps, be thought a needleſs Revival of a Diſpute, 
which happened long ago, and which is now probably for- 
gotten, In anſwer to which, I can aſſure the Reader, that 
the above is printed from an Edition of the Preſervative, 
now on Sale at the Foundery. The Seaſonableneſs of this 


"Publication, is therefore apparent ; for though my Brother 


died 


exxxviii | 
died December 25, 1758, the Controverſy did by mf 
Means die with him, but ftill ſubfiftis in the daily Pub. 
lication and Sale of the Preſervative, which alſo come 
with a ſpecial Recommendation from Mr. Weſley, into 
the Hands of all his Preachers, to be by them firſt © care. 
fully read, then to be recommended and explained to 
the ſeveral Societies where they labour,” So that the 
Controverſy is, in the moſt effeftual Manner, daily and 
" hourly kept alive by Mr. Weſley himſelf. This prove; 
very ſufficiently the Seaſonableneſs, and as Things have 
happened, the Expediency, of the preſent Appearance if 
the following Letters in Publick. How pertinent an Anſwer 
they contain to Mr. Weſley's Objections, is now 70 be 
deft to the Conſi deration of the candid Reader. 


Miles's-Lane, | _ 7. | | 
December 5, 1764. | W. Hz RVEY, 


* See the laſt Paragraph of a Tract, intitled, Reaſons . a 
Separation from the Church 7 England. Printed alſo in the Preſerua- 


ti, p. 2 7 2 | re 


* 
4 


PUVA» 


LETTERS. 


LETTER I. 


Occaſion of them— Imperfeions of Style—Fuſtification 
particularly tated Merits of TY oy and 2 
ive Ri Beton. 


| Rev. SIR, 


I Received the Letter you mention, containing Re- 
marks on the Dialogues between Theron and Aſpaſio. 
As after a careful Peruſal, I ſaw very little Reaſon to 
alter my Sentiments, I laid aſide your Epiſtle without 
returning an Anſwer, in hopes that my Silence (which 
it ſeems you miſtook for Obſtinacy) would moſt em- 
phatically ſpeak my Advice ; which, had it been ex- 
preſſed more plainly, would have been delivered in the 
Apoſtle's Words, That ye fudy, or make it your Am- 
bition, fo be quiet. 

Since you have: by printing theſe Remarks, ſum- 
moned me, though reluctant, to the Bar of the Pub- 
lic, it ſhould ſeem, that I ought not to. diſcredit he 
Truth once delivered to the Saints, by a timid Silence; 
and I am the more willing to anſwer for myſelf, as I 
have now the Privilege of an unprejudiced Judge, and 


| an impartial Jury.—If my Defence ſhould be loſt on 


my en it may poſſibly make ſome uſeful Im- 


* 1 Theſſ. iv. 11. QrnorrucoBe a beautiful Word, rich with Mean- 
ing, and not adequately tranſlated by make it your Ambition, ſtill more 
inadequately by our common Verſion, | 


preſſions 


any Thing more in the Capacity of an Author, I will be 


Pages according to the Dublin Edition, having wrote 


| which are your Words, and * are Aſpaſio's,—- 
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ſignify, give Admonition, as well as (what our Verſion has ſuppoſed) 
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preſſions on the Court, and candid Audience. How. 
ever, I will not abſolutely deſpair of convincing Mr, 
Weſley himſelf, becauſe it is written, Give Admonition ce 


to a wiſe Man, and be will yet be wiſer *, On ſome W 


very momentous and intereſting Points, I may probably 
be a little more copious than the ſtrict Laws of Argu- 
ment demand, in order to exhibit ſome of the great 
Truths of the Goſpel, in ſo clear a Light, that he may 
run who readeth them; in ſo amiable and inviting a Light, 
that the Believer may rejoice in them, and the Sinner 
may long for them, For ſuch Digreſſions, I promiſe cc 
myſelf an eaſy: Pardon, both from yourſelf and the m 
Reader. m 

Thus you open the Debate: © In the ſecond Dia- 
ce Jogue, is not the Deſcription often too laboured, the ur 
Language too ſtiff and affected?“ I muſt confeſs, Sir, Nan 
this Animadverſion ſeems to be as juſt, as the Praiſe 
which you have here, and elſewhere beſtowed, appears 
to be laviſh: The former, if not more pleaſing, may ne 
be no leſs ſerviceable than the latter; for Both I ac- 
knowledge myſelf your Debtor, and if ever J attempt Wi 


ſure to kcep my Eye fixed on the Caution you have na 
given. 

I am ſorry that the next Words bring on a Complaint, 
ſo cloſe to my Acknowledgment, Tou cite the 


e the rough Draught of what follows in Ireland.” But 
ſhould you not, in Complaiſance to your Readers on th 
this Side the Water, have referred to the Pages of the 
Engliſh Edition! For want of ſuch Reference, there is 
hardly Diſtinction enough, in ſome Places, to know 


» Prov. ix. g. The original Phraſe 3 1s * in give, which may 


Inſtruction. 
Should 


— 


1d 
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Should you not alſo, in Juſtice to the Author, before 
ou tranſcribed the rough Draught for the Preſs, have 
conſulted the 14ſt Edition of his Work ? Which you 
well knew was not the Copy, from which the 1rifþ 
Impreſſion was taken, yet might reaſonably A bats to 
be the leaſt inaccurate. 
When I read your next Paragraph, I am truck with 


| Reverence, I am aſhamed and almoſt aſtoniſhed, at the 


Littleneſs of the preceding Obſervations: Stiffneſs of 
Style, and a thouſand ſuch Trifles, what are they all 
compared with 7uſtification before the infinite and im- 
mortal GOD? This is a Subject that commands our 
moſt awful Regard, a Bleſſing that ſhould engage our 
whole Attention. As this is the grand Article 1 to come 


under our Conſideration, I would defire to maintain 


an inceſſant Dependance on the Divine SPIRIT, that 


my Thoughts may be influenced, and my Pen guided 
by the Wiſdom which cometh from above ; that I may 
neither pervert the Truth, by any erroneous Repreſen- 
tations, nor diſhonour it by an unchriſtian Temper. Tt 
would be eaſy to make uſe of bitter Satire, and diſ- 
dainful Irony, the contemptuous Sneer, or the indig- 
nant Frown.—And- indeed, Sir, you have laid yourſelf 
open to every Attack of this Kind; but theſe are not 
the Weapons of a Chriſtian's Warfare. 


— — Non Defenſeribus iftis, 


We are to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, 
with Meekneſs and Fear ; Meekneſs, with Regard to 
thoſe who interrogate or oppoſe us; Fear, with regard 
to HIM, whoſe Cauſe we plead, and whoſe Eye is ever 
upon us. Is Juſtification, you ſay, more or leſs, than 
* GOD's pardoning and accepting a Sinner, through 
«© the Merits of CHRIST?” I ſomewhat wonder, Sir, 
that you ſhould aſk this Queſtion, when it is profeſſ- 


| edly anſwered by Aſpaſio, who has preſented you with 


2 very circumſtantial Definition of Juſtification, ex- 
plaining 


6 
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plaining it, eſtabliſhing it, and obviating ſeveral Oh. 
jections advanced againſt i it, If you would animadvert 
with Spirit and Force, or indeed to any conſiderable 
Purpoſe, ſhould you not lay open the Impropriety of this 
Definition, ſhewing from Reaſon and TW. A that 
it is neither accurate nor orthodox ? 
At Pages 49, 50, the Reader may ſee Aſpaſio's Ac- 
count of Juſtification, and find the Words Imputation 
and Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, particularly explained, 
The latter denoting, © all the various Inſtances of his 
« active and paſſive Obedience; accordingly it is af- 
firmed (Page 51) © The Puniſhment we deſerved, he 
ce endures, the Obedience which we owed, he fulfils.” — 
What Aſpa/io here profeſſes to underſtand by the Righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST, the Reader is particularly re- 
queſted to bear in his Memory, that he be not miſled by 
Mr. Weſley, who often forgets it, and complains when 
the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST is mentioned, that his 
penal Sufferings are quite omitted. I would not wiſh, 
Sir, to have a plainer Proof, that you do not diſcard 
the active, than Apaſio has hereby given, that he never 
excludes the paſſive. 
By your Queſtion, you hint a Diſlike, yet without 
_ informing us what it is, or wherein Afpaſio's Illuſtrations 
and Proofs are deficient. You propoſe, and only pro- 
poſe, another Definition, Well then, to differ from 
you as little as poſſible, nay, to agree with you, as far as 
Truth will permit, ſince you are ſo loth to admit of our 
Repreſentation, we will accede to yours; eſpecially if it 
be ſomewhat explained, and a little improved. For 
indeed the Words, in their preſent Form, are rather too 
vague to conſtitute any Definition. Pardoning and ac. 
cepting may happen to be only diverſified Expreſſions of 
the ſame Idea. The Merits of CHRIST will certainly 
comport, either with Popiſb, or Socinian Notions. It 
abounds in Writers of the former Sort, and it is to be 
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found in the latter. Therefore, to be more explicit— 


yo By pardoning, I mean GOD's acquitting a Sinner from 
by Guilt of every Kind, and of every Degree. By accept- 
T ing, I mean ſtill more, GOD's receiving him into full 
> WT Favour, conſidering and treating him as righteous, yea 
on perfectly and gloriouſly righte ous.— By the Merits of 
CHRIST, I would always be ſuppoſed to ſignify, his 


active and paſſive Obedience, all that he wrought, and 
= all that he ſuffered, for the Salvation of Mankind *, In- 
" tereſted in all this, the Behever enters into the Divine 
1 Preſence, and ſtands before the Divine MAI ESTV 
he Vor like David's Ambaſſadors, ſtealing themſelves into 
Jericho; ſafe indeed, but with the Marks of Ammoniti/h 
Inſults on their Perſons: He rather enters like that illuſ- 
| | trious Exile, Fo/eph, into the Preſence of Pharaoh, when 
I his Priſon Garments were taken from him, and he was 
J arrayed in Veſtures of fine Linen, meet for the Shoulders 
1s of thoſe, who appear before Kings. With this Explica- 
Þ tion I am content that your Definition take place of 
3 WW inet: I would farther obſerve, that you have dropt 
8 the Word imputed, which inclines me to ſuſpect, you 


er vould caſhier the Thing. But let me aſk, Sir, How 
t an we be juſtified by the Merits of CHRIST, unleſs 
they 

ns | | 

'0- * The Merits of CHRIST is certainly an ambiguous Phraſe, and 

— what I can by no Means admire; but as it occurs in Mr. Weſley's 

TM Letter, and in many valuable Writers, I have, ted by their Example, 
uſed it in the following Debate, ſtill underſtanding it, and ſtill uſing 

"ur i, in the Senſe explained above. 

it + To gratify Mr. Weſley, I have admitted his Phraſe, «© The Me- 


or of CHRIST,” though as it is a Phraſe of dubious Import, and 


what almoſt any Se& or Hereſy will ſubſcribe, I. ſhould much ſooner 
chooſe to abide by Apaſio's Language. And why ſhould we not all 
a ſpeak with the Scriptures? Why ſhould we not chuſe the Expreſ- 
| hons of the Apoſtle? He ſays, ju/*ified by the Blood of CHRIST; he 
ſays, made righteous by the Obedience of CHRIST; when therefore 
we ſay, Sinners are pardoned and accepted through the Blood, and 
through the Obedience of CHRIST, we have a Warrant for our 
Doctrine, which is indiſputable, and a Precedent for our Language, 
which is unexceptionable. | 
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they are imputed to us? Would the Payment made by 
a Surety, procure a Diſcharge for the Debtor, unleſs it 
was placed to his Account? It is certain, the Sacrifices 
of old could not make an Atonement, unleſs they were 
imputed to each Offerer reſpectively. This was an 
Ordinance ſettled by JEHOVAH himfelf*. And were 
not the -Sacrifices, was not their Imputation typical of 
CHRIST, and Things pertaining to CHRIST'? The 
former prefiguring his all-ſufficient Expiation, the latter 
ſhadowing forth the Way, whereby we are Partakers of 
its Efficacy. The Righteouſneſs (not the Righteouſneſs 
and Obedience, Aſpaſio ſpeaks otherwiſe) which 
CHRIST performed is reckoned by GOD as our own, 
This you call an ambiguous Expreſſion, but, if conſi- 
dered in Conjunction with the foregoing and following 
Bnlargements, I ſhould think can hardly deſerve the 
Charge. Aſpeſio all along labours to be underſtood, 
In this Place he more fully opens his Meaning by giving 
another View of the Nature, and by ſpecifying the 


Effects of Imputation. The Nature,—it being the ſame | 


as placing to our Account ſomething not our own}. 
The Effects, CHRIST 's Righteouſneſs, thus placed to 
our Account, being as effectual for obtaining our Salva- 
tion, as if it was our own perſonal Qualification . To 
the latter you expreſsly agree, to the former you make 
no Objection: To the whole Doctrine, thus explained, 
you elſewhere declare your Aſſent. 

If in all this we may depend upon you, the; muſt we 
not feel an alarming Shock at your Adjuration 1 in the 


next 65 th ? 


Lev. vii. 18. tf any of the Fleſh of the Sacrifice of his Peate- 
Offerings, be eaten at all on the third Day, it ſhall not be accepted, 
neither ſpall it be imputed unto him that offereth it. It ſhall not be ac- 
cepted, Why? for this Reaſon, becauſe it ſhall not be imputed. A 
plain Indication, that the latter 15 the Cauſe of the former, That 
without Imputation, whether it be of the typical or real Sacrifice, the 
Blood of the Beaſt, or the Death of CHRIST, there is no Acceptance. 


+ Theron and Aſpa/io, p. 50. I Ibid. p. 53. 


« Per 
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ec F or CHRIST"'s Sake do not.” What? ſurely no- 


| thing leſs can excite or juſtify this vehement Exclama- . 


tion, but the Obtruſion of ſome Doctrine, that is moſt 


glaringly falſe and abſolutely damnable. Shall we have 


ſuch a folemn Firing, ſuch a Thunder of Exploſion, 


only to ſilence a particular Phraſe? In another Perſon 


this would look like profane Levity; in Mr. Weſſey, the 
ſofteſt Appellation we can give it, is idle Pomp All 
this Clamour merely againſt Words! Words too, the 
Explication of which, and the Doctrine contained in 


them, yourſelf allow. Dear Sir, what is a Word or a 


Phraſe? Can it do either Good or Harm, but as con- 
veying right or wrong Sentiments? Will the mere 
pronouncing or hearing of a Word (be it Abracadabra, 
or Higgajon Selah, or Imputed) without its Idea, poiſon 
the Principles of Men, and induce them to work all Un- 
cleanneſs with Greedineſs?* As you have been firing 
without an Enemy (Aſpaſio is owned for an Ally) ſo you 
ſeem to be triumphing without a Victory. Aſpaſro's 


Charity for thoſe who are diſguſted at the Expreſſion, 
and have no explicit Knowledge of the Doctrine, is 


guarded by the Words immediately following“ Yet 
« live under the Belief of the Truth, and in the Exercile 
te of the Duty,” as well as by the annexed Deſcription 
of the Perſons, and their Temper; who are far enough 
from fancying, that if they may but be pardoned for the 
Sake of CHRIST, they can obtain the Divine Fayour, 


and a Title to future Happineſs, by their own good Be- 


haviour. Hence it will appear, that he had been too 
cautious, to part with the very Thing for which he is 
contending. And this is more abundantly evident, 


from the Cloſe of his charitable Paragraph, wherein, 


though he allows ſuch People to be ſafe, yet he laments 
their Embarraſs, and their Deficiency in Light, Strength, 
and Conſolation, © The Phraſe is not ſcriptural.” 
Suppoſe it were not, this would afford but a ſlight Rea- 


Vor. IV. L ſon, 
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ſon, for ſo paſſionase an Outery: However, this is cer- 
tain, St. Paul uſes the Phraſe, GOD imputeth*, and that 
Righteouſneſs might be imputed F. Now, is it poſſible, 
that there ſhould be Righteouſneſs imputed, yet not an 
imputed Righteouſneſs? To aſſert this muſt argue 
either a wonderful ſubtil Refinement, or an exceeding 
ſtrong Prejudice. © It is not neceſſary.” Perhaps ſo. 
But is it not neceſſary Mr. Weſley ſhould either inform 
us, what Senſe of the Phraſe 1t is, which he apprehends 
ſo likely to miſlead Men, or elſe, inſtead of exclaiming 
againſt Aſpaſio, ſhould join all his Force with him, in 
defending that Senſe which they both eſpouſe? «© Tt has 
ct done immenſe Hurt.” — When we are made ſenſible 
of the immenſe, or indeed of any real, Hurt done by the 
Phraſe, imputed; when we ſee thoſe who diſlike it, cor- 
dially warm for the Sentiment expreſſed in other Words, 


we will then conſent to reſign it for its Equivalent, 


reckoned as our own, placed to our Account, —as eectual 
46 if our own perſonal Qualification. Till then we muſt 


guard the Caſket for the Sake of the Jewel. We prefer 


the Word imputed, becauſe it ſays more at once, than 
any other Term we know, and becauſe we are aware of 
2 common Practice uſed in all Ages, by the Oppofers 


of ſound Doctrine. They pretend a Zeal only againſt 


the Phraſe, that by bringing this into Diſuſe, they may 
cauſe that to be forgotten. Shall we not then diſpute 
for imputed Righteouſneſs? Yes, Sir, we muſt diſpute 
both for the Doctrine and for the Phraſe, ſince there are 
Perſons who openly ſtrike at the one, and we fear with 


a View to ſupplant the other. Shall we not diſpute for 


imputed Righteouſneſs—though the Words are a grand 
Peculiarity of the Scriptures, and the Thing the very 
Spirit and Eſſence of the Goſpel? Not diſpute for that 
which 1s better to us Sinners than all Worlds, better rhan 
our Hearts could wiſh, or our Thoughts conceive; which 


* Rom, iv. 6. + Rom. iv, 13. 
3 lit 


in 
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in ſhort is the beſt, the nobleſt, the completeſt Gift, that 
GOD himſelf can beſtow! 

When ſuch a Gift, and ſuch a Rig! nteouſneſs i 1s he 
Subject of Diſputation, we muſt not give Place, no, not 
for an Hour: we muſt maintain its matchleſs Excellency, 


o long as we have any Breath, or any Being. We muſt 


ſay in direct Oppoſition to your fervent but unadviſed 
Zeal, © For CHRIST's Sake,” let us contead earneſtly 
for imputed Righteouſneſs; becauſe ir is the brighteſt 
Jewel in His mediatorial Crown. © For the Sake of 


| « immortal Souls, let us hold faſt and hold forth this 


precious Truth; becauſe it yields the ſtrongeſt Conſo- 
lation to the guilty Conſcience, and furniſhes the moſt 
endearing, as well as the moſt prevailing Inducement to 
univerſal Obedience. 

« To aſcribe Pardon to CHRIST's paſſive, eternal 
« Life to his ative Obedience, is fanciful rather than 
« judicious.” The Remark is juſt; not ſo the Quota- 
tion; Aſpaſio is ſome what disfigured by your Diſtortion 
of his Features; he limps a little, by your Diſlocation of 
a Limb. There is in his Language, Guard enough to 
check every Attempt, either to diſſolve the Unian. or 
ſever the Coagency, of the different Parts of our 


| LORD's Righteouſneſs. 


But let us give Aſpaſio a fair Hearing; thus he ex- 
preſſes bimtel, « To divide them (the active and 
« paſſive Righteouſneſs) into detached Portions, inde- 
pendant on each other, ſeems to be fanciful rather than 
« judicious.” To divide into detached Portions, is 
more than to diſtinguiſh between the one and the other. 
The latter Aßppaſio practices, the former he diſavows. 
« Independant of each other.” Do theſe Words ſtand 
for nothing? Have they no Meaning, that here you 
new them no Regard, and never recollect them through- 
out your whole Epiſtle? Had you honoured them with 
any Degree of Notice, ſeveral of your Objections muſt 
have been precluded, and if the more cancid. Reader 

I. 2 pleaſes 
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pleaſes to bear them in Memory, ſeveral of your Ob- 


jections, will at the very firſt View, fall to the Ground, 


Beſides, the Perſon who tells us, the Caſe ſeems to be fo, | 


is not ſo peremptory, as he who roundly affirms it to be 
ſo; the former is all that 4ſpajio has advanced. Though 
I am willing that you ſhould correct his Style, yet I muſt 
beg of you, Sir, not to make him quite fo poſitive; let 
him have the Satisfaction of being modeſt, even where 
he has the Misfortune, in your Opinion at leaſt, to be 
erroneous. 

« CHRIST's Univerſal Obedience from his Birth 
ce to his Death, is the one Foundation of my Hope,” 
fays Aſpaſio. To which you aſſent, and with a laudable 
Vehemence, reply, This is unqueſtionably right.” I 
wiſh, Sir, you would ponder your Words before you 
ſpeak, at leaſt before you print, that there may be ſome- 
thing fixed and certain, on which we may depend, and 


by which you will abide. One would think, after this } 


Acknowledgment, pronounced with ſuch an Air of So- 
lemnity, you could never fo far forget yourſelf, as to open 
your Mouth againſt the Obedience, the univerſal Obe- 
dience of CHRIST, . which ſurely muſt include both 
what he wrought, and what he ſuffered. You confeſs it 
to be your Foundation, the Foundation of your Hope, 
the only Foundation of your Hope; can you then, without 
the moſt amazing Inconſiſtency, either wiſh to ſecrete 
he Doctrine, or offer to diſcountenance the Expreſſion! 
ce. There is no Manner of Need to make the Imputa- 
« tion of CHRIST's active Righteouſneſs a ſeparate 
« Head of Diſcourſe.” No Manner of Need, even 
though you declare, that this active Righteouſneſs, toge- 
cher with the expiatory Death, is the only Foundation of 
your Hope! Can you think it poſſible to treat of ſuc 
a Topic too particularly, too diſtinctly, too minutely ?— 
Aſpaſio has ſhewn the Need, or aſſigned the Reaſon for 
this Method of handling the Subject; becauſe it ſets the 


Fulneſs of our LORD's Merit 1 in the cleareſt Light, and 
gives 


G e » Sonam 
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gives the completeſt Honour to GOD's holy Law. 


d. Have you alledged any Thing to diſprove, or ſo much as 
o, to invalidate his Plea? Ought not this to have been 
e WE done before your Aſſertion can be valid, or even decent? 
oh Beſides, are there not Perſons in the World, who 
uſt fondly imagine, that if they can but have Pardon through 
let CHRIST, they ſhall by their own Doings ſecure eternal 
re Life? When ſuch Perſons are in Danger of overlooking 


be the active Obedience of the REDEEMER, why ſhould 
you not for their Sakes allow us to make the Imputation 
"th of his Righteouſneſs © a ſeparate Head of Diſcourſe ?” 
og That, ſeeing the tranſcendent Perfection of CHRIST's 
ble Work, they may ceaſe from confiding in their own“, 
[ leſt it be ſaid to them another Day, 7 will declare thy 
ou Righteouſneſs, and thy Works, that for the grand Purpoſe | 
e- of Juſtification, they ſhall not profit thee . | 


nd We muſt therefore take Leave to dwell upon the active 
his WW Righteouſneſs of our LORD; we muſt difplay its Per- 
0- Wl fetion, in Oppoſition to all the vain Pretenſions of F 
Xen human Qualifications, Endeavours, or Attainments; we 1 
e- muſt demonſtrate that as the Heavens are higher than 0 


"th the Earth, ſo is this Divine Obedience higher than all 
it the Works of the Children of Men. Yea, fo tranſ- 
pe, cendent in itſelf, and abſolutely perfect, as to be inca- 
out pable of any Augmentation. All the good Deeds of all 


ete the Saints, could they be added to it, would not increaſe 
n? in any Degree its juſtifying Efficacy; it is like all the 
ta- other Works of GOD, concerning which we are told, 


ate nothing can be added to them. This brings to my Re- 
ren membrance a moſt beautiful and ſublime Repreſentation, 
ge- which you muſt have read in the Evangelical Prophet, 
of Wl Erery Valley ſhall be exalted, and every Mountain and Hill = 
ch Wl ſhall be made low, and the crooked ſhall be made ftraight, 5 
— WW «1d the rough Places plain, and the Glory of the LORD 
a ſhall be revealed, and all Fleſh ſhall fee it together. Here 
the | : 

und | * Heb. iv. 10. 1 Ifa, Ivii. 12. 
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Mountains are demoliſhed, Valleys are elevated, and 
the Earth is levelled into a ſpacious Plain on purpoſe to 
accompliſh what Mr. Je/ley ſuppoſes unneceſſary ; on 
Purpoſe to give the moſt clear, full, ſtriking View of 
the great REDEEMER, of his wonderful Perſon, and 
glorious Work; that he alone may be diſtinguiſhed and 
exalted; may walk majeſtic and conſpicuous through the 
Midſt of Mankind, as being ſingly and completely ſuffi- 
cient for the Recovery of Sinners. That all Fleſh, not 
Jews only, but Gentiles alſo; not Men of Reputation 
only, but the meaneſt of Mortals, the moſt infamous of 
Wretches, may together ſee his Goch, may on equal 
Ground, without any Pre-eminence of one above ano- 
ther, contemplate and partake of his precious Death and 
perfect Righteouſneſs, which are the one Object of di- 
vine Complacency, and the ſovereign Glory of the 
LORD REDEEMER. According to the Import of 
this magnificent Piece of Imagery, all the Differences 
that ſubGiſt between one Man and another are aboliſhed; 
. nothing but CHRIST and his complete Work are pro- 
poſed, as the Cauſe of Juſtification and the Ground of 
Hope. Faith beholds nothing but the Divine FESUS; 
it never enquires, What have I done? What have | 
ſuffered? But what has that moſt illuſtrious Perſonage 
done, and what ſuffered? What has JEHOVAH 
manifeſted in our Nature, wrought for the Benefit and 
Redemption of Sinners ?—Paith is never weary of view- 
ing or reviewing either the active or paſſive Obedience 
of IMMANUEL. Faith will declare, that neither of 
theſe Points can be ſet forth in too ſtrong or too recom- 
mending a Light. Faith is ever deſiring to ſee more 
and more of the SAVIOUR's Worthineſs, that the Soul 
may rejoice in his Excellency, : and be filled with all his 
Fulneſs. 
May you, Dear Sir, abound i in this Faith, and live 
under ſuch Views of GOD our SAVIO UR; then 1 
fatter 
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fatter myſelf you will be diſſatisfied with your preſent 


Opinion, and not be diſguſted at the Freedom of Speech, 


uſed by 
Yours, Cc. 


2 | 
LETTER 


Chriſt's Satisfaction explained — World of Believers 
 Corift”s Fulneſs—ths Purpoſe and Decree. 


Rev. SIR, 


1 Am particularly pleaſed at my 2 on this 
Epiſtle, becauſe it preſents me with a View of Mr. 
Maſley in very good Humour, Inſtead of rebuking, he 
commends. He puts off the Frown of Cenſure, for the 
Smile of Approbation. I hope to follow the amiable 
Example. To approve and applaud, wherever Oppor- 
tunity offers, and Truth permits. And though I ſhall 
be ſometimes obliged to oppoſe or refute; yet, 1 ſhall dg 
both with all the Tenderneſs and Lenity, which may 
conſiſt with a proper Vindication of the Truth. 
« The third and fourth Dialogues contain an admirable 
« Illuſtration and Confirmation of the great Doctrine 
e of CHRIST's Satisfaction.“ This is generouſly ag- 
knowledged. Yet even here it ſo unhappily falls out, 
that Complaiſance gets the Start of Judgment. Did 
you advert, Sir, to the State of the Controverſy, or ſee 
the Conſequence of Aſpaſio's Arguing, you mult either 
give up a favourite Tenet, or elſe diſſent from hys 
Doctrine. 5 
 Aſpaſno maintains, that CHRIST's Sufferings we 
Puniſhment; real, proper Puniſhmeat., - Now o * 
CHRIST, an innocent Perſon, be puniſhed, without 
dexring Sin; the very Sin of others? Could CHRIST, 
L4 2 Divine 
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2 Divine Perſon, bear the Sin of others, and not do it 
perfectly away! Or can they, whoſe Guilt was puniſhed 
in CHRIST, and whoſe Sin is perfectly done away by 
CHRIST, can they periſh eternally? But I forbear, 
Yourſelf, and the judicious Reader will eaſily apprehend 


my Meaning, and diſcern the Point, to which theſe 


Queſtions lead. All the Benefit I propoſe by this Re- 
mark, is, to convince Mr. ./efley, that he is not inca- 
pable of a Miſtake—That he has tripped a little, in what 
he commends, and therefore may * make a falſe 
Step, in what he condemns. 

Unleſs J may be allowed to propoſe this additional 
Advantage, the rectifying an Impropriety in ſome 
People s Apprehenſions, concerning our LORD's vica- 
rious Sufferings. It is uſual to ſay, He bore the 
% Puniſhment, not the Guilt; the Penalty, not the 
« Fault.” Which ſeems to be a Diſtinction, more 
ſcrupulous than judicious. Anſwers no other End, but 
that of derogating from our REDEEMER's Grace, and 
weakening the Foundation of our Hopes. 

The Guilt of Sin, I take to be what the Apoſtle calls, 
«voulz, the Tranſgreſſion of the Law. From hence 
ariſes the Obligation to Puniſhment. This Guilt, our 
LORD fo truly bore, that he was no leſs liable to the 
Arreſt of Juſtice, and the Infliction of Vengeance, than 
if he himſelf had committed the moſt enormous Crimes. 
He bare, fays the HOLY GHOST, the Sin of many. 
But Puniſhment cannot be reckoned the ſame as Sin, 
any more than Wages can be accounted the ſame as 
Work. If then our LORD bore Sin itſelf, he muſt 
bear every Thing criminal, that is included in it; no 
Circumſtance of Demerit or Aggravation excepted. 

He bore the Fault, therefore he makes us without 


Fault in the Sight of GOD; and will preſent us faultleſs 


| 2 25 the Throne, with exceeding Joy.—He bore the 
| Guilt— 
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Cuil Therefore our LORD's Sufferings were real 
Puniſhment, juſtly inflicted by the ſupreme JUDGE, 
and, on Principles of Juſtice, diſcharge us from all 
Puniſhment whatever. He bore the Filth, —therefore 
he felt, what thoſe wretched Souls endure, who die in 


their Iniquities; his eternal FATHER forſook him, 


and hid his Face from him as from an abominable 
object. | | 

This renders our SA VIOUR's Propitiation, great, 
wonderful, glorious. Seeing this, believing this, we 
have nothing to fear, Conſcience is fatisfied, and the 
Accuſer of the Brethren is ſilenced. Nothing can be 
laid ro our Charge by the righteous Law, and nothing 


remains, to awaken the Indignation of the righteous 


JUDGE.—Whereas, if this was not done, we have 


Reaſon to be terribly apprehenſive. If CHRIST bore 


not the Guilt, then Sinners muſt bear it in their own 
Perſons; if he took not away the Filth; then it muſt lie 
on Tranſgreſſors, and render them loathſome for ever. 
If the Fault was not transferred to him, then it muſt 
abide upon us, and be our everlaſting Ruin. 

Neither does this Doctrine in any Degree detract from 
our SAVIOUR's Dignity. It rather gives Him the 
Honour due unto 'His Name, FESUS. As in the 
Scales of a Balance, the lower the one deſcends, the 


higher the other mounts, ſo the deeper our MEDIA- 


TOR's Humiliation ſinks, to the more exalted Height 
does His Glory riſe. The more horrible the Condition 
to which he ſubmitted, the more illuſtriouſly His Good- 
nels ſhines, and the more clearly the Perfection of His 
Work appears. 

Satisfaction was made to the Divine Law, ſays Apaſia. 
« do not remember any ſuch Expreſſion in Scripture,” 
replies Mr. Weſlzy.—But do you not remember this 


| Expreſſion in the Epiſtle to the Galatians, CHRIST was 


made 
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made under the Law*? Why was He made under the 
Law, but to fulfil its. Precepts, and undergo its. Penalty? 
and is not this a Satisfaction to its Demands? 


The Truth is, the Divine Law was violated hy our 


Sins. It was abſoluretÞ impoſſible for us to make any 
Reparation, therefore CRV in our Nature and in our 
Stead ſubmitted to its Obligations, that he might mag- 
mfy its injured Authority, and render it in the higheſt 
Degree venerable: Might make even its tremendous 
Sanctions and rigorous nenn the very Baſis of 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace. Divinely noble Contri- 
vance! - Unſpeakably precious Expedient! By this 
Means, Vengeance and Forbearance have met together; 
Wrath and Love have kiſſed each other, in the Redemp- 
tion of Sinners. The Law ſays, I am fulfilled. Juſtice 
ſays, I am ſatisfied. While both concur to expedite 
and aſcertain the Salvation of a Believer. 

e This Way of ſpeaking of the Law, as a Perſon 
* mjured, and to be ſatisfied, ſeems hardly defenſible.” 
Does not the Apoſtle ſpeak of the Law as a Perſon? A 
Perſon that /ivetbF, to whom ſome are married, and to 
whom. others are dead? Afpaſio. will always think him- 
felt, and his Manner of ſpeaking ſufficiently defenſible, 
fo long as he has the A Fe Practice for his Prece- 
ent. 

Having ſuch a Preceding he wants no hn; other- 
wiſe he might plead the Authority of Mr. John Weſley ; 
who in his Explanatory. Notes on the New Teftament, 


1 Gal. iv. 4 T here is, I think, fomething uncouth in this Ex- 
preſtion, Made under the Law. Tey9cy®- tis true very well comports 
with both the Clauſes, en yvz:»®- & vav 50. But in the Engliſb 
Tranflation, the Participle might, not ungracefully, be varied, per- 
haps in ſome ſuch Manner; the Son of GOD was —.— of a Waman, 
and became ſalect to the Law. 
t Rem. vii. 1, 4. The Word & at the End of the firſt Verſe is 
ſpoken of the Law, not of the Man, as Mr. Weſley and others have 
very juſtly obſerved. It ſhould therefore be tranſlated not Je, but Ii. 


ſays— 
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r The Law is here fpoken of (by a common Fi- 


ce gure) as a Perſon,, to which as to an Huſband, Life 


« and Death are aſcribed *, ” And if the Law be an 
Huſband, may not an Huſhand be #yjured? May not 


an in jured Huſband inſiſt upon being ſatisfied? 


« All the Benefits of the new Covenant are the Pur- 
« chaſe of CHRIST"s Blood,” this is Aſpaſio's Belief, 
To this you aſſent, cc Surely they are. — With Pleaſure 
I ſhould receive your Suffrage, was I not afraid that this 
is your Meaning; they are /o the Purchaſe of his Blood, 
as not to have any Dependence on, or any Connection 
with, his moſt perfect Obedience. I was alarmed by 
the Cloſe of your laſt Paragraph, and my Suſpicions are 
increaſed by the following negative Interrogation z 
« after this has been fully proved, where 1s the Need, 
« where is the Uſe of contending ſo ſtrenuouſly, for the 
« Imputation of his Righteouſneſs? #4 

Aſpaſio has informed you, Sir, in the ſecond Dia- 
logue. He has there ſhewn the Advantage of unfold- 


ing, circumſtantially and copiouſly, this momentous 


Truth. To give you farther Satisfaction, he has 
quoted the Words of an eminent Divine, of which the 
following are a Part. Whoever rejects the Doctrine 
« of the Imputation of our SAVIOUR's Righteouſneſs 
ee to Man, does, by ſo doing, reject the Imputation of 
« Man's Sin to our SAVIOUR, and all the Conſe- 
1 quences of it.” If you are not fatisfied with Mr. Stay- 
n0e's Reaſons, . you are remitted to St. Paul. In Rom. 
v. (a Chapter of diſtinguiſhed Dignity and Importance) 
he teaches "Mankind that CHRIST died for the Ungodly; 
that we are juſtified through His Blood, are ſaved from 
Wrath by His Death. After all this had been fully 
proved, where was the Need, where was the Uſe of 
inſiſting largely upon that Obedience of ONE by which 


* Sce Explan, Notes, Rom. vii. 1. 


many 
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many are made * Righteous? Or upon that Righteouſ. 


neſs of ONE, which is imputed to many for Juſtification 
of Life? Yet this the inſpired Writer evidently does. 
| Anſwer the foregoing Queſtion, in Behalf of the 
Apoſtle, and you will anſwer it in Behalf of Fpafio. Or 
if you decline the Office, give me Leave, Sir, to anſwer 
it on Behalf of them both. The Blood of CHRIST is 
never conſidered as independent on, or detached from, 
the Rightcouſneſs of CHRIST. They united their 
bleſſed Efficacy in accompliſhing the Work of our Re- 
demption ; we always look upon them as a grand and 
_ glorious Aggregate, in their Agency inſeparable, though 
in Mediation diſtinguiſhable. Being thus diſtinguiſhable, 
at proper Times, we meditate upon each diſtinctly. 
We diſplay each with all the Particularity poſſible, and 
cannot but contend for the Imputation of one, as well as 
of the other. The farther we dig into either of theſe 
ſpiritual Mines, the greater Fund of Treaſures we dif- 
cover. The more we glorify the SAVIOUR, the more 
we ſtrengthen Faith, and the greater Addition we make 
to our Comfort, our Peace, our Joy. 

Aſfpafio enquires; if CHRIST was our Subſtitute as to 
penal Suffering, why not as to juſtifying Obedience? 
You reply“ the former is expreſsly aſſerted in Scrip- 
“e ture, the latter is not expreſsly aſſerted there. A 
ſmall Inaccuracy here; Sir! the former is no more a 
Scripture Expreſſion, than the latter; while the latter is 
no leſs the Doctrine and Senſe of Scripture than the 
former.—A little Piece of Forgetfulneſs likewiſe! Since 
you juſt now acknowledged, that CHRIST"s univerſal 
« Obedience was the one Foundation of your Hope.” 
But how can His Obedience be any Foundation of your 
Hope, if in this Capacity he was not your Subſtitute ? 
Take away the Circumſtance of Subſtitution, and there 


Kom. v. 19. 


Is 


calling in CHRIST JESUS? 
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is no more Ground for your Reliance on the Obedience 
of CHRIST, than for your Reliance on the Obedience 
of Gabriel, We are made the Righteouſneſs of GOD, be- 
cauſe we are IN Him, as our Proxy and our Head. 
Becauſe he wrought the juſtifying Righteouſneſs, not 
only in our Nature, but in our Name, not only as our 
Benefactor, but as our Repreſentative. 

« As Sin and Miſery have abounded through the firſt 
« Adam, Mercy and Grace have much more abounded 
ice through the ſecond. So that now none have Reaſon 
« to complain.“ Here indeed we have Aſpafio's Words, 
but in a patched and disfigured Condition. One Part 
taken from Page 195, and another wrenched from Page 
191. Let any one read the whole of thoſe Paſſages, 


| and judge whether they can be fairly applied to the 
Doctrines of Election or Predeſtination. Yet Mr. 


Weſley is reſolved at all Adventures, with or without 
Occaſion, to introduce theſe Subjects of deep and per- 
plexed Diſputation. Therefore he replies, «© No, not 
« jf the ſecond Adam died for all, otherwiſe all for whom 
« He did not die, have great Reaſon to complain.” 
Here, Sir, do you not force an Inference from Aſpafio's 
Words, foreign to his Deſign? He is ſpeaking of thoſe 
who betake themſelves to CHRIST, and are recovered 
through his Righteouſneſs. Such Perſons he particu- 
larly mentions. Of ſuch alone he diſcourſes; without 
conſidering the Caſe of others, who, deſpiſing, or neg- 
lecting the REDEE MER, reject the Counſel of GOD 
againſt themſelves. Would it not be as edifying to the 
Reader, and as agreeable to your Office, if you ſhould 
Join with Aſpaſio in diſplaying the free, ſuperabundant, 
infinitely rich Grace of our GOD; altogether as be- 
coming this, as to divert his Aim, and retard his Steps, 
when he is preſſing forwards to this Prize of our high 


Aſpaſis's 
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 Afſpaſir's Words are, When we betake ourſelves to 2 
& CHRIST FESUS, we ſhall find, that, as Sin and 4c 
& Miſery have abounded, {a Pleaſe to obſerve, | Pt 
Sir, how he limits his Diſcourſe, conſequently is obliged lu 
to defend nothing, but what correſponds with ſuch Limi- to 
tation. . | 8 A 
| Had the Iſraelites any Cauſe to be diffatisfied with the I 
Proviſion, made for their Suſtenance and their Cure, up 
when the Serpent of Brafs was lifted up on the Pole, and ref 
when the Bread from Heaven lay round about their MW * 
Tents? No more have Sinners any Cauſe to think , 
themſelves aggrieved, when the Salvation of GOD i; ; 
evidently ſet before them in the Goſpel; is brought to 

their very Door, in the preaching of the Word, and 
they are allowed, importuned, commanded to receive it * 

by Faith. This is enough for me. Enough this for 
any Tranſgreſſors, who want, not to gratiſy Curioſity, I ge 
but to inherit Life.— If they, or you, Sir, chuſe to pry — 
further, and to intrude into the Divine Secrets, I muſt 


leave you to yourſelves; ſaying, as I depart, The jecr . : 
Things belong unto the LORD our GOD; but 7050. F 
Things which are revealed, belong unto us and our Chil. 5 
d renn. | 8 8 85 

cc The whole World of Believers.“ —< This is an 4 
« Expreſſion which never occurs in Scripture. It 


affords me a kind of preſumptive Proof, that ſolid Ver 
Objections are not at Hand, when ſuch Shadows are Ml ... r 
liſted into the Service.—T ſhould be under no Pain if you not: 


could prove your Charge, beyond all Contradiction. 
To what would it amount? Why, that Aſpaſio having you 
occaſion to mention a certain Topic, happened not to * 
make Uſe of the very Syllables and Letters made Ute of 


in Scripture. And do you or I, Sir, in all our Sermons, 80 
Journals, Preſervatives, and Chriſtian Libraries, under- : os 
Deut. xxix. 29. | « gh 


take 
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take to uſe none but ſcriptural Expreſſions? Had we 
done this, one Benefit might indeed have accrued to the 
Public. It would conſiderably have reduced our Vo- 
lumes.—But I trifle as well as Mr. Weſtey. You proceed 


to enforce your Remonſtrance, by adding“ Neither 
« has the Expreſſion any Cquntenance from Scripture.” 


Jam really aſhamed to detain bur Readers any longer 


upon ſo trivial a Point. Therefore what I am going to 
reply, is only a Word to yourſelf. You, Sir, can tell 
who it is that affirms in a certain Hymn; 


For ev'ry Man 

T's ſiniſb'd it's poſt — 
The World is forgic'n 
For FESUS's Sake. 


The World forgiven ? What, all the World? Every Child 
of Adam? They who believe not on CHRIST and die in 
their Sins? This you cannot mean; this you dare not 
aſſert; this, I think, no Mortal can {: ppoſe. You 
yourſelf therefore, by «© the World,” ſk intend 
« the beheving World; and are you offended at Appa- 
fo for commenting on your Text? For expreſſing 
plainly what is implied in your own Words? 
In the LORD fhall all the Houſe of {jrael be juſtified. 
This Text Apaſio quotes, and acquieſces in the common 
Verfion, upon which you animadvert. © It ought 
«© unqueſtionably to be rendered e or through the 
© LORD.” How hard is Aſpafio's Lot! If he does 
not uſe the exact Language of Scripture, he is criminal at 
your Bar, witneſs the preceding Objection; if he does 
uſe the exact Language of Scripture, as in the preſent 
Inſtance, you indite him for an erroneous Tranſlation. 
So that it is next to impoſſible to eſcape your Cenſure. 
In the LORD, you affirm is not the pure Language 
of Scripture, it is a wrong Tranſlation, © and ought n- 
3 n to be rendered 4y or * the LORD. 2 
et, 
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Yet, Quifquis adbuc uno partam colit aſſe Minervam—- 
Whoever has learnt Hebrew no more than a Month, 
will aſſure our Engliſh Reader, that the Prefix J is the 

very firſt Word in the Bible. Muſt it there be tranſ- 
lated &y or through the Beginning ?—If our young 
Scholar have only his Pſalter, he can ſhew the ſame Par- 
ticle occurring three Times within the firſt Verſe. In he 
Counſel —In the Way—In the Seat.—Twice in the ſecond 
Verſe; His Delight is in the Law—In His Law will be 
exerciſe Himſelf. Three Times more in the Remainder 
of the Pſalm, Shall bring forth Fruit in his Seaſon—Shall 
not ſtand in Judgment. Neither in the Congregation of 
the Righteous. —Now let the Engliſh Reader judge for 
himſelf, whether the Hebrew Prefix muſt * unqueſtionably 
ce be rendered” in all theſe places “ by or through.” 
By or through his Seaſon ! By or through the Congre- 
gation ! But I ſtop, there is no Need to apply all the 
Paſſages. Neither is there any Need of critical Skill 
in Languages, to determine concerning any one of them. 
Common Senſe in this Caſe is ſufficiently qualified to 
de our Critic and our Arbitrator.—I only wiſh, Sir, 


you had produced the Evidence for the corrected 


Verſion. Then the Public might have ſeen on which 
Side the Balance were likely to turn; and which were 
the moſt cogent Logic, © Aſpafio's Doctrine is falſe, 
tc therefore the Tranſlation is wrong; 6r the Tranſlation 
cc js fair, therefore his Doctrine is true.” 

By this Time, I believe, the unlearned Reader will 
begin to diſcern, what Degree of Credit is due to your 
Criticiſms upon the Original, and to your Alteration of 
the common Verſion, when they are ſupported by no- 
thing more, than your bare Aſſertion.—I alſo begin to 
be apprehenſive that our canvaſſing the Senſe of Words, 
and ſifting the dead Languages, will be no very agree- 
able Entertainment to any Reader. I will therefore for 
the future vet more conciſe in the Execution of this 

Buſineſs; 
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Buſineſs ; eſpecially as I have here given a Specimen 
of what might be done. I will try, if it 1s not poſſible, to 
animate what would otherwiſe be dull, and to blend 
godly edifying, with critical Diſquiſition. 

Ye are complete in him. With this Tranſlation alſo 
Mr. Weſley finds fault. © The Words literally ren- 
« dered are, ye are filled with him.“ -I am ready to 


grant, that Places may be found, where the Prepoſi- 


tion & muſt be underſtood according to your Senſe. 
But then every one knows that this is not the native, 
obvious, literal Meaning ; rather a Meaning ſwayed, 
influenced, moulded by the preceding or following 
Word. The literal ſignification of ? ate is as we have 
rendered it.— Nor is there the leaſt Occaſion to depart 
from the received Interpretation, it is ſuitable to the 
Context, and to the Scope of the whole Epiſtle. 

However we will ſuppoſe your Criticifn to be juſt. 
Does this deſtroy or enervate Aſpaſo's Argument? 
Would you have one Meaning contradict or ſupplant 
the other? ©« Ye are filled with him, therefore ye are 
te not complete in him?” Does the former Senſe include 
or imply the latter? Can you, or I, or any one be filled 
with every Requiſite for our Recovery and Happineſs, 
yet not be complete? It ſeems therefore, you get no- 
thing by this Criticiſm, but the Satisfaction of doing 
Violence to the Phraſe, without any Improvement of 
the Senſe, or any Advantage to your Cauſe. 


« The whole Paſſage (you affirm) relates to Sanc- 
© tification, not to Juſtification.” Where is your 
Proof, Sir? This we always expect. This Mr. Weſley 
ſeldom, if ever, condeſcends. to give. Yes, he ſays, 
* any unprejudiced Reader may obſerve it.. A ſtrange 
Kind of Proof! reducible to no Figure in Logic, unleſs 
there be a Figure ſtiled . Preſumption. Was I to anſwer 
tor the unprejudiced Reader, I think he would obſerve the 
very reverſe, The Words of the Apoſtle are not a little 

Vor. IV. M forcible 
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forcible againſt your Senſe of the Paſſage, as will ap- 
pear from the tranſitive Adverb alſo. The next and 
the ſubſequent Verſes, we allow, relate to Sandtification: 
If this Verſe does the ſame, ſuch is the Manner of the 
Apoſtle's Reaſoning, In whom ye are ſanctified, in 
« whom alfo ye are ſandtified.” Whereas if the firſt 
Clauſe denotes the Juſtification of the Colofian Convent 
through the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, if the following 
Periods deſcribe their Sanctification, as a Conſequence 
of this moſt happily operating Privilege, then the Rea- 
ſoning is juſt, and the Tranſition graceful, © In Him 


162 


« ye are completely juſtified,” in Him alſo ye are truly 


ce ſanctified.“ 

The whole Paſſage is calculated to teach us that 
CHRIST is the Fulneſs of our Sufficiency. In Him, and 
in Him alone, there is enough to anſwer all the Pur- 
poſes of Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, and 
Redemption.—It is intended likewiſe to admoniſh us, 


that we ſhould reſt ſatisfied with Him alone, in Oppo- | 


ſition to all the fond Inventions of Men; who would in- 
troduce ſomething elſe for the Ground of our Confi- 
dence, and the Cauſe of our Conſolation, as though it 
was ſaid ;— 

If indeed our LORD FESUS CHRIST had been an 
ordinary Perſon, or merely a created Being, ye might 
well be offended at my Doctrine. Ye might then with 
ſome colour of Reaſon ſeek to the Maxims of Philo- 
ſophy for Wiſdom, or to the Works of the Law for 

Righteouſneſs. But CHRIST 1s an immenſely glorious 
Perſon, for in Him are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſam 
and Knowledge —CHRIST is an incomparably exalted 
Sovereign—for He is the Head of all Principalities and 

Powers. SY en. * CHRIST is the ſupreme incomprehen- 
ſible IEHOVAH; for in Him dwelleth all the Fulnts 
of the GODHEAD bodily. Being therefore tranſplanted 
into Him by Faith, ye are complete. Partakers of 


Him; ye have every Bleſſing and all Good. Thought 
N cannot 


— — opt 
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cannot imagine, nor Deſire crave, any Thing farther, 
greater, higher. . 

Matchleſs Privilege! Exalted Felicity! O may the 
Knowledge, the experimental Knowledge of it, fill our 


Hearts as the Waters cover the Abyſs of the Sea! Then 
we will ſing the Hymn which once expreſſed your Sen- 


timents, and ſtill expreſſes mine. 


* Join Earth and Heav'n to bleſs 
The LORD our Righteouſneſs. 
The Myſtery of Redemption this, 
This the SAVIOUR's ftrange Deſign; 
Man's Offence was counted His, 
Our is Righteouſneſs Divine. 


In Him complete we ſhine, 

His Death, bis Life is mine: 

Fully am TI juſtified, „ 
Free from Sin, and more than free, 

Guiltleſs, ſince for me he died, 
Righteous ſince He liv'd for me. 


The Text lately quoted from Jaiab, is Part of a 
Paragraph eminent for its Dignity and Uſefulneſs. 
We then conſidered a Fragment of it in a critical 
View; let us now examine the whole of it with a 
devotional Spirit, Thus examined, I truſt it will be 


See p. 56. of Hymns and Spiritual Songs. Anonymous indeed, 
but univerſally aſcribed to Mr. Veſey. In theſe excellent Lines, 
how ſtrongly marked are the Sentiments of the Goſpel! Our Offences 
ſo fully imputed to CHRIST, as to be accounted His. His Righ- 
teouſneſs ſo fully imputed to us, as to be accounted Ours. In Him 
we are complete, becauſe his moſt obedient Life, and his all-atoning 
Death are ours. We are guiltleſs, not through our Repentance, or 
Reformation, but becauſe he has died for us. We are righteous, 
not on Account .of any Graces or Attainments of our own, but be- 
cauſe he has lived for us. To theſe Truths I moſt cordially ſubſcribe. 
This is that good old Wine that once made Mr. Veſley's Heart glad. 
He has finee taſted new; but I hope he will be brought to ſay, © The 
old is better.“ | | 


M 2 | no 
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forcible againſt your Senſe of the 3 as will ap- 
pear from the tranſitive Adverb alſo. The next and 
the ſubſequent Verſes, we allow, relate to Sanctification: 
If this Verſe does the ſame, ſuch is the Manner of the | 
Apoſtle's Reaſoning, © In whom ye are ſanctified, in 
« whom alfo ye are ſanctified.” Whereas if the firſt 
Clauſe denotes the Juſtification of the Coloffian Converts 
through the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, if the following 
Periods deſcribe their Sanctification, as a Conſequence 
of this moſt happily operating Privilege, then the Rea- 
ſoning is juſt, and the Tranſition graceful, © In Him 
« ye are completely juſtified,” in Him alſo ye are truly 
ce ſanctified.“ | | 

The whole Paſſage is calculated to teach us that 
CHRIST is the Fulneſs of our Sufficiency. In Him, and 
in Him alone, there 1s enough to anſwer all the Pur- 
poſes of Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, and 
Redemption. It is intended likewiſe to admoniſh us, 
that we ſhould reſt ſatisfied with Him alone, in Oppo- 
ſition to all the fond Inventions of Men; who would in- 
troduce ſomething elſe for the Ground of our Confi- 
dence, and the Cauſe of our Conſolation, as though it 
was faid ;j— 

If indeed our LORD FESUS CHRIST had been an 
ordinary Perſon, or merely a created Being, ye might 
well be offended at my Doctrine. Ye might then with 
ſome colour of Reaſon ſeek to the Maxims of Philo- 
ſophy for Wiſdom, or to the Works of the Law for 
Righteouſneſs. But CHRIST 1s an immenſely glorious 
Perſon, for in Him are hid all the Treaſures of Wijaon 
and Knowledge. —CHRIST' is an incomparably exalted 
Sovereign—for He is the Head of all Principalities and 
Powers. Yea," CHRIST is the ſupreme incomprehen- 
ſible JEHOVAH ; for in Him dwelleth all the Fulntſs 
of the GODHEAD bodily. Being therefore tranſplanted 
into Him by Faith, ye are complete. Partakers of 


Him; ye have every Bleſſing and all Good. Thought 
*** cannot 
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cannot imagine, nor Deſire crave, any Thing farther, 
preater, higher. 

Matchleſs Privilege ! Exalted Felicity! O may the 
Knowledge, the experimental Knowledge of it, fill our 
Hearts as the Waters cover the Abyſs of the Sea! Then 


we will ſing the Hymn which once expreſſed your Sen- 
timents, and ſtill expreſſes mine. 


Join Earth and Heav'n to bleſs 
The LORD our Righteouſneſs. 
The Myſtery of Redemption this, 
1his the SAVIOUR's ftrange Deſign; 
Man's Offence was counted His, 
- Oars is Righteouſneſs Divine. 


In Him complete we ſhine, 
His Death, his Life is mine 
Fully am IT juſtified, 
Free from Sin, and more than free, 
Guiltleſs, ſince for me be died, 
Righteous ſince He liv'd for me. 


The Text lately quoted from T/aiah, is Part of a 
Paragraph eminent for its Dignity and Uſefulneſs. 
We then conſidered a Fragment of it in a critical 
View; let us now examine the whole of it with a 
devotional Spirit. Thus examined, I truſt it will be 


See p. 56. of Hymns and Spiritual Songs. Anonymous indeed, 
but univerſally aſcribed to Mr. Veſſey. In theſe excellent Lines, 
how ſtrongly marked are the Sentiments of the Goſpel! Our Offences 
ſo fully imputed to CHRIST, as to be accounted His. His Righ- 
teouſneſs ſo fully imputed to us, as to be accounted Ours. In Him 
we are complete, becauſe his . moſt obedient Life, and his all-atoning 
Death are ours. We are guiltleſs, not through our Repentance, or 
Reformation, but becauſe he has died for us. We are righteous, 
not on Account of any Graces or Attainments of our own, but be- 
cauſe he has lived for us. To theſe Truths I moſt cordially ſubſcribe. 
This is that good old Wine that once made Mr. Weſley's Heart glad. 
He has finee taſted new; but I hope he will be brought to _ TM 
« old is better.“ 


M 2 no 
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no longer a dry Bone, but a Feaſt of fat Things full of 


"Marrow. Permit me to propoſe a correct Tranſlation 
of the Original; to add a ſhort Illuſtration of the Mean- 
ing, and then take my Leave for the preſent. 

Look unto me and be ſaved all the Ends of the Earth, 


For I am GOD, and there is none elſe *. By myſelf 
have I fworn, the Word of F Righteouſueſs goeth out if 
my Mouth, the Word ſhall not return. To me every Knee 


foall bow, and every Tongue ſhall ftoear , ſaying ſurelys 
in the LORD have J Righteouſneſs | and Strength. To 


* None elſ.— v PR exactly rendered, ſignifies there is nat 2 
Not any * nor any Thing. No Perſe able to lend an helping 
Hand. No Thing capable of yielding the leaſt Aſſiſtance. 

+ The We of Righteouſneſs, dan np I apprehend is equivalent 
to St. Paul's Nuyos Aixzioovrrs, and ſignifies, if not the whole Goſpel, 
that precious Doctrine, which is the Goſpel in Epitome. For the 
Vindication of this Verſion, fee Vitrin ga in loc. 

t Shall fabear. Our Tranſlation ſeems to diſcontinue the divine 


Speech here: which weakens the Force and diminiſhes the Dignity | 


of the Paſſage. I apprehend JEHOVAH is ſtill ſpeaking, and in 
the following Words, preſcribes the Form of the Confeflion, or 
dictates the Words of the Oath, in which Sinners ſhall teſtify their 
Allegiance—even the Allegiance of Faith. Agreeably to this Sup- 
poſition, I would tranſlate the Word nx ſaying. It will then 
denote not ene, or a few, but every Tongue mentioned in the fore- 
going Verſe. pw Iam aware is of the feminine Gender, but every 
Reader knows how often the Hebrews neglect the Nicety of gramma- 
tical Conſtruction, and every Reader ſees that the Idea of wn or of 
a Perſon, is comprehended in the Word Tongue. 
$ The Prophet's 18 rely, is ſomething like the Apoſtle's aa 
pry, yea, doubtleſs, Phil. iii. 8. The HOLY GHOST teaches 
Believers to ſpeak with Vehemence upon this Point, to ſignify their 
ſtedfaſt and reſolute Affiance in the glorious REDEEMER, together 
with the mighty and matchleſs Importance of this Faith. I have 
taken in this Idea becauſe it is ſuggeſted by the Engliſb Tranſlation, 
— I prefer the excl»//ve Senſe only: as implying an abſolute and 
total Renunciation of every other Confidence. 
| Righteouſneſs. This is the preciſe Signification of mp Te which 
being in the plural Number, ſe-ms to denote Completeneſs, A Righ- 
teouſneſs, perfect, entire, and lacking nothing. Having every 
Thing neceſlary for our Pardon, our Acceptance, our everlaſting 


Juſtifcation. 
Hin 
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Him ſhall Men come, and all that are offended in Him, 
hall be aſhamed. In the LORD /hall all the Seed of 
fal be juſtified, and in Him ſhall they glory. 

Here the SON of GOD preſents himſelf in all the 
Glories of His Perſon, and all the Riches of His Grace. 
Preſents Himſelf, as the Object of Faith, and the 
Author of Salvation. To be received by Sinners, with- 
out any recommending Qualities, or any Pre-eminence 
of one above another. But hear his gracious Words. 

Look unto me, wretched ruined Tranſgreſſors, as the 
wounded {ſraelites looked unto the brazen Serpent. 
Look unto me dying on the Croſs as your Victim, and 
obeying the Law as your Surety.—Not by doing, but 
by looking and believing; not by your own Deeds, but 
by my Works, and my Sufferings, be ye ſaved. This 
is the myſterious but certain Way of Salvation. Thus 
ſhall ye be delivered from Guilt, reſcued from Hell, 
and reconciled to GOD. Who are invited to partake 
of this ineſtimable Benefit? All the Ends of the Earth. 
People of every Nation under Heaven ; of every Sta- 
tion in Life; of every Condition and eyery n 
not excepting the chiefeſt of Sinners. | 

Is it poſſible that the Obedience of one, ſhould ſave in- 
numerable Millions ? It is not only poſſible but indu- 
bitable. For JI am GOD infinite in Dignity and Power; 
therefore all-ſufficient, yea omnipotent to ſave, To 
fave all that come unto me; be the Multitudes ever fo 
great, or their Caſes ever fo deſperate.—(Is nothing to 
be done by Tranſgreſſors themſelves? Are no Condi- 
tions to be fulfilled on their Part?) None—zbere is 
nought beſide me. No Perſon can take any Share in this 
great Tranſaction. Nothing can in the leaſt Degree 
co-operate with my Merits. Should you add to m 
Obedience and Death, all that Saints have performed, 
and Martyrs have endured, it would be like adding a 
Grain to the Sands of the Ocean, or a Moment to the 
Days of Eternity. 
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| Such is my compaſſionate Invitation, and this my 
inviolable Decree. 7 have not only ſpoken, but ſworn; 
ſworn by myſelf and all my incomprehenſible Excellen- 


cies. The Word of Righteouſneſs, that which relates to 


the grandeſt of all Subjects, and moſt important of all 
intereſts, is planned, adjuſted, and unalterably deter- 


mined. Now, even now it goes out of my Mouth, is de. 
clared with the utmoſt Solemnity, and eſtabliſhed by 


Veracity itſelf. The Word ſhall not return, either to 
be repealed by me, or fruſtrated by any other, —What 
is the Decree confirmed by this moſt awful Oath ? 
We are all Attention to hear it. To me every Knee 
ſhall bow. Every Soul of Man, who deſires to inherit 
eternal Life, ſhall ſubmit to my Righteouſneſs, and as 
an unworthy Creature, as an obnoxious Criminal, obtain 
the Bleſſing wholly through my Atonement.—To me 
every Tongue ſhall ſcboear. Be Man's ſuppoſed Virtues 
ever ſo various, or ever ſo ſplendid, all ſhall be dif- 
claimed, and my Worthineſs alone ſhall ſtand. Re- 


nouncing every other Truſt, they ſhall repoſe the Con- 


fidence of their Souls on me alone, and make public 
Confeſſion of this their Faith before the whole World. 
—But we, O LORD, are ignorant, we cannot order 
our Speech by reaſon of Darkneſs. — This then ſhall 
be the Form of your Oath, ſuch the Tenour of your 
Confeſſion. 

Surely—lIt is a moſt wonderful, yet a moſt faithſul 
Saying, extremely comfortable and equally certain. 
Onh—not in myſelf, not in a poor frail Creature, but 
in the incarnate JEHOVAH alone, in his divinely ex- 
cellent Deeds, and unutterably meritorious Sufferings, 
FT have Righteouſneſs, a Righteouſneſs without Spot, 
without Defect, and in all Reſpects conſummate: Such 
as fatisfies every Requirement of the Law, and mot 
thoroughly expiates all my Iniquities. Such as renders 
me completely accepted before my Judge, and intitles 

me 
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me to everlaſting Life. From the joyful Knowledge, 


the perſonal Appropriation, and the perpetual Improve- 
ment of this ineſtimable Privilege, I have Strength for 
my Sanctification. Now do I indeed delight myſelf in 
the LORD, who perfectly reconciled, and infinitely 
gracious, has done ſo great Things for me. Now do 


| I cordially love my Neighbour, and being ſo happy 
myſelf, unfeigned!y long for his eternal Happineſs, that 


he may be a partaker with me of this great Salvation. 


To this Sovereign Decree, the Prophet ſets, as it 
were, his Seal, br elſe, in a Tranſport of Joy, he fore- 
tells the Accompliſhment of it. Yes, my Brethren, 70 
Him, even to this gracious REDEEMER fhall Men 
come. I ſee them flying as Clouds for Multitude, as 
Doves for Speed. They believe the Report of his 
Goſpel, and receive of his Fulneſs..—W hereas, all they 
that are offended in Him, that cannot away with his 
Doctrine, which pours Contempt upon all human Ex- 


| cellency, and will allow no Righteouſneſs to avail but that 


which 1s divine ; who refuſe to come unto Him, poor, 
and miſerable, and ſtript of every Recommendation; 
all they ſhall be aſhamed. The Fig-Leaves of their own: 
Duties, or their own Endowments, ſhall neither adorn 
them for Glory, nor ſcreen them from Wrath—but 
ſhall abandon them to Vengeance, and cover them with 
double Confuſion. While on the -other Hand, all the 
Seed of Tſrael, every true Believer ſhall be juſtified in 
the LORD. Againſt theſe Perſons no Accuſation ſhall 
be valid: No Condemnation ſhall take Place: So mag- 
nificent is the Majeſty, ſo ſurpaſſingly efficacious are 
the Merits of their SAVIOUR, that in him they ſhall 
not only confide, But glory; not only be ſafe, but tri- 
umphant; cloathed with His incomparable Righteouſ- 
neſs, they ſhall challenge every Adverlary, and defy 
every Danger, 
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To this Portion of Scripture I haye led back your 
Thoughts, that I might not cloſe with any diſguſting | 


Sentiments, but might leave a ſweet Savour on your 
Mind, on the Reader's Mind, and on the Mind of 


Rev. Sir, 
Your's, &c, 


LETTER III. 


The Characteriſtic of the Goſpel —Sati ofa on for $12 ro- 
quired —Chrift obtained abſolute Salvation. The Knows 


ledge of Chriſt— Aqceptance with God Obedience. 


Rev. Sis, 


ET me, now, reſume my Obſervations on your 


Epiſtle. Which I do, not for the Sake of diſ- 
puting, but for the Cauſe of Truth. 

The Goſpel contains many ſublime and glorious 
Truths. But there is one, which, beyond all | others, 
characterizes its Nature, its Import, and Defign. Which 
makes it moſt eminently to differ from every other Form 
of Religion, profeſſed or known in the World. I 
mean the Doctrine of free Fuftification, through the 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. This is to the Religion 
of FESUS, what the particular Features and Turns of 
Countenance are to each individual Perſon. 


J have ſometimes amuſed myſelf, with ſtanding by 


a Painter, and obſerving him at his Work. — I 
have been ſurpriſed to ſee, how much a very little 
Stroke would alter the Aſpe& of his Draught! would 
turn the gay. into.a melancholy, or the compoſed into 


a frantic Countenance. Several of Mr. Wefley's Touches 


are to Appearance ſmall; but, I fear, they will be 
found 


1 


fe 
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found to disfigure more than a little the heavenly Pour- 
trait; and give a new, not the native, Air to the Truth 
as it is in RSI. But I proceed; my Buſineſs being 
to prove, not to blame. 


Sinners who betake themſelves to the all- ſufficient 


SAVIOUR for Redemption, are fully accepted by 
GOD, for his beloved SON's Sake. This is Juſti- 
fication through imputed Righteouſneſs, ſays Aſpaſio. 

—* That remains to be proved, anſwers Mr. We ley. 
I think it is pretty largely, and I would hope, it is 
ſatisfactorily proved, through the whole Book. —Nay, 
I find Mr. Weſley himſelf ere long acknowledging, that, 
« as to the Doctrine, we are agreed.” Either therefore 
you have received the Proof, which you demand; or 
elſe you can ſubmit without Conviction, and agree 


| without Cauſe of Agreement.—Not to take Advantage 


of ſuch Slips, I would rather enlarge upon what may be 
uſeful. 

I would aſk Mr. 77 efley; in what other Way Sinners 
can be juſtified or accepted, ſave only through im- 
puted Righteouſneſs ?—Through their own good Deeds, 
and holy Tempers? This ſuppoſes the Fruits to be good, 
while the Tree 1s corrupt; and would make Salvation 


to be of Works, not of Grace.—Through their own 
Faith, ſtanding in the Law? Then they are juſtified 


before a perfect GOD, by an imperfect Endowment ; 


and Life eternal is obtained, by the Exerciſes of their 
own Mind, not by the Merits of FESUS CHRIST.—' 


Are they juſtified without any Righteouſneſs, either 
wrought by themſelves, or received * from another? 
This is an unworthy Thought; this were an unſuffer- 
able Practice ; JEHOVAH himſelf being Judge. He 
that INTE the Wicked is an Abomination f. | 


Say 
0. nauCareſl, 7. hey who receive the Gi ift * Righteouſneſs. Rom. 


v.17; 
+ Prog. xvii. 15. This is an invariable Maxim. It is that Word 


of GOD, which endureth for ever. Yet it is no Objection to 57 


. 
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Say not; GOD is a free Agent, and not bound to 
obſerve his own Law. Say rather ; The Rule of Righ- 
teouſneſs revealed in the Law, is his moſt ſtedfaſt Will; 


unchangeable as his Nature. Conſider alſo; What this 


Law requires. A Satisfaction for Sin, not defective, 
but completely ſufficient; a Performance of the Com- 
mand, not fincere only, but abſolutely perfect. Will 
GOD, in juſtifying a Sinner, diſregard, contradict, 
overthrow his own Law? In no wiſe. Since then it 
inſiſts upon, what no Mortal can yield, muſt not all 
'Fleſh periſh for ever? 

This would be the unavoidable Conſequence, if Mat- 
ters reſted upon human Abilities. But here the bleſſed 
Goſpel comes to our Relief. Shewing us, that GOD, 
in his immenſe Mercy, and unſearchable Wiſdom, has 
found out a Way, at once to fatisfy the unalterable 
Law, and fave inſolvent Man, To juſtify even the chief 
of Sinners; yet without the leaſt Violation of Juſtice, 
Truth, or Holineſs. —W hat is this Way? His own SON 
accompliſhes the great Work. How? By relaxing the 
Precepts of the Law, that we may perform them ? By 
diſannulling the Sentence of the Law, that we may 
_ eſcape it? Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, before 
any ſuch diſhonourable Expedient takes Place. On the 


contrary; He gives Satisfaction to the Sentence, by 


ſuffering the tremendous Puniſhment denounced; and 
He fulfils the Precept, by yielding the ſinleſs Obedience 
required. Becauſe this was to be finiſhed in the Nature, 
which had tranſgreſſed, therefore He was made Man. 
Becauſe this was to be truly, or rather infinitely meri- 


Method of juſtifying the Ungodly. Becauſe, He firſt imputes his 
SON's Righteouſneſs unto them: Thereby renders them truly and 
perfectly righteous : Then pronounces them ſuch ; and as ſuch, re- 
ceives them to Pardon, to Favour, and eternal Life Does not the 
Text, thus conſidered, afford an inconteſtable Argyment for the 
Neceſſity of an imputed Ri PINT ? | | 
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torious, therefore the Man was one Perſon with the 
GODHEAD, 

Still it may be enquired; How the Obedience of 
Another can relieve my Diſtreſs? How indeed? But by 
GOD's transferring my Guilt to Him, and imputing his 
Obedience to me, By this Method, the Thing is clearly 
and completely effected. In this Method, I ſee a Pro- 
priety and an Efficacy, that filence my. Doubts, and 
comfort my Heart. Accordingly, it is written, in the 
Scriptures; GOD was in CHRIST recenciling the World 
unto Himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them. 
GOD; the Work was too arduous, to be performed by 
a created Agent, Therefore GOD himſelf was in 
CHRIST. None leſs than the Almighty LORD could 
execute the Buſineſs. But if HE undertake it, how 
ſucceſsfully muſt it be carried on, and how glorioufly 
finiſhed !—Reconciiing the World; not ſetting poor 
Tranſgreſſors to reconcile themſelves, but Himſelf con- 
triving all, providing all, doing and ſuffering all, that 
was needful for this great Purpoſe. Being Himſelf the 
Creditor, the Sponſor, and Payer of the Debt. How 
was all this brought to paſs? By not imputing our Treſ- 
paſſes unto Us; but taking them all upon Himſelf; 
bearing them all, in his own Body, upon the Tree; and 


ſuſtaining the Vengeance, due to all our Crimes.—Thus 


was the HOLY ONE and the Juſt made Sin for Us; that 
We, ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, might, in the very ſame 
Manner, be made the Righteouſneſs of GOD in Him. 
The former could be only by Imputation; and ſo _ 
can be the latter. 

If Men talk of being accepted for CHRIST"s Sake, 
yet reject the Imputation of Righteouſneſs, they muſt 
have very inadequate Notions, concerning the Relation 
which CHRIST bears to his People, and the Nature of 
his mediatorial Undertaking.—Does this ſeem obſcure ? 
[ explain mylelf, —A Perſon may conduct himſelf ſo 

| honourably 
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honourably and excellently, as, on Account of his worthy 
Deeds, to obtain Favour in behalf of another. Abt 


this, without being his Surety, or any Thing like his | 


proper Righteouſneſs. Witneſs the famous Inſtance of 
the two Brothers, Amyntas and Aſchylus. The former, 
was a gallant Hero; who expoſed his Life, and loſt his 
Arm, in the Defence of his Country. The latter, was 
an abandoned and infamous Profligate; whoſe Crimes 
had brought him to the Bar of public Juſtice. The 
Hero, on the Day of Trial, appeared as an Advocate 
for his Brother. He ſpoke nothing, but only lifted up 
to View the maimed and diſmembered Arm. This 
filent Oratory ſtruck the Aſſembly; and pleaded fo 
powerfully, that the Criminal was unanimouſly acquit. 
ted. —Here was an Acquittal of one, in Conſideration 
of the Merits of another. But then the obnoxious Party 
had no ſpecial Intereſt in thoſe Merits. They were not 
acquired or exerciſed, with a particular Reference to his 
Good. He could not ſay, They are mine. Neither 
did they make him, in any Degree, or in any Senſe, 
_ righteous. —W hereas, the Reverſe of all this is true, 
with regard to FESUS CHRIST, and juſtified Sinners. 
This you and I, Sir, have afferted. Let us never re- 
tract the good Confeſſion. But, as it is the Truth of 
the Goſpel, let us ſtill and for ever ſay, 


In HIM complete ve ſhine. 
Becauſe | 
Ours is Righteouſneſs divine. 

Theron, ſpeaking of the Terms inherent and imputed, 
calls them nice Diſtinctions and metaphyſical Subtilties. 
Mr. Weſley makes Aſpafio apply the depreciating Remark 
to the active and paſſive Righreouſneſs of CHRIST. 
Whereas, he ſays no ſuch Thing. He means no ſuch 
Thing. He is treating of a Subject totally different. 


And was he to maintain ſuch a Sentiment, every one 
muſt 


LY 
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muſt obſerve, it would entirely overthrow his whole 


Scheme. 1 
« You oblige us to make uſe of metaphyſical Subtil- 


« ties by confounding thoſe very different Ideas, that is, 
_« CHRIST's active and paſſive Righteouſneſs.” —T 


could hardly believe my Eyes, for ſome Time; though 
both of them atteſted, that this was produced as a Quo- 
tation from pag. 202, 203. In which Pages, and for a 
conſiderable Space, before and after, the Subject of 
Debate 1s the Difference between inherent and imputed 
Righteouſneſs. —I was, I own, quite vexed, to ſee A 
paſio ſo mal-treated; his Diſcourſe ſo miſrepreſented; 
and ſo little Regard paid to literary Juſtice. And glad 
I am, that I did not give Vent to my Thoughts, juſt at 
that Inſtant. I might have been too warm, and not have 
ſpared the Rod. But upon cooller Conſideration, I 
began to recover, and the Preſcription of Horace was of 
Service, | | 
Amara lento temperat Riſu. 


I began to call your Conduct, not Artifice or Slight of 
Hand, but Incogitancy or Thought miſapplied. As 
you had been thinking ſo long upon the other Topic, it 
dwelt upon your Imagination; kept this from your At- 
tention; and led you both to miſtake and to miſcall 
Things. Like a certain Preacher, who having loſt his 
Fortune in the Bubbles of the Year 19, and having 
Occaſion to mention the Deliverance of the Maelites 
from Egypt, told his Audience, That Pharaoh and his 
Hoſt, were all drowned in the South Sea—Poor Man! 
He meant the red Sea. | 

Mr. Weęſley proceeds: © We do not confound the 
active and paſſive Righteouſneſs.” Does Appaſio. 
Sir? He that conſiders them particularly and diſtinctly? 
He that examines each with a critical and minute Exact- 
neſs?” If this be to confound, Order and Confuſion have 
changed their Nature. 

LE IE ce Neither 
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ce Neither do we ſeparate them.” It is ſomewhat 
difficult to underſtand, what you mean by ſeparating the 
active and paſſive Righteouſneſs of our LORD.—Sepa- 
rating them, as to their Influence? Then you muſt be 
ſenſible, this is never done by Aſpaſio. You cannot but 
know, that he diſclaims ſuch a Refinement. He pro- 
reſts againſt ſuch a Practice, — Do you mean, treating 
them as Things really diſtinct, though always uniting 
their Agency? Then I am at a Loſs to reconcile Mr. 
Feſley with himſelf. For in the very next Paragraph, 
he thus expreſſes himſelf. © Through the Merits of his 
« Life and Death, every Believer is juſtified.” Are 
not the Merits of his Life here diſtinguiſhed from the 
Merits of his Death? Does not the former Expreſſion 
denote his active, the latter his paſſive Obedience? Or 
would you be underſtood to mean? * Through the 
« Merits of his Life, which are nothing elſe but the 
_ « Merits of his Death,” If you would not ſpeak in this 
Manner, ſo unworthy of your better Judgment, you do 
the very Thing which you blame.— This is done ſtil 
more apparently, in one of your Hymns. Where we 
ſee, not only a Separation, but a diſtin& Uſe and Ap- 
plication of the ſeparated Subjects. 


Grant this, O LORD ; for thou haſt dy'd, 
That I might be forgiven: 

Thou haſt the Ri ghreouſneſs ſupply'd, 
For which I merit Heaven. 


T could eafily excuſe Mr. J/eſley, for being a little 
inconſiſtent with himſelf; did he not alſo venture to con- 
front the Apoſtle, by the following Aſſertion. © Neither 
« have we any Authority from Scripture, for either 
ce thinking or ſpeaking of one ſeparate from the other.” 
Does not St. Paul, in one Paſſage, ſpeak of the Obe- 
dience? In another, of the Death of CHRIST? Does he 
not, in one Place, enlarge upon the Righteouſneſs? 


In another upon the Blood of CHRIST? If ſo, we have 
2 
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an Authority from Scripture, we have the Example of 
the chiefeſt Apoſtle, for this Way of thinking and 


ſpeaking. 
We have alſo a concurrent 1 eſtimony from the Ge- 


nius and Import of the original Language. Do not 


vraxon and Jixaioourn ſignify ſomewhat different from 
ais and bas? Are there any approved Writers, who 
uſe theſe Words promiſcuouſly ? as ſo many ſynonimous 


and convertible Terms? If not, the Voice of Grammar 
will vindicate the Propricty of our Conduct, while we 


afſign a ſeparate Diſcourſe to each Subject, and exhibit 
them ſeverally in the moſt diſtinct View. 

Are not Light and Heat always united in the Sun? Is 
the Naturaliſt to blame, who conſiders them diſtinctly; 
and examines each Property, in a ſeparate Treatiſe? 
You would commend this Practice in the Philoſopher, 
as the Way to enter thoroughly into the Knowledge of 
his Subject. And why ſhould you explode or cenſure it, 
in the Chriſtian Divine ? Are not theological Truths as 
worthy of a circumſtantial and accurate Inveſtigation, as 
philoſophical? Will they not as amply reward our 
Diligence, and yield as rich Advantage to the ſerious 
Enquirer? . 

The Righteouſneſs which juſtifies Sinners, is already 
wrought out, ſays Aſpaſio—< A crude, unſcriptural 
© Expreſſion,” replies Mr. Je/ey. It may be ſo. But 
if the Expreſſion is plain and true, I will fit down con- 
tent. This however, you will allow me to obſerve; that 
it is no new one, and is not far from ſcriptural. Work- 
4% Righteouſneſs, you know, is a ſcriptural Phraſe. 
Does the Word out ſpoil it, or the Word already? I 
ſuppoſe, the latter may be moſt offenſive. Yet you 
ſpeak, in this very Paragraph, of being “ juſtified by 
« the Merits of CHRIST"s Life and Death.” Are not 
theſe Matters already tranſacted? Is not the Merit of 
them W N * Or can any Language expreſs 
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theſe Things more clearly, and affirm them more 
ſtrongly, than thoſe emphatical Words in one of your 
own Hymns? 


Tet us for this Faith contend, 

Sure Salvation is its End: 

Heav'n already is begun, 
Everlaſting Life is won. 


Pardon me then, Sir, if I ſtill ſuſpect, that the Doc- 


trine and its Conſequences, rather than the Expreſſion 


and its Crudity, awaken your Jealouſy. If this Doctrine 


be admitted, if the juſtifying Righteouſneſs be already 
wrought, it muſt abſolutely overturn all your Pre-requi- 
fites, Qualifications, and Conditions; Conditions of 
Repentance, Obedience, and I know not what beſides, 
We mult ſay to every one of them, as Jehu ſaid to the 
Meſſengers of Joram: What haſt thou to do with the 
grand Article of Juſtification? Get thee behind me. Could 
they be fulfilled, they would come a Day too late ; like 
the Sickle, when the Harveſt is reaped. Could they be 
fulfilled in all their imaginary Dignity, they would, in 
this Relation, be needleſs; like a Propoſal for aug- 
menting the Splendour of the Sun. 


„ The Righteouſneſs, which juſtifies ſinful Man, 5 


cc ſet on Foot, when GOD ſent forth his SON, from the 
« Habitation of his Holineſs and Glory, to be born of a 
c Woman, and made ſubject to the Law.—It was 
ce carried on, through the whole Courſe of our SAVI- 
«© OUR's Life; in which He always did ſuch Things, 
ce as were pleaſing to his heavenly FATHER.—lIt was 
ce completed, at that ever memorable, that grand Period, 


« when the bleſſed IMMANUEL bowed his dying 


e Head; and cried, with a ſtrong triumphant Voice, 


«IL 1 F INISHED. Upon this Extract from Aſpa- 
fio's Diſcourſe, Mr. Fefley exclaims, O vain Philo- 
« ſophy !”'—Philoſophy ! This Philoſophy, Sir! Never 
| did I hear, all this Moment, ſuch Doctrines aſcribed to 
Philoſophy. 


Philoſophy. But this J have heard and this I believe; 
that the World, even the learned and philoſophic World, 
by their boaſted Wiſdom knew not GOD; nor GOD's 
Method of Salvation, by the Sufferings of an innocent, 
and the Obedience of a divine Perſon. hes Philoſophy 
prejudiced them againſt it; puffed them up with a vain 
Conceit of their own Sufficiency; and ſet them at the 
greateſt Diſtance from ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs 
of GOD. | 

I with, Sir, you would ſhew me, in which of the Phi- 
loſophers I might find theſe ſacred Sentiments; or a 
Grain, or a Spice, or a Savour of them. I have, for a 
conſiderable Time, laid aſide my Plato, and have no 
more Inclination to turn over my Seneca; becauſe I can 
ke nothing like this divinely precious Truth, adorning 
and enriching their Pages. But if you will diſcover this 
golden Vein in their Works, I will immediately renew 

my Acquaintance with them; and will do the Philoſo- 
phers a Piece of Juſtice, which Mr. Waeſley denies them. 
I will not call their Philoſophy vain, but the Wiſdom of 
GOD, and the Power of GOD.—A Righteouſneſs 
wrought out, and a Redemption obtained for us! The 
former divine! The latter eternal! Theſe, rightly 
underſtood, make us beyond all the Treaſures of Lite- 
rature, wiſe. Theſe, habitually enjoyed, will, more 
effectually than all the Delineations of Morality or Ex- 
hortations to Virtue, render us hey. 


A divine Righteouſneſs (pardon me for dwelling on 


my favourite Topic) already wrought! A great Re- 
demption perfectly finiſhed ! And this by the Abaſe- 


ment, the Ignominy, the Indignities; by the Cries, the 


Agonies, the Blood of our SAVIOUR. Yea, of our 
GOD, in Faſhion as a Man; in the Form of a Servant, 
a Slave, an execrable Male factor. What, like this, did 
a thouſand Philoſophers teach? What, like this, do a 
thouſand of their Volumes contain ? To ſtab our Pride ; 
Vol. IV. N _ 
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to tame our Fury; and to quench our Luſt? To kindle 
our Benevolence; to inflame our Devotion; to make us, 
in a Word, wiſe unto Salvation? 

« The plain Truth is, CHRIST lived and taſted 
et Death for every Man.” To be ſure then, ſince eve 
Man is not faved by Him, He lived and died only to 
make their Salvation poſſible.” —From this and other 
Hints, I gueſs your Opinion to be, that CHRIST, by 
his Life and Death, obtained only a Poſſibility of Salva- 
tion. [Which Salvation 1s to become our own, upon 
performing Terms and Conditions, bringing with us 
Pre- requiſites and Qualifications. ]J—If I miſtake you, 
Sir, in this Caſe, you have nothing more to do, than 
ſimply to deny my Suppoſition. This exculpates you 
at once. I ſhall rejoice to hear you ſay; As CHRIST 
« made us, and not we ourſelves ; in like Manner He 
ce faves us, and not we ourſelves. No human -Endow- 
cc ments, no human Performances, but CHRIST alone 
« is the Author of eternal Salvation.” 

Should you reply, true—CHRIST is the Author of 
eternal Salvation, but to 7hoſe only who obey Him.—| 
muſt then aſk; What Obedience CHRIST requires? 
The Law ſays, © Do, and live.” CHRIST the End of 
the Law, ſays; © Believe in ME, and live. Be verily 
ce perſuaded, that I am ſufficient for thy Salvation, 
ce without any Working of thine at all. Is not the SON, 
ce the SON of the molt high GOD, given, unto thee in 
ce the divine Record? Be ſatisfied with his Doing and 
c Suffering, without wiſhing for, or thinking of, any 
« Thing more, to procure thy final Acceptance? — 
Let no one account lightly of this Obedience. It is the 
Obedience of Faith. The Obedience ſuited to the 
Name FESUS. Obedience to the firſt and great Com- 
mand of the Goſpel. Beyond all other Expedients, it 
excludes Boafting ; and, at the ſame Time, produces 
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that genuine Love, that filial Fear, which the Law of 


Works requires in vain. 

Only to make a Thing poſſible, ob: to effect it, are 
widely different, When our King fits out a. Fleet, and 
gives his Admiral a Commiſſion, to harraſs the French 
Coaſts, and deſtroy the French Shipping, he makes the 
Thing poſſible. But to carry, the Deſign into Executi- 
on; to accompliſh the Enterprize, now become practi- 
cable; is a far more arduous Taſk, and a far more ho- 
nourable Atchievement. How ſtrangely do thoſe - 
Writers derogate from the Dignity and Glory of the 
REDEEMER ; who would aſcribe to Him, what cor- 
reſponds with the former ; and attribute to Man, what 
bears a Reſemblance to the latter! 

If CHRIST only made our Salvation poſſible, then 
we are to execute the Plan. We are to face the Enemy, 
to ſuſtain the Charge, and ſilence the Battery: We are 
to climb the Steep, to enter the Breach, and bring off 


the Standards. And fo, in all Reaſon, the Honour and 
| Praiſe muſt be our own.—W hereas, the Goſpel gives all 


the Honour to the Captain of our Salvation. He bore 
the Heat and Burthen of the dreadful Day. He made 
Reconciliation for Iniquity, and brought in everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs. So that all our officious Attempts, like 
a Pinnace arriving after- the Victory, ſhould "Ig told, Ir 
is finiſhed ; the great Salvation is already wrought. And 
inſtead of being diſſatisfied or diſappointed, methinks, 
we ſhould rejoice, unfeignedly rejoice, in the Accom- 
pliſhmentof the glorious Work. 

If it ſhould occur to the Reader's Mind, that the 
Chriſtian Life is repreſented as a Warfare ; and that we 
ourſelves are commanded to fight, though under the 


Banner of our Divine Leader; to this Doubt I would 


anfwer—The Canaanite is ſtill in the Land; and we fight, 

not to gain the Country, but only to ſubdue the Rebels. 
«© Whoever perverts ſo glorious a Doctrine, ſhews he 

© never believed. This may be the Subſtance of 
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what Aſpaſio maintains; though not repreſented ſo fully 
or ſo clearly, as he has expreſſed himſelf, However, 
fuch a ſmall Wrong we will readily excuſe. It was done 
with no ſiniſter Intention, but for the Sake of Brevity, 
- To this Poſition Mr. Waſtey replies; © Not fo.” 
That 1s; they did really and truly believe. But after 
their Belief, they apoſtatized, and fell from the Faith, 
They were, ſome Time, the Members of CHRIST, 
and Temples of the HOLY GHOST; but, quickly 
ſevered from their divine Head, they became the Slaves 
of the Devil, and Brands for the everlaſting Burning, 
Their Names were, indeed, written in Heaven. But 
it ſeems, the heavenly Records were lefs faithful than 
the Pariſh Regiſter. They were quickly eraſed, and 
their Place in the Book of Life knew them no more. 
Or thus—They did as really and truly believe, as 
thoſe who are now in the Manſions of Glory. But, after 
their true Knowledge of the Name of the LORD JESUS; 
after their full Conviction of his Sufficiency and Faith- 
fulneſs for their Salvation; even ſuch as inclined and 
enabled them, to put their Truſt in Him alone, for theit 
Acceptance with GOD; they were diſappointed, 
Though CHRIST called them his Sheep, as thus hearing 
bis Voice; yet He did not give unto them eternal Life, 
according to his Promiſe. But ſuffered Satan to pluck 
them out of his Hand. | | 
Theſe Sentiments have no very. probable, much leſs 
have they a pleaſing or recommending Aſpect. Let us 
enquire, whether they comport with St. John's Deter- 
mination of the Caſe. Speaking of ſuch -Backfliders, 
he ſays, They went out from us, but they were not of us. 
Mr. Weſley, to be conſiſtent with himſelf, ſhould ſay on 
this Occaſion; © Not ſo; they were of you, but they 
« fell away from you. -The Apoſtle proceeds; For, 
if they had been of us, no doubt, they would have continued 
withus, Had they been really converted, they 3 
| | N nio 
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moſt undoubtedly have continued in our Doctrine and 
Fellowſhip. Their Revolt from our Doctrine, is a ma- 
nifeſt Proof, that they never truly received it, nor with 
their Heart believed it. Their Departure from our 
Fellowſhip, is an evident Indication, that they were, not- 
withſtanding all their Profeſſions, ſtill carnal, and never 
renewed by Grace. 

Mr. Weſley produces a Text from St. Peter, with a 
View to ſupport his Objection. They who turn back as 
a Dog to his Vomit, had once eſcaped the Pellutions of the 


Morld, through the Knowledge of CHRIST. Here and 


elſewhere I perceive the Cannon roar, but without feeling 
the Ball. Before this Piece of ſacred Artillery can be 
brought to bear upon us, it will be neceſſary to prove, 
that the Knowledge of CHRIST, or even believing in 
CHRIST, always ſignifies true Faith. In ſome Places 
it certainly does. In other Places, it ſignifies no ſuch 


Thing. Though have all Knowleage, ſays the Apoſtle; 


yet even with this ſpecious Endowment I may be nothing, 


There is a Knowledge, ſays the ſame Author; which, 


inſtead of edifying, or eſtabliſhing the Soul in Godlineſs, 
puffeth up with Pride. We are likewiſe, aſſured, that 
Simon the Sorcerer, though in the Gall of Bitterneſs and 
in the Bond of Iniquity, yet had Knowledge of the Things, 
which concerned the Kingdom of GOD, and the Name of 


JESUS CHRIST; nay, that. Ye also believed, yet had 


neither Lot nor Portion in the ineſtimable Blefling, 

Let us attend to the Apoſtle's Manner, and we ſhall 
be led to put the tame Interpretation upon the Phraſe, 
as it is uſed in the Paſſage before us.—Theſe People 
are not deſcribed, like the true Behevers, to whom he 
addreſſes the Epiſtle. Here is no mention of their 
being Partakers of u divine Nature ; of being born again 
by the incorruptible Seed; or of having their Souls purified 


4 the SPIRIT. They are only ſaid to have eſcaped the 
dons the wal Againz the Word expeſive 
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of theſe Pollutions is p1copate, which denotes the groſſeſt 
Exceſſes, and moſt ſcandalous Iniquities. Conſequently, 
their abſtaining from ſuch Abominations, -implies no 
more than what is called a negative Goodneſs, or a mere 
external Reformation. Their Luſts had been reſtrained 
only, not ſubdued. Therefore the unhappy Wretches 
were eaſily overcome by their old Corruptions.—It is 
farther obſervable, that St. Peter never conſiders theſe 
Perſons as new Creatures. He calls them by no other 
Name, than the Dog and the Sow. Such they were, at 
firſt; no better, under all their Profeſſion of Chriſtianity; 
and no other, even in their fouleſt Relapſes. When 
they returned again to their Vomut, or their filthy Prac- 
tices, they returned to their s. 

There is, then, a Knowledge of CHRIST, which is 
only ſuperficial and notional; floats idly on the Under. 
ſtanding, but neither penetrates, nor ſanctifies the 
Heart, There is alſo a Knowledge of CHRIST, which 
is wrought by the SPIRIT, and engrafted into the Soul; 
which receives the Gift of Righteouſneſs, and brings 
Juſtification into the Conſcience, The Comfort and 
Joy of which, morrtify the Love of Sin, and produce the 
Life of Holineſs, This Knowledge, Sir, may you and 
T teach; in this Knowledge may our Hearers and Readers 
abound; and may the divine Power give us, by Means 
of this Knowledge, all Things pertaining to Life and 

Godlineſs! | 
be Goodneſs of GOD leadeth to Repentance. —* This 
<. 1s unqueſtionably true, ſays Mr, Węſley. But the 
* nice metaphyfical Doctrine of imputed Righteouſneſs" 
Should you not rather have ſaid, The nice metaphy- 
fical Phraſe? Since, as to the Doctrine, we are, accord: 
ing to your own Confeſſion, agreed, . Bound therefore, 
each of us, equally bound to clear it of the Conſequences, 
with which it may be charged, by the Author of the 
Preſervative, or by any other Objector.— And as . 
: e 
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ft MW tc Phraſe, I cannot underſtand, by what Authority Mr. 
7 Weſley calls it metaphyſical. Theron, it is true, uſes the 
0 Word, and applies it to the preſent Subject. But does 


re not Mr. Weſley know, that Theron often perſonates an 
d Enemy, and ſpeaks the Language of Unbelief?—Be 
es pleaſed, Sir, to explain your Term; and ſhew, in what 
i$ Senſe it is compatible with this Article of my Faith. 
ſe « ] am acquitted and counted righteous before GOD, 


er « only through the Imputation "of my SAVIOUR's 
at « Obedience and Death?” Which i 1s, both in Style and 


J; Sentiment, truly evangelical; but, in no Degree, that I 

en can diſcern, metaphyſical. 

Co When Mr. Waeſiey adds; * T his leads not to Re- 

; © pentance, but to Licentiouſneſs;”” he ſpeaks what we | 
18 underſtand, not what we allow. — Will any one ſay, 
8 That ſpeculative Reaſoning upon the Goodneſs of GOD, | 
he or contemplating it barely in our Ideas, leadeth to ; 
ch Repentance? But, when we taſte and enjoy, when we 


i apply and appropriate, his profuſely rich Liberality in 
85 CHRIST; we are thereby prompted to neglect, abuſe, 
nd and diſhonour our great Benefactor? Or ſhall it be ſaid, 


he The divine Goodneſs, manifeſted in common Provi- 
nd dence and inferior Inſtances, tends to awaken Love and 1 
Js work Godlineſs, But the ſame divine Goodneſs, ſhining _— 
ns forth in the moſt illuſtrious Manifeſtation, that Men or = 


nd Angels ever knew; ſhining forth with a Glory, a Rich- 
f neſs, a Perfection, ſufficient to tra: ꝓort Heaven and 
us Earth with Joy unſpeakable: This Goodneſs tends to 
he excite Contempt of GOD, and to cheriſh carnal Indul- 
5 gence? Such an Inſinnation, fo depreciatory to the Righ- 
fs teouſneſs of the bleſſed FESUS, I had much rather have 
d heard in a Jewiſh Synagogue, than have ſeen | in Mr. 
Maſiey's Writings. 

C5, No, Sir; this and this alone leadeth @ Sinner to Re- 
he pentance. Not all the Munificence of the DEITY; 
(0 neither the Rain from Heaven, nor fruitful Seaſons z 
he N4 neither 
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neither the Fatneſs of the Earth, nor the Abundance of 
the Seas; can take away the Enmity of our Nature, and 
reconcile our Affections to GOD. Nothing, nothing 
but a Senſe of Pardon and Acceptance, through the 
Work finiſhed on IMMANUEL's Croſs.— If you pleaſe 
to review the Text, you will not affirm, that the Apoſtle 
is aſſerting the efficacious Influence of providential 
Goodneſs on the Hearts of Men. He is evidently 
inveighing againſt the groſs and almoſt general Abuſe of 
ſuch Bounty. Though it ought, it does not produce 
Gratitude and Duty. It would indeed upon upright, 
but it does not thus operate upon depraved Minds, 
No Cauſe is adequate to this Effect, but free Juſtifica- 
tion through FESUS CHRIST. 

« The Rokever: cannot but add to his Faith, Work 
«© of Righteouſneſs.” - During his firſt Love, ſays 
« Mr. We ey, this is often true. But it is not true 
cc aiterwards, as we know and feel by melancholy Ex- 
ce perience. How, Sir! Do you yourſelf feel this? 
Where then is your ſinleſs Perfection? Can they be 
perfect, whoſe Love ceaſes to glow, and whoſe Zeal 
loſes its Activity? Does Mr. Weſley himſelf make this 
Confeſſion? Let him then ſay with us—And let us ſay, 
with invariable Stedfaſtneſs, and with increaſing Grati- 
tude—Bleſſed be GOD for Perfection in JESUS 
CHRIST! © 


Do you learn, Sir, what. is here acknowledged, by 


Obſervations made upon others? Then thoſe others, 1 
apprehend, if they do not exerciſe themſelves in good 
Works, either have no Faith, and deceive both you and 
themſelves—Or ele they intermit and diſcontinue the 


Exertion of their Faith. Which neither detracts from 


the Efficacy of the Principle, nor diſproves Aﬀpaſi' 705 
Opinion. It is not ſaid; The Believer never trips, nor 
faulters in the Courſe of his Obedience; but, he always 
. to his F aith, the Duties and Works of Obedience, 

5 Whenevei 
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Whenever the former acts, the latter conſtantly enſue. 


80 long as we live by the Faith of the SON of GOD, 
we ſhall not fail to bring forth thoſe Fruits of Righte- 


ouſneſs, which are through FESUS CHRIST. 
This 1s ſtrongly maintained, by Aſpaſio, in another 
Place. © It is as impoſſible for the Sun to be in his 


« Meridian Height, and not diſſipate Darkneſs, or 
« diffuſe Light; as for Faith to exiſt in the Soul, and 


« not exalt the Temper, and meliorate the Conduct.“ 

This is very forcibly implied, in our LORD's Interro- 
gation to his Diſciples; here is your Faith? It muſt 
be dormant and inactive, hke the Sap of the Trees in 
Winter, or like the Faculty of Reaſoning in Sleep. 


Otherwiſe, it would baniſh your Fears, even amidſt the 


raging Storm; and produce an undaunted Confidence in 
GOD your SAVIOUR.—The Deſign of all this, is, to 
evince the Wiſdom of the Goſpel, which lays ſuch a 
Streſs upon Faith; ſo frequently urges the Neceſlity of 
Faith, above and before all Things; repreſenting it, as 
the principal Work of the divine SPIRIT, and the 
great Inſtrument of receiving Salvation. Hence it ap- 
ms that the ſacred Plan is not formed in vain; much 
els is 1t calculated to * or diſcourage real Holi- 
nels, | 
* We no longer obey, in order to lay the Founda- 
ce tion for our final Acceptance.” Theſe Words I read 
with Pleaſure.—*<. That Foundation is already laid in 
« the Merits of CHRIST;” Theſe I contemplate with 
ſtill greater Satisfa&tion.—But when I come to the fol- 
lowing Clauſe, „Vet we obey, in order to our final 
« Acceptance through his Merits,” with Diſappointment 
and Regret I cry; How is the Gold become dim! 
How is the moſt fine Gold changed! 

AF oundation, for what? Afpaſio. would reply; For 
Pardon, for Reconciliation, and for everlaſting Salva- 
tion, For Peace of Conſcience, for Acceſs to GOD, 

for 


E 
83 
IF 
, 2 
* 
. 
f n 
* 
"© * 
n \ 
1 
1 » 
4, 
* 
E 
1 4 
* 
111 
: 1. 

* * 
* 
4 
2 
M 
q 


186 TETTERS TO THE REV. MR. WESLEY. 


for every ſpirltual and eternal Bleſſing. A F oundation 
of what Kind? In all Reſpects perfect; incapable of 
any Augmentation; not to be ſtrengthened, enlarged, 
or improved by all the Duties and all the Deeds of Pro- 
phets, Apoſtles, Martyrs. Becauſe it has Omnipotence 
for its Eſtabliſhment. —A Foundation, for whom ? For 
Sinners; for the vileſt and moſt miſerable of Sinners, 


That all guilty and undone Wretches may come; and 


though ever ſo weary, ever ſo heavy laden, may caſt 
their Burthen upon this Rock of Ages; in full Aſſurance 
of finding Reſt, and obtaining Safety. 

This is chearing ; this 1s charming. What Pity i it 
is, that ſuch an illuſtrious Truth ſhould be clouded, 
ſuch a precious Privilege ſpoiled, by that ungracious 
Sentence We obey in order to our final Accept- 
cc ance.” —But is this, Sir, your conſtant -Profeſſion ? 
I muſt do you the Juſtice to own, that you have hap- 
pier Moments, and more becoming Apprehenſions.— 
When you join in public Worſhip, "this is your hum- 
ble and juſt Acknowledgment ; * Although we be un- 
ce worthy, through our manifold Sins, to offer unto Thee 
e an Sacrifice; ; yet we beſeech Thee to accept this 
« our bounden Duty and Service.” When you cri- 
ticiſe upon Aſpaſio, the Note is changed, and this is the 
Purport of your Strain; © We beſeech Thee to ac- 
ce cept us, on Account of theſe our Services; for we 
* do them, LORD, with a profeſſed View to this 
c End.”—To implore Acceptance for our Duties, 
confeſſes them to be mean and contemptible. Whereas, 
to expect Acceptance on their Account, ftrongly inti- 
mates their Excellency. That they are worthy in 2 
very high Degree; ſo as to obtain Favour, not for 

themſelves only, but for a miſerable Creature alſo, who 
confeſſes himſelf ſubject to manifold Sins. 

J ſaid, on account of” — For, if you obey, in 
erder to your final Acceptance ; ſurely, you muſt ex- 
| ect final 3 and eternal Life, on account of 


your 
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own Obedience. A poor Obje& diſplays his 


f Sores, and relates his Diſtreſs, in order to obtain your 
, Alms. Does he not then expect your Alms on ac- 
x count of his Sores, his Diſtreſs, and his piteous Tale? 


e What a Coalition is here, between Mr. Veſſey and the 
r Subjects of the triple Crown! I find the whole Coun- 
. cil of Trent eſtabliſhing his Sentiments by their anathe- 
d matizing Decree, Theſe are their Words; * If any 
t ce one ſhall ſay, that the Righteous ought not, for their 
e ce own good Works, to expect the eternal Reward, 
« through the Merit of FESUS CHRIST, let him be 
it « accurſed *. Do you ſpeak of the Merit of CHRIST? 
l, So do they. Do you, in ſome Senſe, allow CHRIST 
5 to be the Foundation? So do they. Are your Works 
2 to rear the Edifice, and perform the moſt reſpectable 
Part of the Buſineſs? So are theirs. : 


ö By this Time, I believe, the thoughtful Reader will oveſs f 
— the Reaſon, why you oppoſe and decry imputed Righte- : 
— ouſneſs. You are ſolicitous, it ſeems, not barely for 

2 Works of Obedience, but for their Value and Credit 

e in the Affair of Salvation; for their Significancy and 

'5 Influence, in winning the Good-will of JEHOVAH. 

. Since this is your Notion, you may well be offended at 

e CHRIS Ts imputed Righteouſneſs. This will admit 

J of no Partner or Coadjutor. This, Sir, in the Caſe 

e of Juſtification, pours Contempt upon all your moſt 

is labourious Exerciſes, and-admired Attainments. Yea, 

85 this being divine and inconceiveably excellent, pours all 

85 around a Blaze of Glory, in which all our punyWoings 

i are loſt, as the Stars in the meridian Sunſhine. 

2 © We obey in order to final Acceptance.” 8 : 
Y thinks, this diſcovers no more Gratitude, than Wiſdom. ; 


7 
7 


0 Is it not an officious Indignity to that noble Goodneſs, 
which has ſet forth FESUS CHRIST for a Propitiation? 


in f quis dixerit, juſtos non debere pro bonis operibus, expectare æternam 
3 retributionem, per Jeſu — meritum, anathema, fit, De Bon. Oper. 
of Can. XXV1. | 
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Is it not a contemptuous Diſregard of that heavenly Voice, 


which ſaid, with ſo. much Solemnity; In Him I an 
zve!l pleaſed with the Children of Men.-—Does this exalt, 
does it not degrade the SAVIOUR? Does it mortify, 
does it not cheriſh the Pride of Man?—According to 
this Scheme, the Merits of our LORD are the Foun- 
dation, not immediately of our Acceptance, but of that 
Situation only, in which we are ſuppoſed capable of ac- 
quiring it ourſelves. They are, in ſhort, no more than 
a mere Pedeſtal; on which human Worth, or rather 
human Vanity may ſtand exalted, and challenge the 
Favour of Heaven. | | 

Ah, Sir! Acceptance with GOD, is an immenſely 
rich and glorious Bleſſing: A high and tranſcendently 
precious Privilege: Incomparably too high and glorious, 
to be obtained, in any Degree, by ſuch mean Obedience 
as your's and mine. The Pardon of Rebels againſt the 
King of Kings! The Reception of leprous Sinners into 
the Boſom of Heaven! Shall ſuch Effects, than which 
nothing can be greater ; ſhall ſuch Benefits, than which 
nothing can be richer; be aſcribed to human Obe- 


dience? What, but the very Diſtraction of our Diſcaſe, 


can have occaſioned or can account for a Thought, ſq 


extreme in Abſurdity ?—[ Shall we, ſordid Wretches 


with our ulcerous Sores, our withered Limbs, and a 
Stupox over all our Faculties ; ſhall we think ourſelves 
able to do ſomething for HIM, who needeth not the Ser- 
vices of Angels? Nay, to do ſomething conſiderable 
enough, to found a Claim to that tranſcendent Honour 
and Happineſs, the Light of his Countenance ?]—Our 
Adoration! Our Thankſgivings! Our Praiſes ! Our 


Prayers! Our. Preaching ! Our ſacramental Duties! 


What are they all but filthy Rags *, compared with 
SFFFFFTT Th Oe his 


® 7/a, Ixiv. 6. In ſuch a Light, I cannot but look upon the ſer- 
vices and Works of frail Man. In ſuch a Light they are repreſented, 


in various Parts of our public Devotions. And if we are but — 
| enougt 


6 
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his inconceiveable Holineſs and Glory? What Part of 
his. Work do we attempt, but we debaſe it with our 
deplorable Imperfections, or pollute it with our very 
Touch? Shame then belongs to us, Shame and Con- 
fuſion of Face, whenever we look to ourſelves or our 
own Performances. While all our Comfort, all our 
Hope, is to be derived from the only Righteous One 
CHRIST JESUS. | 

If we know not enough of our own Meanneſs and 
Impotency, let us liſten to the Prophet aiab *, In 
order to our Acceptance with GOD, he informs us, 
Lebanon with all her ſtately Cedars 7s. not ſufficient to 
burn, nor all the Beaſts, that range through her exten- 
five Shades, ſufficient for a Burnt-Offering. Nations, 
whole Nations, avail no more than ſingle Perſons. 
Should they unite their Abilities, and exert all their 
Efforts, to do ſomething which may recommend them 


to JEHOVAHF” all would be mean, ineffectual, 


enough to confeſs ourſelves Sinners, in ſuch a Light they 22205 appear 
to every diſcerning and 1 impartial Eye. Since nothing, even in Hell 


F 
itſelf, is more loathſome, or imparts a more horrid Defilement, than 


din.—If ſuch Services are a ſweet-ſmelling Savour to GOD, it is owing - 
to that copious Incenſe, (fuwmapalzs monz, Rev. viii. 3.) which ariſes 
from the golden Cenſer and the golden Altar. (Rev. viii. 3.) It i is 
wholly owing to the infinite Dignity and all recommending Efficacy 
of CHRIST 's Blood, Interceſſion and Righteouſneſs, 

a, xl. 15, 16, 17. 

+ Do we want to learn the Prophet's Aim and Deſign 1 in this 
magnificent Paragraph? We may, to our great Satisfaction, conſult 
his ſagacious and devout Commentator Vitringa. Hic altius ur gens 
tratio, non tantum omne meritum abjudicat carni, ſed docet etiam & in-. 
culcat, fe bc omnia que gentes ad Plac andum numen finxerunt, merum, 
nibil & inane. Nullum plane fondus afferre in commendatione cauſe fue 
apud Deum imo efſe nihilo ipſo & inani inferiora, f quid nibilo minus 
fngi & cogitari poſſit, Non poteſt in natura ſed fingi poteſt & obtinet 
in economia ppirituali. Eft enim ibi quod ita non prodeſt ad obtinendam 
Joftitiam apud Deum, ut fimul noceat. C ujus generis ſunt omnia 
wpnucla S commenta ſapientiæ carnis. Men tantum Deo non commendant, 
fed . iram & indignationem divinam provecant, | 


deſpicable. 
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deſpicable. Mean, as the Drop of a Bucket, which falls 
to the Ground, and none regards it. Ineffectual, as the 
Duſt upon the Balance, which wants even that ſmall De- 
gree of Impetus, neceſſary to turn the moſt nicely poiſed 
Scales. Deſpicable, as the Atom that floats in the Air, 
and has not Weight enough to ſettle itſelf on any Object. 
Should you reply! In all theſe Things there is ſome, 
though very little Subſtance. The Prophet farther 
declares; That all Nations in the World, with all their 
Virtues, Accompliſhments, and Works, would, before 
the infinitely majeſtic GOD, be as Nothing, leſs than 
Nothing, yea, Vanity itſelf. Incapable, abſolutely in- 
capable of winning his Favour, or doing any Thing 
worthy of his Notice *—Bleſſed therefore, for ever 
5 bleſſed 


May I be allowed to elucidate the noble Paſſage, quoted above? 
Sure I am, the Reader will not be diſpleaſed with the Digreſſion, 
unleſs the Annotator fails in the Execution, and has the Misfortune 
Egregium opus 
Culpa deterere ingeni. | | 

The Prophet, ſtruck with the Contemplation of a moſt glorious 
Perſonage, cries out, like one tranſported and amazed, he Never 
was any Thing comparable to him, either exiſting in Nature, or 
imaged by Fancy. Who hath meaſured the Waters, the unfathomable 
Deep, and the boundleſs Wave; meaſured them, not in his capacious 
Ciſtern, but in the Hollow of his Hand? Who hath meted out Heavmn, 
an Expanſe in which Worlds revolve, and extended to Immenſity; 
meted it, not with an out-ſtretched Line, but avirh the Span of his 
Fingers? Who hath comprehended the Duft of the Earth, all the ſolid 
Contents of this prodigiouſly large Globe, as a little Pittance in the 
ſmalleſt Meaſure? Who bath weighed the Mountains, with all their 
ponderous Ridges, and the Hills, with all their maſly Rocks, as 2 
Man weigheth an Ounce or a Dram in his Scales ?. Here I would 
only obſerve the judicious Choice of Objects. By far the moſt dil. 
tinguiſhed and magnificent, that the Univerſe affords. The Abyls 
of Waters, and the Circuit of the Skies! The Dimenſions of the 
Earth, and the Elevation of the Mountains! Compared with which, 
the loftieſt Groves are leſs than the Hyſſop on the Wall; and the 

moſt ample Cities, are ſmaller than a Grain of Muſtard Seed. 


Then 
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bleſſed be divine Grace, that we have a great High- 
Prieſt, in whom GOD is pleaſed ; is well pleaſed; and 
his very Soul delighteth. Whoſe Sacrifice, and whoſe 
Work, have merited all the Good, that Sinners can want, 
or the ALMIGHTY can beſtow. 

If we are not yet-duly humbled, nor willing to profeſs 
ourſelves beholden to divine Grace alone; if we ſtill 
reſolve to be Principals or Partners with the one ME- 
DIATOR, in the Purchaſe of the ineſtimable Jewel, let 
us fear, leſt he LORD our Righteouſneſs reſent ſuch a 
Diſhonour done to Himſelf; and ſwear in his Wrath, 
that we ſhall have neither Lot nor Portion in this Mat- 


Then follows a Compariſon, more admirable, if it be poſſible, 
than this fine Deſcription. Behold! The Nations, whether on the 
neighbouring Continent or in the remoteſt Iſles, are, before this 
exalted Being, as the ſmall Drop of a Bucket, which is almoſt too 
ſcanty to deſerve our Notice. They are as the ſmaller Duſt upon 
the Balance, which is not ſufficient even to turn the hovering Scale. 
They are as the ſmalleſt Atom, which has not Weight enough to 
reach the Ground, nor Force enough to reſiſt the ſlighteſt Undula- 
tions of the Air. Yea, all the Nations of the Earth, amidft all their 
Pomp and Grandeur, with all their boaſted Accompliſhments and 
admired Works, are before this incomprehenſible GOD, as a mere 
Nothing, —Can Language go farther? Can Imagination take a 
bolder Flight? Yes; the aftoniſhingly rich Ideas of the Prophet add 
2 Heightening, a redoubled Heighrening even to this inimitable 
Picture. The kingdoms of the World, with all their Inhabitants, 
and all their Honours, are leſs than nothing; are leſs than Vanity 
itſelf, in the Eſtimate of the Almighty JEHOVAH. | | 

This, if I am not greatly miſtaken, is one of the moſt highly 
finiſhed Sketches of the Beautiful and Sublime, extant in the whole 
Compaſs of Letters.—Let us always remember, that the majeſtic 
Perſon, whom it deſcribes, is our Atonement and Righteouſneſs 
(ver. 2.) is our Shepherd and Guide (ver. 11.) it will then be one of 
the moſt conſolatory and delightful Truths, in all the Book of GOD. 
And O! may we never forget, that the ſmall Drop of the Bucket, 
the ſmaller Duſt on the Balance, the volatile Atom, and that which 
1 leſs than nothing, are intended to ſhew us, what Figure our own 
Endeavours, Works, and Duties make in the Sight of Almighty 
GOD. We ſhall then have a Doctrine, moſt powerful to humble us, 
to abaſe us, and to teach us to rencunce our own Righteouſneſs. 


ter. 
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ter. Of this He has expreſsly warned us by his Apoſtle; 
F ye be circumci i/ſed, CHRIST ſhall profit you nothing, 
What would St. Paul teach us, by this ſolemn Proteſta- 
tion? That no Few can. be ſaved? Himſelf was an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews. Circumciſed the eighth Day, 
That a Chriſtian would, by receiving Circumciſion after 
his Converſion to CHRIST, forfeit all his Privileges? 
No; for he himſelf circumciſed Timothy, to gain him a 
fair Hearing from the Judaizing Bigots.—Or is Circum- 
ciſion here uſed, by Way of Synecdoche, for the cere: 
monial Law? Teaching us, that, as the Moſaic Rites 
were now aboliſhed, an Attempt to continue the Obſer- 
vance of them, would be an unpardonable Oppoſition 
to the Deſigns of Providence? The charitable Compro- 
mile, recorded in the xivth to the Romans, leads to a 
different Concluſion. Or did thoſe ſeducing Teachers, 
who required this Conformity from the Gentile Con- 
verts, require them to renounce CHRIST, and relapſe 
into mere, Judaiſm? Neither 1s this at all ſuppoſable, 
They only required ſuch a Conformity, © in order to 
cc their Acceptance through his Merits;” which they 
never rejected, but only placed as a F oundation for their 
own. 

What then can be meant by, CHRIST ſhall profit 1 you 
nothing, if ye be circumciſed? If ye make Circumciſion, 
or any Thing whatever, beſides the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, neceſſary to your Acceptance with GOD, ye 

| ſhall receive no Advantage from all that the RE- 
' DEEMER has done and ſuffered. This is to halt 
between Works and Grace, between CHRIST and Self. 
And ſuch divided Regards, He will interpret as an 
Affront, rather than an acceptable Homage. Indeed, 
this is, in Chriſtians, the grand Apoſtacy. By this they 
. deny the Sufficiency of their SAVIOUR's moſt con- 


ſummate Righteouſneſs. They caſt 2 entirely 
| . out 
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out of the Covenant of Grace, and muſt expect no Sal- 
vation but by doing the whole Law. 

This is the awful apoſtolic Caution. To which ler 
me ſubjoin the plain apoſtolic Inſtruction— Je are ac- 
cepted, ſays St. Paul, not partially, but entirely; not 
occaſionally, but finally, in the BELOVED. All Ac- 
ceptance, of whatever Kind, or whatever Date, is wholly 
in Him, not in any Thing of our own.—The Author 
to the Hebrews affirms; That CHRIST hath obtained 
Redemption, not left it to be accompliſhed, either in 
greater or ſmaller Meaſure, by our Diligence and Duties. 
No; He Himſelf hath obtained, both preſent and final, 
yea, complete and eternal Redemption for us. And will 
you, Sir, aſcribe to your own Obedience, what the 
Apoſtle fo expreſsly aſcribes, and ſo entirely appro- 
priates, to the bleſſed JESUS? —The ſame Writer 
aſſures us; That CHRIST, by one Offering, hath per- 
feed for ever, them that are ſan#ified. Them that are 
cleanſed with the Blood of Sprinkling, He hath not 
only diſcharged from the Guilt of Sin, but rendered them 
unblameable and unreproveable, before the Majeſty of 
Heaven. He hath done all that is neceſſary for their 
full, perfect, and everlaſting Acceptation. Yes; whe- 
ther it be in Life or Death; whether it be at the Throne 
of Grace, or the Tribunal of Judgment ; during the 
Span of Time, or through the Ages of Eternity; all 
that is neceſſary for our perfect Acceptation is done. 
Done by an infinitely better Hand, than our own; by an 
infinitely better Expedient, than any human Obedience, 

Do I, by theſe Remonſtrances, ſet at nought true 
Holineſs ? Or ſuppoſe a Salvation, ſeparate from holy 
Obedience? You, Sir, cannot entertain ſuch a Suppoſi- 
tion; ſince, in your very laſt Remark, you was diſſatis- 
ted with my infiſting on the inſeparable Connection of 
a living Faith, and Works of Righteouſneſs. —I honour 
and prize Works of Righteouſnebs. I would inceſſantly 

Vor, wy O inculcate, 
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inculcate, both the indiſpenſable Neceſſity, and the 
manifold Utility, of holy Obedience. We are redeemed, 
that we may be zealous of good Works. We are created 
in CHRIST FESUS, that we may be able to do good 
Works. And by good Works we are to glorify our 
FATHER which is in Heaven. 

Only I would have good Works know their proper 
Station, and their proper Office. I am far from ſetting Wl F 
at nought the Services of the Hand or the Foot. But f 
I ſhould very much diſapprove their Deſign ; I ſhould o 
utterly deſpiſe their Pretenſions; if they ſhould offer to 6 1 
intrude themſetves on the Province of the Eye, or act x Ml l 
the Organs of Sight. Apply this Simile to the Obed- 4 
ence of Man, and Juſtification before GOD, or Accept- 
ance with G00; you will then ſee, in what Rank! 
place, in what Eſteem I hold, both the one and the 
other. 

As I would have Obedience know its proper Place 
fo I would have it take a right Form. The Obedience, 
which you propoſe, is the Obedience of the Bond- Man, 
not of the free. A Slave, bought with our Money, 
obeys in order to be accepted. A Servant, hired to 
diſpatch our Buſineſs, obeys in order to receive hi 
Wages. But the Child obeys, becauſe he is beloved; 
becauſe he is the Heir; and all Things, which tie 
Father hath, are his. 

« Obey in order 0 . Indeed, Sir, you 
quite miſtake the Principle and Source of Chriſtian 
Obedience. Nor ſhall I undertake to rectify your mil: 
taken Apprehenſions, leſt you ſhould ſcorn to learn from 
an inferior. I will refer you to a ſet of Teachers, from 
whom you need not bluſh to receive Inſtruction. But 
as this may demand a very particular Conſideration, | 
ſhall poſtpone it to ſome future Opportunity, and aſſign 
to it a diſtinct Epiſtle. a 

In the mean Time, if You ſhould aſk ; Why I hav: YG 


been ſo copious upon this Font CE anſivee; Becauſe it 
a Matte! 
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ie à Matter of the utmoſt Importance. An Error on this 
cd, Subject, is as detrimental to our ſpiritual Welfare, as a 
ted Fault in the firſt Concoction is to the Animal Conſtitu- 
0d tion. A Miſtake concerning Acceptance with GOD, 
our muſt ſet in a falſe Light every religious Truth, and ſhed 
a malignant Influence on every religious Sentiment. 

per If you aſk; Why I have repeated the obnoxious 
ing Propoſition, almoſt as frequently as the Rams-Horns 
But ſounded the fatal Blaſt, on the Day when Jericho was 
ud Bl overthrown? I anſwer; For the very ſame Purpoſe. 
- to To overthrow, if poſſible, ſo pernicious a Notion. To 
t 25 lay it as low, as the Fortifications of that devoted City. 
di- And I hope, neither Mr. Weſiey, nor any other, will 
pt- attempt to rebuild it, leſt they lay the Foundation thereof, 
Ini the Diſhonour of the bleſſed REDEEMER; and ſet 
the WI #7 the Gates of it, in the Diſtreſs of precious Souls. Both 

| which Effects, I am perſuaded, are very remote from 
ce, your Intention. That they may be equally remote from 
ice, I your Preaching, your Writing, and all your Doctrine, 
lan, is the ſincere With of, c. 


] to SS 


* LETTER IV. 


How the Law is eſtabliſbed by the Goſpel —The Perfection 
. of the Lau Juſtiſication complete — Man's Righteouſ- 
neſs of no Avail. 


rom Rev. Sin, 


Bu Had, in the Warmth of my Concern, almoſt forgot 
to take Notice of a Text, which you produce from 
ſign 1 Tim, vi. 17, 18, 19. And, which is ſomewhat ſtrange, 
produce as a Prof, that the Apoſtle requires Chriſtians 

have do obey, in order to their final Acceptance.” 
> it O2 N is 
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Is Paul then become the Apoſtate? And do the Curſes, 
which he has denounced again the Seducers of the Wl - 
Galatian Converts, fall at length on his own Head? Wil x 
He placed Timothy at Epheſus, as a Bulwark againſt the „ 
Encroachments of other Doctrines. Was it witha il ; 
Reſerve for Liberties of this Kind, which he himſelf WM f 
ſhould take? Can we think his Mind ſo much altered, 0h 
fince he told thoſe very Epheſians, that, without ſeeking 
Acceptance through their Obedience, 7hey were already 
accepted in the BELOVED? Does he now retract the 
bleſſed Truth? Adviſing the Rich, to raiſe a Cloud of 
golden Duſt, that it may cover their Sins, and waft 
them to the Skies? At the ſame Time, excluding the 
Poor from the Fellowſhip of this new Goſpel, and the 
Hope of Glory. Is he grown aſhamed of that Righte- 
ouſneſs of GOD, which, he aſſured the Romans, was the 
Power of GOD unto Salvation, only through Be- 
lieving? And are we, Sir, grown weary of that pure 
Doctrine, which was reſtored to us, by our glorious 
' Reformers? Are we willing to give up the Depoſitun, 
and return to the more than Egyptian Darkneſs of Friar 
and Monks? with whom | 

— — Cralumeſt venale DEUS que? 


But to the Point.—I ſhall tranſcribe the Text, and 
add a ſhort Paraphraſe. Which may, perhaps, explain WM with 
the Meaning, and beſt refute the Objection. Char: fir 
them that are rich in this World, that they do Good, ibu pap 
they be rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing i + 
communicate; laying up in Store for themſelves a gull Cirii 
Foundation, that they may lay hold on eternal Life. Char: Le, 


them, thoſe Believers * among you, who are rich in ths 4 wn 

| Mai gi 

3 | | | Word 
[* The Exhortation is addreſſed, not to the Ungodly, but to te © wit 
Believers. Who had received CHRIST, and were ſaved through © wil 
Grace. Conſequently, had no Need to win or attain eternal Li not in 


but only to make it, in their own Apprehenſion, or to their on 
| Conſcience! 
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World; that they do Good, that, as Members of CHRIST, 
they ſhew Kindneſs, and exerciſe Beneficence to others. 
That they be rich in good Works, abounding in thoſe 
Works and Labours of Love, which flow from Faith, 

or a comfortable Perſuaſion of their Intereſt in CHRIST, 

Ready to diſtribute, on all proper Occaſions, with Chear- 
e funcſs and Delight; as counting it more bleſſed to give, 
rec, than to receive. Willing, even without Solicitation, 
ung 7 communicate; and not only embracing, but ſeeking 
ady every Opportunity of relieving the Neceſſitous. Lightly 
the eſteeming all that is called Wealth here below; and 
d of laying up in Store for themſelves another Kind of Treaſure, 
wat [even CHRIST; who is the Pearl of Price, and the true 
the i Riches.] This will be @ good Foundaticn of Hope, of 
the C-miort, and Joy: Againſt the Time to come, whether it 
nte- WY be che trying Seaſon of Sickneſs, the awful Hour of 
the D-ath, or the more tremendous Day of Judgment, 
Be- That, placing their Affections on Him, and having their 
pure Treaſure in Him, they may be found wiſe Merchants. 
1005 By Not graſping Uncertainties and Shadows, but laying faſt 
um Hold 07 * ſure and ſubſtantial Poſſeſſions; even on eternal 
ian . 


_- — 


Conſciences, more and more fare. Had they been unconverted 
and People, the Apoſtle would, like his divine MASTER diſcourſing 
lain with the rich, but unregenerate Nicodemus, have ſtruck at the Root of 
arg Weir Miſery ; and ſpoke of more important Things, than diſtributing 
little ſhining Duſt among the Poor. ] 

* Take faft Hold on—thus I would tranſlate that emphatical com- 

S pound Word east. Which agrees with the Experience of the 
pond Chriſtian, and is not without the Authority of the Critic, —With the 
a Eæperience of the Chriſtian. Since Believers, by the Exerciſe of 
Faith, producing all good Works, are continually maintaining and 
creaſing their Hold of CHRIST; and of that eternal Life, which 
is given them in Him.—With the Authority of the Critic. For the 
Word ſignifies, To ſeize with great Vehemency ; to lay Hold on 
* with both Hands, as upon a „Thing we are glad to have got, and 
* will be loth to let go again.” Leicn's Crit. Sacr.— That it dogs 
not in this Connection, denote an apprehending of ſomewhat, 3 
taken 
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Me eftablifh the Law: We provide for its Honour by 
the perfect Obedience of CHRIST; ſays Afpaſio,—. 
cc Can you poſlibly think, replies Mr. 7/ey, 'that St. 
ee Paul meant this?” —Before I anſwer this Queſtion, 
give me Leave to aſk another. Have you Sir, done 
Juſtice to Aſpaſio? Is what you quote, the whole of his 
Interpretation? Have you not ſecreted a Sentence, 
which ſpeaks the very Thing, you dune him for 

omitting. 

A Member of the Houſe of Commons, Wg the 
honourable Aſſembly, took the Liberty to aſſert, The 
« Gentlemen in the Miniſterial Intereſt, never propoſe 
te any Thing for the Good of their Country.” —This 
was no ſooner uttered, than a warm Partizan of the 
other Side ſtarting up, complained loudly of Calumny 
and Scandal. Hold, Sir, for a Moment, ſaid the inter- 
rupted Orator. Let me juſt finiſh my Sentence, and 
then give Vent to your vehement Invectives. My 
Intention was to have added; but we in the Oppoſi- 
ce tion readily agree to their Meaſures.” — Upon hearing 
this Explanation, the Houſe imiled, and the haſty Zea- 
lot fat down aſhamed. 

Let me produce the whole Period, now under Con- 
ſideration. Then I believe, the Reader will allow, that 
Mr. Weſiey has imitated this haſty Gentleman, in one 
Inſtance ; and whether he has not ſome Reaſon to imi- 
tate Him in another, I ſhall leave to his own Determi- 
nation, Immediately after the Diſplay of free Juſtifica- 
tion, or of Righteguſneſs imputed without Works *, Aſpaſi, 


taken hold of before, is evident from Verſe the twelfth, where this 
very Exhortation is directed to Timothy himſelf; who was an eminent 
Man of GOD, and the Subject of particular Prophecies; was a $6. 
liever of the firſt Claſs, and an undoubted Heir of Life and Immor- 
tality> Who needed not, therefore, ts attain, but to live in tht 
Redfaſt Hope and unintermitted Expectation of the glorious Inherp 
TanNCce, 
Rom. iv. 6. 
a wald 


ca- 
afit, 


+ this 
nent 
a he. 
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aware of the Poſſibility of abuſing his Doctrine, aſſerts 
the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of Holinefs. This done, as 
quite cleared from the Accuſation, he triumphs with the 
Apoſtle, “ Do we then make void the Law, through 
« Faith, in the imputed Righteouſneſs of our LORD? 
« GOD forbid! Yea, we eſtabliſh the Law. Conſidered 
« as the original Covenant of Life; we provide for its 
« Honour, by the perfect Obedience of CHRIST. 
« Conſidered as the invariable Standard of Duty; we 
« enforce its Obſervance, by the moſt rational, manly, 
« and endearing Motives*.” —Here, Sir, was hardly 
any Room for the Precipitancy of Interruption, becanſe 
the whole Paſſage lay before you. And it is a little ſur- 
prizing, that you ſhould ſee and animadvert upon the 
former Clauſe; yet neither ſee, nor regard the Clauſe 
immediately following. 

« Did ſuch a Thought (of eſtabliſhing the Law, by 
« the Atonement and Righteouſneſs of CHRIST) ever 
« enter into St. Pauls Mind?“ —Let the preceding 
Context determine. Has the Apoſtle been opening the 
true Senſe of the Preccpts, that they might be rightly 


underſtood ? Has he been inculcating the inviolable 


Obligation of the Precepts, that they might be duly 
praftiſed? Has he not been aſſerting a Juſtification 
abſolutely free, effected by the Righteouſneſs of GOD, 
without any Co-agency from the Righteouſneſs of Man? 
Does he not, in the laſt Words, profeſſedly encounter 
the Objection, which, in every Age, has been raiſed 
againſt this ſacred Doctrine? ⸗ Hereby you neglect and 
« diſhonour the divine Law.” No; fays the inſpired 
Apologiſt, the Law is hereby eftablibbed, and ſhewn to 


be more ſtable than Earth or Heaven. The grand 


Legiſlator Himſelf ſhall be humbled to its Obedience; 
the GOD who gave the Law, ſhall bleed for its Penal- 
ties; rather than a Tittle fail of 1 its due Accompliſhment 


es derm and Aſpaſio, Vol. I. p. 200. Dh 
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—Magnified thus, the Law indeed i IS, and made for 
ever honourable. And though Apaſio does not exclude 


our practical Regards, I do verily, for my own Part, 


believe; that the former Sentiment, againſt which you 
exclaim, was uppermoſt with the Apoltle, and 1s the 
chief Deſign of the Text. 

Tes, Sir; it was the Apoſtle's chief Deſign, to ſhew 
the perfect Conſiſtency of free Juſtification with the 
moſt awful Glories of the DEITY ; and thereby lay a 
firm Foundation for the Hope of a Sinner. Had Juſtice, 
which 1s the eſſential Glory of GOD's Nature, or the 
Law, which is the revealed Glory of his Will — Had 
either of theſe been violated, by the evangelical Scheme; 
benign and deſirable as it is, it muſt have been utterly 
rejected; it could never have taken Place; the whole 
World muſt have periſhed, rather than ſuch an Injury 
be offered to any of the Divine Perfections. There- 
fore St. Paul moſt ſweetly teaches, and moſt fatisfac- 
torily proves, that inſtead of being injured, they are moſt 
illuftriouſly diſplayed by the Obedience and Death of 
CHRIST. By this Means, JEHOVAH 1s inflexibly 
Juſt even in juſtifying the Ungodly; and his Law i 
highly exalted, even in abſolying the Tranſgreſſor, that 
believeth in ZESUS. 


Here is firm Hooting; Here is ſolid Rock, 


Solid Rock, on which the Sinner may reſt, who is vel 
nigh ſunk in Deſpair; while the Waves and Billows of 
divine Indignation go over his alarmed Soul,—Firn 
Footing, on which he may proceed, who ſees the Im- 
portance of his eternal Intereſts, and does not riſque 
them on the yague Notion of mere Mercy, Does not 
give into the modiſh Religion, which leaves ſuch vene- 
rable Things, as the Juſtice of the moſt High and the 
Law of the moſt Holy, deſtitute of their due Honour 
And leaves ſuch impotent Creatures, as Men, to ſhift 

for themſelves, by doing 8 beſt 8 can. 


& The 
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ce The plain Meaning is, we eſtabliſh both the true 
ce Senſe, and the effectual Practice of the Law: We 
« provide for its being both underſtood and practiſed in 
ce jts full Extent.” How can you make this Proviſion, 
if you ſet aſide the conſummate Obedience of CHRIST? 
Who is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs ; for accom- 
pliſhing that Righteouſneſs, which its Precepts deſcribe, 
and its Conſtitution demands. 

O! Sir, did you conſider, what that meaneth which' 
the Apoſtle ſtyles To c νν, ο T8 vows, YOU would not uſe 
this Language. Can we—can ſuch miſerable Sinners as 
we, ever dream of effectually practiſing, i in its full Ex- 
tent, that Law, which condemns every Failure; which 
requires Truth in the inward Parts, which inſiſts upon 
Perfection, abſolute Perfection, in every Inſtance, and 
on all Occaſions ; charging us, 


With Act intenſe, and unremitted Nerve, 
To hold a Courſe unfaltering, | 


to the very End of our Lives, and from the Beginning 
of them too.— Attend, I entreat you, Sir, to this moſt 
ſublime Sanctity of the divine Law. Then, inſtead of 
faying, We provide for its Performance in the full Ex- 
tent of its Demands; you will probably ſay, with a more 
becoming Modeſty, we provide for its Performance, in 
a Way of willing, chearful, ſincere Obedience. Still 
looking unto HIM for Juſtification, who has, in our 
Name, and as our * fulfilled it to the very utter- 


moſt. 


It is, I apprehend, one of your leading Errors, that 
you form low, ſcanty, inadequate Apprehenſions of 
GOD's Law. That Law, which is a bright Repreſen- 
tation of his moſt pure Nature; a beautiful Draught of 
his moſt holy Will, and never, ſince the Fall, has been 


perfectly exemplified in any living Character, but only 


in the Man CHRIST FESUS. From this Error, many 


others muſt © CEN ollow. A Diſeſteem of im- 


puted 
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puted Righteouſneſs, and a Conceit of perſonal Perfec. 
tion. A Spirit of legal Bondage, and, I fear, a Tinc- 
ture of Phariſaical Pride. 

Should Mr. Veen aſk; Why I harbour tn a Suſ- 
Picion, concerning his Sentiments in this Particular? 
I anſwer; Becauſe, here, he ſpeaks of practiſing this 
Law, which is ſo exceeding broad, in its full Extent, 
Becauſe, elſewhere, he repreſents the Violations of this 
Law, whoſe leaſt Tittle is of greagr Dignity than Hea- 
ven and Earth, as ſmall Matters; as petty Offences; or, 
to uſe his own Words, as © Things not exactly right.” — 
But more of this hereafter. 

Apaſio, to vindicate the Equity of the future Judg- 
ment, declares; * I fee nothing arbitrary in this Pro. 
« cedure; but an admirable Mixture of juſt Severity, 
ce and free Goodneſs. On thoſe, who reject the Atone- 
cc ment, juſt Severity. To thoſe, who rely on their 
* SAVIOUR, tree Goodneſs.” —Mr. Wefey, as though 
we would exculpate the Ungodly, aſks, Was it ever 

te poſlible for them, not to reject? What ſays our 
infallible Counſellor; the TEACHER ſent from GOD? 
They will not come to ME, that they may have Life. They 
rejected his Counſel. They would not ceaſe from their 
own Works, and betake themſelves wholly to the 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. This Method of Salvation 
they diſliked. It was Fooliſhneſs unto them. Therefore, 
they were diſobedient to the. heavenly Call. Does this 
take away their Guilt? Muſt GOD be reckoned unjuſt 
in puniſhing, becauſe Men are obſtinate in their Un- 
belief? 

| GOD does not require me, as you too injuriouſly hint, 
to © touch Heaven with my Hand,“ in order to eſcape 
Damration. But He invites and requires me, to accept 
of CHRIST and his Salvation. If, intent upon any 
imaginary Accompliſhments of my own, I overlook the 
* or if, eager in the Purſuit of worldly Gratifications, 
1 I trample 
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I trample upon it; is ner the Fault entirely my own? 
Does it not proceed from the Folly of my-Mind, or the 
bad Diſpoſition of my Heart ; ; and leave my Conduct 
without Excuſe ? 

Juſtification 1s LE TA the firſt Moment we believe; 
and is incapable of Augmentation. Thus Appaſio ſpeaks. 


Thus Mr. Weſiæy replies, Not ſo.” —And has he, for 


his Authority, a ſingle Text of Scripture? No; but the 
whole Council of Trent. One of whoſe Canons dogma- 
tizes in this Manner. If any ſhall affirm, that Righ- 
« teouſneſs received is not preſerved, and increaſed 
« likewiſe, by good Works; but that good Works are 
« only the Fruits and Signs of Juſtification obtained, 
« not the Means of increaſing i it alſo, let him be ac- 
« curſed “.I am ſorry, Sir, to ſee you again in ſuch 
Company. And I would hope, if it were not an unhand- 
ſome Reflection, you did not know your Aſſociates. 
Yet it is ſtrange, that a Proteſtant Divine ſhould have 
been ſo inattentive, to the main Part of his Character; 
or ſhould be able to forget, that complete Juſtification, 
through the Righteouſneſs of our LORD alone, is the 
very Effence, Soul, and Glory of the Reformation. 
But let us examine the Point.—Juſtification, I appre- 
hend, is one ſingle Act of divine Grace. It muſt, 
therefore, be either done, or undone. If done, in my 
very Idea of the Act, it includes Completeneſs. So 
that to-ſpeak of incomplete Juſtification, is a Contra- 
diction in Terms. Like ſpeaking of dark Sun-ſhine, 
or a round Square, 
An incomplete Juſtification ſeems, in the very Mature 
of Things, to be an abſolute Impoſſibility. Even an 
carthly Judge cannot juſtify, where there is the leaſt 


Si quis dixerit, juſtitiam acceptam ron conſervari, atque ſo ab 
augeri coram Dea per opera bona : Sed opera ipſa frudtus ſolummodo & 
figna ee juſt ificationis adeptæ, non etiam itfins augendæ cauſam, anathema 
%. Sell, vi. Can. 24 

. | Departure 
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Departure from Integrity. He may overlook; he may 


ſhew Clemency; he may forgive. But he cannor, in 
ſuch a Caſe, pronounce righteous. Much leſs can we 
- ſuppoſe, that Juſtification ſhould take Place before an 
infinitely pure and jealous GOD, unleſs all Guilt be 
done away, and the Perſon be rendered 2 rigb. 
Feous. 

Beſides; can that Juſtification be other than complete, 

which is brought to paſs by the moſt majeſtic SON of 
GOD? By his perfectly holy Nature; by his infinitely 
precious Sufferings; and by his inconceivably merito- 
rious Obedience? This, if any Thing in the World, 
muſt be abſolutely complete; beyond Compare, and 
beyond Imagination complete; to ſpeak all in a Word; 
complete in Proportion to the Dignity, a and 
Glory of the Accompliſher. 

Is any ſuch Notion, as an incomplete juſtißcation, to 
be found in the Bible? St. Paul ſays, Wheoſoever believeth 
26 juſtified; to all Intents and Purpoſes juſtified. No, 
ſays Mr. Weſley ; he may be juſtified only in Part or by 
Halves.—He that believeth, adds the Apoſtle, is juſtified 
from all Things. No, replies Mr. Weſley; many that 
believe, eſpecially in the Infancy of their Faith, are juſti- 
fied only from ſome Things. There is no Neceſſity, 
that Juſtification ſhould be complete, when or where- 
ever it exiſts, . 

Is there no Neceſlity * Why then does the Voice of 
Inſpiration aſſert; That the Righteouſneſs of GOD, is 
upon them that believe? Can a Man have that incom- 
parably magnificent Righteouſneſs, and yet be incom- 
pletely juſtified? Does not the ſame inſpired Writer 
declare—That this perfect and divine Righteouſneſs is 
upon all; not upon ſome only, but upon all Believers? 
Whether they be weak or ſtrong; whether in the firſt 
Moments of their Converſion, or in the laſt Stage of 


their Warfare,-Yes; and he farther aiſures us, Tha 
thers 
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dank 15 10 Difference. No Difference, with regard to 
the Righteouſneſs itſelf; for it is the one everlaſting Righ- 
Mouses of the incarnate GOD. No Difference, as to 


the Reality of its Imputation; for it is unto all, and upon 


all. No Difference, in the Way of receiving it; which is 
by Faith in FESUS CHRIST. ' Conſequently, no Diffe- 
rence in the Fruits or Effects; which are Pardon and 
Acceptance, free and full Juſtification. 

Is Mr. Weſley, like the Popiſb Party, an Advocate for 
a firſt, for a ſecond, for I know not how many Juſtifi- 
cations? According to this Scheme indeed, Juſtification 
may be an incomplete Thing. But the Misfortune 
attending this Scheme, 1s, that it has no Foundation in 
Scripture. The Scripture knows nothing of it; the 
Scripture declares againſt it; and acknowledges, as but 
one Faith, but one Baptiſm, ſo but one Juſtification. 

This is the grand ſcriptural Maxim; HE hath, by one 
Oblation, perfected for ever, them that are ſanttified. The 
Oblation is one, needing no Repetition, and no Appen- 
dage. It does not partially accompliſh, but perfects 
the Buſineſs of Juſtification. Perfects it, not at the laſt 
only, but from firſt to laſt; yea, for ever and ever. In 
behalf of all thoſe, who are ſanctified; or made Partakers 
of this great Sacrifice, and this divine Atonement. 

This is the fine ſcriptural Illuſtration; The Heir, even 
while he is a Child, is Lord of all, You have, perhaps, a 
Son born, Upon this Child you multiply your Favours 
and Careſſes. He grows in Wiſdom and Stature. Yet 
neither your Favours, nor his Growth, add any Thing to 
his Sonſhip, nor augment his Right to your Inheritance. 
With both theſe he was inveſted, the firſt Moment he 
drew Breath. So, we are no ſooner juſtified, than we 
are Heirs; Heirs of GOD, and joint Heirs with CHRIST. 
The Perception and Enjoyment of this Privilege may 
increaſe. But the Privilege itſelf, like the Birth-right 


of the Firſt-born, is incapable of Augmentation. 
7 Would 
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Would Mr. Weſiey, with the Followers of Arminius, 


exclude the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; and introduce 


Tomething of Man's, as the efficient, or as a concurrent, 

Cauſe of Juſtification? Then likewiſe his Notion of a 
gradual, a variable, an incomplete Juſtification, muſt 
enſue. Whether it be Faith, which he would introduce 
for this Purpoſe, or Repentance, or ſincere Obedience, 
or whatever elſe he pleaſes; according to the Meaſure of 
theſe Works or Graces, mult be the Degree of Jultitica- 
tion. And not only as to different Perſons, but as to 
the ſame Perſon, at different Times. 

_ Farther; ſince all theſe Endeavours are, lo long as 
we continue in the preſent State, imperfect; our Juſtifi- 
cation muſt, according to this Plan, unavoidably partake 
of their Imperfections. It cannot be entire and lacking 
nothing, till Mortality is fwallowed up of Life. But hoy 
contrary is this to a Cloud of Witneſſes from the Scrip- 
tures! Ye are, even now juſtified. He hath, even in this 
preſent Time, reconciled you to GOD. Through the 
Birth and Death of IMMANUEL, there is not only 
Peace on Earth, but Good-will towards Men; tudonia, 
Favour, Complacency, and Love, from the holy GOD, 
to the fallen Soul. And is not this complete Juſtifi- 
cation? 7 

ce There may be as many Degrees in the Favour, as 
< in the Image of GOD.” This Objection turns upon 
a Suppoſition, that the Favour of GOP towards us, is 
occaſioned by the Image of GOD in us. Which is the 
Doctrine of the Law; the very Language of Heathen- 
iſm; and has not a Savour of that Goſpel, in which 
CHRIST is all. And ] think myſelf more concerned, 
to remove ſuch very prejudicial Miſtakes, than to ſiſt 
and adjuſt any nice Speculations, relating to Degrees of 
the divine Favour. Afpaſio has touched this Point. 
Referring you to his Obſervation, I ſhall confine ry 


to a more intereſting Subject. 
I 
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It is CHRIST, who has redeemed us to GOD, to the 
Favour and Fruition of GOD, by his Blood. By his 
Blood alone, without any Aid from our Goodneſs, or any 
Co-operation from any Creature. —His Work pleaſes 
GOD. His Work magnifies the Law. His Work is 
incomparably the nobleſt of all Things in Heaven or 
Earth. This therefore is our Recommendation to the 
divine Majeſty. Intereſted in this, we ſtand perfectly 
righteous before the KING immortal, and ſhall be 
eternally acceptable in his Sight. It was only on Ac- 
count of Abraham's Supplication, that GOD ſhewed 
Compaſſion to Abimelech. It was only on Account of 
Job's Interceſſion, that the LORD was pacified towards 
his three Friends. And it is only on Account of 
CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, that the HIGH and HOLY 
ONE beholds any Child of Adam with Complacency 


and Delight. To FESUS alone belongs the Honour of 


reconciling, juſtifying, ſaving the innumerable Millions 
of redeemed Sinners. And is not the LAMB that was 
ſlain, worthy to be thus honoured, and thus exalted ? 

Is then our own internal and external Goodneſs of no 


Avail in this Matter? — Let us hear the eloquent [/aiah, 
the Evangeliſt of the Fezwz/h Church. The lofty Looks of 


Man ſhall be humbled, and the Haughtineſs of Men ſball be 
brwed down; and the LORD, the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, alone, ſhall be exalted in that Day.—Does this 
Text, it may be ſaid, relate to the Goſpel, and the Caſe 
of Acceptance with GOD? Or is it poſſible to make 
what follows, conſiſtent with ſuch an Interpretation? — 


Let us ſee, whether it be not, by the HOLY GHOST 


himſelf, made perfectly conſiſtent with ſuch a Sente. 

The Day of the LORD of Hoſts, in the prophetical 
Scriptures, generally and principaily ſignifies the Time 
of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation. When the LORD puts 
the finiſhing Hand to his Revelation ; gives the brighteſt 


Di 1 iply 
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Diſplay of his Grace; and gathers together all Things! in 
CHRIST. 

This Day, and its Influence, ſhall cauſe a wonderful 
Revolution in, what is called, the religious, virtuous, 
moral World. It ſhall fall like a Thunderbolt upon 
every Idol, ſet up in the Hearts of Men; ſhall prove 
their Wiſdom to be Folly; their Ability to be Impo- 
tence; all their Works to be worthleſs. 

This Prophecy, being ſo repugnant to our Notiong, 
and ſo diſguſtful to our Inclinations, is aſſerted and en- 
forced with the greateſt Particularity, both as to Per- 
ſons and to Things. 

As to Perſons.— For the Day of the LORD of Hoſte 
Hall be upon whom? Upon the ſordid Wretch, or the 
ſcandalous Sinner? Rather upon every one that is proud 
and lofty in his own Conceit; pluming himſelf with the 
Notion of ſome imaginary Pre-eminence above his 
Neighbour. It ſhall be likewiſe 2h every one, that i 
lifted up in the Eſteem of others. Either on Account of 
Roman Virtue, or Athenian Philoſophy, or Phariſaical 
Zeal. And, notwithſtanding his aſpiring Pretenſions, 
or glittering Accompliſhments, he ſhall be brought lou; 
ſhall be degraded to the Rank of a loſt, undone helplels 
Sinner. 

So that none ſhall have it in his Power to me, © Tan 
« better than thou. I ſtand upon more honourable 
« Terms with my MAKER, and am a fitter Object 
« for his Favour.” They ſhall be like Priſoners, con- 
fined in the ſame Dungeon, and liable to the ſame 
Condemnation. Every one of them equally deſtitute of 
any Plea for Juſtification ; and all of them, as to Accept- 
ance with their CREATOR, without any Difference. 
No Difference, in this reſpect, between the accompliſhed 
Gentleman, and the infamous Scoundrel; no Difference 
between the virtuous Lady, and the vile Proſtitute. No 


Difference at all, as to the Wa and Manner of their 
y 
obtaining 
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obtaining Salvation. So that the Whole may appear 
to be of Grace. 

As to Things. —This Part of the Subject! is illuſtrated. 
by a grand Aſſemblage of Images; comprehending all 
that is moſt diſtinguiſhable in the viſible Creation, and 
denoting whatever is moſt admired or celebrated among 
the Sons of Men. Oaks and Cedars are the moſt ſtately 
Productions of vegetable Nature. Therefore the Day 
ſhall be upon all the Cedars of Lebanon, and upon all the 
Oaks of Baſban.— Hills and Mountains are the moſt 
conſpicuous and majeſtic Elevations of the Earth. 
Therefore the Day ſhall be zpon all the high Mountains, 
and upon all the Hills that are lifted up.—Towers and 
Cities are the moſt magnificent Works of human Art. 
Therefore the Day ſhall be upon every high Tower, and 
upon every fenced Wall, —The Ships of Tarſhiſh are put 
for the Wealth, the Advantages, and the various Im- 
provements, procured by Navigation and Commerce, 
Pleaſant Pictures may repreſent every elegant and re- 
fined Embelliſhment of civil Life. — The whole Collec- 
tion of Metaphors, ſeems to expreſs all thoſe Attain- 
ments, Poſſeſſions, and Excellencies, which are ſuppoſed 
to add Dignity to our Nature, or Stability to our Hopes; 
to conſtitute a Portion, in which we ourſelves may reſt 
latisfied, or a Recommendation, which may entitle us 
to the Favour of Heaven. 

Vet all theſe Things, before the Requirements of 
GOD's Law, and before the Revelation of his Righte- 
oulneſs, ſhall-be eclipſed and diſgraced. Thrown to the 
Bats, and conſigned over to Obſcurity; thrown to the 
Moles, and trampled into the Duſt. - So that in the 
Purſuit of eternal Life, none ſhall regard them ; or elſe 
regard them, only to deſpiſe them. . 


Thus, fays the Prophet a ſecond Time—To render 


the Work of Humiliation, effectual, he redoubles his 
Blow. May our whole Souls feel the Energy of his 
Vol. IV. P vigorous 
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vigorous Expreſſions ! Thus ſpall the Loftineſs of Ma 
be bowed down, and the Haughtineſs of Men ſhall be laid 
tow. All Notion of perſonal Excellency ſet aſide, they 
ſhall be baſe and vile in their own Eyes. Acknowledge 
the Impoſſibility of being reconciled by any Duties of 
their own, and place all their Confidence on the propi. 
tiating Death and meritorious Obedience of FESU; 
CHRIST. They leſs than nothing; HE all in all. 
With this important Sentiment I cloſe my Letter; not 
without an -ardent Wiſh, that it may fink into our 
Thoughts, and dwell upon both our Hearts. 


 Your's, Sc. 


LETTER V. 
On Mp. Welky's Brevity—Faith—Obedience. 


Rev. SIR, 


bene laſt, and ſeveral of your other ObjeRions 
| appear more like Notes and Memorandums, than 

2 juſt:Plea to the Public, or a ſatisfactory Explanation 
of your Opinion. They have rather the Air of a Caveat, 
than a Confutation; and we are often at a Loſs to diſcern, 


how far your Remonſtrance is either forcible or ap- 1 
pofite. 8 Mar 
Brief Negatives, kconic Aſſertions, and quick Inter- '? © 
rogatories, opened by no pertinent Illuſtrations, ſup- cot 
Ported by no ſcriptural Authority, are more likely to N 2 
a fo! 


r, ſtun, and puzzle, than to /ettle our Notions i 
'Religion, You ſeem, Sir, to have forgotten, that {i C 
Propofittons are not to be eſtabliſhed, with the fame on, 


Faſe, as Doubts are ſtarted. And therefore have Crit 
f contented 


aid 


ey 
ge 

of 
pi. 
U 


not 
Our 
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tontented yourſelf with a-Brevity, which produces but 
little Conviction, and more than a little Obſcurity, _. 

This Brevity of yours, is the Cauſe, and J hope, will 
be the Excuſe, of my Prolixity. Which, I perceive, is 
growing upon my Hands, much more than I intended. 
r you had been pleaſed to ſhew your Arguments at full 
Length, and to accompany with Proof your Gloſſes upon 
Scripture, the Reader would then have been able to 
determine the preponderating Evidence, between your- 
{elf and Apaſio. And my Trouble had been conſider- 
ably leſſened, perhaps quite ſpared. 

An Inſtance of the foregoing Remark, is the Ob- 
jection which follows. -St. Paul often mentions 4 
Righteouſneſs imputed, ſays Aſpaſio. Not a Righte- 
ce ouſneſs, ſays Mr. Weſkey; never once; but ſimply 
* Righteouſneſs,” —St. Paul mentions dJixauocurn, the 
Righteouſneſs which is imputed, both with and without 
the Greek Article. And do neither of theſe ſignify a 
Righteouſneſs ? This is a Piece of Criticiſm, as new to | 
me, as it is nice in itſelf, —Beſides, where is the Diffe- 
rence between @ Righteouſneſs, and Righteouſneſs? Is 
not every Righteouſneſs, a Righteouſneſs ? Is not every 
Perſon, @ Perſon? And every prodigious Refinement, 
a prodigious Refinement? I thought, Mr. Weſſey had 
known how to employ his Time better than in ſplitting, 
or thus attempting to ſplit Hairs. 

To what Purpoſe, Sir, 1s this exceſſive Refinement? 
Many of your Readers, I apprehend, will find it difficult 
to conjecture. For my own Part, I freely confeſs, that 
Icould not, for a conſiderable Time, diſcern your Aim. 
Nor can I, even now, diſcover any other Deſign, than 
a forced Endeavour, to exclude the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIS7'; and introduce a miſtaken Something of your 
own, to officiate in its Stead. —As the Thread of your 
Criticiſm is ſpun extremely fine, we muſt examine it 

2 with 
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with the cloſeſt Attention, But firſt let me Juſt take 
W 


Notice 4 
That Apaſio, in Conſequerice of his Obſervation, 
deduced from the Apoſtle's Language, aſks; What or 
whoſe Righteouſneſs can this be? To which Mr. Weſey f 
anſwers; * He tells you himſelf; Faith is imputed for 7 
«« Righteouſneſs.” But have you never read Aſpaſis . 
Interpretation of this Text? If not, be ſo. impartial, as 
to caſt your Eye upon the fenth Dialogue. There he MI © 
conſiders this Paſſage at large, and lays before you his ta 
Expoſition of the Words. Not impoſing it, without it 
aſſigning a Reaſon. But together with his Expoſition, Wl to 
preſenting you with the Grounds of his Opinion. If you Ml 5p 
can overthrow them, try your Strength and your Skill, pt 
They ſtand ready to receive your Attack; being, 1 {MW 7 
preſent, in full Poſſeſſion of the Field. | Gf 
However, if you will not advert to His Thoughts; = 


allow me, if J can, to penetrate hours., © St. Paul 
tt never mentions 4à Righteouſneſs, but ſimply Righte- 4 
ce ouſneſs. Thus, J preſume, you argue“ Not 
*« Righteouſneſs; that might ſeem to denote ſome real 
« Righteouſneſs ; ſome actual Conformity to the divine 
«© Law, imputed to Sinners far their Juſtification, 60 
«© Whereas, if Faith be ſubſtirared, inſtead of this real 80 
te Righteouſneſs; if Faith be all that to us, which our Ob, 
« own Obedience to the Law ſhould have been; and | 
*« which Aſpaio ſuppoſes, the Righteonſneſs of CHRIST. 
< is appointed to be; if Faith itſelf be all this to us Wl p 11 
« then we are made righteous without à Righteouſnels, 


© Something is accounted to us for Righteouſneſs, which 

« js really no fuch Thing Then we ſhall be under no of tt 
« Neceſſity of ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs of our Gro 
_ * GOD and SAVIOUR, but may eaſily be furniſhed | . 1. 
te out of our own Stock.” | = 
- Is not this, or ſomething like this, your Way of will, 


Reaſoning? Do you not, in this Manner, _—_ 
ail 
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Faith imputed for Righteouſneſs ? Not as deriving all its 
Efficacy, all its Significancy, from its moſt magnificent 
Object. But as being itſelf the Efficient of Juſtification); 
the very Thing, for which we are accepted. In Oppo- 
ſition to © the wicked and vain Commentaries of the 
« Calviniſts, which fay, that all this is reſident in 
« CHRIST, and apprehended by Faith.” 


This led me to uſe that ſingular Expreſſion — mi 
« taken Something.“ Since this is an egregious Miſ- 
take of Faith; of its Nature, its End, its Import. —Of 
its Nature. For, it is a going out of Self, and a flying 
to CHRIST, for Pardon, for Peace, and for every 
ſpiritual Bleſſing, —Of its End. For, it is ordained, to 
preclude all Boaſting. Thar itſelf may be nothing. 
That its Owner may be nothing. That the Grace of 
GOD, and the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, may be all 
in all, —Of its Import. For it ſays, according to the 
Prophet; In the LORD, not in myſelf, have I Righte- 
ouſneſs. It would expoſtulate, in the Words of the 
Apoſtle, with its over-weaning and doating Admirers; 
ye Men of Jrael, why look ye fo earneftly on me; as 
though by my own Power or Dignity, I had procured 
your Reconciliation, and rendered you accepted? The 
GOD of Abraham, T/aac, and Jacob has glorified his 
SON FESUS, and appropriated this Honour to his 
Obedience and Death. In the Matter of Juſtification, 
it is my Buſineſs, not to furniſh a Contingent, not to 
ſupply any Part, but to receive the Whole from his 
Fulneſs. 

On CHRIT's Death Sinners are to ly as the Canſe 
of their Forgiveneſs; on CHRIST”s Obedience, as the 
Ground of their Acceptance. © How does this agree 
* with pag. 58?” Be pleaſed to turn back, Sir; "and 
with a very little Attention you will perceive the Agree- 


ment. Then let me deſire you to turn inward ; and you 


will, probably, diſcern more than a little Diſingenuit ), 
93 „ 
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in your own Procedyre. Since you reſolve to ſtop your 
Ears againſt the Author's Explanation, his very parti. 


cular Explanation and Reſtriction of his own Meaning“. 


If you was examining a mathematical Syſtem, you would 
always carry in your Memory, the- leading Problems or 
introductory Axioms. If you did not, your own Judg- 
ment would blame you. And when you neglect to do 
the ſame, in canvaſſing a theological Treatiſe, does not 


your own GCanſcience's reprove you? 


Our LORD commends ſuch Kinds of 8 
only, as were exerciſed to a Diſciple, in the Name of: 
Diſciple. Here Mr. Weęſey aſks; © Is not this a Sly 
« of the Pen? Read the Paſſage, Sir; and anſwer 
yourſelf, What are our LORD's Words? Tna/much i 


ye have done it to theſe my Brethren. Have you not. then 


as much Reaſon, to charge our divine MASTER with 
a Slip of the Tongue, as to charge Aſpafio with a Slip of 


the Pen? It is undeniably plain, that he does in Fat 
commend only ſuch Kinds of Beneficence, as wa 
_ exerciſed towards his Brethren. And I preſume, you vil 


readily grant, that his Brethren, the nobler Relation, 
cannot be more extenſive than his Di Nele, the in- 


ferior. 


cc Will not our LORD then commend all Kinds of 


on Beneficence, provided, Sc. - Excuſe my. cutting 


ſhort your Speech. You are rambling from the Pont 
What CHRIST will do, 1s quite another Queſtion. 


Aßaſio neither denies, nor affirms any Thing, on thi 


* In pag. 58. Apaſio, ſpeaking of the Obedience and Death of 
CHRIST, profeſſedly declares; However, therefore, I may hap- 
«« pen to expreſs myſelf, I never conſider them, as acting in the 


% excluſive Senſe; but would alwiys have them underſtood, as 1 


« grand and glorious Aggregate. Looking upon our SAVIOUR: 


«© univerſal Obedience, which commeneed at his Incarnation; wa 
„ carried on through his Life; and terminated in his Death: 


« looking upon all this, in its colletine Form, as the Object of 1} 
“ Faith, and the F oundation of my Hope.“ 
Subject 
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subject. All that he conſiders, i is, what appears to be 
really done, in that particular Deſeription of the laſt 
Day, and its awful Proceſs. Nor will he ſcruple to 

affirm, a ſecond Time, that our LORD applauds ſuch 
Acts of Beneficence only, as were exeratied to a Diſciples 
to Believers; to his Brethren. | A 

The righteous Judge ſpecifies this Sort of Munif- 
cence, becauſe it is a ſure Indication of one begotten by 
the Word of Truth. It is a Teſt, which none but tlie 
Saints and Faithful in CHRIST FESUS will come up to. 
And a Chriſtian is moſt properly diſtinguiſned, not by 
what he does in common with others, but by the diffe- 
rent Principle from which he acts. Of this Particularity 
Apaſio takes Notice, on Purpoſe to warn, as well as to 
exhort his Readers, Exhort them, that they may 
abound in Works of Generoſity. Warn them, that 
their Works may ſpring from the right Source, Faith 
in the divine REDEEMER. 

« You are not willing to call Works of Beneficence, 
© though exerciſed to a Samaritan or a Heathen,” 
tranſient Bubbles. No more is A/pafio, in the Senſe 
and Manner, which you would inſinuate. He calls 
them ſuch, not abſolutely, but relatively. Not in them- 
ſelves, but with Reſpect to an Affair, infinitely too great 
for them to tranſact, either in whole or in Part. In 
this View (as relative to Juſtification) St. Paul calls 
them Dung, which is deſpicable and ſordid. Surely 
then Aſpaſio may call them Bubbles, which are ſhewy 
but inſignificant.— I don't call the Deſk, on which 1 
write, a mere Egg-ſhell. Yet I ſhould not heſitate 
to ſay; It is ſcanty as an Egg-ſhell, if appointed to 
tranſport an Army to the Indies; feeble as an Egg-ſhell, 
if ſet up as a Wall of Munition, a againſt a Battery of 
Cannon. | 

How muſt Chriſtians exceed the Scribes and Phari- 
fees? To this Apaſio replies. Not only in being ſin- 
fere; in having Reſpect unto all GOD's Command- 

P 4 ments; 
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ments; but alſo in poſſeſſing a complete Righteouſneſ 
Nor can this be any Thing leſs, than the perfect Obe. 
Hence of our rout MEDIATOR.—< Did our LORD 
« mean this? Nothing leſs.” —Peremptorily affirmed, 
But not fo cafily proved. —Yes, you add; © He ſpe, 
« cifies in the following Parts of his Sermon, the very 
4 Inſtances, wherein the Righteouſneſs of a Chriſtian 
« exceeds that of the Scribes and Phariſees.” He 
des ſo. But is it not an abſolutely complete Righteouſ. 
neſs, A Meekneſs, without the leaſt Emotion of Re. 
ſentment. A Purity, without the leaſt Stain of evil 
Concupiſcence. A Love, a Long-Suffering, a Perfec- 
tion, ſuch as our FATHER which is in Heaven exer- 
ciſes. Now if this does not exceed the Righteouſneſ 
of all the Chriſtians 'in the World, or if this is to he 
found in any Character, fave only in the Character of 
our great MEDIATOR, I retra&t, moſt freely retract 
my Opinion. 

The Diſcourſe relates to that Righteouſneſs, by 
which we are faved; or, by Virtue of which, we enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven *. And why, Sir, why 
will you not reſign the Honour of obtaining Salvation, 


- 0.6 zr fur nagna affeveratione pronuntiat, phariſaicam illam juftitian, 
guæ non, perfectiſſime habet integram legis impletionem, non poſſe ingredi 
regnum calorum. Suorum igitur juſtitiam wult efſe abundantiorem, 2 
e, ſus vult ad judicium Dei, afferre abundantiſſimam, pleni iam, & 
per fectiſimam Juftitiam, ut per ac propter eam poſſent ingredi regnum cæ- 
forum. Zam vero, quia in ſe non inveniunt, fide guærunt & apprehen- 
dunt in impletione legis, a Chriſto pro nobis Mafia. Vid. Cn Eu- 
NI TII Harm. Evang. p. 722. 

A truly valuable Work. In which the learned Reader will find 
many Traces of lively Devotion; many Pieces of ſolid Criticiſm; 
and many fine Views opened, to ſee more clearly the Wiſdom, 
Beauty, and tranſcendent Excellency of our bleſſed REDEEMER's 
Life. This Book is particularly eſtimable, for diſplaying with great 
Perſpicuity, and enforcing with proportionable Zeal, that diſtin- 
guiſhed Article of Chriſtianity, Faftification through the Righteouſit)3 

JESUS CHRIST, Which is, as our Author very emphatical!y 

aks, I imum evangelii Fundamentum. 


t0 


WA 
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to the moſt bleſſed IMMANUEL's Blood and Obe- 
dience? Why will you hedge up your People's Way 
to the immortal Manſions, by teaching them to depend 
upon Duties and Attainments of their own ?—Should 
any one, hearing this Doctrine, that the Law of the 
ten Commandments requires a perfect, ſinleſs Obe- 
dience; that none can be delivered from the Wrath 
to come, or enjoy eternal Life, without this unſinning, 
perfect Obedience; ſhould ſuch a one, ſtruck with 
Surpriſe and Anxiety, enquire; Who then can be 
« ſaved?” What Anſwer would Mr. Weſley give? 
The Anſwer we would make, is obvious and full of 
Conſolation. ©* No Man, by his own Performances. 
« But Salvation is to be ſought, Salvation is to be ob- 
« tained, by the Righteouſneſs of another. Even by 
« the conſummate Obedience of our LORD FESUS 
« CHRIST.” | | 
He brings this ſpecious Hypocrite to the Teſt.— 
« How does 1t appear, you aſk, that this young Ruler 
« was a Hypocrite ?”—[t appears from his Conduct. 
For, he came kneeling to our SAVIOUR, as one ſin- 
cerely deſirous of learning his Duty ; yet, when in- 
ſtructed in it, he would not perform it.—It appears 
from your own Character of him. You fay, « He 
© loved the World.” Then the Love of the FA- 
THER was not in him. That he pretended to the 
Love of GOD, is evident from his own Words. That 
he had no real Love, 1s certain from your own Ac- 
knowledgment. If Pretence, without Reality, be not 


| Hypocriſy, pleaſe to inform us, what is.—It is farther 


apparent, from your Deſcant on the Caſe. © There. 
e fore he could not keep any of the Commandments 
« in their ſpiritual Senſe.” And it is a ſure, as well 
as important Truth, that whoever pretends to keep the 
Commandments, yet does not keep. them in their ſpi- 
ritual Meaning, is a Deceiver of Himſelf; a Deceiver 


of others; a Hypocrite. 
| * Te 
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« The keeping of the Commandments, ſays Mr, 


. Maſley, is undoubtedly the Way to, though not the 
* Cauſe of eternal Life.” How then came it to paſs, 
that our LORD FESUS CHRIST, ſhould declare? 
am the Way. The Way to what? To the Favour of 
GOD ? to the Fruition of GOD; to every ſpiritua] 
Bleſſing; or in other Words, to eternal Life.—A fter 
ſuch a Claim, from ſuch a Perſon, may I not, without 
the Imputation of undue Confidence, deny your Af. 
ſertion in your own- Form of Speech? © The keeping 
« of the Commandments undaubtedly cannot be the Way 
ce to eternal Life; ſince this is an Honour, this is a 
Prerogative, which the al- glorious REDEEMER ha 
_ challenged to himſelf, 

Hence your Diſtin&ion, . the Way to, and 
the Cauſe of, appears to have no Countenance from 
Scripture. And will it not, upon a Review, appear 
to have as little Support from Reaſon? Caſt your Eye 
upon yonder Bridge. It is thrown over a deep and 
wide River. It is the Way, the only Way, whereby 
J croſs the Water, and arrive at the oppoſite Bank, 
If ſo, is it not. likewiſe the Cauſe of my ſafe Arrival 
on the other ſide? There may be, in this Caſe, other 
Caules, concomitant or ſubordinate. But the Bridge 
15 the grand one; that which every Body chiefly regards; 
and to which my Paſſage is always aſcribed, 
CHRIST therefore is the Way, the only Way, to 

Life and Immortality. By his precious Blood, and by 
his divine Righteouſneſs, we paſs the Gulph of Wrath 
and Deſtruction. By the Things which He has done, 
by the Pains which He has endured, we enter the Realms 
of Peace and Joy. Accordingly we are exhorted 1 
walt in Him; and are aſſured, that as many as walk in 
this Way, ball renew their Strength. This is, what 
the Apoſtle calls, the new and living May. This 5 


what the Pſalmiſt ſtyles, the Way everlaſting. And 
| | thouga 
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ha other Ways may ſeem right unto a Man, yet the 
End thereof are the Ways of Death. 

A Doubt, perhaps, may ariſe in the Reader's Mind, 
ſuggeſted by the Words of the Prophet; An Ebeb- 
way ſhall be there, and a Way, and it ſhall be called the 
May of Holineſs, True. The Way is CHRIST, the 
incarnate GOD, with all his Gifts, Privileges, and 
Bleflings. I ſhall be called the Way of Holineſs *. None 
can enter ind advance therein, yet continue carnal and 
unclean. All that travel this Road, renounce the hidden 
Things of Darkneſs, and do the Works of Righteouſ- 
neſs. It does not indeed find, but it aſſuredly makes, 
the Paſſengers righteous, And though Holineſs is nat 
their Way, yet it is a principal Part of their Buſineſs, 
while they walk in CHRIST. 

Aſpafio, having Occaſion to ſpeak of 4brabam's Faith, 


quotes the Words of the Apoſtle ; By Works bis Faith 


was made perfect. Which he thus explains; © His Faith 
te hereby anſwered its proper End, and appeared to be 


« of the true, of the triumphant, the ſcriptural Kind. 


* JA. xxxv. 8. Upon this Subject, Dr. Oæven ſpeaks excilently. 
« CHRIST is the Medium of Communication between GOD and 
« vs, In Him we meet; in Him we walk. All Influences of Love, 
« Kindneſs, Mercy from GOD to us, are through Him; all our 
« Returns of Love, Delight, Faith, Obedience unto GOD, are all 
« through Him. He being that one Way, GOD ſo often promiſeth 
« his People: And it is a glorious Way, Iſa. xxxv. 8. An High-way, 


* a Way of Holineſt, a Way that none can err in, that once enter it. 


© Which is further ſer forth, Ia. xlii. 16. All other Ways, all 
'« other Paths but this, go down to the Chambers of Death; They 
« all lead to walk contrary to GOD.” | 

See a Treatiſe, entitled Communion with GOD. By Joꝝ x - Own N, 
D. D. Which preſents us with the Spirit and Quinteſſence of the 
Goſpel; with the nobleſt Privileges and ftrongeſt Conſolations of 
Chriſtianity ; animating us thereby to all the Duties of holy Obe- 
dience.— Here are Pinks and Roſes in the Path. Milk and Honey in 
the Cup. Marrow and Fatneſs on the Table. In many Treatiſes, 
the Author has done worthily ; but in this, I think, he excelleth them 


« Since 
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4 Since it overcame the World, overcame Self, and 
c regarded GOD as all in all.” To this Mr. g 
replies, with the Solemnity of a Cenſor, and the Ay. 
thority of a Dictator; “ No. The natural Senſe of 
«-the Words is, By the Grace ſuperadded, while he 
cc wrought thoſe Works, his Faith was literally made 
14 perfect. ”»_—Your Proof, Sir. What have you to 
make good this Interpretation ? There is not a Word 
in the Text about Grace ſuperadded. This is not af. 
ſigned as the Cauſe. of a perfected Faith. Nay, the 
ſacred Writer expreſsly aſſigns another. By Works, 
fays St. James, his Faith was made perfect. No, ſays 
Mr. Weſiey; but by Grace ſuperadded. St. James al- 
firms one Thing; Mr. Weſey affirms the contrary; and 
who am I, that I ſhould decide between two ſuch Dif. 
putants? But I believe, the Reader will, without my 
Interpoſal, eaſily chuſe his Side. 
Perhaps you will reply ; if this is not the true Senſe, 
produce a better.—One leſs oppoſite to the natural 
Import of the Words, and the apparent Meaning of the 
Apoſtle, is already produced. Do you inſiſt upon 
another? I will then refer you to abler Judges. —Shall 
I ſend to an Expoſitor, whom you yourſelf admire? 
Dr. Doddridge thus comments upon the Text. © Hi 
ee Faith was perfected by Works ; the Integrity of it, was 
« made fully apparent, to himſelf, to Angels, to GOD,” 
hall I remit you to an Expoſitor, who can neither de- 
ceive, nor be deceived? The GOD of Glory fays; 
My Strength 1s made perfelt i in Weakneſs. Made perfect. 
How? Is there any ſuch Thing as a Super-Addition to 
GOD Almighty's Power, while He exerts it in Be- 
half of his People? This none can imagine. But it 1s 
hereby manifeſted, to their Comfort, and his Glory. 
The ſame Word is uſed concerning Abraham's Faith, 
and concerning the GOD of Abraham's Strength. Why 
then ſhould ir not be underſtood in the ſame Senſe? 
Here, it is EAI; 3 there 1 it is ee Nen. And, in both 
| 2 Places, 
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Places, it ſignifies, not * literally made perfect. 5 ; nk 
illuſtriouſly diſplayed. 

Shall I ſend you to a familiar Iluſtration! ? I view, 
from my Window, a young Tree. The Gardener, 
when he planted it, told me; It was a Fruit-Tree, a 
Pear-Tree, a right Beaute du Roy. It may be ſuch a 
Tree, and have its reſpective Seed in itſelf, But this 
did not then appear. If, when Autumn arrives, its 
Branches are laden with Fruit, with Pears, with that de- 
licious Kind of Pears ; this will be a Demonſtration of 
all thoſe Properties. This will, not make ir ſuch a 
articular Tree; no, nor make it a good and fruitful 
res but only ſhew it to be of that fine Sort, or make 

its Nature, and Perfections evident. 


St. James ſpeaks of the Juſtification of our Faith; 
thus proceeds Aſpaſio. And thus replies Mr. We/tey ; 
© Not unleſs you mean by that odd Expreſſion, our 
« Faith being made perfect.“ I mean ſuch a Perfection 
of Faith, as is mentioned above. Other Perfection I 
find not, either in Books or Men. Was Faith perfect, 
in your Senſe of the Word, Love, Joy, and ail Holi- 
heſs would be perfect likewiſe. Correſpondent to the 
Principle, would be the State of the Production. 
There would be no longer any Cauſe for that Petition, 
which the Diſciples put up; ZORD, increaſe our Faith, 
Nor for that Supplication, which you and I, fo long 
as we continue Members of the Church of England, 
muſt uſe; Give unto us the Increaſe of Faith, Hope, 
and Charity“ 


You call the Juſtification af our Faith an * odd Ex- 

« preſſion.” Ils it not founded on the Tenour of the 
Apoſtle's Diſcourſe? Is it not the native Reſult of the 
Apoſtle's Inquiry? Shew me thy Faith. Prove it to 
be real and unfeigned, Prove it by ſuch Acts, as de- 
monſtrate, you truſt in FESUS tote for everlaſting Life. 
If it ſtands this Teft, we ſhall acknowledge it to be 
e "that 


ww 
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that precious Faith, whoſe Author is GOD, and whoſe 
End is Salvation. —Is not that a Juſtification of Faith, 
which diſplays its Sincerity, and renders it without Re. 
buke ? Somewhat like this, would be reckoned a Juſtifi- 
cation of any Perſon, or of any other. Thing, and why 
not of Faith? 

Something, you ſee, Sir, may be ſaid, in Vindication 
of this Expreſſion. However, if it be thought im- 
proper; if it tend to create any Confuſion in our Sen- 


timents; or to draw off our Attention from that grand 


Idea, which is peculiar to the Word Juſtification; the 
Idea, I mean, of being made righteous before GOD. 
I freely give it up; I wil alter 1 it in my Book; and uſe 
it no more, 

He that doeth Ri — is righteous. He mani 
feſts the Truth of his Converſion, and juſtifies his Pro- 
feſſion from all Suſpicion of Infincerity—* Nay; fays 
« Mr. Waeſley, the plain Meaning is, he alone is truly 
e righteous, whoſe Faith worketh by Love.“ Your 
Expoſition may be true, and A/pa/io's no leſs true. | 
leave the Reader to determine, which is moſt exactly 
ſuitable to the Apoſtle's arguing.—He is ſpeaking of the 
Chriſtian Righteouſneſs. That which renders us righ- 
teous before GOD. That which Fleſh and Blood could 
never have diſcovered. Which therefore was graciouſly 
revealed in the Goſpel, and is the principal Subject of 


| Goſpel-Preaching. As then there were, and always 


would be, many Pretenders to the noble Privilege, St. 

Jobn lays down a Maxim or a Touchſtone, to diſtinguiſh 

the Sincere from the Hypocri te. He that uniformly 

doeth Righteouſneſs, in a Way of Sanctification; he, 

and he only, is to be acknowledged by us, as truly 
righteous by Way of Juſtification. 

Far be it from me, Sir, to be fond of Wanging 
Where you hit upon the Truth, or come pretty near 
it, I ſhall never be eager to oppoſe. On the contrary, 
[ ſhall be very deſirous to agree; and | preſerve, as much 
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as poſſible, both the Unity of Opinion, and the Har- 
mony of Affection. Vour own Interpretation ſhall take 
place. Only let your Working be the Sign and Fruit 
of a righteous State, not that which makes or conſti- 
tutes us righteous. The Righteouſneſs of fallen Crea- 
tures, is not of themſelves, but of me, ſaith the LORD. 
It is brought in and accompliſhed by HIM, whom GOD 
hath ſet forth to be their MEDIATOR and SURETY. 
So that we are made righteous, not by doing any Thing 
whatſoever, but ſolely by beheving in JESUS. Our 
Character as the Redeemed of the LORD, is, O. e wiv; 
Men, having their Exiſtence, their Subſiſtence, their 
all, by Faith. Hence it comes to paſs, that we really 
are, what the Apoſtle affirms, in the following Words; 
Righteous, even as he is Righteous. Not barely righteous, | 
as the moral Heathens, by Dint of human Roſolution. 
Not barely righteous as the reputable Jets, by the In- 
fluence of their legal Sanctions. But righteous with that 
very Righteouſneſs, which adorns, and exalts, and will 
eternally diſtinguiſh the only begotten SON of GOD. 

It remains to be enquired; M has Faith is moſt likely 
to operate, in this excellent and happy Manner ?. I 
mean, to work by Love.—Let me illuſtrate the Point 
by a ſhort Apologue; then releaſe the Reader from his 
Attention, and the Writer from his Taſk. 

A certain King had two Favourites, whom he ho- 
noured with his peculiar Regard, and enriched with a 
ceaſeleſs Liberality. They both, inſenſible of their vaſt 
Obligations, became Traitors and Rebels. Being con- 
victed of Treaſon againſt their Sovereign, he was de- 
termined to overcome their Evil with Good. Accord- 
ingly, when they had nothing to plead in their own Be- 
half, he generouſly forgave. them both. The one he 
diſmiſſed from Priſon, and ſuffered to live unmoleſted 
on his private Inheritance. The other he reſtored ta 
all his high Preferments, and public Employs. He 
adorned him again with the Robe of Honour, and ad- 

mitted 
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mitted him again into the Boſom of Favour.— Which 
of them, now, will feel the warmeſt Affection for their 
Sovereign? Which of them will be moſt ready to ſerve 
him on all Occaſions? And, if Need be; to hazard 
even Life in his Defence?—He, doubtleſs, on whom 
moſt was beſtowed. 

And is not hat Perſon moſt likely to work and obey, 
from a Principle of Love; who believes, that his divine 
LORD, has not only bore the Curſe, but fulfilled the 
Law for Him? Has given Him, not barely an Ex- 
emption from Puniſhment, but a Title to eternal Life? 
Yea; has cloathed him with his own moſt perfect and 
glorious Righteouſneſs. By Virtue of which, He will, 
ere Jong, be preſented faultleſs before the Throne of 
Judgment, and have an abundant. Entrance into the 
everlaſting Kingdom.— Will not the Faith of ſuch un- 

ſpeakably rich Grace, pacify the Conſcience, and pu- 

rify the Heart? Awaken Gratitude to our heavenly 
Benefactor, and enkindle Zeal for his Glory? Cauſe 
us to diſcharge all the Duties of our Station chearfully, 
and withſtand every Allurement to Evil reſolutely ? 

Surely, we may ſay of this Faith, what David fad 
of Goliah's Sword; There is none, there is nothing like 
#, For all theſe bleſſed Purpoſes, it is beyond Com- 
pare, and J ſhould think, beyond Diſpute, efficacious.— 
Fhat you, Sir, may know more of this Faith, and diſ- 


pute lefs againſt it, is the ſincere and fervent Wiſh of, 
Tc. 


LET: 


\ 


LETTERS TO THE REV. MR. WESLEY, 225 


ERTTER VI 
Final Perſeverance — Love of God— Poſſubility of Sal- 


vation — Repentance — Faith. — Salvation not on Con- 
ditions. 


Rev. SIR, 
A this Letter may probably be pretty long, I ſhall 


nor increaſe the Prolixity by a Preface; but enter 
upon it, without any further Introduction. 

Whoſo doeth theſe Things, ſaith David, ſhall never fall. 
Which Aſpaſio thus interprets, © ſhall never fall into 
« final Apoſtacy. —You are pleaſed to reply; © David 
« fays no ſuch Thing. His Meaning is, whoſo doeth 
« theſe Things to the End ſhall never fall into Hell.” 
—[t would be a great Wonder I muſt own, if he ſhould, 
But if he happens to fail, at ſome Times, and in ſome 
Inſtances, what becomes of him then? However, let 
you and I, Sir, be at as little Variance as poſſible. 
Where is the extraordinary Difference, between your- 
ſelf and Aſpaſio? If a Profeſſor of Religion falls into 
Hell, muſt he not previouſly fall into final Apoſtacy? 
And if he falls into final Apoſtacy, muſt he not inevit- 
ably fall into Hell? 

When you inſert the Clauſe, t the End, do you in- 
terpret? Do you not rather interpolate the ſacred Text? 
The Words of the Pſalmiſt relate to the preſent Time, 
dw y doeth, not muy? ſhall do. They contain an En- 
couragement to thoſe, who, at this Inſtant, bring forth 
the Fruits of Evangelical Righteouſneſs. The Encou- 
ragement is deduced from the comfortable Doctrine of 
final Perſeverance. It carries this chearing Import; 
* Whoſoever believes in JEHOVAH, as laying all his 
Sins upon CHRIST, and giving Him eternal Life 

Vor. IV. Q « freely; 
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\ & freely; whoſoever, from this 8 of Faith, ſin- 
ce cerely loves and willingly obeys GOD; He ſhall 
ce never fall. The Words are D Deb, He 
ſhall never be moved. A Phraſe, common among the He- 
brews, to denote the Stability of a Man's Happineſ,, 
An immoveable Thing never falls, either one Way or 
another. So, this righteous Perſon never ſhall fall; 
either into final Apoſtacy, which is the greateſt Miſery 
here; or into Hell, which 1s the conſummation of Mi- 
ſery hereafter. 

But I begin to apprehend what you mean, and of 
what you arc jealous. - Your exclamation unravels all; 
« How pleaſing is this to Fleſh and Blood!“ - Under 
F: avour, Sir, I cannot conceive, how this Dottrine 
ſhould be pleaſing to Fleſh and Blood. Fleſh and 
Blood, or corrupt Nature, is proud. Any Scheme of 
Perſeverance, to be accompliſhed by our own Strength, 
would indeed be agreeable to the Vanity of our Mind. 
But a Perſeverance, founded on the Fidelity and the 
Power of GOD; a Perſeverance, which acknowledges 
itſelf owing, not to any human Sufficiency, but to an 
Union with CHRIST; and the Interceſſion of CHRIST 
this is a diſguſting Method. This is what the natural 
Man cannot away with. You will find the Generality 
of People utterly averſe to it.—Fleſh and Blood will 
not ſubmit, either to be made righteous before GOD, 
by the imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; or to be 
made faithful unto Death, by the never-failing Faith- 
fulneſs of CHRIST. Try your Friends; try your Fol. 
lowers; try your own Heart-on this Point. 

To the humble Behever, I acknowledge, this is a 
moſt pleaſing and conſolatory Doctrine. He, who feels 
his own. Impotence; who knows the Power of his inbred 
Corruptions; and is no Stranger to the Wiles of his 
ſpiritual Enemy; he will rejoice in the Thought, that 
nothing ſuall pluck him out of his almighty REDEEM- 
ER's Hand, That his Advocate with the F _— 

2M 
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will ſuffer neither Principalities, nor Powers, nor Life, 
nor Death, nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor 


any other Creature, to ſeparate him from the Love of 


GOD.— Without ſuch a Perſuaſion, we might too truly 
ſay of the Chriſtian's Joy, what Solomon ſaid of worldly 


Merriment; I. ſaid of Laughter, it is mad; and of Mirth, 


what does it ? If he, who is to-Day baſking in the di- 
vine Favour, may before the Morrow be weltering in 
a Lake of Fire; then Joy, even Joy in the HOLY 
GHOST is unreaſonable; and Peace, even that Peace 


which paſſeth all Underſtanding, is chimerical. A 


Building without a Baſis; at leaſt, « bowing Wall, and 
a tottering Fence. | og” : 
Let us examine the Doctrine, which Mr. 7/eſey ſays, 
is ſo pleaſing to Fleſh and Blood; or, in other Words, 
to carnal People. — What is the Thing, which the 
Pſalmiſt teaches, and 4/paſio profeſſes? That the Per- 
ſons, who are deſcribed in the Pſalm “, ſhall never 
apoſtatize, from the true Faith, or from true - Obe- 
dience. Is this ſo agreeable to carnal People? Is it not 
rather unwarrantable in Mr. Waęſtey to ſuppoſe, that car- 
nal People either poſſeſs true Faith, or perform true 
Obedience, or can be pleaſed with either? Eſpecrally, 
ſince the Apoſtle aſſures us, that the carnal Mind is not 
ſubje to the Law of GOD, neither indeed can be. 
Beſides; are not the Duties, mentioned by the 
Plalmiſt, offenſive to Fleſh and Blood? Do they not 
require, or imply, the Mortification of our carnal Ap- 
petites, and the Diſcipline of our unruly Afﬀections? 


The xvth P/alm, J apprehend, deſcribes the perfect Character. 


That Perfection, which CHRIST really fulfilled; and is the Righ- 


teouſneſs, in which G0 D is well pleaſed. The Children of the 


Truth are, by the SPIRIT, led to imitate this Character, according 
to the Meaſure of their Faith. Yet ſo imperfectly, that when com- 
pared with it in their own Perſons, they have Reaſon to pray, For- 
give us our Treſpaſſet. Though, when conſidered as eloathed with 


the Fulfilment.of all-in. CHRIST, they may aſſure themſelves of Ac- 


Geptance with GOD, and an everlaſting Title to the divine Favour, 


Q_2 Can 
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Can it be a welcome Piece of News to Fleſh and Blood, 
that this Mortification ſhall take place? Inſtead of be. 
ing remitted, ſhall increaſe? And never, never be diſ- 
continued, till Mortality is ſwallowed up of Life ?—If 
ſo, the old Man which is corrupt, muſt be pleaſed with 
the Curb, and the Dagger muſt delight in its own Re- 
ſtraint, and its own Deſtruction.— Such a Paradox we 
muſt believe, before we can eſpouſe Mr. Waſſay's Notion; 
That Fleſh and Blood are pleaſed with the Doc- 
trine of a final Perſeverance in Self-denial, in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and true Holineſs. 

. Should your Repentance be ene 2 Failure, and 
« without a Flaw; I muſt ſtill ſay to my Friend, as 
« our-LORD replied to the young Ruler, One Thing 
« "Thou lackeſt. In all theſe Acts of Humiliation, you 
< have only taken Shame to. yourſelf. Whereas a Righ- 

<« teouſneſs is wanting, which may magnify the Law, and 
« make it honourable.” —Theſe are Aſpaſio's Words; 

upon which Mr. Weſey animadverts. One Thing 
thou lackeſt, the imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
« You cannot think this is the Meaning of the Text.“ 
— Neither does Aſpaſio affirm this to be the Meaning, 

He, only uſes the Words by Way of Accommodation, 
Could you demonſtrate, — our "LORD intended no 


ſuch Thing, yet the Sentence may not improperly ex- Lo 
preſs Aſpaſio's Opinion. And if ſo, be not unfit for Lo 
his Uſe. feſt 
However, let us enquire into the exact Meaning of ing 
the Text. A very little Search will yield the deſired — 
Satisfaction. Sell all thou haſt, and give to the Poor, Bil the 
and thou ſhalt have Treaſure in Heaven. Treaſure in exp 
Heaven was what the young Gentleman lacked. Could 

this be any other than CHRIST himſelf? Is not CHRIST | 
the Treaſure, hid inthe Fieldof the Goſpel? Is not CHRIST hu 1 
the Inheritance, reſerved in Heaven for us? I not 2 22 
Communion with CHRIS, and an Enjoyment of Wil =» 
CHRIST, the ſupreme Felicity of our Nature ?—David Wl 7* 


Was of this Mind, When he publickly declared ; aus 
ave 


have I in Heaven bur Thee? St. John was of this Mind, 


when he ſolemnly averred; He that hath the SON, bath 


Life. Whoever is of another Mind, has very inadequate, 


very unworthy Notions of Heaven and its Happineſs.— 


Now if CHRIST himſelf was the One Thing needed, 
ſurely his Righteouſneſs could not be ſecluded; His 
Blood and Obedience inſeparably accompany his Per-' 
ſon, He that hath the anne Hath: his Riches. 
ane. 

In Oppoſition to this Senſe, it is PRIN. "y Certainly: 
« the one Thing our LORD meant, was the Love of 


OD.“ -The Love of GOD is certainly an eminent” 


Bleſſing. Poſſeſſed, I ſhould imagine, only by thoſe, 
who have firſt obtained eternal Life, by knowing the true 
GOD, and FESUS CHRIST. But does our Love of 
GOD magnify the Law; fatisfy Juſtice; or obtain 
Heaven? Are we pardoned, are we reconciled, are we 
juſtified, on Account of our Love of GOD? The 
young Ruler wants that, which may open to him the 
Kingdom of Heaven; and that, whereby he may inherit 
eternal Life. Mr. Yeſley, ſetting aſide Pardon, Recon- 
ciation, Juſtification, together with the one perfect 
Righteouſneſs, which procures them, aſcribes all to our 
Love of GOD. And, by this Means, not to the true 


Love, ariſing from the Knowledge of Him, as mani- 


kſted in the Goſpel; as having firſt loved us, in grant- 


ing us Remiſſion of Sins, freely through FESUS CHRIST. 
—This Notion may paſs current at Rome*, not among 


the Proteſtant Churches. Our own Church has. moſt 
N diſclaimed it. Speaking of CHRIST and his 


7 The Council as Trent, by her Interpreter A»dradius, thus ex- 
preſſes herſelf; Chriftus obedientia ſua non meruit credentibus in ipſum 
ſautem & vitam eternam ; ſed hoc tantummodo meruit, quod propter ipſum 
mnfunditur nobis charitas inbærens; ut illa demum fit, que hominem Deo 
wn tantum gratum, ſed pergratum; non tantum acceptum, ſed per ac- 
wy reddat ad vitam æternam. Vid. Chemnit. Exam. Cons. Pri- 


ken. p. 146. | | 
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precious Blood-ſhedding, ſhe adds;  Whereby alas 
© we are made Partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven.“ 


ce Is the Obedience of CHRIST inſufficient to accom- 
« pliſh our Juſtification?” — Here you would correct 
both the Language, and the Doctrine. The Language: 
for you ſay, Rather I would aſk, is the Death of 
«© CHRIST inſufficient to purchaſe it. To purchaſe 
_ Juſtification, you ſuppoſe, is more proper and ex- 

reſſive, than to accompliſh. As this may ſeem a 
Strife of Words, I ſhall diſmiſs it without much Solici- 
tude. Only I would tranſiently obſerve, that to accom- 
pliſh, denotes more than to purchaſe. It denotes the 
conſtituent Cauſe; what the School-men call, the Mat- 
ter of Juſtification; or the very Thing which effects it, 


If your favourite Phraſe implies all this, let it have the 


- 


Pre-eminence. PR 
Next, you correct the Doctrine, by ſaying; «1 

ce would rather aſe, is the Death of CHRIST inſufficient 
« 1% purchaſe Fuſtificatiun? — I anſwer; if you conſider 
the Death of CHRIST, as excluſive of his Obedience, it 
is inſufficient. If you do not, there is no great Reaſon 
for your ſtarting a Doubt, where we both are agreed, 
And indeed it is ſcarce worth my while to take Notice 
of it. I will therefore return to the Diſtinction, which 
you think proper to make, between accompliſhing and 
purchaſing Juſtification, —Why, Sir, would you ſet 
aſide the former Phraſe? Does it not imply, that which 
juſtifies? That very Thing, which commends us to 
GOD? That very Righteouſneſs, in which we ſtand 
accepted before Him? Does not this Way of expreſſing 
guard moſt effectually againſt the Errors of Popery, and 
exclude all Co- efficiency of Faith, of Works, or any 
Thing elſe whateyer?—I ſaid, the Errors of Popery, 
For a Pepiſh Synod will allow; that we are not juſtified 


without the Righteouſmeſs of CHRIST, by which He 


hath mexited J uſtification for us, But declares, at the 
5 ; +29 wn 


- 
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PA Time; if - any Man ſhall bas, we are formally righ- 
teous, by that very Righteouſneſs, let him be accurſed. 
According to this, which is no very good Con- 


feſſion, the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST purchaſes, but. 
does not accompliſh ; it merits, our Juſtification, but does 
not conſtitute our juſtifying Righteouſneſs. See, Sir, 


whither your Refinements are leading you. 


The Saints in Glory, ſays Aſpaſir, aſcribe the whole. 


of their Salvation to the Blood of the LAMB, «© So do- 


« I, replies Mr. Meſey; and yet I believe, He obtained 


« for all a Poſſibility of Salvation.” —Is this Objection 
pertinent? Does A/pofio's Aſſertion contradict your 
Belief? Does it not comprize, all that you avouch, and 
much more? Is it poſſible, that Mr. MWeſſey, who is ſuch. 
a Maſter of Logic, ſhould argue in this Manner? < The. 
« Saints in Glory aſcribe all their Salvation to CHRIST'S 

« Blood; therefore He did not obtain a Poſſibility of 
« Salvation for all Men.” What a forced Concluſion 
is this! What wild Reaſoning is here! Such Premiſes, 
and ſuch an Inference, will probably incline the Reader 


to think of a Sun-Beam and a Clod, connected with 


Bands of Smoke. 


It you was determined to make this Paſſage faulty, 
you ſhould have oppoſed it with the following Declara- 
ton of your Faith; * Jet believe, that CHRIST ob- 
© tained no more than a Poſlibility of Salvation for any.“ 


Then you would have ſomething ſuited to your Purpoſe; | 


but not agreeable either to ſound Senſe, or ſound Doc- 
tine. Not to ſound Senſe. Your Poſſibility of Sal- 
vation, is if People perform the Conditions. How 
then can they aſcribe the whole Glory to CHRIST? At 
this Rate, they do a Piece of Injuftice to their own 
Refolution ws Diligence; As theſe, by fulfilling the 
Conditions, had a Hand in obtaining the Reward, theſe 
ought to have a Share in receiving the Honour. — Not 
o ſound DoFrine.—Aſpaſio believes much more than a 
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Poſſibility of Salvation by FESUS CHRIST. He be. 
heves a full and complete Salvation; according to that 
noble Text, It is finiſhed. A Salvation, not to be 
acquired, but abſolutely given, according to that pre- 
cious Scripture, GOD hath given to us eternal Life, 
Not upon ſome Terms or Pre-requiſites, but without 
any Condition at all; according to that moſt gracious 
Invitation, Fhoever will, let him take of the Water of 
Life freely. — This Ilook upon as ſound Doctrine. But 
will your Notion of a conditional Salvation, propoſed 
by Way of Bargain, and granted upon Terms, comport 
with this Gift of Grace? 

No more than 4 Poſſibility of Salvation! Ves, Sir, 
CHRIST obtained a great and a free Salvation. , Great; 
for it comprizes the Pardon of all Sin, original and 
actual; a Reſtoration to entire and unalterable Favour; 
together with a Title to everlaſting Life and Glory.— 
This 1s ſuch a Proviſion for our Happineſs, as becomes 
the immenſe Goodneſs, and inconceivable Majeſty of 
an incarnate GOD. Such as not only ſupplies our 
Wants, and fatisfies our Defires, but ſurpaſſes our very 
Wiſhes. Tranſporting us with Wonder, and filling us 
with Joy.—To accompliſh all this, we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, nothing leſs could be ſufficient, than the active 
and paſſive Righteouſneſs of HIM ; who 1s gone into 
Heaven, Angels and Authorities and Powers being made 
ſubject unto Him.—Since this matchleſs Ranſom has 
been paid; ſince theſe grand Conditions are performed; 
there is no Obſtruction from the divine Juſtice, or the 
divine Truth. All that ineffable and eternal Bleſſedneſs 
is now become free: Is granted to Sinners, to Rebels, 
to the moſt unworthy; they are allowed, yea, invited to 
receive it, to poſſeſs it, to rejoice in it as their own 
Portion: And without the Proviſo of any good Thing 
in themſelves, purely on Account of their SAVIOUR' 
all-ſufficient Work. 

I read 
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J read in ſacred Hiſtory of Eleazar the Son of Dodo the 
Abobite, one of the three mighty Men with David; how 
he aroſe, and ſmote the Philiſtines, until his Hand was 
weary, and his Hand clave unto his Sword; and the 
LORD wrought a great Viftory that Day; and the People 
returned after Him only to ſpoil. And were not theſe 
mighty Men typical, faintly typical of our almighty 
REDEEMER ? Did not FESUS alſo ariſe and work a 
great Victory? Has He not triumphed gloriouſly over 
Sin, and all our Enemies? And what have we to do, 
but only to return and divide the Spoil, and ſhare the 
Benefits of his Conqueſt ?—May we not boldly ſay? 
« My Sin is done away, becauſe CHRIST has bore. it 


« on the curſed Tree. I ſtand accepted before GOD, 


“ becauſe CHRIST has finiſhed the Righteouſneſs, which 
« renders me unblameable and unreproveable. I ſhall 
« receive the HOLY GHOST, becauſe CHRIST is 
« my Advocate; and prays the FATHER, that He 
« will give me another Comforter. This ſacred Com- 
« forter, by ſhewing me the Riches of CHRIST, will 
more and more fanctify my Nature,” To think and 


live in this Manner, is to take the Spoil aker our victo- 
rious Leader, 


Let me cloſe and confirm this Sentiment, with a 


Paſſage from that inimitable Penman, the Prophet 


Jaiab. Who, for his remarkable clear Views of CHRIST, 
may almoſt be admitted into the Number of Evangeliſts; 
and for his exquiſitely fine Deſcriptions of CHRIST, 
greatly exceeds all Orators and all Poets. Who is this 
that cometh from Edom, with dyed Garments from Bozrah ? 
This that is glorious in his Apparel, travelling in the 
Greatneſs of his Strength? ] that ſpeak in Righteouſneſs, 
nighiy to ſave.— M herefore art Thou red in thine Apparel, 
and thy Garments like Him that treadeth in the Wine Fat? 
I have trodden the Wine-Preſs alone, 4 * the People 
there was none with me. | 


The 


The Prophet, like one thrown into a ſudden Surpriſe, 


with a beautiful Abruptneſs, cries out, Nh is this? 


What extraordinary Appearance diſcovers itſelf to my 


Sight? Is it a human, or a divine Form, that I behold? 


He cometh from Edom the Country, from Bozrab the 
Capital, of our profeſſed national Enemies. Is He for 


us, or for our Adverfaries?—The firſt Queſtion ſeems 


to proceed from a diſtant and indiſtin& View. He then 
takes a nearer Survey, and deſcribes the wonderful 


Perſonage with greater Particularity. This that cometh 


with dyed Garments, like ſome terrible and victorious 


Warrior, that has ſcarcely ſheathed the Sword of Slaugh- 


ter. Who is all encrimſoned, and ftill reaking with the 
Blood of the Slain. 


The Viſion becomes clearer an clearer. I ſee Him 


(adds the rapturous Prophet) glorious in his Apparel. 


Highly graceful, as well as extremely awful. Bearing 


in his Aſpect, in his whole Perſon, in his very Dreſs, the 


Marks of tranſcendent Dignity. Travelling in the 
Greatnsſs of bis Strength. Not faint with Toil, nor 
wearied with the Fatigue of the dreadful Action; but 
like one, that is indefatigable in his Zeal, and itreſiſtible 
in his Power; and therefore till prefiing forwards, to 
new Victories; ſtill going on; from conquering to con- 


quer. 


At length, He approaches near enough, to hold a 
Conference with this devout Enquirer. One would 


naturally expect, that his Speech ſhould be like his 


Aſpect, alarming and tremendous. But Grace is on his 


Tongue, and his Lips drop Balm. 7 that ſpeak in Rigb- 
zeouſneſs : All whoſe Words are Faithfulneſs and Truth; 


an immoveable Foundation for the Faith of my People. 


That ſpeak of Righteouſneſs . Of that myſterious Righ- . 


® Pox 527 loqui conſtructa cum Be 2, notat Palſim, phrafi facra, 


hart de Fes 


teouſneſs, 


The majeſtic Object is, all this while, ebe 
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teouſneſs, which is the Delight of my FATHER, and 
the Life of the World. To bring in which, is the De- 
ſign of my Appearance on Earth, and to reveal it is the 
Office of my SPIRIT. By means of this Righteouſneſs, 
I am mighty to ſave: To fave thee; to ſave any loſt 
Sinner; to ſavo them, as with the Arm of Omnipotence, 
beyond all that they can think, even to the very utter- 
moſt. en | 31 
Here, the Prophet ſeems to be ſomewhat at a Loſs, 
and takes Leave to renew his Enquiry. If thou art 
come, not to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to ſave; Hhere- 
fore art thou red in thine Apparel, and thy Garments like 
Him that treadeth in the Wine-Fat? Theſe indicate, not 
Deliverance, but Deſtruction. Theſe are Tokens, not 
of forbearing Mercy, but of inexorable Vengeance. 
Tis true, replies the illuſtrious Hero, I have trodden the 
Wine-Preſs* ; I have cruſhed my Foes; I have trampled: 
x them 


* Trodden the Wine-Preſi.—I can hardly forbear taking. Notice of 
the great Impropriety, with which this Text and this Metaphor are 
frequently uſed by our theological Writers. They apply both to 
CHRIST, as bruiſed by his Almighty FATHER; and bearing the 
Weight of that Indignation, which was due to the Sins of Mankind. 


Nothing is more common, than to make this Text deſcriptive of his 


Agony in the Garden.—lIf indeed it had been ſaid, I am trodden in the 
Vne-Preſs, the Image might not be improper. But when it is ſaid, 
I have trodden, nothing can be more unſuitable to a State of Hamili- 
ation and Suffering. This Phraſe evidently denotes Conqueſt and 


Triumph; Enemies vanquiſhed and. totally deſtroyed. It ſhould. 


neyer therefore be applied to the agonizing, but to the triumphant 
SAVIOUR; not to FESUS * on the Ground, but to FESUS 
making his Foes his Footſtool. | | 
As I have taken Leave to animad vert upon a common Miſtake, I 
would alſo take Liberty to pay Merit its due Honour; by recom- 
mending to my Reader a poetical Verſion of this Paſlage, given us 
by Dr. Lowth, in his very elegant Work, entitled De /acra Prefs 
Hebræorum. Where he underſtands the Text, in the Senſe ſuggeſted 
above; and tranſlates it, in the very Spirit of Virgil. As the Lines 
are few, and the Book may not be in the Hands of all my Readers, 
| will preſent them with a Tranſcript, 
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them under my Feet; and Repentance was hid from my 


Eyes. But thy Enemies were the Object of mine Indig- 


nation. Sin, and Death, and Hell are the vanquiſhed 
Adverſaries. It is their Blood, that is fprinkled upon 
my Garments, and that ſtains all my Raiment.—This 
Victory I have gained, by myſelf alone. Being infinitely 
too great in my Power, to want an Aſſociate; and infi- 
nitely too jealous of my Honour, to accept of any 
Aſſiſtance. Of the People, whether in Heaven or on 
Earth, there was none with me; to afford the leaſt Suc- 


cour, or to take the leaſt Share in the glorious Work, 


The Salvation of Sinners; their Deliverance from 
Wrath, and their Redemption to GOD; is, in all its 
Parts, my Act, even mine, and mine only. Tours be 
all the Benefit; mine all the Glory. 

The Terms of Acceptance for Fallen Man, were, A 


full Satisfaction to the divine Juſtice, and a complete 


Conformity to the divine Law. *© This, ſays Mr. 
« Weſley to Aſpaſio, you take for granted, but I cannot 


ce allow.” That Aſpaſio does not take theſe Points for 


granted, I thought, even his Enemies would: confeſs. 


That he has attempted, at leaſt, to make good his Opi- 


nion, all the World, beſides yourſelf, Sir, will acknow- 
ledge. What elſe is the Deſign of Dialogue the third 


and fourth? What elſe is aimed at, in Dialogue the /e- 
venth, eighth, and ninth ? The former treat largely of the 


full Satisfaction, given to divine Juſtice. The latter 
treat ſtill more largely of the Conformity, demanded by 
the divine Law, and yielded by the divine FESUS. 


Ille patris vires indutus & iram, 
Dira rubens graditur, per firagem & fracta potentum 
Agmina, prona ſolo; proftratiſque hoſtibus ultor 
Inſultat; ceu præla novo Humantia muſto 
Exercens, ſalit attritas calcator in uvas, 

 Congeftamque ſtruem ſubigit : Cade atra recenti 
Crura madent, —__ inſperſæ 8 . 


Fage * 
Theſe 
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Theſe Things, however, © You cannot allow.” Not 
allow a full Satisfaction of divine Juſtice to be neceſſary! 
Are you not then acceding to the Socinian? Not allow 
a complete Conformity to the divine Law to be neceſ- 


' fary! Are you not then warping to the Antinomian ? 


See, Sir, how you approach the Rocks, both on the 
right Hand, and on the left. May the KEEPER of 
Jraet, preſerve yourſelf and your Followers, from ſuffer- 

ing Shipwreck !—Every one, I think, muſt allow, what 
you deny; who believes the divine Juſtice to be infinite, 
and the divine Law to be unalterable. A Juſtice, that 
will admit of any Satisfaction, leſs than complete, can 
never be deemed infinite. And if the divine Law can 
reſt ſatisfied with an Obedience that is defective, it is not 
ſo venerable as the Law of the Medes and Perſians. 


« The Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man, you ſay, 
« gre Repentance and Faith. —I muſt own, I don't 
much like the Expreſſion Terms, unleſs it be referred to 
the Mediation of CHRIST. And you yourſelf, if you 
would act conſiſtently, ſhould not be over-fond of it, 


| becauſe it is not ſcriptural. Though, for my own 


Part, I have no Quarrel againſt the Word, becauſe it is 
not the exact Phraſeology of Scripture, but becauſe I 
diſlike the Idea it conveys. Shall we treat with the 
DEITY, as free States or Sovereign Princes treat with 
each other? The one obtaining from the other, Peace or 
ſome advantageous Conceſſion, by complying with his 
Terms ? 


To confirm your Opinion, That © the Terms of 
te Acceptance for fallen Man, are Repentance and 
te Faith,” you produce the following Text; Repent ye, 
and believe the Goſpel. —Here you write, like a Man of 
Senſe; who knows, what juſt Diſputation means. You 
lay aſide your certainlies, your undoubtedlies, your un- 


queſtionadlies; an urge a Proof from Scripture.—. 
| Whether 
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Whether you rightly underſtand, and duly apply this 
Proof, muſt now be enquired. 

Repent ye, and believe the Goſpel. This may be the 
Meaning of the Exhortation. Repent; relinquiſh all 
your wrong. Notions, relating to the Way and Manner 
of finding "Acceptance with the DEITY. Believe the 
Goſpel; which opens a moſt unexpected Avenue, for the 
Communication of this Bleſſing. Which brings you 
Tidings of a Salvation, fully procured by the incarnate 
GOD, and freely offered to the unworthy Sinner.— 
The Word you know, is pelavore. Which, in its pri- 
mary Signification, denotes not ſo much a Reformation 
of Conduct, as a Change of Sentiment. 

Suppoſe it to Gignify : a Reformation of Conduct. The 
Meaning then may be as follows. Repent; forſake all 
your. Vices, and all your Follies; mortify every evil 
Temper, and renounce every evil Way. In order to 
render this practicable, Believe the Goſpel. Wherein a 
SAVIOUR. is preached and diſplayed, Who makes 
Peace for ſuch Offenders; reconciles them to GOD; 
and obtains eternal Redemption for them. This will 
ſweetly withdraw your Affections from Iniquity, and 
ſweetly attach them to the bleſſed GOD. Whereas, 
without this powerful Expedient, you will never be de- 
livered from the pleaſing Witchcraft of your Luſts. Sin 
will always have Dominion over you, ſo long as you are 
under the Law, and not under Grace.—Repentance, 
thus underſtood, is not the Condition of obtaining Salva- 
tion, but the Fruit of Salvation obtained. 

Beſides; if Repentance be a Giſt, it cannot be a Term 
or Condition. He muſt be a Stranger to the Import of 
Language, and the common Ideas of Mankind, who wil 
take upon him to affirm the latter; and he muſt be yet 
a greater Stranger to the holy Word of GOD, who will 
offer to deny the former. — Chriſt is exalted, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, to give Repentance. Not to require it, as 4 

3 Condition 


LETTERS TO THE REV. MR. WESLEY. 239 


Condition of Bleſſedneſs: but to give it, as a moſt emi- 
nent Bleſſing. Not require Repentance of fallen Man, 
who is not able to think a good Thought; but give it, 
from his unſearchable Riches; and work it, by his al- 
mighty Power. 

You fay, © The Terms of Acceptance for fallen 
« Man, are, Sc. —Methinks, I ſhould be glad to 
know, what you mean by Fallen Man. Do you mean 
as you tell us, in your Collection of Sermons) © One 
« dead to GOD, and all the Things of GOD? Having 
« no more Power to perform the Actions of a living 
« Chriſtian, than a dead Body to perform the Functions 
« of à living Man?” What Terms, I beſeech you, can 
ſuch a one fulfil? Be they ever ſo difficult, or ever ſo 
eaſy, it maketh no Difference. The Hand, ſtiff in 
Death, is no more able to move a Feather, than to re- 
move a Mountain.,—W hatever, therefore, others may 
affirm, you, Sir, cannot talk of Repentance, to be exer- 
ciſed by fallen Man; until he is quickened and enabled 
a by Fellowſhip with CHRIST, the living and Life-giving 
; Head. Unleſs you chule, either to contradict your own 
Aſſertion, That fallen Man is abſolutely dead to all 


d Good, Or elſe think proper to maintain, That the 
5 Dead may not only act, but perſorm ſome of the moſt. 
excellent Acts, and important Offices. 

* You ſhould likewiſe, Sir, if you would write correctly 


and argue forcibly, have told us, what you mean by 
G Faith. Otherwiſe, you may intend one Thing, and [ 
_ another, even while we both uſe the ſame Word. In 

tis Caſe, our Diſpute might be as endleſs, as it mult be 
m fruitleſs, 

By Faith I mean, what St. John calls, A. Receiving of 
CHRIST.- A Receiving of Him and his Benefits, as 
tiey are freely given, in the Word of Grace and Truth, 
| this, which is the Apoſtolical, be a proper Definition, 
then it ſeems not to come under the Denomination of a, 
Condition. 
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Condition. They muſt be exceſſive Refiners indeed, 
who would call my receiving a rich Preſent, the Terms 
or Conditions of poſſeſſing it. Or would eſteem my 
eating at a plenteous Feaſt, the Terms and Conditions of 
enjoying it. Is not this to ſubtilize, till ſound Senſe is 
loſt ? 

Faith, according to St. Paul, 1s a Perſuaſion, that 
CHRIST loved me, and gave himſelf for me. Where is 
any Trace or any Hint of Conditionality, in this De- 
ſcription? I don't hear the Apoſtle ſaying ; He loved 
me, provided I repent. He gave Himſelf for me, in 
caſe I think this, or do that. But He gave Himſelf for 
me, when I was ungodly, and had performed no Condi- 
tions; when I was without Strength, and could perform 
no Conditions. Thus He gave Himſelf for me, that J 
might have Remiſſion of Sins, through his Blood; and 
eternal Life, through his Righteouſneſs. —Believing 
theſe delightful Truths, and receiving theſe heavenly 
Privileges, I love my moſt adorable BenefaQor ; and 
abhor thoſe Iniquities, for which he wept, and groaned, 
and died. That Love of CHRIST, is vital Holineſs; 
and this Abhorrence of Sin, 1s practical Repentance. 
And both are the Fruits, therefore cannot be the Con- 
ditions, of Salvation by FESUS. | 

Some holy Men and excellent Writers, I confeſs, 
have not ſcrupled to call Faith and Repentance the 
Conditions of our Salvation. Yet I cannot prevail on 
myſelf to admire” or approve the Language. I fear, it 


"tends to embarraſs the ſincere Soul; to darken the 


Luſtre of Grace; and to afford too much Occaſion for 
Boaſting. 

To embarraſs the fincere Soul — F or, if I am ſaved on 
Conditions, this will naturally divert my Attention from 
the grand and all- ſufficient Caufe of Juſtification, the 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; which alone gives ſolid 

Comfort, Inſtead of delighting myſelf in the LORD 
22 
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, kEDEEMER, I ſhall be engaged in an anxious Con- 
$ cern about the ſuppoſed Conditions. Whether I have 
y performed them? Whether I have performed them 
f aright? Whether there may not be ſome latent Defect; 
8 that ſpoils all, and rendefs my Labour fruitleſs? The 

more ſerious our Minds are, and the more tender our 
it Conſciences, the more ſhall we be liable to Perplexity 
Is and Diſquietude on this Head. 


M It eclipſes the Luſtre of n are ſaved by Grace, 
d ſays the Oracle of Heaven. But if Salvation be upon 
in Conditions, it cannot be of Grace. It muſt, iri ſome 
Ir Meaſure at leaſt, be of Works. Since it depends upon 
i- working the Conditions; it is obtained by working the 
m Conditions; and the Candidate has Reaſon to look prin- 
1 cipally unto his Performance of the Conditions. They 
d are to him, by. incomparable Degrees, the moſt im- 
8 portant Point. Becauſe, without their all- ſignificant 


ly Interpoſition, every Thing elſe 1s as nothing. Even 
id GOD's everlaſting Love, and CHRIST's everlaſting 
d, Righteouſneſs, are, till the Conditions are fulfilled, but 
5; Cyphers without the initial Figure. 
e. It affords too much Occaſion for Boaſting. May I not, 
n in this Caſe, thank my own Application and Induſtry? 
They, they exerted themſelves fucceſsfully; and be- 
hold! the promiſed Reward is mine. What then ſhould 
kinder me, from ſacrificing unto my own Net, and 
burning Incenſe unto my own Drag ?—At this Door the 
Notion of Merit will unavoidably creep in. Becauſe my 
Performance of the Condition is meritorious of the cove- 
zanted Reward, So far meritorious, that the Reward is 
my Due. I may demand it, as a Debt. And it will be 
an Act of apparent Injuſtice to with-hold it.—But ſhall 
tieſe Things be ſaid unto the ALMIGHTY? Will 
theſe Things redound to the Praiſe of the Glory of his 
Grace?, Do theſe Things hide Vanity from Man; or 
conſiſt with a Salvation, that is without Money, or with» 
Ns IV. ; 8 R ous 
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out Price? Not quite 10 well, I believe, yourſelf will 
acknowledge, as the following Lines. 
Let the World their Virtue boaſt, 


Their Works of Righteouſneſs; 
J, a Wretch undone and loſt, 


oo mm R892©cc- cc... 


Am freely ſav'd by Grace: } 
Other Title I diſclaim, 7 
This, only this ig all my Plea; p 
I the chief of Sinners am, ?7 
But JESUS died for me. | K 
ce Fallen Man, you ſay, is juſtified, not by perfect ft 
* Obedience, but by Faith.“ Not by _— Obe- e 
« dience.” Ah, Sir! If you had remembered the it 
Immurability of GOD, and the Spirituality of his Law, 
you would not have challenged this Expreſſion.—“ But 01 
« by Faith.” Here, tis true, you uſe the Language pt 
of Scripture, Nevertheleſs it behoves a Watchman in is 
iſrael, to ſhew how the Language of Scripture may be E 
abuſed. Faith, you allow, is imputed to us for Righ- as 
teouſneſs; therefore (you infer) not the Righteouſneſs V 
or perfect Obedience of CHRIST. This, if you mean H 
any Thing, or would ſpeak any Thing to the Purpoſe, an 
muſt be your Way of arguing. So you would ſet Faith un 
and CHRIST's Righteouſneſs at Variance. The for- 
mer ſhall exclude the latter from its Office. Whereas, tut 
the former is only the Pitcher at the Fountain, while the 07 
latter is the very Water of Life. Is that bleſſed, glorious, Sic 
heavenly Expedient, which, received * Faith, juſtifies, Wa 
ſanctifies, ſaves. on 
According to your Goſpel, Faith will ſay to che Righ- tic: 
teouſneſs of the REDEEMER; © Depart hence. 1 Ml Sc: 
% have no. Need of thee. I myſelf act as the juſtifying ana 
cc Righteouſneſs. I ftand in the. Stead of perfect Obe- Co 
64 ence, 2 order to r N with GOD *.”=-To this tho 
« WO! 
of Theſe are Mr. 17 s Own Words, in bis Prulicaion of this Ste 


y Doctrine. See his Sermon on n the Righteouſneſs of Faith. Vol. I 
11. 


may 
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may we not reply? Was Faith then crucified for you? | 
Has Faith magnified the divine Law? Or is it by Means 
of Faith, that not one Jot or Tittle of its Frecepts pals 
unfulfilled ? | 

If Faith, in this Senſe, is imputed ſhy Righteouſneſß, 
how can you ſubſcribe that emphatical Article, which 
declares; © We are accounted righteous before GOD, 
« only for the Merit of our LORD and SAVIOUR 
« FESUS CHRIST.” Surely, Sir, you are accounted 
righteous, for the Sake of that, whatever it be, which 
ſtands in the Stead of perfect Obedience. That, what- 
ever it be, may claim the Honour; and to that Juſtice 
itſelf cannot but award the Prize. 

If your Notion be true, the Believer ought to have his 
own Faith principally in View. Whatever preſents me 
perfectly obedient before GOD, is my greateſt Good; 
is my choiceſt Portion; the beſt Foundation for my 
Hope, my Peace, my Joy. To this, therefore, ſo long 
as I know my own Intereſt, I muſt chiefly look. 
Whereas, look unto JESUS, is the Direction of the 
HOLY GHOST. Look unto his perfect Atonement, 
and complete Righteouſneſs, and be ſaved: 1s the grand 
unchangeable Edict, iſſued from the Throne of Grace. 

Perhaps, you will fay; Are not the Words of Scrip- 
ture expreſsly on my Side? Faith is imputed for Righte= 
ouſneſs. True. But is the Senſe of Scripture on your 
Side? Suppoſe, I ſhould undertake to prove, that David 
vas purged from Guilt, by the Hyſſop which groweth 
on the Wall; this you would think a wild and an imprac- 
ticable Attempt. But ſhould I not have the Words of 
Scripture expreſ.ly on my Side? Purge me with Huſſop, 
and I ſhall be clean. Yet ſhould I not have the leaſt - 
Countenance imaginable from the Spirit and Senſe of 
thoſe ſacred Writings. Has the Hyſſop, a mean 
worthleſs Shrub, any Kind of Fitneſs, to ſtand in the 
Stead of the ſacrificial Blood, and make the Atonement 
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for Sin? No more Fitneſs has Faith, to ſtand in the 
Stead of perfect Obedience; to act as our juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs; or procure our Acceptance with GOD, 

te What CHRIST has done.” — Here Mr. Weſley him- 
felf ſpeaks of what CHRIST has done. He repreſents 
it by a very magnificent Image. He Jays it as the Foun- 
dation of that firſt and moſt comprehenſive Bleſſing, 
Juſtification, In this T moſt cordially agree with him. 
Hoping, that we ſhall unanimouſly join, to defend. this 


. . OTH LISTS IEEE # os 


important Sentiment, againſt all Oppoſition ; and en- 
deavour to diſplay the REDEEMER's Work, as well 
as his Paſſion, in all its glorious Excellency. 

ce What CHRIST has done is the Foundation of our 
cc Tuſtification, not the Term or Condition.” — The 
Prophet Jaiab had other Notions of this Matter; I thou 1 
ſhalt make bis Soul an Offering for Sin, He ſhall ſee bis ( 
Seed. If is the hypothetic. Language; denotes a 8 
Term; expreſſes a Condition; on the Performance of n 
which, the MESSIAH /hould ſee his Seed; ſhould have h 
a numberleſs Multitude of Sinners, pardoned and re- ſt 
newed ; born again of the SPIRIT, and made Heirs L 
of Salvation. The grand Term, on which all thei fo 
Bleflings depend, and by which they are made ſure to th 
Behevers, is, the pouring out of the MESSIAH's Soul : 
as à Sacrifice for their Sins, and a Ranſom for their 18 
Perſons. : H 

The Foumdiiew, not the Condition.” —Methinks, D 
you ſhould offer ſome.. Reaſon for this Diſtinction. (0 
Eſpecially, ſince St. Paul aſſures us: that CHRIST is, be 
in the Work of Salvation, not this or that only, but He Tl 
is ALI. Eſpecially ſince CHRIST himſelf declares; Tl 
Jam, in that grandeſt of all Affairs, the Redemption 4 
of Sinners, the Beginning and the Ending. And well He w | 
_ ® Ja. liii. 10. DB wn BR, Si poſueris. Vocula DR walet conditi- of 
onem & S recte vertitur per fi. Patet enim clariſſime, conditionem lie Bre 


ang: cum privilegio, præſtita conditione obtinenda, VI RI. 
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e may be ſo, ſince He is, as it follows in the Text, the 
7 ALMIGHTY. 3 Fe 
| Your Meaning, I preſume, is; what CHRIST has 


. done, is a Foundation for the Influence and Significancy 
5 of our own Doings. That they, under the Notion of 
| Terms and Conditions, may come for a Share, and be 
2 his Co-adjutors in the great Work. This was the 
. Doctrine, eſtabliſhed by the Council of Trent; this 1s 
is the Doctrine, ſtill maintained in the Conclave of Rome; 
* and is, perhaps, of all their Abominations the moſt re- 


ll fined, yet not the leaſt diſhonourable to our SAVIOUR, 
It bears the greateſt Oppoſition to the Truth of his 
Ir Goſpel, and the Freeneſs of his Redemption. 
1 I have heard it inſinuated, that Mr. Weſey is a Jeſuit 
1 in Diſguiſe. This Inſinuation J rejected, as the groſſeſt 
Ph Calumny ; I abhorred, as Falſehood itſelf. I acquit you, 
4 Sir, from the Charge of being a Jeſuit or a Papiſt. But 
of nobody, I apprehend, can acquit your Principles, from 
ve halting between Proteſtantiſm and Popery, They have 
. ſtolen the unhallowed Fire, and are infected with the 
M Leaven of Antichriſt. You have unhappily adopted 
1 ſome ſpecious Papiſtical Tenets, and liſtened to the Mo- 


to WW ther of Abominations, more than you are aware. 
vl, Amidſt all your Miſtakes (and from Miſtakes who is 
NY is exempt) I verily believe, your principal Aim is, the 


Honour of CHRIST, and the Edification of Souls. 
1 Therefore I ſpeak the more freely. Was you a Bigot 
_ to Selfiſhneſs, or a Devotee to Vain-Glory, ſuch Li- 
is berty might be diſpleaſing. But I am perſuaded better 
to Things of Mr. Weſley. He has publickly declared, 
1. That “ wherein ſoever he is miſtaken, his Mind is 
© open to Conviction; and he ſincerely deſires to be 
better informed.” This is written in the true Spirit 
of a Chriſtian. To this Spirit I addreſs myſelf, Begging 
of you, Sir, with the Sincerity and Tenderneſs of a 
Brother, to conſider theſe Hints impartially, Leſt, being 
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miſled yourſelf, you miſlead. your thouſands and ten 
thouſands. 

In the mean Time, I hope, you will not take it amiſs, 
: if, to my affectionate Entreaties, I add my earneſt Prayers, 

That you, Sir, and your People, may be in the Num- 
ber of thoſe bleſſed Men, unto whom GOD imputeth Righ- 
zeouſneſs without Works. Which I take to be the firſt 
and great evangelical Privilege; as I am very ſure, it 
is the richeſt Benefit, I know how to crave, either. for 
you, or ſor your moſt, Sc. 


LETTER vi 


Danger of Errors in fundamental Points— The Charafer 
of David vindicated — In what Senſe the Righteous 
Iinneth not—T be Deans of the Law—The Righteouſ: 


0 of Chrip. 


Rev. Sin, 


ERSONS ſkilled in the Diſſection of N Bo- 
& dies, frequently mention comparative Anatomy. May 
I borrow. the Term, and apply it to Theology! I do then 
freely declare, that in Caſe you cenſured Appaſio, for 
Points of Divinity, comparatively ſmall, you fhould have 
no Oppoſition nor any Check from this Pen. 

Some People for Inſtance, are of Opinien, that the 
Belief of a Parent is conſiderably beneficial to his Chil- 
dren. That when St. Paul ſays to the anxious - Jailor; 
Believe on the LORD JESUS, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
and thy Houſe ; he promiſes ſome ſpecial Good, that 
ſhould redound to the Man's Houſhold, from his own 
Receival of CHRIST. It ſeems, indeed, that the Apoſtie 
muſt intend ſomething of this Nature; more than barely 
to * T hy Family alſo, nas they follow thy 

| Example, 
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Example, ſhall obtain Salyation with eternal Glory. If 
this were the whole of his Meaning, he need not have 
confined to the Jailor's Domeſticks, but might have 
extended it to. all the Inhabitants of Philippi. 

Such Tenets, whether admitted or rejected, affect 

not the main Point. Men may embrace which Side of 
the Queſtion they think proper, and yet be ſound in 
the Faith of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. But Errors, 
relating to hal Righteouſneſs, which 1s the one efficient 
Cauſe of Juſtification ; in which alone GOD is well 
pleaſed, and all his Perfections glorified; which is the 
only Spring of ſolid Peace, and true Godlineſs; ſuch 
Errors are extremely pernicious. Theſe we muſt with- 
ftand with Reſolution and Zeal. We may not give 
Place to their Encroachment, no, not for an Hour. 
The former may be compared to a Fly, ſettled on the 
Diſh; the Latter are more like Poiſon, mixed with our 
Food. To diſlodge that, may not be amiſs. But to 
prevent, or expel, or antidote this, is abſolutely neceſ- 
fay. In the former Number, perhaps, the Reader will 
rank your Obſervation, which follows. But as I have 
undertaken to follow you Step by Step, I muſt not diſre- 
oard 1t. 

Aſpaſio, ſpeaking of David, expreſſes a high Eſteem 
for that Hero, King and Saint. Allowing, that his 
Eſteem were carried a little too far ; where would have 
been the great Hurt, or the grievous Offence? How, 
Sir, could this have led to © unſettled Notions in Re- 


© ligion *?“ -I was inclined to anſwer your Reflec- 


tions, as the Hero himſelf anſwered his cenſorious Bro- 


ther, Is there not a Cauſe? Then paſſing on to another 


Subject, as He, perfectly Maſter of himſelf, and nobly 
ſuperior to the ATE, turned to another Perſon. But 


The Reader will pleaſe to remember, that the Pamphlet, which 
contains the Remarks under Confideration, is entitled A Preſervative 


againſt 88 Notions in Religion. 
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24s you ſeem to have injured David, and not done Ju. 


tice to the Truth, I ſhall hardly be excuſed, if I diſmiſ 
the Matter, without ſome more particular Notice, 
GOD himſelf dignifies David with the moſt exalted 
of all Characters, ſays Aſpaſio.— Far, very far from 
ce it; ſays Mr. Weſley. We have more exalted Cha. 
te racers than David's.” —W here, Sir? Shew me, in 
any of the Saints, or in any of the ſacred Writers, a a 
more deyout, or a more divine Spirit, than that which 
breathes in the Pen-Man of the Pſalms. For my own 
Part, I know nothing ſuperior to it, in any Author, or 
in any Language. Neither can I conceive a more ex- 


alted - Character, than the Character given of David, 4 


Man after GOD's own Heart. If GOD be an unerring 
Judge, if his Approbation be the infallible Standard, 
this Deſcription muſt expreſs the moſt conſummate 
human Worth. Say whatever you will of a Perſon, 
it does not, it cannot, exceed this moſt illuſtrious Teſ- 
timony. 

« But this is faid of David in a particular Reſpect. ' 
—Ay! Notwithſtanding the HOLY SPIRIT has 


declared concerning him; A Man after mine own Heart, 


who ſhall perform all my Will. If you was 'expoundin 
this Text, would you think it right to ſay? He 54 
perform all my Will, that is, he ſhall ſerve me in home 
particular Reſpect.— ec It was not ſaid with Regard to 
& his whole Character. ”” No! Not when the SPIRIT 
of Inſpiration has borne this Witneſs to David; his 
Heart was perfect with the LORD his GOD. Could 
his Heart be Perfect, yet not influence his whole Con- 


duct: 2 < But! it was ſaid in the ſecond or third Year of 


. Saubs Reign.” "Therefore it was not applicable ta 
him, during the future Years of his Life. This is the 
Inference you would draw. But can you really chink 
it a juſt one? Or would you call ht Perſon, a Man 
after GOD 's own Heart; who is ſingularly = 
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the Days of his Youth, hut ſwerves and declines in. 
nis advanced Age? 

Notwithſtanding all theſe Remonſtrances, you pufh 
Matters to the utmoſt, As though it was a Point of 
the laſt Importance, to 'prove David an errant Back- 
ſlider. With this View, you add; But was he a Man 
« after GOD's own Heart, all his Life, or in all Parti- 
cc 1 So far from it, that! Stop, Sir, I beſeech 

And, before you ſpeak unadviſedly with your 
Lin hear what the LORD himſelf replies, to both 
your Interrogatories; Daviq did that which was right 
in the Eyes of the LORD, and turned not aſide from 
any Thing that he commanded him, all the Days of bis 
Life, ſave only in the Matter of Uriah the Hittite. Surely 
you was not aware, that ſuch Things are written in the 
Book of GOD. Otherwiſe, you would not have con- 
tradicted them, with ſo much Boldneſs. I will, there- 
fore, put the moſt charitable Conſtruction upon your 
Procedure, and ſay with the Apoſtle; I ot, that through 
lnadvertence you did it. | 


There is uot a juſt Man upon Earth, that fometh not, 
is a Text quoted by Appaſio. Upon which Mr. Veſley 
obſerves; © Solomon might truly ſay ſo, before CURIST 
« came.” According to this Inſinuation, what Solomon 


ſaid in his Proverbs and other Books, was ſaid only 
by a ſhorted-ſighted Mortal. Who might adapt his 


Inſtructions to the preſent Oeconomy; but vas not able 


to plan a Syſtem of Morals for Futurity, Whereas, I 
always ſuppoſed, that his Writings were dictated by 
that infinitely wiſe SPIRIT, before whom all Fimes 
are preſent, and to whom all Events are known. Agree- 
ably to this Suppoſition, St. Paul informs us; That 
whatſoever Things were Written afore-time, whether by 
Solomon or any other Prophet, ere written for aur 
Tearning.—No; ſuggeſts Mr. Weſley. Here is ſome- 
3 Written, which appertains not to us Chriſtians. 
| Wa 
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We are above it.—Are you ſo? Your Reaſon for theſe [ 
lofty Apprehenſions? Why © St. John affirms, * 7 
et ever is born of GOD, finneth not. | S 

True; he finneth not habitually. It is not his cuſ. C 
tomary Practice. Thus the Paſſage is explained by V 
another Apoſtle; Sin, though it may make Inſurrection, th 
does not reign in his mortal Body. Though it may af. 


fault him, yet it has not Dominion over bim.— pl 
Again; He nneth not, is the ſame Way of ſpeak- fu 
ing, and to be underftood with the ſame Limitation, Cc 
as that Text in Fob, HE giveth not Account of any of Ml be 
his Matters. How, Sir, would you interpret theſe b. 
Works? It is undeniably certain, that ſometimes GOD 9 
giveth Account of his Matters. He gave it to Abra- Cc 
bam, when Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Cities about Fa 
them, were to be deſtroyed with Brimſtone and Fire n 
from Heaven. You would therefore, I preſume, in of 
ſome ſuch qualified Senſe expound the Paſſage ; © He T 
te giveth not Account; it is not his ufual Way. Not a al 
« cuſtomary Procedure with the ſupreme Diſpoſer of T 
<« Things. He generally requireth his Creatures to nc 
« tranſact with Him upon Truſt. To give themſelves v 
« up, with an implicit Reſignation, to the Veracity of | 
te his Word, and the good Pleaſure of his Will.” —The ha 
Harmony of Scripture, and the Neceſſity of the Caſe, 15 
call upon you to give the ſame Expoſition of the Text 5 
before us. Ie 
I faid, the Neceſſity of the Caſe. For, you will 90 
pleaſe to obſerve; the Thing affirmed, is affirmed in 90 
ſuch a Manner, that it muſt be applied to every indi- => 
vidual Chriſtian, and at the very Inſtant of his com- N. 
mencing a true Chriſtian. The Apoſtle ſays not, a all 
Saint of the firſt Rank, but wwhofoever. He ſays not, lon 
After ſuch a one has been, for a confiderable Time, me 
born of GOD; but whoſoever is born, is but juſt en- ta 


tered upon the deſirable State, finyeth not. The Cha- 
racter belongs to the very weakeſt Believer. The 
h Deſcrip- 
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Deſcription 1s ſuited even to Babes i in CHRIST. To ſup- 
pole, therefore, that it implies an entire Freedom from 
Sin, Infirmity and Defect; is to ſuppoſe, that all the 
Children of the Regeneration, are born in a State of 
Manhood; or rather, are more than Men, even while 
they are Infants of a Day. 

Our Senſe of the Paſſage is free from this Impro- 
priety, yet gives no Countenance to Immorality. Who- 
ſe ver is born of GOD finneth not. He does. not, he 
cannot ſin, like the Devil, or one actuated by the dia- 
bolical Nature. This Interpretation is rendered pro- 
bable, by the Apoſte's Antitheſis ; He that committetb 
Sin is of the Devil. It 1s rendered neceſſary, by the pre- 
ceding Remark, and by the Experience of Chriſtians. 
—The Text, thus interpreted, is applicable to the Babe 
in CHRIST, as well as to the Adult. Though either 
of them may fall, through the Violence or Surpriſe of 
Temptation, yet neither of them can live and die in 
allowed Iniquity, whether of Omiſſion or Commiſſion. | 
They cannot have a ſettled Love to any known Sin, 
nor can they commit it with the full Conſent of their 
Will. 

Solomon, when he uttered thoſe humbling Words &, 
had his Eye upon what you ſomewhere call, © the in- 
25 conceiveable Purity and Spirituality of the ſacred Pre- 
* cepts.” Upon that univerſal Obedience which they 
require, in every the minuteſt Inſtance.— That we do 
nothing, great, or ſmall, which they forbid. Leave 
nothing undone, in Heart or Life, which they enjoin. 
That we do alt this, in the moſt perfect Degree. 
Net only ſerving the LORD, but ſerving Him with 
all our Strength. Not only loving our N eighbour, but 
loving him as our own Soul. Ever exerciſing the ut- 
moſt Regularity of Affection and Deſire; ever main- 
taining. the utmeſt Rectitude of Temper and Thought. 
—[f you alſo, Sir, had your Eye fixed h che fame 


* Ecel. vii. 20. 
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Law, as it delineates and demands this “ inconceivable 
FE Purity and Spirituality; you would not ſcruple to ac. 
quieſce in the wiſe Man's Confeſſion, nor think much to 
adopt it as your own. You would acknowledge it calcu- 
lated, not only for the Moſaic Era, and Meridian of 
Judea, but for all Times and all Places; till thoſe new 
Heavens, and that new Earth appear, wherein dwelleth 
conſummate Righteouſneſs. 
In many Things wwe offend all. © That St. James does 
« not ſpeak this of himſelf, or real Chriſtians, will 
« clearly appear to all, who impartially conſider the 
% Context,” —I wiſh, Sir, you had made this appear 
to one; even to him, whom you honour with this Ad- 
dreſs. Then I ſhould not have been obliged to aſk; 
Of whom ſpeaketh the Apoſtle ?—He ſays, My Brethren, 
Does not this imply true Believers, and real Chriſtians? 
— He fays, We teachers*. Does not this comprehend 
himſelf, and deſcribe his Office ?—He adds, We all. If 
he himſelf, and real Chriſtians, are not included in this 
moſt comprehenſive Clauſe; I would deſire to know, 
in what Terms they could poſſibly be compriſed.” 
According to this Interpretation, the Arguing 1s juſt, 
and the concluſion forcible. As though he had faid,— 
My dear Brethren ; though you are truly converted 
« to Chriſtianity, yet do not unadvifedly engage in 
et the arduous and awful Work of the Miniſtry. Re- 
«© membering, that we Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſhall 
cc "DE ſubject to a ſtricter Judgment , than Chriſtians 
« in ordinary Life; and if, upon Trial, we are found 
« faithleſs, ſhall receive a heavier Condemnation f.— 
e The Danger, let me add, is very confiderable. Be- 
“ cauſe, ſuch is the Frailty of our mortal State, that 
« the very beſt among us, and thoſe converſant in 


„The Original is, not avpiUð Maſters, but &:02o»an Teachers. 
F Judgment, Condemnation—The Word »pjpa may be taken in 
bot theſe Significations. 
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« ſacred Things, cannot always walk uprightly; but, 


« in many Inſtances, we trip, we ſtumble, we offend.“ 

Whereas, if neither the Apoſtle himſelf, nor real 
Chriſtians, be meant; I can ſee no Propriety, nor Force 
in the Reaſoning, Nay; I can ſee no Reaſoning at 
all; though the illative Particle for evidently requires 
it. Nothing but a moſt infipid and frivolous Aſſertion. 
« For, in many Things, we that are not real Chriſtians, 
« offend.” Is this a Diſcovery, worthy of Apoſtolical 
Wiſdom ? Is this all, that the inſpired St. James meant 
to declare? You and I could have told him and his 
People a great deal more. Whoſoever is not a real 
Chriſtian offends, not in many Things only, but in every 
Thing. To fuch a one nothing is pure. His Mind 


and Conſcience are defiled. His whole Life is Sin. 


We have examined this Objection, as it ſtands in itſelf. 
Let us now take a View of it, as it may appear in its 
Conſequences.— In many Ihings we offend all, © The 
« Apoſtle ſpeaks not of himſelf, nor of real Chriſtians.” 
What fine Work would our Adverſaries make wich the 
Scriptures, if we ſhould allow them Mr. Weſley's Li- 
berty of Interpretation! Tell a Pelagian, that all Man- 
kind is depraved. Prove the univerial Depravity, by 


that abaſing Text; All we, like Sheep, have gone aſtray. 


How eaſily may he reply; All we, does not mean all 
Mankind. The Prophet ſpeaks not of himſelf, nor of 
virtuous Perſons. But only of profane People, and 
Men of the baſer Sort. —Tell an Arian, that our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST is very GOD. Confirm the glorious 
Truth, by that moſt cogent Text; In HIM dwells all 
the Fulneſs of the GODHEAD. The Heretic has no- 
thing more to do, than, in Mr. Weſieys Manner, to 
anſwer ; Al Fulneſs does not mean all the divine Per- 
fections, but only ſome Pittance or Portion of them. 
Dear Sir, whenever you are diſpoſed to criticiſe again, 


let me beſeech you to conſider a little, the Import of 


Language, and the Conſequences of Things. 1 
10 | a 
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Had the Words been, In many Things we offend, you 
might, by diſregarding the Context, have borrowed 
ſome' ſlight ſeeming Countenance for your Criticiſm 
from Verſe the ninth. Where the Apoſtle is ſuppoſed 
to perſonate the Wicked, Therewith curſe we Man. But 
in the Place under Conſideration, he enlarges the Sen- 
timent, and ftrengthens the Language. Though free 
from that particular Crime, he was not free from this 
general Charge. Here therefore he ſpares not himſelf. 
He takes Shame to himſelf, And teaches the moſt 
upright of the human Race, to plead guilty before their 
Judge. We the Servants of GOD; we the Ambaſh. 
*dors of CHRIST; we all not one excepted—in many 
Things offend. —Where then could they, and O! where 
can you and 7, look for our Perfection; but only in 
our divinely gracious SURETY, BRIDEGROOM, 
HEAD? There let us ſeek it, where ſome excellent 
Lines (whoſe Author you may EY _—y have 
taught us to find it. 


Now let me climb Perfection's Height, 
And into nothing fall; 

Be leſs than nothing in thy Sight, 
While CHRIST is all in all. 


In the Paragraph which begins, O Children of 
* Adam, you don't diſtinguiſh what the Law is made 
to tpeak, according to a new Scheme of Divinity; and 
what it really does ſpeak to true Believers, on the Prin- 
ciples of the Goſpel. Give me Leave, to rectify your 
Miſtakes ; and to point out the Manner, in which you 
ſhould have expreſſed yourſelf. 

To reftify your Miftakes—You ſuppoſe the Lau, 
upon Aſpafio's Plan, ſpeaking to this Effect. 0 
© Children of Adam, you are no longer obliged to 
« love the LORD your GOD with all your Heart.” 
Indeed you are. The Obligation remains, and is un- 


. Ne ſeipſos quidem excipiunt Apoftols. BENGEL. in loc. 
| alterable. 
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alterable. But it has been fully ſatisfied, as the Con- 
dition of Life and Immortality, by the Believer's glo- 
rious SURETY.—< Once I inſiſted on abſolute Purity 
« of Heart. Now TI can diſpenſe with ſome Degrees 
« of Evil Deſire.” No fuch Thing. Every Degree 
of Evil Deſire I condemn with inexorable Rigour. But 
every ſuch Offence has been thus condemned, and thus 
puniſhed, in the Fleſh of your crucified LORD.— 
« Since CHRIST has fulfilled the Law for you, you 
« need not fulfil it.” Rather, you need not fulfil it, in 
order, to. the Juſtification of your Perſons, or to obtain 
eternal Life and Glory. This, to you the greateſt of 
Impoſſibilities, has been performed in your Behalf, by 
a MEDIATOR and a REDEEMER, to whom no- 


thing is impoſſible. —<- I will connive at, yea, accom- 


modate my. Demands to your Weakneſs.” Not this, 
but what is much better. I ſee no ſinful Weakneſſes 
in you. Becauſe, they are all covered“ with the re- 
ſplendent Robe of your SAVIOU R's Righteouſneſs. 
Therefore, I no longer curſe, but bleſs you, and ſign 
your Title to everlaſting Happineſs. —Thus the Enmity 
of our Nature is ſlain. Thus the Precepts, even tlie 
ſtricteſt Precepts, become amiable and defirable. We 
love the Law, which, through our dear REDEEMER, 
is no longer againſt us, but on our Side. Is a Meſſenger 
of Peace, and bears Witneſs to our Cen in 
( 

The Manner, in which you ſhould have expreſſed Jour = 
/if—This is what the Law ſpeaks, according to //- 
paſto's Doctrine. “ O Believers in CHRIST, IJ am, 
« like my divine Author, conſummate and unchange- 

4 

* P/al. xxxii. 1. BEN i is he, whoſe Iniquities are covered. Upon 
this Text St. Ferom very ingeniouſly, and very comfortably deſcants; 
Yuad tegitur, non widetur ; quod non videtur, non imputatur; quod non 
inputatur, non punierur. That which is covered, is not ſeen; that 


which is not ſeen, is not imputed ; that which is not imputed, ſhall - 
not be pauſed. 


cc able. 
2 4 
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te able; I did require, I do require, and ever ſhall re- 
te quire perfect Love to GOD; perfect Charity to your 
« Neighbour; and perfect Holineſs; both in Heart and 
« Life. Never abating one Tittle of theſe my Require. 
* ments; I ſhall denounce the Curſe upon every Diſo- 
ec bedience; upon the leaſt Departure from abſolute Per. 
ic fection.— But this is your Comfort, Believers ; that the 
« Curſe is executed upon your moſt holy SURETY, 
c This is your Comfort, Believers ; that my Precepts 
te have been fully obeyed by FESUS your SAVIOUR. 
« As this was done, in your Nature, and in your Stead, ] 
cc am ſatisfied, and you are juſtified. Now, though ] 
« can never diſpenſe with any Fault, nor connive at 
tt any Infirmity ; yet I behold all your Faults laid upon 
ce IMMANUEL. . I behold all his Righteouſneſs put 
tc upon you. And on his Account, I acquit you; I 
« accept you; and pronounce you righteous “.“ 
This is the Language of the Law to the Faithful, 
as they are in CHRIST FESUS. This is the Spirit of 
Afpaſio's Converſation with his Friend Theron. The na- 
tive Tendency of this Doctrine, and its powerful Agency 
in producing true Holineſs, are profeſſedly diſplayed in 
the tenth Letter ; and not obſcurely hinted, in various 
other Places. If you can prove, that it has a contrary 
| Tendency; you will prove, that the Grace of GOD 
does no longer teach us to deny, but prompt us to com- 
mit Ungodline/ſs. An Attempt, in which, with all my 


*I think it is no Miſrepreſentation, to ſuppoſe the Law ſpeaking, 
in this Manner, to the Believers.—Becauſe, to them all Things are 
Become new. Conſequently, the Voice of the Law is new.—Becauſe, 
all Things are theirs. If ſo, the Sentence of the Law is theirs. Not 
to overwhelm them with Confuſion, but to make them joyful through 
Hope.—Becauſe, this is the Language of the almighty LAWGIVER, 
to the Redeemed of the LORD FESUS; and ſurely the Law will 


not jar, but harmonize with its Author, ſaying; How fall J caſe 


whom GOD hath nat curſed? Or how ſhall I defy, whom the LORD 
bath not defied ? 5 9 | 
on Eſteem 
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Eſteem for your Perſon, and Deference to your Abili- 
ties, I cannot wiſh you GOD fpeed. 


e Does the Righteouſneſs of GOD ever mean (as you 
« affirm) the Merits of CHRIST? Where do I af- 
firm this, Sir? Be pleaſed to produce the Paſſage. At 
leaſt refer us to the Page. —A/pafro, in the Place which 
offends you, ſpeaks of what CHRIST has done and ſuf- 
fered; of his active and paſſive Obedience. Theſe 
Expreſſions you change into The Merits of CHRIST.” 
Which, being an ambiguous Phraſe, may ſerve to per- 
plex the Cauſe, rather than clear up the Difficulty. 
Give me'Leave, therefore, to reſtore Maſo 70s Words, 
and to ſtate the Queſtion fairly. 


« Does the Righteouſneſs of GOD ever ſignify the 
« aftive and paſſive Obedience of CHRIST?” To this 
Mr. Weſley replies, © I believe not once in all the Scrip- 
© ture.” —Why then, Sir, do you not diſprove, what 
Aſpaſio has advanced, in Support of this Interpretation? 
You believe one Thing: He believes another. And 
there is this {zHe Difference, in the Ground you reſpec- 
tively go upon. He appeals to Argument, and Scrip- 
ture. You reſt the whole Matter, upon this ſingle 
Bottom, © I believe ſo.” 


You proceed“ It (that is the Righteouſneſs of 
© GOD) often means, and particularly i in the Epiſtle 
© to the Romans, GOD's Method of juſtifying Sinners.“ 


—Juppole, I ſhould ſay, in my Turn; This Phraſe 


never means, no, not in the Epiſtle to the Romans, 
GOD's Method of juſtifying Sinners. I ſhould then 
argue in your own Way. Bring a Shield, ſuited to your 
Sword. Juſt as good an Argument to defend, as you 
have brought to deſtroy my Opinion. What would the 
judicious Reader ſay, on ſuch an Occaſion? Would 
of not ſmile, and cry; © A r Pair of . 
truly!“ 


Voi. TV; -- | S But 
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But let me aſk; Does the Holineſs of GOD ſignify 
his Method of ſanctifying Sinners? Does the Wiſdom 
of GOD ſignify his Method of making Sinners wiſe? 
This no Mortal has ſuſpected. This you yourſelf will 
hardly venture to aſſert. Why then ſhould we take 
your Word, when, without aſſigning the leaſt Reaſon, 
you dictate and declare The Righteouſneſs of GOD 
« means his Method of juſtifying Sinners ?””—You muſt 
pardon us, Sir, if we prefer St. Peter's Judgment. His 
Judgment, in that memorable Paſſage; bo have ob. 
tained like precious Faith in the Righteouſneſs of our GOD, 
even of our SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST. This Sen- 
tence is a Key to all thoſe Texts in the New Teſtament, 
and many of thoſe in the Old, which mention the Righ- 
teouſneſs of GOD. Here, it neceſſarily ſignifies the 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; becauſe, none elſe is our 
GOD and SAVIOUR. Here, it confeſſedly ſignifie 
the Object of juſtifying Faith. Which cannot be the 
eſſential Righteouſneſs of an abſolute GOD, but muſt 
be. the vicarious Righteouſneſs of an- incarnate GOD, 
And why ſhould you ſcruple to call the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST. the Righteouſneſs of GOD ? Since his Blood 
is called the Blood of GOD. His Life, which he laid 
down for us, is called- the Life of GOD. And he 
himſelf, as the Author of our Salvation, is called FEH0- 
YAH (or GOD ſelf-exiſtent and everlaſting) our Righ- 
reouſneſs. 

Ic is poſſible, you may produce ſome e 
of Eminence, who coincide or have led the Way, in 
this your Interpretation. But may we not aſk them, a 
well as yourſelf, -on what Authority they proceed - 
this the plain and natural Signification of 'the Words! 
No, but an apparent Force upon their natural Import.— 
Does this tend to fix and aſcertain the Senſe of ti 
Paſſage? No; but it gives the Paſſage ſuch a rambling 
Turn, as will accommodate itſelf ro the Sentiments df 

Arianz 
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Arians or Socinians, Arminians or Papiſts.—Is this re- 
concileable with the Tenour of Scripture ? He hath made 
HIM to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that we might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in Him. Make a Trial of 
your Interpretation upon this diſtinguiſhed Text. See, 
hi it will accord with common Senſe, or the Analogy 
of Faith. That we might be made the Righteouſneſs of 
GOD; that is, “ That we might be made GOD's 
e Method of juſtifying Sinners.” Can you yourſelf, 
Sir, upon an impartial Review, be pleaſed with ſuch 
Interpretations of ſacred Writ ? 

How much more noble, and how much more com- 
fortable, is the eaſy and obvious Senſe; which the 
Words, in a moſt beautiful Climax, afford! He madé 
CHRIST, who was perfectly free from Sin, both in 
Heart and Life; GOD made Him to be Sin, juitly 
chargeable with it, and juſtly puniſhable for it. That 
ve, who are full of Sin, both original and actual, might 
be made righteous—and not barely righteous, but 
which is a much ſtronger Expreſſion) Righteouſneſs 
iel yea, that we might be made, what exceeds all 
Parallel, and paſſes all Underſtanding, the Righteouſneſs 
if GOD*. Might have that very Nighteoufneſs for our 
Juſtification, which the GOD of all Perfe&ion, uniting 


St. Chry/oftom expounds the important Paſſage, in much the ſame 
Manner, His Words are worthy; not only to be copied in a Note, 
but to be written on our Hearts. IIe. Taula Ayo, Wor rade 
fag Mn. res; Tor yag Sirawr, Qrow, tfromre epaflunoy, we Te; 
auf Wonen Male. Mannen oO uit eg 11991v, WMA © o g 
v. Ov yag Zip eb, PN d iln n wool. Ov yag te, 7977) 
duaflohcu, GAN avaplias. Iva ia 1 yoda, ex une, $x259%, a 
lxawoum, x Ot Inawovum. What Words can e preſs or what 
Thoughts can conceive, the Greatneſi of theſe. Things; He made tht 
RIGHTEOUS ONE a Sinner, that He might make wretched Sianert 
righteous. This, though marvelouſly great, is not all. Thi Ward is net 
n the Concrete, but in the Al/tradts, He made the FUST ONE, not a 
7h ha Sin; that abe might be made, not righteous only——but Righte- 
whe itſelf—yea, the Righteouſmgs of GOD. © a 

| 2 Himfelf 
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Himſelf to our Nature, wrought, finiſhed, and infinitely 


enobled. 

Mr. Samuel Clarke, in his Annotations on this Verſe, 
on Rom. i. 17. on Rom. x. 3. writes in the ſame v 
and unſatisfactory Manner as yourſelf, I could mention 
another celebrated Commentator, who leans to this 
timid and trimming Scheme. I ſpeak thus freely, be- 
cauſe I look upon the Article of Juſtification through the 
Righteouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR, to be the 
ſupreme diſtinguiſhing Glory of Chriſtianity. Becauſe, 
I conſider it as the richeſt, incomparably the richeſt 
Privilege of the Chriſtian. To have a Righteouſneſ— 
a conſummate Righteouſneſs—the very Righteouſach 
of the incarnate GOD—dignified with all the Perfections 
of the divine Nature—to have this Righteouſneſs im- 
puted for our Juſtification! Matchleſs, mconceivable 
Bleſſing! This: fills the Believer's Heart, with inex- 
preſſible Comfort and Joy. This diſplays the Grace of 
GOD, in the moſt charming and tranſporting Light, 
This conſtitutes the moſt engaging Motive to Love, to 
Holineſs, and to all willing Obedience. 

Let us not then treat of it, in ſuch diluting Terms, 
or in ſuch a compromizing Strain, as ſhall defeat the Effi- 
cacy of the heavenly Cordial, or deliver up the precious 
Depoſitum to the Enemies of the Goſpel. Let us rather, 
ya clear and full Manifeſtation ef the Truth, of this 
capital and leading Truth eſpecially, commend ourſetves 
to every Man's Conſcience, Their Humour may diſlike 
it, their Prejudice may reject it; but their Conſcience, 
whenever it awakes, and gains the Aſcendant, wilt 
embrace it ; will cleave to it; and rejoice in it. 

But ſtay. Let me proceed cautiouſly. Not triumph 
immaturely. You rally your Forces, and prepare for a 
freſh Attack. Aßpaſio tells his Friend; That the Righ- 
tevuſneſs of GOD, ſignifies a Righteouſneſs of the molt 
Kkuper-eminent Dignity, Such as is worthy to be mm 

2 ! 


« tt... AM... 


D 


LETTERS TO THE REV. MR. WESLEY. 255 


— pa 


by his Name, and may juſtly challenge his Acceptance. 
To this you reply, © I cannot allow it at all.” —Apafio 
ſupports his Opinion by Scripture, by Reaſon, and by a 
very re ſpectable Authority. All which Mr. Weſley 
would confront and overthrow, by that one irrefragable 
Proof, © I cannot allo it at all.” —Surely, ſaid I upon 
reading fuch controverſial Triflings, delivered with the 
Air of Oracular Reſponſes; ſurely this Letter muſt have 
ſtolen its Way into the World, It was deſigned as a 
Preſervative for Mr. Weſtey's private Societies only. 
It could never be intended tor public View, and general 
Examination. Since every Reader is treated, not as his 
Judge, no, nor as his Equal, but as his Pupil. Not as 
one, that is to be addreſſed with Argument, and con- 
vinced by Reaſoning, but as a tame Diſciple, that is to 
acquieſce in the great Preceptor's folemn © say $0.” 
To your next Paragraph I have no material Objection. 
I might indeed complain of an unfair Quotation. But J 
ſhall only obſerve, that you would diſcard the Expreſſion, 
Inputation of Righteouſueſs, and inſert in its Stead, Inte- 
reſt in CHRIST. You had not always, Sir, ſuch an 
Averſion to the Phraſe imputed. Witneſs that Stanza 


jn one of your Hymns, 


Let Faith and Love combine 
To guard your valiant Breaſt, 
The Plate be Righteouſneſs divine, 
Imputed and Impreft. 


However, in this Place I am willing to gratify you. 


Becauſe, it will be difficult to ſhew, how a Sinner can 


have. a real Intereſt in CHRIST, in what he has done 
and what he has ſuffered, any other Way, than by Im- 
putation, I am willing to gratify you, provided you do 
not entertain that ſtrange Conceit, of an incomplete Inte- 


reſt, or an Intereſt'in Half the REDEEMER. But 


look upon the Holineſs of his Nature, the Obedience of 
his Lite, and the Atonement of his Death, as the one 
MJ undivided 
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undivided ineffable Treaſure, in which every believing 
Sinner is intereſted. As that which is the all- ſufficient 
_ Cauſe of his Juſtification; rendering acceptable, firſt his 
Perſon, then his Performances; and, at the laſt, intro- 
ducing him, with Dignity and T riumph, into ever. 
laſting Habitations. 
Here I lay down my Pen; unleſs you will permit me 
to relate a little Piece of Hiſtory, not foreign to your laſt 
Sentiment.—A certain General, happened to obſerve a 
common Soldier diſtinguiſhing himſelf, on the Day of 
Battle, with uncommon Activity and Courage. Deter- 
mined to reward Merit, wherever | it was found, he ad- 
vanced the brave Plebeian to a Captain's Poſt, Who 
had not long enjoyed the Honour, before he came to 
His Benefactor, and, with a gejected Countenance, 
begged Leave to refign his Commiſlion. The Genera, 
ſurpriſed at ſuch an unexpected Requeſt, aſked him the 
Reaſon. Your Officers, ſaid the Petitioner, being 
Gentlemen of Family and Education, think it beneath 
them to aſſociate or converſe with a Ruſtic, So that, 
now, I am abandoned on every Side; and am leſs happy 
ſince my Preferment, than I was before this Inſtance of 
your Highneſs's Favour.—ls this the Cauſe of your 
Uneaſineſs? replied the General. Then it ſhall be 
redreſſed, and very fpeedily. To Morrow I review the 
Army, and To Morrow your Buſineſs ſhall be done.— 
Accordingly, when the Troops were drawn up; and 
expected, every Moment, to begin their Exerciſe; the 
General calls the young Hero from the Ranks; Jeans 
his Hand upon his Shoulder; and, in this familiar en- 
dearing Poſture, walks with him chrough all the Lines. 
—The Stratagem had its deſired Effect. After ſuch 4 
ſignal and public Token of his Prince s Regard, the 
Officers were deſirous of his Acquaintance; and courted, 
rather than ſhunned his Company 
And will not the Favour + grid the bleſſed FESUS, give 
us as great a 2 Diſtinction, and as high a Recommendation, 
| in 
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in the heavenly World? Will not the Angelic Hoſts 
reſpect and honour thoſe Perſons, who appear waſhed 
in his Blood; cloathed with his Righteouſneſs; and 
wearing the moſt illuſtrious Tokens of his Love, that 
he himſelf could poſſibly give? In theſe Tokens of his 
Love may we and our Readers be found! Then ſhall we 
meet one another with Courage and Comfort, at the 
great Tribunal; with Honour and Joy, amidſt the 
Angels of Light; with everlaſting Exultation and Rap- 
ture, around the T hrone of the LAMB, 

Under ſuch pleaſing Hopes I take my Leave at pre. 
ſent, and remain your, Ee. 


I. mn un. 


Juſtification — Chriſt's fulfilling the Law—God's Un- 


changeablengſ Ihe Righteouſneſs of Chriſt==The De- 
mands of the Lau — Ihe divine Covenant, 


Rev. SIR, 


MOU introduce the Paragraph, that comes next under 
our Conſideration, by a very juſt Diſtinction. 
Aſpafio had obſerved, that a Rebel may be forgiven, 
without being reſtored to the Dignity of a Son. To 


which you reply; © A Rebel againſt an earthly King 


© may; but not a Rebel againſt GOD. In the very 
te fame Moment that GOD forgives, we are the Sons 
« of GOD.” — This is perfectly right, But hence to 
infer, that the Converſation of our two Friends is no 
better than * an idle Diſpute,” is not very polite, and 
not at all concluſive, Becauſe, Remiſſion of the Of- 
fence, and Reſtoration to Favour, may come, in the 
ame Moment, and yet be different Bleſſings. That 

S 4 afflicted 
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afflicted Patient, mentioned in the Goſpel, had, at the 
ſame Inſtant, his Ears opened and the String of his 
Tongue looſcd. Were theſe Effects, therefore, one 
and the ſame Kind of Healing? —Beſides; why are 
Forgiveneſs and Sonſhip united in the divine Donation? 

Becauſe, the Sufferings of a Sinner, and the Obedience 
of a Son, were united in the divine REDEEMER, 
So that we muſt ſtill have our Eye, our believing and 
adoring Eye, upon the meritorious Righteouſneſs of our 
LORD. 

4 Pardon and enen though, Sc. Here I 
ſee nothing but the crambe repetita.— The Words of 
« Job, &c.” Here I ſee nothing but the uſual Argu- 
ment, our Maſter's :p/e dixit. Therefore we will paſs 
on to the next Period. 

Two Texts of Scripture are ecard You ſet aſide 
Aſpaſio's Interpretation, to make Way for one of your 
own. Which might have paſſed without Suſpicion, if 
it had appeared in your Sermons, or been delivered 
from your Pulpit. Where a Perſon may be content 
with the general Senſe, without entering upon a critical 
Nicety. But, by rejecting Appaſios Expoſition, you 
ſeem to intend a peculiar Degree of Accuracy. Let us 
then examine the Paſſages, with ſuch a View. Grace 
reigneth through Righteouſneſs unto eternal Life; © that 
eis, the free Love of GOD, brings us, through Juſti- 
<« fication and Sanctification, to Glory.“ 

In this, 1 queſtion, Sir, whether you are exactly 
orthodox. You lead the Reader to ſuppoſe, that Sanc- 
tification is as much the Cauſe of Glory as Juſtification. 
That CHRIST's Work, and our Graces, have juſt the 
ſame Weight; act in the very ſame Capacity; have, at 
leaſt, a joint Influence, in procuring eternal Life. — Tou 
ſhould rather have expreſſed yourſelf in ſome ſuch Man- 
ner; *The free Grace of GOD brings us, through the 


4 ren Privilege of ] uſtification, firſt to Tr 


ce 
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« or the Love of his bleſſed Self; then to Glory, or 
« the Enjoyment of his bleſſed Self.” 

Beſides; you neglect the Significancy of that beautiful 
and emphatical Word, reigneth. On this much Streſs 
ought to be laid in reading the Sentence; therefore, it 
ought not to be totally over-looked in explaining the 
Sentence. Grace is dj iſcovered in other Inſtances. Grace 
is exerciſed in other Bleſſings. But by giving us eternal 
Life; by giving it freely, even when we are undeſerving 
guilty Creatures; this ever amiable Attribute reigneib. 
It is manifeſted with every grand and charming Recom- 
mendation. It appears, like the illuſtrious Solomon, 
when. ſeated on his inimitably ſplendid Throne of Ivory 
and Gold, or like the magnificent Ahaſuerus, when he 
ſhewed the Riches of his glorious Kingdom, and the Ho- 
uour of his excellent Majeſty. 

Another Particular I cannot perſuade myſelf to ad- 
mire. You change the Word R:ghteouſne/s into Juſtiſi- 
cation, Inſtead of ſaying, © Brings us through Righte- 
« ouſneſs;” you fay, Brings us through Juſtification.” 
By this Language, you ſcarce diſtinguiſh yourſelf from 
any Heretic. You may rank with the Arian, or with 
the Sectariſt of any Denomination. They will, every 
one, allow the Neceſſity of Juſtification, in order to 
final Felicity, But not the Neceſſity of a Righteouſ- 
neſs adequate to the Demands of the Law, as a Founda- 
tion for this blefſed Hope. Lou do juſt the fame Injury 
to CHRIST and his Righteouſneſs, which obtain this 
inconceivable Recompence of Reward; as you would 
receive from a Meſſenger, who carries a rich Preſent to 
your Friend, but will not acknowledge from whom it 
comes. It comes, he confeſſes, from ſome Man; bur 
obſtinately refuſes to ſay from Mr. Jobn Weſley. W hereas, 
Aſpaſio ſcruples not to own, nay, rejoices to declare, 
from whence the invaluable Benefit of Juſtification pro- 
ceeds, Not from Works of the Law; no, nor from 

Works 
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Works of the SPIRIT; from nothing done by us, from 


nothing wrought in us; but wholly from the Blood and 
Obedience of FESUS CHRIST. 

The next Paſſage, on which you deſcant, 1s; That 
| they may receive Forgiveneſs and a Lot among the Sandi- 
| fied. Thus, you tranſlate the Original. Apaſio, not 
affecting needleſs Novelty, is content with the com. 
mon Verſion. That they may receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
and Inheritance among all them that are ſanctiſied, by 
Faith that is in ME.—Why do you omit the Word 
Sins? Forgiveneſs, I own implies it. But the Apoſtle 
chuſes t) expreſs it. By which Means, the Sentence 
becomes more full and emphatical. Grace is more 
highly honoured, and Man more deeply abaſed. —] 
wonder alſo, why you ſhould prefer Lot to Inheritance, 
which is the uſual Tranſlation. The latter Word con- 
veys a much more noble and pleaſing Idea to the 
Engliſh Reader, than the former.—Receive Forgiveneſs 


of Sins: not earn it (let us mark this) by performing 


Conditions, but receive it, as an abſolute Gift. Juſt 
as Joſeph's Brethren received the Portions, ſent them 
from the Viceroy of Egypt's Table Receive an Inbe- 
ritance; conſiſting of all ſpiritual Bleſſings here, and a 
Title to everlaſting Bleſſedneſs hereafter. All which 
are beſtowed as freely, as the ſeveral Portions of Land 
in Canaan were, by Moſes and Foſhua conſigned over 
to the Tribes of {ae for a Poſſeſſion.— Among thije 
that are ſanctied. If you ſhould enquire, how Sinners 
are ſanctified? The Anſwer is added; By Faith which 
is in ME. Not for Faith, as your conditional Scheme 
ſuppoſes ; but y Faith. By accepting the Bleſſings 
mentioned; by looking upon them as our own; through 
the divine Gift; and by living in the delightful Enjoy- 
ment of them. Thus our Hearts are won to GOD, 
and filled with his Love. Thus they are weaned from 
Yanity, and renewed in true Holineſs, 
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Is the Satisfaction made by CHMRISOT's Death, ſufi- 
cient to obtain both our full Pardon, and our final Hap- 
pineſs? A ſpaſi o has anſwered this Queſtion in the Ne- 
gative. He has confirmed his Opinion, by the Autho- 
rity of Scripture, and che Teſtimony of Reaſon. Mr, 
Weſley thinks it enough to reply ; © Unqueſtionably it 
« js ſufficient, and neither of the Texts you cite prove 
« the contrary.” How eafy, by this Way of arguing, 
to overthrow any Syſtem, and ſilence Demonttration 
itſelf But pray, Sir, be pleaſed to recollect yourſelf, 
Did you not, à little while ago, extol Apaſio as © un- 


“ queſtionably right,” becauſe he made the univerſal 


Obedience of CHRIST, from his Birth to his Death, 
the one Foundation of his Hope ?—Yet here you con- 
demn him, as © unqueſtionably wrong,“ becauſe he 
does not attribute all to CHRIST"'s Death exclufively. 
Will Mr. Feſ/ey never have done with Self-Contradic- 
tion? Why will he give me ſuch repeated Cauſe to 
complain Quo teneam vultus, Se. 

If it was requiſite for Chriſt to be baptized, argues 
Aſpaſe o, much more to fulfil the moral Law.—*< I can- 
« not prove, replies Mr. Waęſley, that either one or the 
« other was requiſite, in order to his purchaſing Re- 
« demption for us,” Why then do you admit his 
Obedience to the moral Law, as an effential Part of 
the Foundation of your Hope? A tottering Foundation 
methinks, which is laid in a Doctrine you cannot prove. 

But if you cannot prove it, may not others prove it 
for you? You are not called to prove this Point, Sir, 


but only to diſprove, what Aſpafio has advanced, in Con- 


firmation of it, —That it was requiſite for our LORD 
to be baptized, He himſelf acknowledges. Speaking 
of that ſacred Rite, he ſays, Thus it becometh us to fulfil 


all Righteouſneſs. It becometh; was it not requiſite for 


CHRIST, always to a& the becoming Part? In every 
Circumſtance to demean himſelf, according to the ut- 
maſt Decorum and higheſt Dignity of Character?— 

cc This 
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e This was not requiſite to purchaſe Redemption for 
« us,” For what then was it requiſite? Not. to waſh 
away any Stain from the holy ESIS. Not to obtain any 
Bleſſedneſs for the SON of the HIGHEST. Since, 
as the SON of the eternal GOD, he had an yndoubted 
Right to all the Bleſſings of Heaven and Earth, of Time 
and Eternity. Vi ns 

cc But it was not requiſite, that He ſhould. fulfil the 
c moral Law.” No! Do you then eſtabliſh the Lay? 
Are not you the Antinomian, Who would. have ſinful 
Man faved, yet the divine Law not fulfilled, either by 


them or their SURETY? This is a ſtrange Way of 


magnifying the great Standard of all Righteouſneſs, 
Rather it is the ſure Way of diſhonouring and debaſing 
it.—W hat ſays our LORD? I came, not to deſtroy the 
Low, but to fulfil *. Did this ſignify, as ſome expo- 
fitory Refiners ſuggeſt, only to vindicate and illuſtrate, 
the Law; to explain its higheſt Meaning, and reſcue 
it from the falſe Gloſſes of the Scribes; the Buſineſs 
might have been done by the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
No Occaſion for the King of Heaven to appear in 
Perſon. His Ambaſiadors might have tranſacted the 
whole Affair of Vindication and Explanation. But to 


Matt. v. 17. Some Expoſitors would perſuade us, that the 
Word TATROTH ſignifies fully 10 explain. This Senſe J am far from 
diſcarding ; but in this Senſe I can by no Means acquieſce. It nei- 
ther gives us the whole, nor the principal Part of our LORD's Mean- 
ing. Let us place the Matter in a different Light; then I believe 
the Scantineſs of the Interpretation, and the Imprepriety of tlie 
Notion, will appear unto all Men.—We will ſuppoſe an ungodly 
Perſon who has learned from Books, the ſpiritual and extenſive Im- 
port of the divine Law. Having a ready Utterance, he explains it 
clearly, properly, fully. Does any Mortal ſay of this Lip-Prac- 
titioner, that he fulfils the Law? No ſuch Thing. A Syſtem of 
Precepts can never be fulfilled, without a due and punctual Obedi- 
ence. To open, to adjuſt, to enforce a Set of Injunctions, is as far 
from fulfilling them; as to give a Deſcription of a Battle and a Con- 
queſt, are different from fighting the Enemy, and gaining the Vic- 


tory. | e fulfil 
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fulfil every Jot and Tittle, preſcribed in its Commands ; 
to ſuffer all the Vengeance and the whole Curſe, de- 
nounced in its Penalty ; this was a Work worthy of the 
SON of GOD—pratticable by none, but the SON 
of GOD — and, being executed by HIM, is truly 
meritorious of Pardon and Life for poor Sinners; of 
their Reſtoration to the divine Favour, and of their 
Admiſſion into the heavenly Kingdom. 

The moral Law is inviolable in its Nature, and of 
eternal Obligation. This is a Truth of great Import- 
ance: With this is connected, and on this depends, 
the abſolute Neceſſity of a vicarious Righteouſneſs. I 
am no longer ſurpriſed, that you diſpute againſt the lat- 
ter, ſince you queſtion or deny the former. But con- 
fider, what our LORD ſays farther upon this Subject, 
in the fifth of St. Matthew, and the eighteenth Verſe. 
Perhaps, you will reply; “ I have both conſidered it, 
te. and expounded it, in my Sermons.” Lou have. 
But in ſuch a Manner, as, I hope, you will hve to re- 
tract. Thus you expound the awful Text, and turn it 
into a Piece of unmeaning Tautology. © One Jot or 
e one Tittle ſhall in no *viſe paſs, till Heaven and Earth 
te paſs; or as it is expreſſed immediately after, till al 
© (or rather all Things) be fulfilled, till the Conſum- 
e mation of all Things *,” You would make tus ay 
vapt Ahn o £pav- mY 7 Yn and ew; av warla tnt, ſynoni- 
mous Phraſes, expreſſive of the ſame Thing. Thus 
ſtands the Paſſage, interpreted -according to your Cri- 
ticiſm. “ Till the Conſummation of all Things, one 
&* Tot of one Tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the Law, 
tt till the Conſummation all Things.” See! to what 
miſerable Subterfuges a Man of Learning is driven, in 
order to evade the Force of a Text, which militates 
ſtrongly for the meritorious Obedience of CHRIST. 


*. Sermons by Jonn WesLEtv, Vol. II. page 173. 1 8 
4 How 
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How much more juſt, more noble, more uſeful, 5 
the common Expoſition, and the obvious Meaning? 
Which we may thus introduce —Theſe are the Terms 
of Life and Happineſs to Man. Whoſoever falls ſhort, 
60D Himſelf pronounces accurſed. And will the 

UNCHANGEABLE go back from his Purpoſe; 
make Abatement in his Demands; or come to a Com- 
poſition with his Creatures? No verily. He is of one 
Mind, and who can turn Him *. It were eafier for Heaven 
and Earth to paſs t, for all Nature to be unhinged, and 
the Univerſe to drop into Diſſolution ; than for one ot 
er Tittle of this unalterable Law to paſs, without a perfeli 
Accompliſhment I in every the minuteſt Inſtance. 


By CHRIST's Sufferings alone the Law was not fa- 


tisfied; ſays Aſpaſio. © Yes, it was; replies Mr. JWeſty: 
— Then all the indefatigable and important Labours of 
his Life, all his exemplary and ſhining Graces, muſt 
be mere 2 At leaſt, they could have no 


» . 13. 


+ Ews &y wagt 0 addy 2 7 n, A proverbial Expreſſion, to denote | 


the utmoſt Impoſſibility. See it explained Zuke xvi. 17, In this 
Connection, it ſignifies the abfelute Certainty of our LORD's De. 


claration, both as to its Truth and as to its Aecompliſhment—lf I - 


may borrow the Language and the Imagery of Horace, they will not 
unfitly expreſs, what is affirmed concerning the Law. 


Si fradtu. illabatur orbis, © 
Inmobilem ferient ruine. ' 


I Fog av I yivrlar. © The Word All, ſays Mr. Weſley, does 
* not mean all the Law, but all Things in the Univerſe.” - How 
forced a Conſtruction! How contrary to Grammar! Since the Law, 
and the Things which it comprehends, are the immediate Antece- 
dent. How much more properly and conſiſtently has Dr. Dedaridge 
explained the Paſſage! 7 all Things, which the Law requires, ot 
te foretels, ſhall Ze efz#ed. The Tranſlation here given, is moſt 


«literal, and moſt comprehenfive. The Law Fat its Effe, when 


« its Sanctions are executed, as well as when its Precepts are 
«© obeyed.” Let me add; In caſe of a violated Law, then only it is 


fulfilled, or has its Effect, when both the former and * latter re- 
| and obtain their End. . 
| : | Merit 
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Merit, but were neceſſary only by Way of ſetting us 


an Example. 

The Prophet was of another Mind. The LORD is 
well pleaſed for his Righteouſneſs ſake. By this Righ- 
teouſneſs, not barely by his Sufferings, He will mag- 
nify the Law and make it honourable *,—The Apoſtle 
was of another Mind. GOD /ent forth his SON, made 
of 2 Woman, made under the Law, What? Only to 
bear its Curſe? Only to undergo its Penalty? Not to 
fulfil its preceptive Part? which is confeſſedly the prin- 
cipal Part in every Law; and to enforce which, all Pe- 
nalties are added. —Y ou yourſelf ought to be of another 
Mind. For you have already and truly obſerved, that 
Pardon and Acceptance always go together. © In the 
«* ſame Moment that GOD forgives we are the Sons 
« of GOD.” And wherefore? The Reaſon is, becauſe 
the Sufferings of a Sinner, and the Obedience of a Son, 
went together in the REDEEMER. And without 


this Union, the Redemption of Man had not been com- 


lete, 

Fa The Law required only the Alterngtive, obey or 
« die.” Some of your Errors are leſs conſiderable ; 
this I take to be a firſt-rate Miſtake. According to 
this Suppoſition, Cain and Judas, and all the Damned, 
are righteous. Becauſe they die; they bear the Curſe; 
they ſuffer everlaſtingly; and thereby conform to one 


of the Law's Alternatives. One of the Law's Alterna- 


tives? No. Here I am wrong. It is one of your Als 
ternatives, The divine Law knows no ſuch Thing. 
No Law on Earth knows any ſuch Thing. Sanctions 


. xl. 21, I am ſenſihle, there are Expoſitors, who give a 
different Turn to theſe noble Words. But 1 had rather take the 
Voice from Heaven for my Guide, than all the Expoſitors in the 
World. Even that Voice, which declared concerning CHRISJ, and 
his Work, CHRIST and his Righteouſneſs, In theſe 7 am <wwell-pleaſed. 
Which is one of the moſt capital Sayings in the Bible, and a Clue to 
lead us into its whole Meaning, 

a and 


— 
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and Penalties annexed to a Law, are never looked upon p 
as equivalent to Obedience; but only as Preſervatives 

from Diſobedience.—lIn all the Compaſs of your Read- f 
ing, have you ever met with a Law, that makes ſuch 
Propoſals to its Subjects? * Conform to the Regula- 
ce tions eſtabliſhed, and you ſhall enjoy my Privileges, 6 
« you ſhall ſhare my Honours. Or, if you chuſe to : 
<« violate all my wholeſome Inſtitutions, only ſubmit ec 
e to the Penalty, and you ſhall have an equal Right to 
* the Immunities and Preferments.”” s. 

ec The Law required no Man to obey and die too.” 
—But did it not require a Tranſgreſſor to obey and 
die? If not, then Tranſgreſſion robs the Law of its 
Right, and vacates all Obligation to Obedience.—Did 
it not require the SURETY for finful Man, to obey 
and die? If the SURETY dies only, he only delivers 
from Puniſhment. But this affords no Claim to Life; 
no Title to a Reward. Unleſs you can produce ſome 
ſuch Edict from the Court of Heaven, Suffer this, and 
thou ſhalt live. I find it written, In keeping thy Con- 
mandments there is great Reward. No where do I read, 
in undergoing thy Curſe, there is the ſame Reward.— 
Whereas, when we join the active and paſſive Obedi- 
ence of our LORD; the Peace-ſpeaking Blood, with 
the Life-giving Righteouſneſs; both made infinitely me- 
ritorious, and infinitely efficacious, by the Divine Glory 
of his Perſon; how full does our Juſtification appear! 
flow firm does it ſtand! It has all that the Law can 
demand, both for our Exemption from the Curſe, and 
for our Title to Bliſs. | 

Before I take my Leave of this Topic, let me maxe 
one Suppoſition, for which your Way of thinking af- 
fords the juſter Ground. Suppoſe, our LORD FESUS 
CHRIST had yielded a perfect Conformity to the Pre- 
cept, without ever ſubmitting to the Penalty ; would 
this have*been ſufficient for the Juſtification of a Sin- 


ner? Here is one of your Alternatives performed. Upon 
nh the 
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the Foot of your Principles, therefore, it would, it muſt 
have been ſufficient. —But this is ſo wild an Opinion, 
ſo contrary to the whole Current, of Scripture, that to 
produce it, is to refute it. 

Where Scripture aſcribes the whole of our Salvation 
to the Death of CHRIST, a Part of his Humiliation 
is put for the Whote, To this Mr. Ve ley objects ; 
« ] cannot allow i it without Ptoo - —L wiſh you would 
remember the golden Rule, (of doing as you would be 
done by) and, ſince you: inſiſt upon Proof from others, 
not be ſo ſparing of it in your own Cauſe: I wiſh likewiſe 
you would impartiall/ conſider what Apaſi 10 has ad- 
vanced, upon the Subject Has he not given you the 
Proof you demand? No; He was obedient unto 
« Death is no Proof at all.“ But is that the only 
Thing urged? If one Argument is inadequate, muſt 
all be inconcluſive? Becauſe you have routed one de- 
tachment, haye you therefore conquered the whole 
Army? However, let us ſee, whether this Detachment, 
weak as you ſuppoſe it, may not be able to ſuſtain your 
Attack. 

Does not the Scripture aſeribe the whole of your 
$alvation- to the Death of CHRIST? To this Queſtion 
Apaſio replies, This Part of our LORD's meritorious 
Humiliation is by a very uſual Figure put for the Whole 
—The Death of CHRIST includes not only his Suf- 
frings, but his Obedience The ſhedding of his Blood 
was at once the grand Inſtance of his Sufferings, and 
the finiſhing Act of his Obedience; in this View it is 
conſidered, and thus it is repreſented by his own Am- 
daſſador, who, ſpeaking of his divine Maſter, ſays, 
* He was obedient unto Death, even the Death of the 
« Croſs.” — This, you reply, is no Proof at all, as it 
does not neceſfarily imply any more, than that he died 
in Obedierice to. the F ATHER. 1 

How do ſome People love to cramp che enlarged, 
nd debaſe the magnificent Senſe of Scripture | Surely 


Yoge IV, + this; 
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this Text implies; and not implies only, but forcibly 
expreſſes both the active and paſſive Obedience of il © 
CHRIST. It 1s not anthave, He died; but ye 
uTnxoor, He became Obedient. — Can you fee nothing 
of his active Righteouſneſs in theſe Words? For my : 
Part I can ſee very little beſides— This is what the 
following Clauſe confirms — Let common Senſe be 
Judge—Obedient, not barely in Death, but unto Death, 
like that Expreſſion of JEHOVAH, by the Prophet, W 
Unto hoary Hairs I will carry you. Does not this give W 
us a retroſpe& View of Youth and Manhood, as well 
as lead our Attention forward to old Age! In like Man- 
ner, Obedient unto Death. Does not this refer us to all 
the previous Duties and Virtues of a righteous Walk; 
while it leads us to the cloſing Scene of all, a reſigned 
Exit? Does it not moſt naturally mean, obedient through * 
the whole Courſe of Life, even to the laſt all- compleat- of 
ing Inſtance, a voluntary Submiſſion to. Death ?—How Tt 
eaſy and obvious is this Interpretation! How grand and 
een! is this Meaning! 

I can no more admire your Taſte (conſidered) as 3 
Critic, than I can admire your Doctrine (conſidered) } 
as a Divine. Give me the Expoſitions of Scripture, I .. 

which act, not like the nocturnal Damp, but like the ll 
Morning Sun; not ſhrivelling and contracting, but 


opening and expanding thoſe Flowers of Paradiſe the * 
g Truths of the Goſpel, that they may diſplay all their IM ©, 
charming Beauties, and breathe out all their reviving Wl « 
Odours» I think, upon the whole, we have very ſuffi "Hey 


cient Cauſe to aſſert, and to abide by our Aſſertion; ¶ co 
that when the Scripture aſcribes the whole of our Sal- ay 
vation to the Death of CHRIST, a Part of his Humi- bh 
lation is put for the Whole; and in thus ſpeaking, the 
HOLY SPIRIT copies after himſelf. For, if the by: 
Death inflicted on the firſt Adam included every Evil * 
conſequent upon the Fall; the Depravity, as well as 5 


the Miſery of che Creature, it was meet that the Death Bi Pois 


® to 


* 


7 
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* to which the ſecond Adam ſubmitted, ſhould include 
every Good, needful for our Recovery; the Obedience 
* as well as the Sufferings of the REDEEMER. It was 
8 meet that the Price, expreſſed by the ſame Word, 
7 would be as extenſive as the Puniſhment. 

« But how does it appear that he undertook this 
e « before the Foundation of the World?” At what Time 
b. does Mr. Meſiey ſuppoſe, that CHRIST undertook the 
b Work ? Not till Sin entered and Man apoſtatized? 
Was it then an incidental (upſtart) Expedient, fetched 


ll in to remedy ſome unforeſeen Diſaſter? Was it a De- 
5 vice, which owed its Birth to ſome unexpected Con- 
al tingency, occaſioned by the Perverſeneſs of the Crea- 
: 1 ture? Far, far from 1t.—lIt was the grand, original, all 


comprehending Plan, the Way in which GOD, long 
Sh before Time commenced, decreed to manifeſt the Glory 
* of his Grace, and the Luſtre of all his PerfeRions. 


* The World was made as a proper Theatre, on which 
e to diſplay and execute this moſt magnificent Scheme; 
5 and all the Revolutions of human Affairs like ſo many 


underplots in the Drama, are ſubſervient to the Ac- 


d compliſhment of this capital Deſign.— Known unto 
© ll © GOD are all his Works,” — by GOD are 


" all his Counſels, from the Beginning of the World, 
a more eſpecially this grandeſt of all the diyine Diſpen- 
855 ations; this Maſter- piece of his unſearchable Wiſdom. 


« But was this by a poſitive Covenant between 
"> Wl © CHRIST and the FATHER?” Apaſio proceeds to 
illuſtrate and confirm the Doctrine of an everlaſting 
Covenant between the Almighty FATHER and his 
co-equal SON. He produces ſeveral Texts of Scrip- 
ture, to: each of which you object as inſufficient for his 
Purpoſe : Each of your Objections I ſhall anſwer, only 
by adding a ſhort comment, explanatory of their Spirit 
and Force This proves no previous Contract,“ that 
s, I deny it, and therefore you- cannot prove your 
Teint. Neither does this prove any ſuch Thing. That 

1 V, 
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is, I cannot, or will not ſee the Proof. And therefore d 
there is none. That Expreſſion does not neceſſarily 
-« imply any more“ than I pleaſe to allow.“ In the « 


ee Way or Method. he had choſen;“ of which I am 
the ſole complete Judge, and my Judgment ought to 
be deciſive in the Caſe. Thus would Mr. Way have, 
not Appaſio only, but the Public alſo, receive his Dic- 
tates (anguam a Tripode) as abſolute Oracles. For here 
is only bare Aſſertion, or bare Denial, without any 
Vouchers, but iis own Wor, without any in 
but his own Declaration, 

In Pſalm the xlth, the Conditions of the Covenant 
are eircumſtantially recorded, which were the Incarna- 
tion and Obedience of the eternal SON, „e A Body 
haſt thou prepared me.— Lo] Icome to do thy Will . 
& Nay, here is no mention of any Covenant, nor any 
„Thing from which it can be inferred.” How many 
| Times Pall I adjure thee, ſaid Abab to Michaiah, that 
thou tell me nothing but . that which is true? And how 
many Times ſhall Lentreat Mr. Vęſey to object nothing, 
without aſſigning; ſome Reaſon for his Objection ? At 
leaſt not to think of convineing my Judgment, and con- 
verting me to his Opinion by a bare ſay ſo,—But I have 
done—perhaps I have treſpaſſed upon the Patience of 
the Reader, in expreſſing. my Diſappointment fo fre- 
quently ; perhaps I may alſo. bear too hard.upon Mr, 

F-efley in aſking for Proofs, when it may be no {ſmall 
Difficulty to produce them. To return Nay here Wl the 
is no mention of any Covenant, nor any Thing fron WW of 
* which, it can be inferred.” -—That the Word Cove. to 
nant is not mentioned is very true, that there is no Pa 

Reference to any ſuch Thing is not fo certain: Let us WI ob! 
conſider the whole Paſſage—* Sacrifice and Burnt-Ot- 2 
fering thon didſt not require: If Sacyifices and ſlain WF anc 
Beaſts are not the Object of the divine Complaceney, in WI Gt 
what will the LORD delight} The next Words declare, an 
« A Body haſt thou prepared mes" Since the Lav 
* anna 
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tannot be fulfilled without doing, nor Juſtice ſatisfied 
without dying, © Lo! I come, ſays the ſecond Perſon 
« in the TRINITY, to undertake both, ſince this 
« Undertaking muſt be accompliſhed, by ONE who 
« 1s finite, that he may die; and infinite, that he may 
« conquer Death; I will accompliſh it in the divine and 
« human Nature. For this Purpoſe a Body haſt 'thou 
« prepared me, in this Body lo! I come, willingly and 
« cheerfully I come, to perform, to ſuſtain, to fulfil all; 
« and ſo to do thy great, thy gracious Will.” May we 
not rationally ſuppoſe this ſpoken by Way of (Reſtipu- 
lation, or) Compliance with the FATHER's De- 
mands? That the Matter is thereby brought to a ſolemn 
Contract? | hd: 

Dr. Hammond thought this no irrational Suppoſition, 
therefore gives us, upon the following Words, a perfectly 
correſponding Comment. In the Volume of the Book 
it is written of me. “ Which is no other than a Bill, 
e or Roll of Contract between the FATHER and 
« CHRIST; wherein 1s ſuppoſed to be written the 
« Agreement, preparatory to that great Work of 
„ CHRIST's Incarnation, wherein He, undertaking to 
« fulfil the Will of GOD, to perform all active, and 
« alſo all paſſive Obedience, even unto Death, had the 
* Promiſe from GOD, that he ſhould become the Au- 
e thor of eternal Salvation to all that obey him.“ 

Thus ſays our learned Countryman. And what ſays 
the bleſſed Apoſtle? Whoſe Expoſition and Application 
of the Paſlage, you ſeera to have forgotten, at leaſt not 
to have thoroughly weighed, Having quoted the 
Paſſage, argued from it, and diſplayed the Benefits 
obtained by this all- ſufficient Propitiation, he adduces 
a Text from FJeremiab, relating to this very Subject, 
and explaining its Nature: Whereof the HOLY 
GHOST alſo is a Witneſs; of what? of the Juſtification 
and Sanctification of Sinners, both founded on, both 

1 3 elected 
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effected by, the Sacrifice of the dying FESUS. Tran. 
ſactions which both the Prophet and the Apoſtle conſider 
under the Notion of the Covenant, as 1s plain from'the 
following Quotation, © For after that he had ſaid before, 
this is the Covenant which I will make with them in 
« thoſe Days.” Hence it appears, that the Author to 
the Hebrews ſaw ſomething in - the Words of the 
Pfalmiſt, from which the Doctrine of a Covenant might 
be inferred. 

Another Copy of this grand Treaty i is recorded Th. 
xlix. from the firſt to the fixth Verſe, © I have read 
ce them but cannot find a Word about it in all thoſe 
« Verſes; they contain neither more nor leſs than a 
ce Prediction of the Salvation of the Gentiles.” They 
contain a Prediction and ſomewhat more, they deſcribe 
the Way whereby this moſt deſirable Event ſhall be 
brought to paſs. This the LORD himſelf declares ſhall 
be by Way of Covenant; © I will give thee for a Co- 
<« venant to the People.” This Verſe we may look 
upon as a Key to the preceding. It teaches us to con- 
ſider them as deſcriptive of the auguſt Covenant; of its 
Eſtabliſhment, its Parties, and its Terms: Indeed the 
Verſes themſelves lead us to the fame View, for what is 
a Covenant? A Contract, wherein a Condition is pre- 
ſcribed; a Promiſe is made, and both are ratified by a 
mutual Agreement—The Condition is preſcribed in 
thoſe Words; Thou art my Servant O Iſrael *, in whon 
T will be glorified, The Promiſe is made in thoſe Words, 
Thou fhalt raiſe up the Tribes of Jacob; reſtore the pre- 
ſerv ed of Iſrael, and be my Salvation unto the Ends of the 
Earth. The Agreement is ſpecified or implied in theſe 
Words (1 have pen my W for nonght, yet) ſurch 


2 That is the Name of the Church, often given to her in this Pro- 
phecy. CHRIST and his Church, by Virtue of the Union between 
them, have the ſame Names. As ſhe is ſometimes called by his 
Name, The LORD our Righteouſneſs, „80 he is here called by 
her one Iſrael, See Jer. xxxiii. 16. 


my 
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my Judgment is with the LORD, and my Work with my 
GOD. | 

The great Vitringa, after having expounded the 


whole Clauſe, concludes in this Manner: Antequam 


« ab his verbis, ſenſu fœcundiſſimis, ſummam doc- 
« trinæ Evangelicæ complexis, diſcedam, monere 
« yelim, eadem clariſſime deformare totum myſterium 
« conventionis pacis, inter Deum patrem & Meſſiam 
« filium ejus, in humana carne appariturum, initæ, 
« perinde ac in locis que ex aliis excerpo, P/al. xl. 7. 

« Zech. vi. 13. Pater ut Dominus, filio ut Meſſiæ, 
« offert gloriam longe ampliſſimam, mediationis & ſal- 
« vationis Judzorum & gentium, quæ gloria, omnium 
« quæ mente concipi poſſunt, eſt maxima, ſub lege ſive 
« ſub condition profundiſſimi obſequii ſervilis; eaque 
« ſtipulatio utrinque ratihabetur “. 


» 


K 


© Vitring. in he. Before T Trave this Paragrigh euhich is fo rith in 
Senſe, and contains the very Subſtance of Evangelical Doctrine, I would 
obſerve that it moſt clearly and exactly delineates the myſterious Counſel of 
Peace, planued between GOD the FATHER, and his divine Son. The 
FATHER as ſupreme Lord, offers to hit SON the MESSIAH the higheft 
Glory, that which ſhall reſult from juſtifying, ſancti ping, and ſaving, 
with an everlaſting Salvation, both Jews and Gentiles. This Glory, the 
greateſt which T hought can conceive, is propoſed on the Terms, or under 
the Condition of his deep Humiliation, even to the State and Obedience of a 
Servant. The whole paſſes into a ſolemn Contract, and is ratified oz 
either Side. 

Here our Author ſobjolus an Extract from nan m a Rabbinical 
Treatiſe. Which is very remarkable; for ſuch a Writer, ſingularly 
juſt; one of the moſt curious, as well as valuable Pieces of Frwif 
Antiquities that ever fell in my Way. I believe it will afford no 
unpleaſing Entertainment, perhaps ſome ſpiritual Benefit ro the 
Reader. For which Cauſe I take Leave to tranſcribe it GOD 
© began to enter into a Covenant with the MESSIAH, and ſaid; 
« MESSIAH, my righteous one, the Sins of thy choſen People are 
likely to bring Thee into a State of great Toil and extreme Af: 
« fiction; Thy Lips ſhall taſte Gall, Thy Tongue ſhall cleave to 
the Roof of thy "Mouth, Thy Body ſhall be waſted with Sorrow 
« and Sighing. Is thy Love to thy People inviolable ? Art thou 

T 


4 «« willing 
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If upon a ſtricter Review, this Prophecy be found tg 
expreſs no ſuch Thing as a Covenant, I am very willing 
to give up the Proof, So much the rather as it makes 
no Part of Aſpaſio's Diſcourſe, | is only juſt mentioned in 
a Note; and ſtands not in the main Body, but only as 2 
Corps de Reſerye, 

By the Covenant of Works, Man was bound to obey 
in his own Perſon. Here you take Aſpaſio up very 
ſhort, and reply, „ So” he is under the Covenant of 
Grace, though not in order to Juſtification.” This 
is the very Thing he means. Nor could you eaſily 
have miſtaken his Meaning if you had only done him ſo 
ſmall a Pięce of Juſtice as to read the whole Paragraph, 
of which, fince you ſeem either willingly 'or through 
Inadvertence to inp ignorant, I will beg leave to fran- 
ſcribe it; ! Between the Coyenant of Works, and the 
cc Covenant of Grace, this I apprehend is the Diffe- 
* rence, By the former, Man was indiſpenſibly bound 
« to obey in his own Perſon; by the latter, the Obe- 
« dience of his SURETY is accepted inſtead of his 
e o.n The Righteouſneſs required by both, is not 
« ſincere, but complete, not proportioned to the Abili- 
« ties of fallen Man, but to the Purity of the Law, and 
te the Majeſty of the LAWGIVER.” You ſee the 
whole Argument turns upon a complete Righteouſneſs, 
ſuch as ſatisfies the Law, and is an adequate Ground for 
Juſtification: This, I imagine, fallen Man is not 
obliged by the Covenant of Grace to perform, if ſo, we 


* willing to reſcue them on. theſe Conditions? If thou undertakeſt 
*© their Recovery, well; if nat, they are rejected from this Moment, 
and periſh for ever.—-To this MESSIAH replied, LORD of 
% Eternity, I am pleaſed with the Office, I accept theſe Conditions; 
„ and am willing to undergo all Tribulation, that my People may 
c enjoy a Reſurrection (to the Life of Grace and the Life of Glory.) 
«© — Then ſaid the holy, bleſſed GOD, be it ſo. Immediately the 
« MESSIAH took upon him our Miſeries, as it is written in the 
Book of the Prophet Pe He was oppreſſed and He was af- 
2. * flicted.“ IO 

ſhall 
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ſhall be at a Loſs to find any ſuch Thing as Grace ; if 
ſo, we can have no Hope of obtaining Salvation with 
eternal Glory. There will be too much Reaſon for ap- 
plying to all Mankind thoſe awful Words of the Pro- 
phet; In the Day thou mayſt make thy Plant to grow, and 
in the Morning thou mayſt make thy Seed to flouriſh: but-the 
Harveſt ſhall be a Heap, in the Day of Grief and deſperate 


orrow. 
4 Bleſſed be GOD the melancholy Strain is ſuperſeded. 
—Though the Terms in the firft Covenant were a 
perfect Obedience, though the Terms once fixed con- 
tinue unalterable, yet in the new Covenant there is a 
Change and Subſtitution as to the Performer; without 
any Relaxation as to the Performance. Inſtead of per- 
ſonal Obedience we are juſtified through the Obedience 
of our MEDIATOR, Ve are made the Righteouſneſs of 
GOD in him: That is, we are furniſhed with a Plea, as 
prevalent for our Juſtification and Admiſſion into the 
divine Favour, as if we had retained our Innocence un- 
tainted; and in every Reſpect conformed ourſelves to 
the Righteouſneſs which the Law of GOD requires *.— 
Thus the Salvation of Sinners, neither claſhes with the 
Truth, nor interferes with the Juſtice of the ſupreme 
LEGISLATOR.—On the contrary, it becomes a faith- 
ful and juſt Procedure of the moſt high GOD, to juſtify 
him that believeth on FESUS. | „ | 
The Obedience of our Surety is accepted inſtead of 
our own. © This is neither a fafe, nor a ſcriptural 


* Way of Speaking,” That the Obedience of CHRIST 


2 Cor. v. 21. This is Dr. Dodaridge's Interpretation of the 
Paſſage; and it ſpeaks a noble, a joyful Truth, only it does not 
expreſs the whole Truth., The Righteouſneſs of GOD is more than 
equivalent to untainted Innocency ; is more than tantamount to the 
moſt perfect human Obedience. It is a Righteouſneſs of infinite 
Worth, far ſurpaſſing the Integrity of Adam in Paradiſe, or the 
danctity of Angels in Heaven. It is a Gift, incomparably, yea, in- 
comprehenſibly great, efficacious, glorious. : 

3 | 8 


282 LETTERS TO THE REV. MR. WESLEY, 


is accepted for our Juſtification, is a Doctrine warranted 
by Scripture, it may therefore very juſtly be reckoned a 
ſcriptural Way of Speaking. And if his Obedience is 
accepted for this Purpoſe, our own, was it ever ſo conſi- 
derable, could come in for no Share of the Work. Our 
own, though ever ſo gorgeouſly arrayed, muſt ſtand 
afide, or be caſt into Shades, juſt as the Stars hide their 
diminiſhed, or rather extinguiſhed Heads, when the 
Sun appears in his meridian Splendour, becauſe the 
Obedience of CHRIST is of infinite Dignity and Value. 


And infinite Value is ſuch, as not only tranſcends all 


other Services, but renders them mere Nothings in the 
Compariſon. For this Reaſon, the Apoſtle counted all 
Endowments, but Loſs for CHRIST, and the Prophet 
repreſents all Nations as nothing before GOD. 
I would ſimply fay, we are accepted through the 
« Beloved.” —If you rightly underſtood whit is meant, 
when the Apoſtle ſpeaks of being accepted in the BE- 
LOVE, you would have no Fault to find with Afpafiv's 
Comment. St. Pau! means we are accepted, not by 
any Obedience performed in our own Perfons, but 
folely by the Obedience of that infinitely excellent, and 
infinitely beloved ONE CHRIST FESUS, whoſe Righ- 
teouſneſs being imputed to us, and put upon us, cauſes 
us not only to be pardoned, but to be highly efteemed, 
dearly beloved, and bleſſed with all fpiritual Bleffings. 
Here I cannot but obſerve, that you have changed the 
Apoſtle's Expreſſion. He ſays, Accepted “ in the 
cc Beloved;” you fay, Accepted through the Beloved.” 
I am willing to believe this was an Overſight, you had 
no ſiniſter Deſign, but ſtill T think you ſhould take more 
heed to your Pen, and not alter the inſpired Word, left 
you blemiſh the Language, or injure the Senſe, Per- 
haps you will aſk, What Difference is there between 
accepted through, and accepted in, the Beloved? I wilt 


* EX@piTwoey nag & Tw HyaπννElrĩ. 
illuſtrate 
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iluſtrate the Difference by a Similitude. A creditable 
Houſe-keeper gives a good Character to a Servant that 
Jeaves him, by virtue of which he is accepted, and ad- 
mitted to ſome other valuable Employ. This Character 
35 his Introduction, yet this makes no Addition to his real 
Value. Acceptance through the Beloved, may import 
no more, than ſuch an Admiſſion through fuch a Recom- 
mendation, Whereas accepted in the Beloved, implies 
not only a recommendatory Paſſport from CHRIST, 
but a real Union with CHRIST, whereby we are incor- 
porated into his facred Body, and partake as truly of his 
Righteouſneſs, as the Members partake of the Life which 
animates the Head. By this our Perſons are really en- 
nobled. This imparts the higheſt Dignity to our Na- 
ture. We are not only recommended to, but rendered 


meet for, the Favour, the Complacency, the beatific 


Preſence of GOD, being one with FESUS, and therefore 
byed even as JESUS himſelf is loved“. 

The ſecond Covenant was not made with Adam or 
any of his Poſterity, but with CHRIST in thoſe Words. 


For any Authority you have from theſe Words, you 


* might as well have ſaid, it was made with the HOLY 
* GHOST.” No; CHRIST, not the HOLY 
GHOST, was the Seed of the Woman. — This is an 
Anſwer much in your own Strain. But let us conſider 
farther. 

| You allow, I preſume, that the firſt Covenant was 
made with Adam, as our public fœderal Head That 
all his Poſterity were included in it, being to ſtand or fall 
together with him: Herein, ſays the Apoſtle, c Adam 
©« was a Fi igure of him that was to come.” If fo, the 
ſecotid Covenant muſt be made with CHRIST, as our 
public fœderal Head, He and all his Seed are included 


* Poby xvii. 23. They in me, ſays our LORD. Therefore, oh 
this Account, or viewed in this Relation, Thou "0 loved them, as 
thou haſt oved me. 

in 
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in it, and as it was impoſſible for him to miſcarry, they 
muſt be joint Partakers of the Benefits. Accordingly, 
he is ſtiled the MEDIATOR of the new Covenant, by 
whoſe moſt acceptable and prevailing Interpoſition, all 
its Bleſſings are obtained: He is ſtiled the Surety of the 
Covenant, engaging to pay the whole Debt for poor 
inſolvent Creatures; the Debt of penal Suffering, and 
the Debt of perfect Obedience. The Teſtator of the 
Covenant, whoſe are its Riches, and whoſe are its Privi- 
leges, who has alſo of his unbounded Goodneſs be- 
queathed them as ſo many ineſtimable Legacies to indi- 
nt Men. Methinks thoſe are ſuch charming Truths, 
ſuch divinely comfortable Doctrines, that you ſhould 
conſider them thoroughly before you oppoſe them, leſt 
you do a greater Act of Unkindneſs to your Readers, 
than that which is charged, though very injuriouſly, 
ppon Fob : Thou haſt tripped the Naked of their Cloath- 
ing, and ſent Widows away empty. And when you are 
difpoſed to conſider thoſe Points thoroughly, aſk your- 
ſelf this Queſtion, Is it poſſible to conceive that 
CERT ſhould be the MEDIATOR, the Surety, the 
Teſtator of the Covenant, if it was not made with him 
and the Execution of it undertaken by him?—Or, is it 
poſlible to ſuppoſe, that the all-glarious SON of GOD 
ſhould be the MEDIATOR, the Surety, the Teſtator 
of the Covenant, yet leave others to perform the Con- 
ditions? which are incomparably the moſt important, 
intereſting, and difficult Parts of the Tranſaction. 

« Theſe Words were not ſpoken to CHRIST, but 
cc of Him.” True of Him as given for a Covenant of 
the People. There is not the leaſt Intimation of any 
er ſach Covenant.” You will not deny that CHRIST is 
ſignified by be Seed of the Woman. —It is ſaid, He ſhall; 
a Language expreſſing Authority; and requiring Con- 
formity, as CHRIST is the ſupreme uncontroulable 
GOD, this could not be required; and would never have 

been 


Faſtages mean no more, than the LORD's manifeſting, 
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deen ſaid, without his actual Conſent; Here then is 
implied his Approbation of the Office. It is farther 
faid, the Serpent ſhall bruiſe his Heel.—He ſhall become 
incarnate, and after a Life of much Sorrow, and thany 
Tribulations, ſhall be put to a moſt tormenting Death. 
—Here is the Condition of the Covenant. It is added, 
he ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head, ſhalt deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil and repair the Ruins of the Fall, 
ſhall deliver from the Wrath deſerved, and recover the 
Inheritance forfeited. —Here- is the Recompence or Re- 
ward of the Covenant. 

Should you aſk; Is it ſuppoſable that Aaum underſtood 
the Words in this Compaſs of Meaning? Perhaps not. 
But if we do not underſtand them in a more exalted and 
extenſive Senſe, than our firſt Father; what Advantage 
do we reap from the full Revelation of the Goſpel ?— 
The full Revelation of the Goſpel, pours as much Light 
upon this, and other of the ancient Oracles, as the Expe- 
riments of our modern Anatomiſts have poured upon the 
Structure and Oeconomy of the human Body. —This 
grand original Text, read with the Comment of the 
New Feſtament, ſpeaks all that 4paſto. has ſuggeſted; 
all that our fallen State could want, or our very Tlearts 
can wiſh. 

Lou have muſtered up ſeveral Objections, yet there 
is Room for more; I will therefore for once act as your 
Auxiliary, and turn againſt Apaſio. He ſuppoſes the 
« Covenant to be made with CHRIST. „ Whereas the 
« Scripture xepreſents the Covenant as made with va- 
e rious Men, particularly and perſonally, in various 
i Ages.” True, it is recorded that GOD made a 
Covenant with Abraham, with Jſaac, with Jacob, and with 
David the Father of Solomon: But were they in a Capa- 
city to enter into Covenant with their Maker; to ſtand 
for themſelves or be ſurety for others? I think not the 


UN 
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in an eſpecial Manner, the grand Covenant to them; 
ratifying and confirming their perſonal Intereſt in it, 
and farther aſſuring them that CHRIST, the great Co- 
venant Head, ſhould be of themſelves, and ſpring from 
their Seed. 

This accounts for that remarkable and angular Mode 
of Expreſſion, which often occurs in Scripture; I vill 

make a Covenant with them; or, this is my Covenant with 
them.—Yet there follows no mention of any Conditions, 
only a Promiſe of unconditional Bleſſings; becauſe the 
former have already been performed, and nothing re- 
mains but to confer the latter; ſo that the Meaning of 
the divine Speaker is, I will admit them to an Intereſt 
in this Covenant, and make them Partakers of. i Its Pri- 
vileges. 

I ſhould now conclade, but Mr. }/eſfley wil not ſuffer 
me to quit the Subject. He farther inſiſts, © The Words 
« manifeſtly contain, if not a Covenant made with, a 
« Promiſe made to Adam and all his Poſterity.— F not 
Alle begins to heſitate in his Aſſertion; to fluctuate in 
his Opinion; and I could hope, to ſee his Miſtake.— 
« Phe Words contain a Promiſe.” — And have you 
never read, that the Covenant of GOD, or the various 
Renewals and Ratifications of the Covenant of Grace, 
are ſtyled Covenants of Promiſe? Which conſiſt of pure 
Promiſes, and diſpenſe free Gifts? 

Obſerve the Tenour of the new Covenant, as it ſtands 
engroſſed by the Pen of Inſpiration. This is the Cove- 
nant, which I will make with the Houſe of Tfrael after 
thoſe Days, ſaith the LORD, I will put my Laws into 
tbeir Mind, and on their Hearts will I write them: And 1 
Will be to them a GOD, and they fhall be to me a People. 
And they ſhall not teach every Man his Neighbour, and 
every Man bis Brother, ſaying know the LORD. For all 
hall know me, from the leaſ of them, even unto the greateſt 
of them. ur, 1 * be merciful unto their Uurigbieouſ- 

nefſes, 
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neſſes, and their Sins and their Iniguities will I remember 
10 more.—W here are your Conditions in this Draught? 
Where are any Terms required of impotent Man? Is it 
not all Promiſe from the Beginning to the End ? That 
Repentance, and that Faith, for whoſe Conditionality 
you plead, are they not both comprehended in this 
heavenly Deed? And comprehended under the Form 
of Bleſſings vouchſafed, not of Taſks enjoined. —Does 
the Contract run in this Manner? l require and com- 
mand. Or in this Strain? I grant and beftow. The 
LORD fays, I will put my Laws; I will write tbem. — 
The Work ſhall not be laid on my Creatures, but done 
by myſelf. They ſhall be my People, and I will remember 
their Sins no more. What? Provided they perform ſuch 
and ſuch Duties. I read no ſuch Clauſe. I ſee no ſuch 
Proviſo.—All is abſolutely free; dependant on no Per- 
formance of ours; but flowing from ſovereign, ſupreme, 
ſelf- influenced Goodneſs. 

Juſt ſuch is that delightful Declaration, I will make an 
everlaſting Covenant with them, that I will not turn away 
from them to do them good; but I will put my Fear in their 
Heart, that they fhall not depart from me.—W hat you 
call Conditions muſt be compriſed in my Fear. This is 
repreſented as a ſingular Benefit, which GOD imparts; 
33 2 gracious Temper, which GOD implants; and both 
as dependent not on the Fidelity of Man, but on the 
Power and Veracity of GOD.—Another of your Con- 
ditions, I preſume, is, Perſeverance unto the End. 
This, in the Covenant of Grace is not enjoined, but 
ſecured ; ſecured, not by a ſtrict Prohibition of Apoſtacy, 
but by the omnipotent Interpoſition of JEHOVAH. 
I will put my Fear; ſo put my Fear into their Hearts, 
that they ſball not depart from me; ſhall never draw back 
unto Perdition.—Thus the Covenant becomes not 
tranſient, but everlaſting. Thus the Promiſe is not 
precarious, but ſure to all the 3 There ſeems to be 

. 45 
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as great a Difference, between this evangelical, and your 


legal Method of ſtating the Covenant; between fu. 


pending the Benefits on human Endeavours, and 
grounding them on divine Agency, as between hanging 
the Anchor on the Top of the Maſt, and * it at the 
Bottom of the Sea. 

Let me add one more Text, which now occurs to my 
Thoughts. Ye. are the Children of the Prophets, and of 
the Govenand which GOD made with our Fathers, ſaying 
unts Abraham, And in thy Sced ſhall: all the Kindreds of 
the Earth be bleſſeuk. Here the Covenant is firſt men- 
tioned in general; then particularly ſpecified. In. thy 
Seed ſhall all the Kindreds of the Earth-Z3e laid under 
Conditions? Be obliged to execute Terms? No; but, 
Fall be Bleſſed. Bleſſed with all Bleſſings, temporal, 
ſpiritual, eternal In thy Seed — That is in CHRIST— 
Without any Regard to Qualifications or Deeds of their 
own; entirely by Virtue of an Intereſt in his conſum- 
mately. excellent Actions, and conſummately precious 
Sufferings.— Then the Apoſtle ſingles out one ſpecia} 
and diſtinguiſhed Bleſſing of the Covenant; a Conver- 
fion from Darkneſs to Light. and from the: Power of Satan 
to the Service of GOD. Or, as it is expreſſed in the 
following Verſe, A turning from all Iniquity.—T his is ſtill 
exhibited to: our Contemplation, as the Fruit of tho 
Covenam of Grace; as the Thing. for which it makes 


Proviſon, not ntraductory to, but conſequent upon, ou 


Participation of it. 

If therefore, in- ſpeaking of Holineſs and Obedience, 
we repreſent them as the Promiſes, rather than the De- 
mands of the Covenant, we evidently follow the Apoſtle's 
Example. Were we to take the contrary Courſe, we 
mould act as prudently as the Sportſman, who, entering 
his Horſe for a Plate, chuſts to. have him walk back- 
yards, rather than run forwards: Would this increaſe 


As iii. 25, F 
g hs 
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lis Speed? Would this help him to outftrip his Rivals ? 
or enable him to win the Prize ?—Shall we, in order to 
avoid the Charge of Antinomianiſm rulh into this Ab- 
ſurdity? I am perſuaded you could not wiſh to ſee ſo 
egregious a Piece of Folly, even in your Enemy; much 
leſs in 


Your, Ge. 


LETTER 1X. 


The New Covenant — Free Grace — Antinomianiſm — 
Chrift the Surety of a better Covenant—Predeſtination—= 
Man's Imperfettion—Baratier — Freedom from Sin 

Veniai Sins Imputed Righttouſieſs. 


Rev. Six, 


[ WISH you would conſider with fome An that 
emphatical Memento of the Apoſtle, Siuce ye knew 
the Grace of GOD in Truth. Here he intimates, that 
we may have a Knowledge of Grace, which is not ge- 
mine; not free from corrupt Mixture, not true. lt may 
be ſo diſcoloured with Error, or blended with ſo much 
of the Law, as no longer to appear like itſelf. —The 
Language of ſuch, Perſons, is ſomewhat like the Lan- 
guage of the Jjraelites, after their Return from Captivity, 
who ſpoke neither the Hebrew, nor the Heatheniſh Dia- 
ect; but expreſſed themſelves half in the Speech of 
Abded, and half in the Speech of Sion. | 
Tc is true, ſays Apaſio, 1 cannot perform the Condi. 
17 is not true, ſays Mr. Wifley. This is 
pretty blunt, and gretty bold too; for it is, in effect, 
iffirming, that a Man dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins i is able 
o perform Conditions, Mr. Weſley is not aware, that 
Vor ,. Hg. „ CHRIST 


* 


CHRIST ſtrengthening us,“ is one of the Benefits of 


290 LETTERS TO THE REV. MR. WESLEY. 


the Covenant, comprehended in theſe Words, 7 will put 
my Laws into their Minds. 

* The Canditions of the new Covenant are, repent 
te and believe.” —It has been already ſhewn, that they 1 
are repreſented by the HOLY GHOST, not as Con- 
ditions, but as Bleſſings; not as Conditions required, but 


as Bleſſings beſtowed; not Conditions on which depends 0 
the Accompliſhment of the Covenant, but as happy } 
Fruits, or precious Effects, of the Covenant ; made, F 


and making good to Sinners, who are wholly without 
Strength. : c 
"30 equally true, * Apa 0, this 3 15 not required at þ 
my Hands, '« Tis equally true, ſays Mr. Weſley, that l 
is abſolutely falſe.” —This is doubtleſs, a home Thruſt. [ 
Alt behoves us to provide ſome Armour of Proof for 
our Defence; and this. the > Scripture furniſhes abun- 7 
dantly. It furniſhes us with more than robur & et t 
triplex. The Scripture ſets forth Juſtification, Salva- 
tion, and all Bleſſedneſs, as Things perfectly free; de- 
tached from all Works; dependent on no Conditions 
25 the Gifts of lovereign Goodneſs, and And rich 
race. =o 
. Though you, Sir, treat Apaſio | in ſo unceremonious a 
Manner, we will be more complaiſant ; you ſhall receive 
ſuch Entertainment from us, as the King of Babylm's 
Ambaſladors received from Hezekiab. We will on this 
Occaſion, ſhew you the Houſe of our precious Things, 
the Silver and the Gold, the Spices and the precious 
Ointment, and if not all, yet ſome of the Houſe of our 
Armour Xx. 

We are fayed, i is, we have all the Benefits of the 
new Covenant. By Grace.——By Grace ye are ſaved.— 
I is bf: Grace and no more of Works. —Who hath ſaved 
1ts, not according to our Works, but according to his Pur- 
Poſe and Grace 7. 


— 2 Kings WER oy Eph. ii. 5. Rom. x. 6. 2 a 
f rec 
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Freely — Being juſtified freely. — Ide Things that are 
freely given to us of GOD.—IWWhiſeever will, let him fake 
the Water of Life freely *. 

By Way of Gift—1f thou kneweſt the Gift of GOD— 


De Gift of GOD is eternal Life. —The free Gift came | 


upon all Men, to Fuſtification of Life 7. 

Without the Law——The SAHA of GOD with- 
out the Law.—That we might be juſtified, not by the 
Works of the Law. — If the Inheritance were of the 
Law . 

nd,” bY Works — Not of Works, but of bim that 
calleth us. Not by Works of Righteouſneſs, which we 
have doue, but according to his Mercy be Javed us.— 
Not having mine own Ri ghteouſneſs, which is of the 
Law ||. 

By Righteouſneſs, not performed, but imputed — 
Faith (in CHRIST, as our all) is imputed for Righ- 
teouſneſs. - GOD imputeth Righteouſneſs, without Works 
Ie whom it (that is the Merit of a dying and riling 
SAVIOUR) Hall be imputed d. 

Not by guiltleſs Behaviour, but by Remiſſion of Sins 
— Ble fed are they whoſe Tuiquities are forgiven, and whoſe 
Sins are covered —GOD was in CHRIST, reconciling. 
the World unto himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto 
them,—To give Knowledge of Salvation by the Remiſſon 
of their Sins **. | 

Not each by himſelf, but all by one—They all reign 
in Life, by one CHRIST JESUS. — By the Obedience of © 
one, ſhall many be made righteous. —By one Offering, he 
bath perfected for ever, thoſe that are ſanctiſied TE... 

By Faith alone—Being juſtified by Faitb. A Man 
ts Juſtified by Faith, without the Deeds of the Law. — 


„ Ron; ith. 3%/%fͤẽ f- 28, | Rev; xx; 19% + John 
u. 10. Rom. vi. 23. v. 18, 1 Rom. iii. 21. Gal. ii. 16. 
Il. 18. Rom. ix. 11. Tit. iii. 5. Phil. 3. 9. $ Rom. iv. 
5, 6, 23, 24, 25, ** Pal. xxxii. 1, 2 Cor. v. 19. Luke i. 77. 


tt Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. Heb. x. 14. | 
U 2 Through 
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Through him, all that believe are  Juſtified from all 

Things. 

Not on Account of Faith, as a Condition performed; 
but on Account of CHRIST, the Pearl of ineſtimable 
Price; which Faith receives, applies, and uſes 
has by himſelf purged away our Sins, by himſelf finiſhed 
our Tranſgreſſions, made Reconciliation for our Iniquities, 
and brought in an everlaſting Righteouſneſs f. 

This is the Doctrine of Scripture. Becauſe it is of 
the greateſt Importance, you ſee with what Care it is 
ſtared, and with what Copiouſneſs diſplayed, with what 
Zeal it is urged, and with what Vigilance guarded.— 
How folicitouſly the ſacred Writers uſe every Form of 
Speech that may exclude all human Works; may {et 
aſide all Conditions and Pre-requiſites, in order to ſu- 

erſede all Glorying, and aſcribe the Whole of our 

uſtification to the free Grace of GOD, and the ſole 

Merits of CHRIST. 

After. all theſe Teſtimonies of SE TI ſhall we till 
maintain, that the Covenant of Grace conſiſts of Con- 
ditions; depends upon Conditions; 1s ſuch as we cannot 
expect to have made good till certain Conditions are, 
by us, duly and truly fulfilled? Dagon may as well 
ſtand in the Preſence of the Ark, as ſuch a Notion in 
the Face of theſe evangelical Texts. All, all is free to 
us Sinners, though it was not free to CHRIST our 
SAVIOUR.—He paid the Price, He performed the 
Conditions. If you would know what Price was paid; 
what Conditions were performed, and on what Terms 
we inherit the Bleſſing ; you, Sir, may receive Infor- 
mation from Mr. John Weſley, who ſays, in his Com- 
ment; All the Bleſſings of the new Covenant are 
tec ſecured to us by the one Offering of CHRIST.” 
According to this Commentator, they are not only pro- 
ured for us, but fecured to us. How could either of 


* Rom. v. > - ii, 28. Ads xii. 39. F Heb. i. 3. Du. 
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theſe be true—Much more, how could the latter be 
fact—if the Bleſſings were ſuſpended on any Perform- 


ance or any Acquiſition of ours? If I am not to enjoy 


them until I diſcharge this or that Duty, they are not 
procured for me; if I am not to enjoy them unleſs I 
become poſſeſſed of this or that Quality, they are not 
ſecured to me; not ſecured to me, as the Eſtate is to 
an Heir, even whilſt he is a Minor, but only as the 
Prize is to a Racer, in caſe, by exerting his Speed and 
his Strength, he arrives firſt at the Goal; which was 
never yet called Security, but allowed to be mere Un- 
certainty. | 
As to this Point, others may receive Information fm 
the Prophet Zechariah. By the Blood of thy Covenant, 
J have ſent forth thy Priſoners out of the Pit, wherein 
was no Water *, Thy Priſoners, thoſe wretched Crea- 
tures, who were in a State of Guilt, and under the Sen- 
tence of Death ; ſubje& to the Tyranny of the Devil, 


and liable to the Damnation of Hell. In this diſmal. 


State they were, as in a Pit unfathomably deep; from 
which there ſeemed no Poſſibility of Eſcape, nor any 
Method of Deliverance. A Pit, in which there is 20 
Mater, nothing but abſolute Miſery, without a Gleam 
of Hope, or a Drop of Comfort. I have ſent them 
forth into a Place of Liberty; where they obtain Par- 
don, and enjoy Peace, are fatisfied with the Plenteouſ- 
neſs of my Houſe, and drink of my Pleaſures as out 
of a River. All this, by the Blood of thy Covenant.— 
Blood was the righteous Term, Blood was the dreadful 
Requirement, even that infinitely precious Blood of 
CHRIST, on which the Covenant of our Freedom was 
eſtabliſhed, and by which its rich Bleflings are pro- 
cured, Which is . ny Covenant . O „ of 


* Zech ix. It, | ; 
+ 2 by Covenant. The Words are not addreſſed to CHRIST, but 
to his Church. As the Hebrew nR being i in the feminine Gender in« 


timates, 
—_ Sion, 
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Sion, thou Church of the firſt-born, becauſe it was made | 
in thy Name; made with thy divine Surety, and for | 
thy unſpeakable Good. 
c This is not only falſe, but moſt dangerouſly falſe 
{£6 (Ns | we allow This, Antinomianiſm comes in with a 
cc full Tide.” Pray, Sir, what do you mean by Anti- 
. nomianiſm ? Such a Contrariety to the Law, as debaſes 
its Dignity; deprives it of its proper Honour and pro- 
per End * ? 

_ Surely then, not Afpaſio o's, but Mr. Wilky 8 Tenets, 
are chargeable with this Kind of Heterodoxy. Since 
they would cauſe the Law to be put off with a Mite, 
- when Millions of Talents are its Due—Oblige it to be 

content with errant. Deficiency, when the moſt ſinleſs 
- Obedience, and the moſt exalted Perfection are what 
it demands. 

Do you mean by Aenne iſm, ſuch a Contrariety 
to the Law, as diſre gards its Duties, and violates its 
N Then the Apoſtle Paul ſhall reply, The Grace 
F GOD, which bringeth Salvation, hath appeared unto al 
: Men: ; teaching us, that denying Ungodlineſs and worldly 

Luſts, we ſhould live ˙ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly.— 
- The Grace-of GOD, his infinitely free F *avour, of which 
we have a Specimen in, the preceding Texts, which 
- ſcorns to be ſhackled with Conditions, or meanly de- 
; pendent. on human Endeavours—This Grace, requir- 
ing nothing of the Creature, but bringing Satoalian, 
ſpiritual and eternal Salvation, finiſhed by the incar- 

nate CREATOR, and free for the chiefeſt of Sinners. 
1 — This Grace being revealed in the Goſpel, being dil 
cerned by Faith, and thus. - appearing in Luſtre, and 
9 with Power, to all Men—To Men of every Rank, ever 


m_ 
* 


1 — ﬀ wut » pry a . 8 1 — "FREY 


* The End of the commanding Law is Righteouſneſs, Rom. X. 4. 7 
The End of the violated Law is Puniſhment, Gal. iii. 10. Both theſe ch 
Ends are, anſwered by the Interpoſition of an obedient, and crucified G 
"REDEEM ER, but on no other Scheme, and in no other Manner Ne 


whatever. 


Age, 
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Age, every Character; making no Difference between 
the Servant and his Maſter, between the ruddy Strip- 


ling and the hoary Sire; between the vile Proſtitute and 
the : chaſte Veſtal, but opening its inexhauſtible Treaſures, 


to be received-by one as well as the other—This Grace 
does what? * Cauſe Antinomianiſm,” or practical 
Ungodlineſs, © to. come in with a full Tide?” Quite the 
Reverſe It repreſſes it like an immoveable Barrier. It 
teaches us to deny *, to renounce Ungodlineſs, all Us- 
godlineſs, not only — groſs Abominations, but 


*voridly. Luſts alſo, every vicious Inclination, and every 


irregular Deſire. Farther, it teaches us to live ſoberly, 


with regard to ourſelves, rigbteouſiy towards our Neigh- 
 bours, and godly to our great CREATOR. 


The original Word is particularly beautiful and ſig- 
nificant, it is not raocu, preſcribeth, by Way of Rule, 


nor erilacces, enjoineth, by Way of Authority; but 


waidevson, teacheth, by Way of Inſtruction, pointeth 
out the effectual Method of obeying the Precepts, and 
conforming to the Rule. A Tyrant may command his 
Slave to write, or make a Proficiency in Writing, A 


kind Tutor forms him to it, ſhews him how to do it, and 


renders, what otherwiſe would be an irkſome, perhaps 
an impracticable Taſk, both eaſy and: pleaſant.— So this 
Grace clearly manifeſted in the Underſtanding, and cor- 


dially apprehended by the Will, renders every Duty of 


Holineſs both practicable and pleaſant; it gives us a 


Heart, and a Hand, and Ability to exerciſe ourſelves 
unto univerſal Godlineſs. 


CHRIST has performed all that was ; conditionary for 


| me, fays Apaſi 0, i. Has he enen and believed 


* The Word is ape, which does not ai to aboliſh to- 
tally, or to deſtroy utterly; but to diſavow and renounce, to refaſe 
Admittance, or not to yield Compliance. There may be, even in 
the Regenerate ſome Remainders of Ungodlineſs, but influenced by 
Grace, they will conſtantly. turn a deaf Far to its 0 or 


n ſay * to its Demands. 
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e for you?” ſays Mr. Weſtey ; a Queſtion already f 

anſwered in the Dialogues.—* No; replies Mr. Weſtey, ' 
ic not anſwered, but evaded, He performed all that 1 
ce was conditionary in the Covenant of Works, is no- tt 
te thing to the Purpoſe, for we are not talking of that, c 
e but of the Covenant of Grace. Give mie Leave Fc 
to tell you, Sir, that you are greatly miſtaken here, we d 
are talking, at leaſt we ought to be talking of the Co- W 


venant of Works, when we talk of the Covenant, which ir 

CHRIST came under. It was a Covenant of Works cc 

to him, which, by his Execution of it, became a Co- Fc 

venant of Grace, for us. He became anſwerable for g 
our Debt, the Debt was exacted without the leaſt Abate- ſt 
ment. In this Reſpect GOD ſpared not his own Son. de 
And is not this the Tenour, are not ſuch the Effects ce 
| of a Covenant of Works? bi 
_ CHRIST is called the Surety of a better Covenan, in 
that is a Surety provided and admitted by a better Co- ﬀl » 

venant: In this Peculiarity, infinitely momentous and Wi 

comfortable, the new Covenant is better, becauſe it of 

brings in a Subſtitute, to diſcharge what was contracted ur 
under the old, which neither provided, nor allowed, 

nor knew any ſuch Thing.—Ir is written, CHRIST Was D 

made under the Law; therefore not under a Covenant pl 

of Grace. If you can ſhew me, in the Conſtruction pe 

of the Law, any Hint of Faith in the Merits of. another, yo 
or any Mention of Repentance unto Life, J will re- th 
tract my Opinion, that CHRIST performed whatever D. 
was conditionary; I will do Honour to thoſe genteel hi 
Expreſſions, and ſubmit to thoſe cogent Arguments, A; 
te *Tis not true Tis nothing to the Purpoſe — Tis Cc 
ec abſolutely, falſe.” ne. 
ce If CHRIST's perfect Obedience be ours, we have thi 

te no more Need * Pardon than CHRIS T himſelf, an 
« The Conſequence is good, you have ſtarted an Ob. on 


ec jection which you cannot anſwer.” It is anſwered 


in the 3 in a ſatisfactory, or inſul- 


ficient 
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ficient Manner, the Reader muſt determine. But ſup- 

ſe we admit the Conſequence; it implies no more, 
than the Apoſtle affirms—By one Offering he hath Ner- 
felled for ever them that are ſanctiſed. Let me tranſ- 
cribe your own * Explication of this Paſſage—<©« He 
* hath done” (obſerve, you yourſelf ſpeak of CHRIST”s 
doing; in this Place oxy of CHRIST's doing, yet I 
would not be ſo injurious to your good Senſe, as to 
imagine that you exclude his Suffering) © all that was 
« needful, in order to their full Reconciliation with 
f GOD.” This Expoſition J approve, as far as it 
goes, only you have omitted one very weighty Circum- 
ſtance, comprehended in the Word “ ever;” by this 
doing and ſuffering, Belie vers are fully and perfectly re- 
conciled, not for a Day only, or for any particular Time, 
but for ever. The Pardon is irrevocable; the Bleſſ- 
ing unalienable. Not like the Moon, which now 
waxes, and anon wanes, but like the Sn, which is al- 
ways the ſame; ever ſhines with the ſame Plenitude 
of Rays; and needs only ro appear, in order to appear 
unchangeably bright. 

This reminds me of a more direct Anſwer to your 
Difficulty. The repeated Pardon, which Believers im- 
plore, 1s only a Witneſs- bearing to the Truth, or a re- 
peated Manifeſtation of it to our Conſciences.— Will 
you find fault with this Doctrine? Might you not, for 
the very ſame Reaſon, ſay, if the Atonement of CHRIST 's 
Death, was abſolutely perfect, there could be no Need of 
his Interceſſion at GOD's right Hand? Yes, for the actual 
Application of the great Atonement, and the continual 
Communication of its happy Fruits, this Interceſſion is 
neceſſary. So, though our Juſtification is complete, 
though our Sins haye all been laid upon our LORD; 
and are not to be done away by ſome Duties of our 
dyn, but already done away by the Sacrifice of HIM- 


. Explanatory Notes: in lic. SELF 
SELF ; 
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-SELF; yet the Application of this Bleſſing, the Re. 
. velation of it to our Hearts, is daily, hourly, inceſſantly 
needful. Therefore he faith, ſpeaking of his 2 ; 
the Church, I will water it every. Moment, —Whereby? 
| In what Manner? What ſpiritual: Bleflings correſpond 
| with watering the thirſty Soil? The Diſcovery of com- 
| | plete Pardon, of complete Acceptance, of complete 5 
Salvation in CHRIST. This will make the Soul like f 
a watered Garden.— This wil cauſe Joy and Holineſs MW 1 
to bloſſom as a Roſe. f 
Both the Branches of the Lock the preceptive and c 
the penal, in the Caſe of Guilt contracted, muſt be ſa- c 
tisfied. © Not fo.” If not, one of them muſt paſs c 


- unſatisfied, and unfulfilled. Whereas, our LORD de- ©; 
clares, that Heaven and Earth fhall paſs away, ſooner M © 
than one Jot, or one Tittle of the Law ſhall fail of is M + 
Accompliſnment. Will you undertake to prove, either Ml c 
_ that the preceptive, or elſe that the penal Part of this I p 
Law, does not conſtitute ſo much as one Jot or one 1 
Tittle of its Contents? Then, and then only, your Aſ- t 
ſertion may conſiſt with our LORD's Declaration. 2 
This will be an Undertaking as adventurous as 925 
next is difingenuous. 
Not ſo, CHRIST by his Death alone; (ſo our WM Pe 
« Church teaches) fully ſatisfied for the Sins of the 0 
„ whole World.” —By his Death alone, that is, in Con- ff 
tradliſtinction to all human Works, as efficient or ad- 'fo 
jutant Cauſes: Fully ſatisfied, that is, without having, 7 
and without needing the Concurrence of any human « 
Satisfaction. It is ſpoken in Oppoſition to our Endea- | « 
vours, not to his own moſt - glorious Obedience. But 10 
do you really want to be informed that our Church 2 
means no ſuch Thing, as you would inſinuate? Have 1 
: you never heard her profeſs, and require to believe, d 
- what Aßppaſio maintains? If not, be pleaſed to read the I ar 
| Quotations from her ener which he has _— pl 
0 Al 
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vol. II. Page 316, 317 *. Read theſe, and I cannot 
but think, you have Modeſty enough to bluſh at an 
Attempt, to palm upon the Public, ſuch an apparent 
Miſrepreſentation of our venerable Mother. 

« The ſame great Truth is manifeſtly taught in the 


« xxxiſt Article.” What? That CHRIST, by his 
' Death alone, or by ſhedding his Blood alone without ful- 


filling the Law perfecthy, ſatisfied for the Sins of the 
World! Then the Articles and the Homilies moſt 
flatly contradi& one another. Upon this you aſk; Is 
« it therefore fair, is it honeſt, for any one to plead 
« the Articles of our Church in Defence of abſolute 


« Predeſtination ?” Indeed, Sir, I know not what you 


mean by this Interrogatory, or at what you aim. Does 


 Aſpaſio plead the Articles for any ſuch Purpoſe? Not - 


that he ould: be afraid, in Caſe there was an evident 


Occaſion, to advance ſuch a Plea, and perhaps might 
: put Mr. Weſley to greater Difficulty than he is aware of, 
in order to elude the Force of it. But he does not in 
this Place come within View of the Point; nor ſo much 
as remotely hint at it. No, nor in any Part of the 


* As this Pamphlet may poſſibly fall into the Hands of ſome 


Perſons, who have not the Book, entitled Theron and Aſpaſio, I will, 


for their Sakes, tranſcribe one of the Teſtimonies, to which we are 


referred. 
In the Homily, concerning the Salvation of Mankind, we read the 


following Words.—** The Apoſtle toucheth three Things; which 


6 muſt go together in Juſtification. On GOD 's Part his great Mercy 
« and Grace. On CHRIS Ls Part, the Satisfaction of GOD's 


40 Juſtice, or the Price of our Redemption, by the Offering of his 


« Body and ſhedding of his precious Blood, with fulfilling of the 
« Law perfectly. On our Part, true and lively Faith in the Merits 


6 of FESUS CHRIST, which yet is not ours, but by GO D' 


« Working in us.“ You ſee, according to the Judgment of our 
Reformers, not only the Offering of CHRIST*s Body, and the Shed. 


ding of CHRIST vo Blood, but alſo his perfect fulfillipg of the Law, 


are the adequate Price of our Redemption. Vet Mr. Weſley. is 


T pleaſed to exclude the latterz and ventures to affirm that.he has the 


Authority of our Church for ſuch an Opinion, and for ſuch a Practice. 
8 three 
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three Volumes, does he once touch upon abſolute Pre. 
deſtination, much leſs does he plead the Articles of our 5 
Church in its Defence. So that your inferential Word 
& therefore,” is a Concluſion without Premiſes.” 
Abſolute Predeſtination is a Phraſe not to be found in 
all the Dialogues, or in any of the Letters. But it is a 
Phraſe which Mr.. Weſtey thinks to be alarming and 
diſguſting, on which Mr. Waſiey has learned to ſay many 
horrible and ſhocking Things; therefore be 1t right or 
wrong, be it true or-falſe, Aſpafio ſhall be charged with 
the obnoxious Expreſſion, When he mentions Pre- 
deſtination, it is in the very Words of Scripture ; with- 4 
out dwelling upon the Subject; without reſting his 


Cauſe upon it; without attempting either to explain, ot 1 
co eſtabliſh it. This he leaves, and ever will leave, to 
dlearer Heads and abler Pens. As to your * abſolute,” * 
this is not what Aſpaſio ſpeaks, but what Mr. Maſey 2 
would make him ſpeak, a Word, which in this Con- * 
nection he never uſed, nor ſo much as dreamt of uſing, Hh 
for which Reaſon, I call it, not his, but Yours. —May ] ar 
not then retort your own Queſtion? And aſk, is it fair, is p 
it honeſt, to put into your Friend's Mouth Words which 4. 
he never uſed, and then exclaim againſt them? 1 | 
What follows in this Paragraph is prodigious indeed, MM . , 
| © Seeing the xviith Article barely defines the Term;” M . | 
that 1 is, the Church does not believe the Doctrine, nor " 
require any ſuch Belief from her Members? Why then 
does ſhe ſelect it for one of the Articles? Why pro- = 
nounce it agreeable to GOD's Word? Why forbid _ 
Diſputation againſt it? Pity, but we had been acquainted I _ © 
with this fine Diſtinction when we were Students at ; , 
Oxford. We then declared our Approbation of the . 
academical Statutes; we engaged to obſerve them all, * 
and confirmed our Engagement with an Oath.— But 
how eaſily might we have eluded the Obligation, i, * 
when called upon for Conformity and Obedience, this os 


 Salvg 
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Salvo had come into our Heads; © The Univerſity does 


« not. in theſe Statutes, ſet forth our Duty, but barely 


« defines the Terms; ſhe does not inſiſt upon a Con- 
« formity, but only flouriſhes a little upon Terms, and 


« Jeaves us to obey or diſobey, as we ſhall feel ourſelves 


« jnclined.“ | 

« Barely defines the Term, witheur either affirming 
« or denying the Thing.” How! Does ſhe not af- 
firm the Thing? when ſhe ſtiles it an excellent Benefit of 
GOD? Declares it to be full of ſweet, pleaſant, and un- 


ſpeakable Comfort to the Godly ? That it greatly eftabliſhes 


and confirms their Faith of eternal Salvation, and fervently 
tindles their Love towards GOD? «© Not affirm the 
„Thing!“ — When ſhe expreſsly aſcribes ſuch Fruits 
and Conſequents to it! This is not only affirming, but 
affirming with the higheſt Approbation, like proclaiming 
the King, and placing the Crown upon his Head. 

In one Part of your Preſervative, you enumerate, and 
very properly diſplay, what you call © the five Benefits 
« of Baptiſm.” Suppoſe a 2uaker upon reading this 
Paſſage ſhould ſay, Friend Yeſ/ey, thou barely defineſt 
« the Term, thou neither affirmeſt nor denieſt the 
© Thing—This is no Proof that thou thyſelf believeſt a 
« Tittle of Water Baptiſm, or wouldeſt have thy 
« Readers believe the Reality of any ſuch Ordinance.” 
Should the Quaker argue thus, he would argue juſt like 
yourſelf. But I apprehend he would not be ſo boldly 
diſingenuous, he would rather confeſs; Friend John 


&« doth certainly maintain and believe theſe Things; but 


te his Opinion is miſtaken, and his Arguments are in- 
te concluſive.” The xxxiſt Article totally overthrows 
« Predeſtination, and razes it from the Foundation.” 
If fo, it makes one Article contradict another: Conſe- 
quently, weakens the Authority, and undermines the 


Credibility of them all. In this Article are two Points 


more particularly proper for our Enquiry. The great 
| Salvation, 
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Salvation, and the Number of the Saved] cannot bur 
query, whether you believe the former or rightly un- 
derſtand the latter? 

The great - Salvation, expreſſed in the following 
Words; The Offering of CHRIST once made, is that 
c perfect Redemption, Propitiation, and Satisfaction for 
« all the Sins of the whole World, both original and 
« actual.“ If I take theſe Words as I am enjoined, in 
the literal and grammatical Senfe, I muſt believe, that 
CHRIST engaged to ſatisfy offended Juſtice, for every 
Sin which I have committed, or ſhall commit, through. 
out my whole Life. My paſt Sins at that Time, had 
no more Exiſtence, than my future Sins have at this 
Hour, but both were equally laid upon my LORD. 

Having undertaken this greateſt of all Works, I muſt 
believe that he fully accompliſhed it; and actually ſatis- 
| fied for all my Tranſgreſſions, of every Kind and every 
Pate,—A Poſſibility, or mere Chance of being redeemed, 
can never be reckoned a perfect Redemption; neither 
would our SAVIOUR have paid down a poſitive Price 
for a precious conditional Good, much leſs would he 
have paid an immenſe, an infinite Price, upon a bare 
Uncertainty, whether it ſhould take any Effect, or ever 
obtain its deſired Endl believe therefore, that the 
Satisfaction is made for me, that GOD has received the 
all-ſufficient Atonement in Behalf of all my Provoca- 
tions, and that there 1s no more Ground of Condemna- 
tion for me a vile Sinner, than there is Room for the 
Proſecution of an Inſolvent, all whoſe: Debts. are de- 
frayed, even to the very laſt Mite. - 

The Number of the Saved, expreſſed in thoſe Words 
Ehe Sins of the whole World. This I acknowledge to 
be the Language of Scripture ; and I promiſe myſelf 
you will bear with me, while I offer my Thoughts, 
. concerning the Occaſion and the Ingen of ſuch Lan- 


guage. 
In 
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In the Antediluvian and Pairiarchal. Ages, the LORD 
JIEHOVAH confined his Favour to a few particular 
Families. When he formed his Jſrael into a common- 
wealth, he choſe them to himſelf, and ſeparated them 
from all other Nations. To them he gave his Oracles, 
his Ordinances and his Covenants, yea, he honoured and 
indulged them . with his divine Preſence: In this the 
[raelites gloried; they appropriated this Privilege to 
themſelves, and held other People at a Diſtance, looking 
upon them as Strangers, and without GOD in the 
World; hence that choſen Seed ſpares not to ſay, 
© We are thine; thou never beareſt Rule over them; 


| © they were not called by thy Name.” —At the Com- 


mencement of the MESSIAH's Kingdom, the LORD 
purpoſed to change the Scene, and vary the Diſpenſation, 
by admitting both Fews and Gentiles to an Intereſt in the 
great Salvation; as they were equally chargeable with 
Sin, and equally liable to the Curſe, they ſhould now 
ſtand upon a Level; be equally Sharers in that divine 
SAVIOUR, who ſubmits to be made Sin, and to be 
made a Curſe for both alike. This the HOLY 
GHOST expreſsly and repeatedly promiſed, He (that 
is, the REDEEMER which is to come) ſhall ſpeak 
Peace unto the Heathen ; His Dominion ſhall be from Sea 
even to Sea, and from the River even to the End of the 
Earth. 

Notwithſtanding fuch Prophecies, and ſuch Promiſes, 
our LORD himſelf, when he entered-upon his Miniſtry, 
ated a diſcriminating Part, and kept up the Partition 
Wall; in Purſuance of that Declaration, 7 am not ſent, 
but unto the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, When he 
ſent forth his Diſciples to preach and to teach, he gave 
them alſo a Command to ſhew the ſame partial Regard; 


| Go ye not into the Way of the Gentiles, This Conduct of 


our LORD, both under the old Teſtament and the new, 
confirmed the Fews in their ſeli-flattering Notion, = 
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they were, and ever ſhould be, a favourite Nation, and 2 
peculiar People. The Gentiles on the other Hand, were 


no leſs diſcouraged; apprehending that as they were, ſo 
they ever ſhould be, Aliens from the Commonwealth if 


| Fragl. But in order to convince the Fews of their 
Miſtake; in claiming the Blefling of AZrabam to them- 
ſelves; and 1n order to affure the poor diſcarded Gentiles 
that they ſhould be Fellow Heirs and of the ſame Boch; 
our LORD, in his laſt Charge to his Apoſtles, alters the 
Stile of his Cotnmiſlion; and enlarges the Sphere of their 
ſeveral Departments. It is now no longer, Go not into 
the Way of the Gentiles, but quite the reverſe, Go teach al! 
Nations, all the World, yea; and every Creature, whoſoever 
believeth, whether Few or Gentile, ſhall be ſaved. 

Still the Jes were hardly induced to give the right 
Hand of Fellowſhip to their Brethren the Genliles — For 
St. Peter cries, with ſome Indignation; Not fo, LORD. 

Still the Gentiles, hardly perſuaded that they ſhould be 
Partakers of the Grace, reaſoned againſt themſelves; 

The LORD bath utterly ſeparated me from his People. — 
Therefore the LORD, to intercept all the deſponding 
Objections of the latter, and to bring down the high 
diſdainful Imaginations of the former, declares in a Va- 

riety of Places, that the Difference no longer ſubſiſts, 
that CHRIST has thrown down the Partition Wall, and 
laid all plain and common, and free.—Though the 
giving of the Law pertained to T/rael only, the LORD 
 FESUS gave himſelf a Ranſom for ALL Propis. 

Though the paſchal Lamb extended its Influence only 
to the Circumciſion, the LAMB of GOD is a Propiti- 
ation for the Sins of the whole World, even though it be 
not circumciſed. And now GOD would have all Men, 

whether bond or free, Jews or Gentiles, Greeks or Bar- 
| Barians, to be ſaved, by coming unto the Knowledge of 

the aj pron | 
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This Account gives us the true Cauſe, and points out 


the intended Uſe, of ſuch univerſal Phraſes. They are 


calculated to abate the Pride of the , to encourage 
the deſpiſed Gentiles, and by excluding none, they give 
Encouragement for ali to come, becauſe, though every 
individual Perſon will not be ſaved, yet wheſvever cometh 
ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out. By this Interpretation, the 
Phraſe is neither inconſiſtent with other Texts, neither 
does our Church contradict herſelf. 

Upon the whole, you will pleaſe to obſerve, that 1 
ſhould never have tquched upon this Subject, had not 
your Objections, far fetched and forced as they are, 
given me a kind of Challenge. And now I have 
touched upon the Subject, it is not as a Champion for 
the Cauſe, but only to ſhew the Weakneſs and the In- 
conſiſtency of your arguing, how little you avail yourſelf 
even on a Point, where you think Oppoſition vain, and 
your Arm irreſiſtible, 

cc Believers, who are notorious Tranſgreſſors, i inthem- 
et ſelves, have a ſinleſs Obedience in CHRIST.” This 
Paſſage you ſelect as faulty, I preſume, becauſe it is op- 
polite to your favourite Tenet, “ Perfection in perſonal 
e Holineſs,” —By notorious, I mean acknowledged, con- 


feſſed, indiſputably ſuch. If you are not ſuch a Tranſ- 


greſſor, why do you daily confeſs yourſelf * a miſerable 
e Sinner?” Why do you acknowledge, that you are 
te tied and bound with the Chain of your Sins,” and 
declare before all Men, that there is no Health in you?” 
All this Mr. We/ley ſpeaks with his Lips, and I would 
hope believes in. his Heart. Yet all this does not 
amount © to a vferious Tranſgreſſor.“ Pray then, 
good Sir, inform us, what Sort of Tranſgreſſor i is de- 
ſeribed by all theſe Expreſſions. 

You cry out, O Syren Song!” The Pſalmiſt would 
have taught you a better Exclamation. If this is the 
Caſe, let us rejoice with trembling Are we notorious 

Yor. IV. X Tranſgreſſors 
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Tranſgreſſors i in Ourſelves? The Conſciouſneſs of this WW z, 
15 the ſtrongeſt Motive to Humility—Have we a ſinleſs 
Obedience in CHRIST? The Belief of this is an abun- 5 
dant Source of Joy. When you add © pleaſing Sound a 
0 James Wheatly! Thomas Williams! James Relly!” : 
I am quite aſhamed of your Meanneſs, and grieved at af 
your uncharitable Raſhneſs. How unworthy is Tuch a C 
Procedure, either of the Gentleman, the Chriſtian, or the lM ;; 
Man of Senſe! Unworthy the Gentleman, to ſtigmatize 
by Name, and expoſe to the moſt public Infamy. Un- WW 
9 the Chriſtian, whoſe Charity concealeth, rather 
than divulgeth and proclaimeth upon the Houſe Tops.— 
Unworthy the Man of Senſe, who knows that the Miſ- 


carriages of a Profeſſor, are no Argument againſt the 


Soundneſs of a Doctrine; if they were, would not your 4 
own Principles totter? Nay, how could Chriftianty D ; 
itſelf ſtand? Thi 
Elijah failed in his Reſignation, and even Moſes him- de, 
ſelf ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips. It is true, fays W:1; 
Mr. Weſley. But if you could likewiſe fix ſome Blot I noſt 
« upon venerable Samuel, and beloved Daniel, it would fall 
ec prove nothing.” I have no Deſire to fix a Blot, but Myjcr 
if I find it in the moſt accompliſhed Character, this We x 
proves the Propoſition, which A/pafio maintains; That 
< the very beſt of Men fall ſhort, thar the very beſt of 
« Men will be found guilty, if tried by the righteous Law That 
« That the very beſt of Men, have nothing more to Noms 
& plead for Acceptance with the HIGH and HOLY tems 
cc One; than the Criminal, who Yeſterday murdered his amm 
« Benefattor; To-morrow is to be executed for his {Wn e 
« Crime, and is now flying to the Redemption that is in ¶ leſſe 
« CHRIST FESUS for the Chief of Sinners.” guiſhe 
« No Scripture teaches that the Holineſs of Chriſtians Holin 


tc js to be meaſured by that of any Few.” I ſhould be lift 
afraid to advance ſuch a Poſition, after having read that 
general Exhortation, Be ye Followers of them, who 
through 
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through Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes; and thoſe 
more particular References to the ancient Saints, com- 
priſed in the eleventh Chapter to the Hebrews, Were not 
they Jews? Does not the Apoſtle propoſe them as Pat- 
terns for our Imitation? Is not this his Language, let us 
alſo in Conformity to their Practice ?—The Spirit of 
CHRIST was in them; and © they obtained (even from 
the ſupreme JUDGE) a good Report.” Agreeably 
to this divine Teſtimonial, we are directed to learn from 
Abel, a fiduciary Dependence on the great Atonement, 
and from Enoch, a Life of Communion with a reconciled 
GOD. The Prophets are recommended to our Con-. 
templation, as Examples of ſuffering Affliction, and of 
« Patience.” Elijah is ſet before us as an Inſtance of 
perſevering and ſucceſsful Prayer: and we are directed 
to walk in the Steps of our Father Abraham's Faith. 
This was the Counſel of an Apoſtle to others; this was 
the Aim of an Apoſtle with regard to himſelf; therefore 
[think, it can never be unworthy of you, or unfit for the 
moſt advanced among your Diſciples. For my Part, I 
ſhall reckon myſelf truly happy; I ſhall bleſs the Day, 
whereon I was born; if I may but be enabled to follow 
tie Footſteps of theſe illuſtrious Leaders, though 


— — Non paſſibus æquis. 


That Chriſtians ought to riſe above the Level of the 
common Fews, I freely own. Mr. Weſley's Miſtake 
ems to lay in confounding the common with the un- 
ammon, in not diſcerning the Difference between any 
ad every; between ſome and all. Some Jets were 
lleſſed with extraordinary Endowments, they had diſtin- 
miſhed Communications of the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Holineſs. They were as the © Stones of a Crown, 
" lifted up as an Enſign upon his Land.” Their great 
itchievements and eminent Attainments are deſcribed in 
e aforementioned Chapter, which may truly be ſtiled 
e Golden Legend; great Things impoſſible to Fleſh 
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and Blood, they both performed and ſuffered. Such as ; 
charafteriſe a Saint of the higheſt Rank.—To imitate t 
theſe is the Duty of a/l Chriſtians; to equal them 1 is the / 
Privilege of fe. tl 

Let me idluſtrate this Sentiment; the Reader, I appre- m 
hend, will hardly think it needs Confirmation. — Every tt 
Graduate in the Univerſity, much more every Miniſter ar 
of the Goſpel, ought to exceed the School Boy in Learn- re 
ing and Knouledge Vet there have been School Boys be 
with whom few Miniſters, and fewer Graduates, wil 
venture to compare themſelves. A recent Inſtance of I N 
this Kind, we have in the famous Baratier. This won— 
derful Youth when he was but four Years old, ſpoke 
French to his Mother, High Dutch to his Maid. At the 
Age of ſix, he explained the Hebrew Text, as ready a 
if it had been his native German. When other Lads are 
ſcarce able to read with F luency and Propriety their 
Mother Tongue, he was not only acquainted with, but 
Maſter of, five ſeveral Languages. In his Eleventh 
Year he publiſhed a learned Latin Diſſertation, and 
tranſlated a Book of Travels, out of Hebrew into French, 
While a mere Boy he was qualified to diſpute with 
Profeſſors of the Sciences, was honoured with a Seat at 
an Eccleſiaſtical Synod, and admitted to the Degree of 
Doctor in Philoſophy: Upon this Narrative I ſhall only 
obſerve, that many of the Jews, whoſe Names are im- 
mortalized in Scripture, were, in Faith, in Godlinels 
and all that is exemplary, ſo many. Baratiers. 

cc Do not the beſt of Men frequently feel Diſorder in 
ce their Affections? Do they not often complain, when 
I would do good, Evil is preſent with me?” ©] 


cc believe not.” What a Proof is here! How well « ;.., 
ſuited to its Office; which is to controul the Current i 47: 
and over-rule the Evidence of ancient and modern Con 5 ber 
ſent. But why don't you believe what Aſpaſio ſuppoſes: 3 
I your Diſbelief e on Fact? Are you acquainted - 2 

wi is H. 


LETTERS TO THE REV. MR. WESLEY. 369 
with any People, who feel no Diſorder in their Aﬀec- 


tions? Who always do good in fhe completeſt Manner.? 


And never have Evil preſent with them ? If ſo, what are 


their Names? Where do they live? We would go 
many Miles to ſee them. You have no Averſion to 
the Mention of Names, when Cenſure is the Motive, 
and public Diſgrace the Effect, why ſhould you be fo 
reluctant, when Honour and diſtinguiſhed Reſpe& would 
be the Conſequence ?. 


Do they not ſay, we groan, being burdened with the 


Workings of inbred Corruption? © This is not the 
« Meaning of the Text. The whole Context ſhews 
« the Cauſe of that Groaning was their longing to be 
« with CHRIS7.” You need not on this Occaſion 
rummage the Context, or take a Journey to find what 
is at your Door. The Sentence itſelf ſhews, as plainly 
as Words can ſhew, the Cauſe of their Groaning. We 
groan, it is not ſaid becauſe we long to be with CHRIST. 
This might be a Truth; but this is not the Cauſe aſ- 
ſigned, © We groan becauſe we are burdened.” Bur- 
dened with what? Aſpaſio anſwers, with a Body of Sin 
and Death, or with what the Apoſtle himſelf ſtiles ve 
ile. This, whatever it means, was the Load that 
encumbered them, oppreſſed them, and made them ſigh 
ardently for Deliverance. Does not this ſignify all the 
Infirmities and Diſorders of the preſent mortal State? 
Among which the ſad Effects of inbred Corruption, are 
none of the leaſt. Theſe gave thoſe magnanimous, but 
pious Souls, more Uneaſineſs than all other Kinds of 
Affliction whatever “. : 

* « We groan, being burdened, with a Senſe of our ſpiritual In- 
* firmities, and with the Workings of inbred Corruption.” This 
5 pafio's Interpretation. We groan, being burdened with num- 


* berleſs Infirmities, Temptations and Sins.” This is Mr. We/ley's 


Interpretation in his Expoſitory Notes on the New Teffament. Yet 
here he denies what there he affirms.—It is ſaid, I think of Iſmael; 
ti Hand will be againſt every Man. Mr. Weſley goes a Step farther. 
His Hand is againſt himſelf, as well as againſt every Body elle. 
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The Cure of Sin will be perfected in Heaven. « Nay, 
te ſurely in Paradiſe.” — Aſpaſio knows no Difference 
between Paradiſe and Heaven; Paradiſe is the King- 
dom where CHRIST reigns; and is not this Heaven? 
Paradiſe is the Region where the Tree of Life groms; 
and is not this Heaven? Heaven denotes the Place, 
Paradiſe deſcribes its Nature, a Place of conſummate 
Bliſs and abſolute Perfection, where is the Fulneſs of 
Joy and Pleaſure for evermore.—However, if it can be 
proved, that they are different Abodes, and imply dif. 
ferent States *; then Apaſio would be underſtood to 
ſay, the Cure of Sin is completed in Paradiſe; or as 
ſoon as the Believer drops his Fleſh, and enters the in- 

viſible World, | 
This (a perfect Conformity to GOD) is a noble 

Prerogative of the beatific Viſion. No;“ ſays Mr. 
Weſley. Though St. John, one would think, had ſettled 
and aſcertained this Point beyond all Contradiftion— 
We ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him, as be is.— 
« We ſhall,” which intimates, that at preſent we are 
not perfectly like him“ For,” which denotes the ef- 
ficient Cauſe of this Advancement and Felicity; this 
complete Transformation into the divine Image “ We 
& ſhall ſee him,“ no longer through a Glaſs, but Face 
to Face. We ſhall receive the cleareſt Manifeſtation 
of his ineffable Holineſs and Glory, which will have 


» St. Paul, I am aware, ſpeaks of Heaven and ſpeaks of Paradiſe, 
2 Cor. xii. 2, 4. So does David ſpeak of ring up into the Hill of the 
LORD, and of landing in his holy Place, —Burt as the ſame Thing, 
tkough variouſly expreſſed, is meant by the P/almif?, I think we may 
not unreaſonably underſtand the Apſtle in the ſame Manner. If they 
had been different Habitations, methinks he would have mentioned 
Paradiſe firſt, and then the third Heavens. Otherwiſe he tells the 
Story but aukwardly ; for he firſt mentions his Arrival at the third 
Heavens, and then at Paradiſe, that is, according to Mr. Weſſey; firt 
he was led into the Preſence, and then introduced to the ute» 
Chamber. | 
juſt 
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juſt the ſame Effect upon our Souls as the imprinted 
Seal has upon the melting Wax. 

ce It would then come too late. If Sin remains in 
« ys till the Day of Judgment, it will remain in us for 
« ever,” —You ſuppoſe, that the beatific Viſion is not 
enjoyed till the Day of Judgment. But in this you 
ſeem to err, not knowing the Scripture. I have a 
Deſire, ſays the Apoſtle, to be difſolved—And what is 
the Conſequence, the immediate Conſequence of Diſſo- 
lution? 70 be with CHRIST; in his Preſence ; before 
his Throne; and is not this the beatific Viſion? Willing 
(fays the ſame inſpired Writer) 70 be abſent from the 
Body, and preſent with the LORD. Here is no Hint 
of any intermediate State, but the yery Moment in 
which the Saints depart from their Bodies, they are 
preſent with the LORD; and if with the LORD, 
then in the higheſt Heavens; then at the Fountain 
Head of Felicity; then amidſt the beatific Viſion.— To 
Heaven Elijah was conveyed in his fiery Chariot; and 
into Heaven the firſt Martyr was received by his com- 
paſſionate SAVIOU R,— Neither of them waited in 
ſome intervening Manſion, as a Kind of Lobby to the 
Heaven of Heavens. This is the Popiſh Notion, and 
very cloſely connected with the Chimera of Purgatory; 
ſo cloſely connected, that if you take away the former, 
the latter drops into nothing. I am ſorry, your Opi- 
nions, Sir, are ſo much like the Errors of the Man of 
Sin. 

Our preſent Bleſſedneſs does not conſiſt in being free 
from Sin. © I really think it does.” Spoke like Mr. 
Weſley. „ think,“ is fill the ee Palma- 
rium. * I think,” is the heavy Artillery, which is to 
demoliſh Brigades at a Blow, only here it 1s ſtrengthened 
and enforced by that cmphatical Word “really. —Bur . 
if our ne Bleſſedneſs does really conſiſt in being 

* free 
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free from Sin, where are youi bleſſed Perſons? We Hy | 


tru y ſay, 
Apparent rari nantes in gurgite val VI RG. 


No; this can hardly be ſaid, Virgil Deſcription is too 
full, inſtead of ſeeing a very few, here and there one, 
popping up their Heads, in the great and wide Ocean 


of the World; we are not able to find ſo much as an 
Individual; ſhew us one, only one of theſe Angels in 


Fleſh and Blood, and it ſufficeth us. Whereas, if you 
perſilt j in maintaining your indefs Perfection, yet cannot 
produce a ſingle Inſtance, to exemplify your Notion, 


will you not give too juſt a Handle for that ſarcaſtic Re- 
flection, uſed on another Occaſion? 


With Wi itneſſes many this Cauſe did abound, 
With ſome that were hang'd, and ſome that were drown'd, 


Aud ſome that were loft, and ſome never found. 


| Theſe are Appaſios Words—* It (our preſent Imper- 
ce fection) perpetually reminds us of a moſt i important 
« Truth, that our preſent Bleſſedneſs conſiſts, not in 
« being free from all Sin, but in having no Sin im- 
te puted to us.” He took particular Care to guard his 


Meaning from Miſconſtruction, by adding the Word 
all: Leſt this Word, becauſe it is little of Stature, 


mould be oyerlooked, he printed it in Ealics. But all 
this Precaution is thrown away upon Mr. Weſtey. He 
takes no Notice of this fame little Word ; nay, he ſhuts 
it entirely out of his Quotation; as though he ſhould 
fay, © Where is the Harm of clapping under the Hatches 


c ſuch a puny inſignificant Monoſyllable ? I would have 


<« it to know, I ſhall ere long turn adrift more plump 
ce and portly Words than that.” 

Aſpaſio alſo took Care to confirm his Sentiments 
by a Reference to Scripture, he ſupported himſelf by 
the Authority of King David. —Mr. Maſey having a 
little while ago laboured to depreciate, now ventures 
| | | == 
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to contradict the royal Pjalmift. Bleſſed, (ſays the 
Pſalmiſt) is tbe Man—Who is free from Sin? Who is 
perfectly ſanctified? This is not the Doctrine, which 
the ſweet Singer of Jyrael teaches, but bleſſed is he, 


whoſe Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe Sin is covered. 


Deeply impreſſed, and quite charmed, with the Con- 
templation of this moſt ſubſtantial Happineſs, the ſacred 
Writer proclaims it; repeats it; yes, a third Time he 
celebrates it; crying out with Ardour of Joy, Bleſſed is 
the Man, unto whom the LORD imputeth no Tniquity *. 
(Neither that Iniquity which was formerly committed, 
nor that which ſtill defiles f.) Bleſſed indeed! May I 
live under a firm Perſuaſion of my own particular In- 
tereſt, in this unſpeakable Privilege! May I find it 
made good to my Soul, at the univerſal Judgment! 
Then let others take the Kingdoms of this World, and 
Glory of them, —And as for 4ſpafio, he may reckon 
his Credit ſafe, and his Opinion fully authoriſed, while 
he eſpouſes the Doctrine, and uſes the very Words of 
the unerring SPIRIT. 

« If we are not free from Sin, we are not Chriſtian 
« Behevers.” — What an Aſſertion is here? Aſertion, 
for I dare not call it a Trutb.—If it was, who then 
could be ſaved? Not one of a thouſand; not two of a 
Million; no, nor Mr. John Weſley himſelf, ſince out 
of his own Mouth he ſtands condemned. He makes 
this Acknowledgment, concerning himſelf and his fol- 
lowers, © We know, by melancholy Experience what it 
* 1s to neglect Works of Righteouſneſs.” To corro- 
borate his Conse he i « We know and feel 
te by melancholy Experience, what it is to ſwerve from 
ce our firſt Love. We feel by Experience.” —He is 
willing to run the Hazard of Tautology, rather than 


* P/al. xxxii. 1, 2. Should any Objection ariſe from the next 


Sentence, the Reader may ſee it anticipated, and n in 
Theron and Aſpaſio, Vol. I. page 289, 290. 
4 * xv. 3. „ 4 


314 LETTERS TO THE REV. MR. WESLEY, 


| any ſhould ſuſpect the Sincerity and Truth of his Pro. 
teſtation.— And can you after ſuch a Confeſſion, after 
| ſuch a Proteſtation, pretend to be free from Sin? Ts all 
this, which you know of yourſelf, and feel by Experience, 
| conſiſtent with a /inleſs' State? Juſt as much as a Le- 
thargy is conſiſtent with the Vigour of Health, or a 
Flight with a glorious Victory. See, Sir, how you are 
entangled in your own Net, how, without being chaſed 
by an Enemy, you run yourſelf aground. Nor will all 
your Dexterity, ſo long as you avow ſuch palpable In- 

conſiſtencies, be able to ſet you clear. 
You attempt to confirm your Opinion by the Apoſtle's 
Declaration; Being made free from S$in.—But he and 
You mean different Things by the ſame Words—He 
means being freed from the Dominion of Sin—This is 
I agreeable to his own Explanation, Sin (ov xupievos) 
mall not lord it over you—It may aſſault you; it may 
- haraſs you; it may gain ſome Advantage over you; 
but it ſhall not obtain a final Victory, nor play the 
Tyrant over you. To the Expedience and Neceſſity * 
of this Freedom, if ever we would approve ourſelves 5 
Diſciples of CHRIST, or Chriſtians indeed, J readily 7 
fubſcribe—Whereas, you mean being freed from the 0 
very Remainders of Sin. © Having a Purity (tis your 
« own Explanation) free from all Mixture of its Con- 
cc trary, and a Reſignation excluding every Degree 
cc of Self-will.” Againſt the Exiſtence, or the Poſſi- 
bility of this Freedom, ſo long as you ſojourn in a Body 

of Fleſh, I enter my Proteſt. 

If we were perfect in Piety, CHRIST”s prieſtly Of- 
| fice would be ſuperſeded, © No, we ,ſhould fall need 
te his Spirit, and conſequently his Interceſſion.” But 
were we perfect, we ſhould receive the Spirit without 
an Interceſſor An Interceſſor implies an Alienation be- 
tween the two Parties; or ſomething which, without 


the Intervention of a third Perſon, would create Alie- 
nation. 
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nation.—The prieſtly Office, whether of atoning, or of 


interceding, 1s founded on a State of Guilt, to this it 


bears an eſſential and invariable Relation. — Does 
CHRIST exerciſe his prieſtly Office in Behalf of An- 
cls? No, becauſe they excel in Strength, and are per- 
fect in Holineſs—Will CHRIST exerciſe his prieſtly 
Office, when all his Saints are received into Glory? 
No, becauſe then there will be an abſolute Conſum- 


mation both in Body and Soul, both in Righteouſneſs 


and Happineſs, and the mediatorial Kingdom be de- 
livered up to the FATHER. Did CHRIST exer- 
ciſe his prieſtly Office before Adam fell? No, becauſe 
Sin had no Exiſtence then, and then the Language was, 
Let Man be bleſſed; not, Deliver him from going down 
into the Pit. 

The Objections laid to my Charge in this Paragraph, 
and the woke Side of the Leaf, proceed upon your fa- 
vourite Notion ; Perfection of Holineſs, even while we 
continue in Houſes of Clay. As I look upon your 
Foundation to be a mere Deluſion, I muſt of courſe 


| conclude, all that you build upon it to be chimerical 


and deluſory, therefore, till you prove your Suppoſition, 
I have no Reaſon to concern myſelf with any of your 
Conſequences deduced from it, or with any of your Alle- 
gations relating to it. On one Clauſe, however, let me 
beſtow a ſlight Animadverſion. 

Aſpaſio ſays, a Senſe of remaining inbred Corruption 
will reconcile us to Death; Mr. Waſſey replies, In- 
« deed it will not: Nor will any Thing do this like 
« perfect Love.” Here I think you have miſſed the 
Mark. Nothing can reconcile us to Death but that 
which takes away its Sting; and this is done only by 
the Atonement of CHRIST. Nothing can reconcile us 
to Death but that which delivers us ; from its Terror, 
and this is effected only by the Sacrifice of our great 
HIGH-PRIEST, which has converted the King of 
Terrors, into a Meſſenger of Peace: Nothing can re- 

concule 
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coneile us to Death, but that which makes it deſirable 


to depart, and Gain to die; and this is owing, wholly 


owing to him who died for us, that whether we wake 
ot fleep, we ſhould live together with him. 

Old Simeon found, that nothing could reconcile him 
to Death, ſo much as a believing View of the LORD's 
CHRIST, ſeeing GOD made Fleſh ; ſeeing him as his 
own SAVIOUR, he was enabled not only to acquieſce 
in the Summons, but to welcome it as a Deliverance— 
He was enabled to ſay with Compoſure and Compla- 
cency, LORD, new letteſt thou thy Servant depart in 
Peace—Not becauſe I am weary of this imperfect State; 
not becauſe I am perfect in divine Love; but becauſe 
mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. — Though you may 
not like to imitate a Jew, I moſt heartily wiſh for my- 
ſelf; let me die the Death of this moſt vencrable He- 
brew, and let my latter End be like his ! | 
| If you till perſiſt in your Opinion, that nothing can 

reconcile you to Diſſolution like the imagined Perfec- 
tion of your Love, not the Blood by which the Saints 
overcame; not the Righteouſneſs, by which they reign 
in Life; not the Grace and Power, which have ſwal- 
lowed up Death in Victory; I muſt then caution you 
to take heed leſt you croſs, or attempt to croſs the 
River, in the Boat of vain Confidence. You have 
abridged, If I miftake not, the Pilgrim's Progreſs, there- 
fore can be at no loſs to underſtand my Meaning, 

One Clauſe, I faid—But I correct myſelf—There is 
another, ſo very extraordinary, that you might juſtly 
charge me with Inattention little ſhort of on, woes if J 
ſhould paſs it over without Notice. Theſe are the 
Words“ If we were perfect in Piety (St. John's Word 
« js, perfect in Love) we ſhould, ſtill be encompaſſed 


« with Infirmities, and liable to Miſtakes, from which 


“ Words or Actions, might follow, even though the 


« Heart was all Love, which were not exactly right.” | 
This 
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This is ſtrange! Wondrous ſtrange indeed! « Perfect, 
yet encompaſſed with Infirmities !”* Perfect, © yet do- 
« ing Actions, and ſpeaking Words not exactly right!” 
You are as ſingular in your Idea, as you are ftrenuous 
for the Dorine of Perfection. I know not any 'Proteſ- 
tant Writer that pretends to maintain the latter, your- 
ſelf only excepted; and as to the former, I think it could 
never enter into the Head of any Thing living, but Mr. 
Weſley's only. Perfect, © yet encompaſſed with Infir- 
cc mities,” is juſt as ſound Divinity, as true, yet addicted 
to lying, is ſound Morality. | 

This i is not the worſt Property of our Notion of Per- 
fection, that it is abſurd and ſelf- contradictory. A Sen- 
timent may be abſurd, yet not very pernicious. But this 
is an Error of the moſt malignant Kind, this was at the 
Bottom of the Phariſees Pride, and ſpirited them on 
to ſeek Juſtification by the Works of the Law; they 
knew full well, that their Obedience was not complete, 
it did not come up to their ſacred and exalted Standard, 
but they had learnt to ſoften and cxtenuate their Diſo- 
bedience, into Matters * not exactly right.” — This is 
the Cauſe, why People ng Chriſtianity, ſee no 
Form or Comelineſs in CHRIST, ſo as to defire him, 
with Deſires that cannot be uttered ; tis true they are 
not perfect, they often offend, —but then the Offences 
are only human [firmities; Words and Actions © not 
« exactly right.” With this, which is indeed © the 
« Syren Song, they lull their Souls into an Inſenſi- 
bility. of their ruined State, and a. Diſregard of the all- 


| ſufficient REDEEMER. 


Curſed: (ſays the Law) is every one that contimaeth not. 
in all Things, whether they be great or ſmall—And will 
you regard that, as a mere Infirmity, and conſiſtent 
with Perfection, on which the divine Law denounces 
2. Curſe > Which the divine Law threatens with all Mi- 
ſery here, and with everlaſting Vengeance hereafter ? 


The. Apoſtle wapld. probably chaſtiſe the Author, or. 


Abettor 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Abettor of ſuch a Conceit, in the following Manner; 
« Wilt thou know, O vain Man, that what thou calleſt 


« a Matter © not exactly right,” is moſt horribiy 
« Odious in the Eye of GOD's infinite Purity; deſerves 


« eternal Death in the Eſtimate of his infinite Juſtice; 
cc and could never have been pardoned but by the 
e atoning Death of his infinitely majeſtic Son.“ 

« Encompaſſed with Infirmities, yet the Heart all 
« Love! Words and Actions not exactly right, yet 
« the Man all Perfection!“ Theſe are all Paradoxes 
which I never ſaw equalled, only in the Writings of 
ſome high-flown Papiſts. Mr. Weęſiey's Word's are not 
far from a Tranſlation, they are to a Nicety the Senſe, 
of thoſe very offenſive Paſſages, which I meet with in 
a Couple of Popiſh Zealots. Andradius, Interpreter 
of the Council af Trent, writes thus; © Venialia pec- 


« cata * tam ſunt minuta & levia, ut non adverſentur 
<« perfection! charitatis, nec impedire poſſunt perfec- 
<< ram aut abſolutam obedientiam.” — ZLindenus, another 
Champion for the ſame bad Cauſe, expreſſes himſelf 


in a more elegant, but in no leſs ſhocking a Manner; 
<« + Levicula vitiola lapſuum quotidianorum; aſpergines 
« & næxvulæ ſunt: que per ſe non maculant & con- 


& taminant, ſed quaſi pulviſculo leviter aſpergunt vitam 


« chriſtianam: ut nihilominus tamen per ſe ſint per- 
« fecta, & undique immaculata Renatorum opera in 
cc hac vita.“ —If Mr. Weſley pleaſes to conſider theſe 


Paſſages, I hope, he will be induced to alter his Phraſe, 
and rectify his Notions. —It he pleaſes to tranſlate theſe 


* Venial Sins are ſo minute and trivial, that they do not oppoſe 
the Perfection of our Love, nor can they hinder our Obedience from 
being abſolutely perfect 

+ The little trifling Faults which are owing to our daily Slips or 
Miſtakes, are like Specks, or almoſt imperceptible Moles upon the 
Body, which of themſelves do not ſtain or defile; but as it were, 
with ſmall Particles of fine Duſt, lightly ſprinkle the Chriſtian Life; 
ſo that nevertheleſs the Works of the Regenerate may be of them- 
ſelves perfect, and in all Reſpects immaculate, even in this Life. 

| Paſſages, 


| 
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Paſſages, his Followers may have an Opportunity of 
ſccing, how nearly he approaches to ſome of the worſt 
Errors of Popery. And may hence be admoniſhed, not 
to imbibe, without due Examination, his Doctrines; 
nor fubmit, with an implicit Credulity, to his Dictates. 

« The Charges of the Law are all anfwered.” — 
At this Sentence Mr. Weſley is highly offended. As 
the Lion is ſaid to laſh himſelf into Rage, ſo my Ob- 
jector ſtirs himſelf up into a graceful Indignation ; ſtirs 
bin/elf, for there is nothing in the Paſſage, or in the 
Context, to awaken ſuch a Flame of Zeal. If Mr. 
I/eſley had underſtood Aſpaſio, according to the whole 
Tenour of his Diſcourſe, there would have been no 
Room for bringing Count Zinzendorf upon the Carpet, 
nor for making that injurious Concluſion, * then neither 
« GOD nor Man, can claim any Obedience to the Law,” 
This is what Aſpaſio means: The Claims of the 
Law, as a Covenant of Works—The Claims of the 
Law, as being the Condition of Life and Glory—The 
Claims of the Law, as requiring perfect Obedience on 
Pain of eternal Death. Theſe Claims are all fatisfied - 
by our molt bleſſed and gracious SURETY.—lIf nor, 
they are {till incumbent upon us, and upon every Child 
of Man. A Burden this, which neither we nor our 
Fathers were able to bear, which, heavier than the Sands 
of the Sea, would have ſunk us all into the nethermoſt 
Hell. —T his Doctrine, therefore, is not “ Antinomia- 
% zi/ſm without a Maſk ;” but it is the Doctrine of 
Righteouſneſs without Works *, and of Juſtification wwith= 
out the Deeds of the Law +. | 

Then neither GOD nor Man can claim any Obe- 
te dience to the Law,” Yes, GOD Almighty may, 
and GOD Almighty does claim our Obedience to the. 
Law; as a Rule of Life, he requires a Conformity to 
ts. Precepts, as to the image of himſelf; he demands 


* Rom. iv. 6. + Rom. iii. 28. 
| Aa Per- 
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a Performance of its Duties, as the Means of bringing 
Glory to his Name, and paying Submiſſion to his Ay- 
thority. And none will be fo readily diſpoſed, none 
will be ſo effectually enabled, to obey the whole Law; 
as thoſe who ſee themſelves made righteous by the Obe- 
dience of CHRIST, who are thereby delivered from 
that tremendous Curſe, denounced on all Ungodlineſs 
and Unrightevuſneſs of Men. 

Apaſio thus exhorts his Friend—Let me deſire you 
to imagine, rather may the bleſſed SPIRIT enable you 
to believe, that your Sins are expiated, through the 
Death of FESUS CHRIST. That a Righteouſneſs | ls 
given you, by Virtue of which you may have free and 
welcome © Acceſs to GOD.” —< This is not ſcriptural 
Language, ſays Mr, Weſley. Therefore it cannot 

be ſound Doctrine, is his Way of arguing. Harmleſs 
enough I muſt own. But what follows is not quite fo 
modeſt. © I would fimply fay;” and ſurely what J 
would ſay, muſt be unexceptionably right : This is the 
Concluſion we are to make; otherwiſe what you al- 
ledge, is of no Weight at all, —< I would ſimply ſay, 
« By him we have Acceſs to the FATHER.” This is 
beyond all Objection, proper.—lt is taken from the 
Apoſtle; and it includes what A/paſto expreſſes. —The 
Apoſtle's Language is the Ingot of Gold; Aſpaſin $ 
Sentiment 1s a Thread drawn, or a Leaf rage from it. 
Methinks before I diſmiſs this Topic, I would defire 
you to turn back a Moment, and reconſider what you 
have affirmed—Your Sins are expiated, is not this ſcrip- 
tural Language? What elſe meaneth that Expreſſio 
of the Apoſtle? EIig To ixackeodos 4 epaphas T8 Aa 
« To make Expiation for the Sins of the People“. 
A Righteouſneſs is given you, is not this the ſcriptural 

Way of ſpeaking ? „They who receive the Gift 9 


* Heb. 1l.1 7. Ei To tActoneoDar— Ad expiare, 1. e. ut ee * 
| Populi ; quibus expiatis, Deus nobis redderetur propitius. 
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te Righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in Life.” —By which you 
have free Acceſs to GOD;” is not this both the Dialect, 
and the Doctrine of the HOLY GHOST? „ We 
et have Acceſs with Confidence (not through our punc- 
c tual Performance of any Conditions, but) through 
« the Faith of him;” by a fiducial Reliance in our 
LORD's moſt precious Obedience, Blood, and Merit. 
« I have ſeen ſuch terrible Effects of this unſcrip- 
« tural Way of ſpeaking.” —Here I fancy you ſlip into 
a little Miſtake, you forgot the Diſtinction between the 
Ve, and the Abuſe of a Doctrine, a Diſtinction which 
you can eaſily make on other, Occaſions; you have 
doubtleſs ſeen People, who uſe the moſt ſcriptural 
Way of ſpeaking, yet act unſuitably to their Language; 
what Reflections aroſe in your Mind, and what Infer- 
ence did you draw upon obſerving ſuch an Inconſiſtency? 
You faid perhaps, © Their Voice is Jacob's Voice; but 
te their Hands are the Hands of E/au—Hence it appears, 
« that they are Hypocrites—T hey pretend one Thing, 
r and are really another.” Make the ſame Reflection, 
and draw- the fame Inference, when you hear People 
talking of Imputed Rigteouſneſs, yet ſee them looſing the 
Reins to Ungodlineſs, then you will be conſiſtent with 
ourſelf, and with Truth; aſcribing the terrible Effects, 
ot to the wholeſome Doctrine, but to the vitiated 
Mind, . 3 
Where Sin abounded, Se. Mr. Weſley rejects Aſpa- 
s Interpretation of this Text, and offers one of his 
dyn; one, which he had given us a little while ago; and 
ow ſerves a ſecond Time, without any conſiderable 
Variation, at our Table. —T ſhall only refer the Reader 
0 Page 144, where he will find this Text conſidered, 
nd Mr. Waeſtey's Expoſition canvaſſed. | 
In this and the two following Paragraphs you find 
ault with the Phraſe, Imputed; yet you ſay, Con- 
* cerning the Thing there is no Queſtion.” You would 
card that particular Form of Expreſſion; yet you add, 
Vor. IV. * 155 « As 


— 
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« As to the Doctrine we are agreed.” Then according 
70 your own Confeſſion, all theſe your Objections are a 


mere Strife of Words. Surely ſuch a Man as Mr. 


Fefley ſhould know how to make a better Uſe of Pen, 
Ink, and Paper, than to litigate about Letters and Sylla- 
bles.—If I thought myſelf contending only about the 
more preciſely proper Form of expreſſing the ſame 
Thing, I ſhould be aſhamed of my Employ, and would 
this Inſtant lay down my Pen; whereas I apprehend that 
we are not agreed as to Doctrine, that there is a material 
and very wide Difference between us. My Opinion or 
rather, my Faith is, that our LORD's Obedience to the 
Moral Law in profeſſed Submiſſion to its Authority, 
and in exact Conformity to its Precepts ; his Perform- 
ance of all holy Duties, and his Exerciſe of all heavenly 
Graces, that all this is a moſt eſſential and diſtinguiſhed 
Part of his Merit, that this is of higher Dignityand greater 
Value than the whole World, and all the Righteouſneſs 
in it—That the divine Law is hereby more Genally ho- 
noured, than it could have been honoured by the unin- 
terrupted Obedience of Adam and all his Poſterity— 
That GOD's Juſtice, Holineſs, Truth, receive greater 
Glory from theſe unparalleled Acts of Duty, than from 
all the Services of Angels and Men in their ſeveral 
wonderful Orders; that this a#ive Righteouſneſs, toge- 
ther with his moſt meritorious S erings, are the Ground 
and Cauſe of my Acceptance with GOD, are the very 
Thing which procures and effects my Juſtification, 


making me not barely acquitted from Guilt, but truly 


righteous, yea, perfectly righteons, and that before the 
GOD of infinite Penetration and Purity.—Fhis is a 
View of the Doctrine, incomparably magnificent and 
inexpreflibly comfortable. If you agree with your 
Friend in all theſe Particulars, ſpeak "and write con- 
formably to ſuch Agreement, then you will never again 
hear from him in this Manner, neither will he receive 


LETTERS TO THE REV. MR. WESLEY. 323 
any more ſuch Favours from you as the Letter now 
under Conſideration, then we ſhall be perfectly joined 
together « in the ſame Mind, and in the fame Judg- 
« ment. 

Alas! this Union, I fear, is not ſo eaſily to be effected 
Mr. Weſtey (tilt inſiſts, and ſtill urges, © The Autho- 
« rity of our Church (which Aſpaſio pleads) and of thoſe 
« eminent Divines (whoſe Teſtimony Aſpafio alledges) 
« does not touch thoſe particular Forms of Expreſſion.” 
— Juſtification thro' imputed Righteouſneſs, or being 
made righteous through the Obedience. of CHRIST, 1 
ſuppoſe are the Forms of Expreſſion intended. Theſe, 
it ſeems, none of the Quotations confirm, eſtabliſb, no, nor 
touch, in Mr. Weſley's Opinion at leaſt; but I am in- 
clined to hope, that the Generality of Readers will be of 
a different Perſuaſion, and allow that the Quotations 
and the Expreſſions touch and reſemble one another, as 
much as the Wings of the Cherubim in the ancient 
Sanctuary“. 

« Does not touch,” No! not yet? Then we a 
have Recourſe to ſome other Authority, and ſuch a one 
I have at Hand as you would hardly venture, or. even 
wiſh to gainſay, I mean the Authority of John Weſley, 
M. A. who declares in his Expoſition to the New Teſta- 
ment“ This is fully conſiſtent with our being juſtified 
« by the Imputation of the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST.” 
Now I ſhall only remonſtrate in Imitation of the Apoſtle; 
e If thou thyſelf -uſeſt this Phraſe, why wouldeſt thou 
© compel others to lay it aſide? Or, why art thou diſ- 
* pleaſed with others for a Practice which thou alloweſt | 
e in thyſelf?” 

Surely you vill not ſay, . of Righteouſneſs 
5 quite a different Thing from Inputed Righteouſneſs. 


* Both the Cherubims were of one Meaſure, and one Size: And 
their Wings touched one another in the midſt of the Houſe, 1 Kings 


vi. 25, 27. 
1 2 | Does 


324 LETTERS TO THE REV. MR. WESLEY. 


Does not the former evidently include'the latter? Can 

there be a Proclamation of Pardon without a Pardo 7 
proclaimed? Can there be the Purchaſe of an Eſtate, / 
without an Eſtate purchaſed? Or the Imputation of M 
Righteouſneſs, without a Righteouſneſs imputed? If I 
others ſhould affect ſuch ſubtile and ſelf-deluding Eva- 
ſions, Mr. Weſley cannot, Mr. Weſley muſt not, he has f 
precluded himſelf, nay, he has, with his own Mouth, “ 
given a Verdict againſt himſelf. Is it not recorded in 
thoſe Lines ſubjoined to your Character of a Methodiſt? IM « 


Let Faith and Love combine 


To guard your valiant Breaſt, he 
. The Plate be Righteouſneſs divine, de 
Imputed and impreſt. 1 


This Inputed Righteouſneſs was once a delightfl 85 
Theme; your Song in the Houſe of your Pilgrimage. oh 
Why is it now a burthenſome Stone, which you would 
fain ſhake off, from yourſelf and others? Are you be- M| « 
come rich in yourſelf, and increaſed with Goods of your 
own acquiring? We know full well for what Reaſon the 
Phraſe and the Doctrine are rejected, exploded, and re- 
proached by the Romiſh Superſtition, becauſe they di- 
play in the brighteſt Light the Beauty of TREE Grace, 
They hold the Door againſt all Kind of human Merit, 
they cut off every the moſt diſtant Pretenſions for 
glorying in Man; and refer all the Honour of Salvation 
to FESUS CHRISTalone. Admit Juſtification through 

the imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, and the grand 

Bulwark, or the main Pillar of Popery, falls to the Ground; 
while a ſolid Foundation is laid for that Triumph and 
Gratitude, expreſſed in the inſpired Hymn, Let us be 
glad and rejoice exceedingly, but give the Honour (all the 
OY to HIM®. 


: 0 i 
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The Righteouſneſs of GOD, ſignifies the Righteouſ- 
neſs which GOD-Man wrought out. No;” ſays Mr. 
I/efley. Your Reaſon, Sir, for this Negative? A 
Child may deny ; A Man of Judgment will diſprove.— 
Does not Mr. Weſley diſprove, when he adds? * It fig- 
« nifies GOD's Method of juſtifying Sinners.” — Juſt as 
forcibly as the © Fews diſproved the Meſſiahſhip of 
« FESUS of Nazareth, when they cried; © Thou the 
« MESSIAH ! No; thou art a Samaritan and haſt a 


Devil.“ What they alledged, wanted a Proof altoge- 


ther as much, as what they denied. What Mr. Weſley 
here alledges is a Thread-bare Objection, already conſi- 
dered and already confuted. Yet, ſince it relates to a 
Point of the utmoſt Moment, and that which is the main 
Hinge of our Controverſy, I ſhall not be deemed offici- 
ous, if, as the Shot has been once again diſcharged, I 
once again lift up my Shield againſt it. 

« The Righteouſneſs of GOD, ſignifies GOD's 
Method of juſtifying Sinners.” We have already 
ſhewn, how low an Interpretation this is; how inſipid i in 
itſelf, and incompatible with the current Language of 


Scripture: On the other Hand, how ſublime and conſo- 


latory, is the Senſe which Aſpaſio gives! A Righteouſ- 
neſs, which GOD HIMSELF has provided without any 
Co-operation from his Creatures The Righteouſneſs of 


that moſt exalted, yet moſt condeſcending SAVIOUR, 


who is GOD and Man in one CHRIST, a Righteouſneſs 
dignified with all the Perfections of the GODHEAD, 
therefore, worthy to be the Comfort, the Joy, the never- 
ceaſing Boaſt of his People; and ſufficient, infinitely 
ſufficient, to fave even the moſt vile; the moſt baſe, the 
moſt deſperately ruined Sinners. 

This is a Righteouſneſs, as much ſuperior to all human 


Attainments, to all angelic Accompliſhments, as the 


Heaven of Heavens is higher than a Clod of the Vallies. 


—This is a Righteouſneſs which could never have en- 
. tered 
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tered into the Heart of Man or Angel to conceive, but 
will be the Cauſe of their Admiration, and the Subject 
of their Wonder to endleſs Ages, This Senſe fully ac. 
counts for thoſe rapturous Expreſſions of the Prophet, 
when ſpeaking of the all- ſurpaſſing Gift, he thus addreſſes 
his fellow Sinners; Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Sion; 
ſpout, O Daughter of Jeruſalem; behold, thy King cometh + 
undo thee—He is righteous, and having Salvation. He is 
completely righteous in his Nature, has fulfilled all Righ- 
teouſneſs in his Life and Death, and has thereby obtained 
for thee, a full Pardon, a finiſhed Salvation, a ſure Title 
to eternal Glory.—This accounts for thoſe more rap- 
turous Expreſſions of the ſacred Writers, when in the 
Fervour of their Gratitude, they call upon the whole 
Creation, to celebrate the Goodneſs of the incarnate 
JEHOVAH. Sing, O ye Heavens, for the LORD 
hath done it; ſhout, ye lower Parts of the Earth; break 
forth into ſinging, ye Mountains; O Foreſt and every Tre 
therein, for the LORD hath (in his own Perſon, by his 
own Obedience and Sufferings) redeemed Jacob, and glo- 
rifed (not human Abilities, not human Works, but) 
himſelf, and his own Righteouſneſs, in the Reſtoration of 
Hrael“, 

In 


* Ia, xliv. 23. Should any one ſay, is this the Senſe of the Pro- 
phet? I af, is not this the fulleſt, grandeſt, divineſt Senſe? Is it not 
a Senſe perfectly true? Is it not warranted by the Goſpel Revelation? 
Is it not demanded, by that Declaration of our SAVIOUR; Thy 
(the ancient Scriptures) ze//ify of me? Some Writers, I am aware, 
interpret this and other ſimilar Paſſages, without taking in the un- 
ſpeakable Bleſſings of CHRIST and his Grace. But theſe Interpre- 
ters ſeem to act a very injudicious, and no leſs unfaithful Part—l 
will ſuppoſe them expounding and illuſtrating that great Command 
of creating Power, Let the Earth bring forth Graſs, and the Herb 
yielding Seed. Will they model their Expoſition, or fetch their Illuſ- 
tration from-what appears on the Ground in the barren Month of 
December ? Surely, if they have any Taſte or Judgment, they will 
form their Comment, by the Fertility, the Plenty, the unbounded 
Luxuriancy of April and May. There is much the ſame m—_— 

| „ | between 
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In ſhort, this is a Righteouſneſs, which exalts GOD's 
Juſtice; which magnifies the Law; diſplays all his awful 
and amiable Attributes in their fulleſt Luſtre.—To con- 
trive it, was unſearchable Wiſdom, to beſtow it, is in- 
valuable Treaſure.—It anſwers in the compleateſt 
Manner, all the grand and gracious Purpoſes both of 
GOD's Glory and of Man's Salvation. True Goſpel 
this! Glad Tidings indeed! An Expedient for our 
Recovery greater thari our Hearts could wiſh, We may 
truly ſay, while meditating on this Gift of conſummate 
Righteouſneſs; Where Sin has abounded, Grace has much 
more abounded. The Bricks are fallen down, but the moſt 
glorious Repairer of our Breaches has built with hewn 
Stone, Well might the Apoſtle, having this ſupremely 
excellent Righteouſneſs in his View, look down with the 
moſt ſovereign Contempt upon every other (Cauſe of) 
Confidence; upon every other Object of Truſt; and 
reckon them Dreſs and Dung, Well might he declare, 
that he would never be aſhamed of the Goſpel, in which 
is this tranſcendently noble Righteouſneſs, in all its Mag- 
nificence, Riches and Glory. 

Do you think me rather too warm upon the Subject? 
Let me once again remit you to St. Chryſoſtom, read his 
Expoſition of that charming Sentence, The Righteouſneſs 
F GOD, Hos &c. This venerable Father of the 
Church ſpeaks the Thing as it is. He does not mingle 
our Wine with Water, but gives us the genuine Truth, 
and triumphs becauſe of the Truth. 

The Doctrine of an imputed Righteouſneſs ſeems to 
have been typically taught, by the remarkable Manner 


of Clothing our firſt Parents, All they could do for 


their own Recovery, was like the patched and beggarly 
1 the Righteouſneſs of an incarnate SAVIOUR and all other 
Gifts of divine Goodneſs, as there is between the vegetable Pro- 
ductions of the vernal, and the almoſt total n of che wintry 


Months. 
4 Mantle 
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Mantle of Fig- leaves; this they relinquiſhed, and GOD 
himſelf furniſhes them with Apparel; Animals are ſlain, 
not for Food, but Sacrifice; and the naked Critninals 
are arrayed with the Skins of thoſe ſlaughtered Beaſts— 
The Victims figured the Expiation, made by CHRIST"s 
Death, the Clothing rypified the Imputation of his Righ- 
teouſneſs. That does not appear,” cries Mr. Weſley. 
Aſpaſio has produced an Authority from the famous 
Milton. I could reinforce it by another from the elegant 
 Withus. If you are not ſatisfied with either, or both 
"theſe Teſtimonies, I will give you a Reaſon for the 
Sentiment—The Victims moſt properly ſhadowed forth 
the Expiation of Guilt, by the Redeemer's Blood ; be- 
cauſe it'is the peculiar End of Sacrifice, to make Atone- 
ment for Sins; the Clothing moſt pertinently denoted 


the Saviour's Righteouſneſs, which is deſcribed, both by | 
the Prophet and the Apoſtle under this very Image— | 


He hath covered me with the Robe of Righteouſneſs, ſays the 
Prophet aiab. The fine Linen which arrays the Bride 
of the Lamb, is the perfect Righteouſneſs of the Saints *,— 
ſays the beloved Diſciple. It is like a royal Veſture, or 
a rich Suit of Apparel, upon all them that believe, adds the 
Apoſtle Paul. The impartial Reader, I promiſe myſelf, 
will allow theſe Paſſages, if not to be abſolutely deciſive, 
yet to have ſomewhat more Weight, than that Atom in 
your Scale, “ this does not appear.” As for Sanctifica- 
tion, this may very. reaſonably rank among the Effects 
of being cleanſed by the Blood, and adorned with the 


* Rev. xix. 8. Ta d &el, being in we plural Number, I think 
may be tranſlated, Juſtitia omnibus numeris abſoluta, A Righteouſneſs 
of all Kinds, and all Degrees, or yo - v every Kind, and 
defective in no Degree — Would you ſee the Beauty of this ſine Li- 


nen, or the Wardrobe in which it is depoſited, conſult Ja. xlv. 24• 
Theron and Afpafio, Vol. II. pag. 340, &c, where the Paſſage is ex- 
plained, with Copiouſneſs and Particularity; O! that it was alfo 
explained with a Propriety and Energy, ſuitable to its eminent Im- 


1 ortance* 
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Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. Theſe Bleſſings produce 
peace of Conſcience, and Love of GOD. Juſt as com- 
modious Cloathing produces Warmth, and promotes 
Health. And what is Love of GOD, but Holineſs of 
Heart in the Seed, and Holineſs of Life in the Fruit? 

As this (the Nature of true Holineſs) is a Matter of 
the laſt Importance; is a Point, on which Multitudes, 
I fear, are miſtaken; I will leaye it uppermoſt in your 
Thoughts, in the Reader's, and i in thoſe of, Rev. Sir, 


your, &c. 


Lo -. —_— 
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LETTER X. 


Remarks on ſeveral Texts of Seripture—Imputed Rightee 
ouſneſs —Bengelius and St. Auſtin's Remark—St. Chry- 
/e Nm —Cbriſtian Liberty. 


Rev. SIR, 


E are now entering upon a new Province. Our 
Buſineſs will be chiefly of the philological Kind. 

We ſhall treat principally of Words. But as they are 
the Words, which the HOLY GHOST teacheth, they 
are like the Combs erected in yonder Hive. Not 
empty Syllables, made only for Sound; but rich with 
divine Senſe, and full of the Honey of che Gof pel, 
replete with the Manna of Heaven. —May this * be 
to the Reader, like Jonathan's Rod; when, dipt in the 
delicious Juice, it enlightened his Eyes, retreſhed his Spi- 


rits, and cheared his Heart! 


« Almoſt every Text, you are pleaſed to affirm, 
% quoted in this and the following Letter, in Support 
* of that particular Form of Expreſſion, (imputed 


bs Righteouſneſs) is diſtorted aboye Meaſure from the 


« plain, 


a, 
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c plain, obvious Meaning, which is pointed out by the 
cc Context.” Let us examine theſe abuſed and diſtorted 
Texts, in order to diſcover, from whence the Misfortune 
happened; how the Violence was done; whether by Mr, 
MWaſley's Pen, or by Aſpaſio's Tongue. 

The firſt is from the Book of Fob. Which, as it is 
greatly venerable for its Antiquity, and ſingularly to be 
regarded for its Importance, I ſhall beg leave to conſider 
at large. —A Sinner is deſcribed, lying under a danger- 
ous Sickneſs ; and brought, by the Force of his Diſeaſe, 
to the Brink of the Grave; by the Multitude of his 
Sins, to the very Borders of Hell. In this deplorable 
Condition, F there be g Meſſenger with Him, an Inter- 
preter, one of a thouſand, to ſhew unto Man his Uprightneſs; 
then he is gracious unto him, and ſaith, deliver him from 
going down into the Pit; I have found a Ranſom x. 

» If there be with him a Meſſenger of the living GOD; 
2 faithful Ambaſſador of CHRIST, who may adminiſter 
ſpiritual Aſſiſtance to the poor afflicted Creature.—4y 
Interpreter, who knows how to open the Scriptures, and 
rightly to divide the Word of Truth. Who is « 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and can properly apply the 
Word of Grace.—This is not every one's Talent; nor 
within the Compaſs of every Man's Abilities. He is 
One of a Thouſand, to whom GOD hath given the 


Job xxxiii. 23, 24. I have the rather choſen to lay this whole 
Paſſage before the Reader, becauſe a new Interpretation is given to 
the Word Meſſenger. Here, it is ſuppoſed to denote a faithful and 
ſkilful Miniſter of the Goſpel. In the Dialogues, it is ſuppoſed to 
deſcribe our LORD FESUS CHRIST himſelf. I ſcarcely know, 
which Senſe to prefer. Perhaps, both may be included, the Author, 
as well as the Inſtrument, of Comfort to the ſick and finful Man.— 
However, the Point in Debate, between Mr. Weſley and Aſpaſſo, is 
not affected by the different Application of this Word. His Upright- 
neſs, according to either Expoſition, may ſignify the MESSIAH's 
Obedience and Sufferings; muſt ſignify theſe Things; provided 
theſe are the only juſtifying Riphteoiſneſs of a Sinner; the only Way 
of obtaining the divine Favour, and removing every Evil. 
b Tongue 
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Tongue of the learned; enabling Him to ſpeak a Word 
in Seaſon, and ſuit the Condition of each reſpective 


| Patient, —To fhew unto Man his Uprightneſs ; that is, 


fays Mr. Weſley, © to conyince Him of GOD's Tullice, 
in ſo puniſhing Him.” 5 

But is this the Inſtruction, Sk ſuch a diſtreſſed 
Sufferer wants? Is this the Word of Reconciliation, 
which every true Miniſter, in ancient Times did preach, 
and in later Times does preach? Or is there any Need 
of a choice Inſtruftor?—OQne ſkilled in the Counſel of 
GOD, to teach what the common Dictates of Reaſon 
demonſtrate ? — In this Interpretation, I can neither 
diſcern the true Critic, nor the clear Reaſoner, nor the 
ſound Divine. 

Not the true Critic. He at acknowledge, that 
the Antecedent in this Clauſe D DIX, is not GOD, 
but Man. To Man therefore, if we regard gramma- 
tical Propriety, the Pronoun his muſt be referred. Not 
the clear Reaſoner; He would obſerve the Emphaſis of 
the Word then . Implying ſome Diſcovery, or ſome 
Conviction, in Conſequence of which, Deliverance from 
Death enſues; or with which it is connected. Can 
this be. a Diſcovery or a Conviction of GOD's Juſtice, 
in puniſhing Him? No verily.—Much leſs therefore 
can I diſcern the ſound Divine. He knows, and af- 
firms conſtantly, that this 1s the Conſequence of the 
MESSIAH's Righteouſneſs alone. Which being im 
puted to the Sinner, becomes, for the bleſſed Ponce 


80 


* Verſe 24. 

* The Uprightneſi, ſays Mr. Cary], chiefly intended here, is the 
ec Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, in and by which we are reconciled to 
* and made one with GOD. We never ſee, where our Upright- 
« neſs is, till we ſee there is nothing that makes us ſtand upright in 
* the Court of Heaven, but only CARIST our Righteouſneſs. This 
* 15 the great Duty of the Meſſengers and Interpreters of CHRIST, 


f to declare to Man this Righteouſneſs for his Uprightneſs. And 


ce that 
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80 that Aſpaſio ſeems to have the Import of Lan- 
guage, and the Scope of the Context, both on his Side. 
And I may venture to add, he has the conſolatory Ge- 
nius of the Goſpel, yet more ſtrongly pleading for his 
Interpretation. It muſt yield but cold Comfort, to tell 
a poor Wretch, confined to the Bed of languiſhing, and 
alarmed with Apprehenſions of eternal Vengeance; but 
cold Comfort muſt it yield, to tell ſuch a one, that he 
has deſerved all this OT and is juſtly puniſhed, 
Whereas, to inform m of a Righteouſneſs, ſufficient 
to do away all his Tranſgreſſions; ſufficient to reconcile 
him, and render him acceptable, even to the chaſtiſing 
GOD; ſufficieat to obtain his Deliverance very pro- 
bably from Death, moft aſſuredly from Hell; this is 
a reviving Report indeed. This Gill make the Bones, 
which Sin and Miſery had broken, to rejoice. 

Then, the Sinner and the Sufferer, attentive to this 
Inſtruction, and applying this Righteouſneſs, is made 
Partaker of Pardon, GOD, the ſovereign LORD of 


« that hence it is (as Elihu ſpeaks) that GOD is and will be gra- 
e cious unto him.“ 
Mr. Caryl, in expounding the Book of Job, has acquitted himſelf 
like a Maſter in Hael. His Thoughts are beautiful and animated. 
His Criticiſms are correct and Judicious. His Language, confider- 
ing the Time in which he wrote, is remarkably pure and ſtrong. 
His Doctrines are truly edifying, becauſe, generally ſpeaking, they 
are evangelical.— What is a very neceſſary, but very difficult Tak, 
in explaining this Part of Scripture, the Connection of the Sentiment 
is diſcovered, the Bearings and Dependencies of the Argument are 
pointed out; and the Tranſitions from one Paſſage to another, ſhewn 
to be, not wild and diforderly, but juſt, regular, and graceful. 

The only Fault attending this Work, is Prolixity. I wiſh ſome 
ſcilful Hand would, by rendering it leſs copious, render it more 
uſeful. I cannot but think, it might be a profitable Employ for 
young Students in Divinity, to exerciſe themſelves in abridging Mr. 
Caryl, Dr. Oaben upon the Hebrews, Mr. Charnock upon the Attri- 
butes, or ſome ſuch valuable, but veluminous Authors. Theſe, and 
many other Works of the ſame luxuriant Growth, would if put into 
the Alembic, afford us the very Spirit of the Goſpel, and the richeſ 
Cordials for our — | * 
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Life and Death, is gracious unto him; and ſaith; in the 
Greatneſs of his Strength, as well as in the Multitude 
of his Mercies, deliver him from going down into the Pit 
of Corruption, as a Pledge of his Deliverance from the 
Pit of Perdition. For I have found a Ranſom, ſatisfac- 
tory to my Law, and to my Juſtice. I have received 
an Atonement, in Behalf of this once obnoxious, now 
reconciled Tranſgreſſor. 


He ſhall receive the Bleſſing from the LORD, and 


' Righteouſneſs. —T his you would render Holineſs. But 


have you no Hebrew Lexicon to inform you, that the 
Word which ſignifies Holineſs, is different from the 
Expreſſion uſed by the Pſalmiſt? He ſays pn, 
whereas Holineſs is expreſſed by wTp.—Beſides, Rom 
you not obſerved, that your Interprecation would be- 
tray the Pſalmiſt into apparent Tautology? He had, in 
the preceding Verſes, diſplayed the Duties of practical 
Godlineſs, and the Graces of inherent Holineſs. The 
Perſon he deſcribes, poſſeſſes the latter, and practiſes 
the former. To ſay, therefore, he ſhall receive Ho- 
lineſs, when he has it already, would not ſuit David's 
Correctneſs; however, it may ſuit Mr. Węſtey's Fancy, 
or Mr. Weſtey's Deſign.—In this Clauſe, the evange- 
lical Moralift touches upon another Particular, which 
enters, as an eſſential Part, into the Character of a 
godly Man; even the Righteouſneſs which is of Faith. 
Denoted by the Bleſſing of Pardon, and the Gift of 
Righteouſneſs. Take away this, and there is no Ac- 
ceptance with GOD. Take away this, and the Gates, 
mentioned in the cloſe of the Pſalm, are unalterably 
ſhut. Unleſs we are furniſhed with this Paſſport, the 
everlaſting Doors never lift up their Heads.—If you ex- 
clude this Peculiarity, the Deſcription is very imperfect, 
and the Picture extremely deficient. Whereas, this adds 
the finiſhing Touch, and gives rue Perfection to both. 
Several Paſſages are quoted, in which the Word 


"MTs occurs. Sometimes you Rune haye it ſignify 
8 Mercy; 
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Mercy; ſometimes Puſtification ; ſometimes ſpotleſs Ho- 
lineſs. But what Proof do I find, for eſtabliſhing any 
of theſe Significations; which differ ſo much from one 
another, and ſtill more from the Truth? Nothing but 
the cuſtomary Argument, © So it unqueſtionably 
«« means.” Now you muſt unqueſtionably know, at 
leaft every Novice in the Language knows, that the 
genuine and native Senſe of dy is Righteouſneſs. The 


Word expreſſive of Mercy, is pn; neither in Senſe 


or Sound alike. —As to Juſtification, the Phraſe never 
denotes that bleſſed Effect, but the divine and merito- 
rious Cauſe, which produces it. 

Shall I, in this Inquiry, appeal to the beſt Lexicons, 
the moſt approved Tranſlations, or the ableſt Inter- 
preters? No, I will refer you to the Deciſion of an 
Interpreter, who 1s ſuperior to all Lexicons and all 
Tranſlations; I mean the Author of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews. He tranſlates this very Word, as it enters 
into the Name of Melchiſedec. And he tranſlates it, 
not Mercy, not Juſtification, no, nor ſpotleſs Holineſs, 
but Righteoufneſs, even that Righteouſneſs whoſe Fruit 
is Peace with GOD, and Peace in our own Conſcience. 
Now, will you play the Critic upon this inſpired Writer? 


and fay, Unqueſtionably it means, not what the Apoſtle 


has determined; not what Aſpaſio, ſupported by his Au- 

thority, has adopted; but what I think fit to dictate? 
An Oppoſer of our LORD's imputed Righteouſneſs, 
who had more Diſcretion or more Subtilty than Mr. 
Weſley, would have argued in this Manner. *The 
cc original Word, I muſt confeſs, ought to be tranſ- 
tt lated Righteouſneſs. This is undoubtedly the princi- 
« pal and leading Signification of the Term. But 
« then the Circumſtances and the Context oblige us 
* to underſtand it,-in the Notion of Mercy, of ſpotleſs 
e Holineſs, or of any Thing elſe, that ſerves our Pur- 
e poſe. his would be more modeſt and more plau- 
9 | fible, 
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fible, though not more juſt and ſolid, than your confi- 
dent Aſſertion. 

Suppoſe, we ſhould admit this Pretence, what does 
the Critic gain thereby? Muſt he not have Recourſe to 
that noble and comfortable Doctrine, for which we 
plead? Let the Word be tranſlated Mercy, Why is 
Mercy ſhewn to Sinners? Is it not on Account of the 
Righteouſneſs of their SURETY ? Let it be tranſlated 
Goodneſs. Wherefore is Goodneſs exerciſed to rebel- 
lious Men? Is it not becauſe of the Satisfaction, made 
by their crucified LORD? Render it whatever you 
pleaſe, provided it conveys the Idea of Favour vouch- 
fafed, or of the Benefits conferred, it muſt terminate, 
{till terminate, in that grand central Point, the Incarna- 
tion, Obedience, and Death of IMMANUEL. 

Sion ſhall be redeemed with Judgment. — After ſe- 
« vere Puniſhment,” you ſay.—The Hebrew Prepo- 
ſition, ſignifying after, is. N. I find no Trace of any 
ſuch Word, in my Edition of the Bible. You, may as 
well render or interpret the Paſſage, in the Midſti. 
And then, if ſome other Critic ſhould be inclined to 


tranſlate it, before or round about; we ſhould have a 
large Compaſs of Meaning, but where would Preciſion 


and Exactneſs be found?—But why is Sion to be re- 
deemed after ſevere Puniſhment? Has her Puniſhment 


any Influence or Sway in the Work of her Redemp- 


tion? Does the Puniſhment of Man pave the Way for 
the Salvation of GOD? are Sinners to wait for Par- 
don and Reconciliation, till they have been ſeverely 
puniſhed? This is very diſcouraging Doctrine. And, 


bleſſed be GOD, it is abſolutely without Foundation. 


The Goſpel ſays; To Day, even to Day, Sinners, if ye 
will bear his Voice, ye ſhall enter into Reſt. You need 
not tarry, till you have been ſeverely chaſtiſed; but 
this Inſtant, believe in the LORD FESUS, and you 
hall be ſaved, The LORD FESUS has been wounded 
| and 
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and bruiſed in your Stead. He has received all the 
Puniſhment, which you have deſerved. Yea, as a 


Ranſomer, he has paid double, as a Victim, he has 


fuffered double *, for all your Sins. —Confidering theſe 
Things, I am ſtill diſpoſed to abide by Apafeo's plain 
and obvious Interpretation. Not to go out of my Way, 
in queſt of the pricking Briar and grieving Thorn; 
when I meet with Roſes and Lilies in the common 
Road. 

In the LORD heve I Righteouſutſe.. This will not 
fatisfy our Critic. It muſt be through the LORD.— 
What piddling Criticiſm is this, even in caſe it was 
true, and anſwered ſome ſpecious End! but it is by no 
means true. Every Body knows, that the Prefix A ſig- 
nifies in; and every Body but Mr. V. Wiley would bluſh 
to aſſert the contrary. Neither does it anſwer any va- 
luable End, but the Reverſe. It degrades the exalted 
Senſe, and impoveriſnes the rich Bleſſing. To have 
Righteouſneſs in be LORD, is abundantly more ex- 
preſſive of glorious Grace, than barely to have Righ- 
teouſneſs through the LORD. Mordecai had Riches 
and Honours, through Abaſuerus, and his royal Favour; 


Eſther had Riches and Honours, in Abaſuerus, as her 


royal Huſband. He by being a Courtier, fe by being 
a Conſort, to the moſt magnificent Monarch in the 
World. 

If Mr. Weſley piddled in the foregoing, he flaſhes in 
the following Paſſage. He aſſures us that phy 
5 means, "ſpotle eſs "Holineſs. This is really a bold 
Stroke in Criticiſm. But, like many other bold En- 
terpriſes, it is likely to prove, not a Birth, but an Abor- 
tion. phy ſpotleſs! You might as well have ren- 
dered it 7oothleſs. It has no more to do with the Idea 
of ſpotleſs, than it has to do with the Idea of an ivory 
Tooth, or a poliſhed Tooth-pick, Literally tranſ- 


os Ifa. xl. 20 


lated, 
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lated, it fignifies Ages; and may denote, the Perpetuity 
of this Righteouſneſs, and of its beneficial Effects. It 
vas from the Beginning, it is at this Day, and it ill be 
even unto the End, mighty to fave. It is the one Re- 
fuge and Hope of Sinners, in every Age of the World, 
and under every Diſpenſation of Religion. Through 
all the Changes of Time it has been, and through pre 
unchangeable Eternity it will be, their chief Joy, and 
their Crown of Rejoicing. 

What Righteouſneſs ſhall give us Pain at the laſt 
Day, inherent or 1mputed? To this Queſtion Apaſio 
has replied 1n a very explicit Manner, by preſenting us 


with a pertinent Extract from Biſbop Hall, and by com- 


menting upon a moſt important Prophecy of Jaiab. 
In both which, all human Righteouſneſs is ſet aſide, 
and our Peace is derived entirely from the glorious 
SHILOH *, From Him, who made Peace by the 
Blood of his Croſs, and whoſe Name is the PRINCE 
OF PEACE. Having this heavenly Bleſſing, and the 
Right of conferring i it, as the peculiar Privilege, or un- 
ſhared Prerogative of his Crown. 

Mr. Veęſey is pleaſed to deny this Doctrine, and to 
aſſociate with the Papiſts +, in afcribing our Peace (and 
if our Peace, then our Salvation) & partly to inherent, 
« partly to imputed Righteouſneſs.” - But does our 
Church ſo? Hear her own Words. We do not pre- 
ſume to come to this thy Table, O merciful LORD, 


Gen. xlix. 10. nba Schilo. Nomen M, fie Re 2 
trem defignans. That is, the Maker of Peace, and the Author of 


Traquility, for rebellious and wretched Men. 


+ The. Do&rine of the Papiſts, avowed by a Writer of their own, 
is; © Our Confidence and Hope in the Day of Judgment dependeth, 
* not only upon our Apprehenſion of CHRIST*s Merits by Faith, 
but alſo upon our Conformity to CHRIST, in Charity and good 
„Works. — The Reader may ſee this Preſumption rebuked, and 
Exe 4 refuted, in Dr. F vr r 's Annotations on 7 Rbemiſo Teſ- 


Fo. W. Ss: a; Z truſting 


iba 4 
. 8 
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'truſting in our own Righteouſneſs ; much lefs then will Ye 
ſhe dare to approach his Judgment-Seat, trylting in If 
any ſuch Thing. Does the Apoſtle Paul do ſo? Hear fo 
his own Proteſtation. That I may be found i in CHRIST, i 4 
not having mine own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law; 
which conſiſts of my perſonal Obedience, and inherent to 
"Holineſs. But having this, as the Source of my Peace, “ 
and the Strength of my Salvation, che Rigteouſneſs which Ml © 
is of GOD ty Faith; even that inconceivably precious M an 
Righteouſneſs, which GOD my SAVIOUR wrought, MW y* 
and which a Sinner by Faith receives.—Did Mr. ey WM dr 
| himſelf always do ſo? Let thoſe Lines bear Witneſs, ha 
. of which int the e nor the — need be 2 


. aſhamed. 8 ch 
100 ri 'ghteous Servant 11 my SO V Bc 
Shall each believing Sinner clear, IC 


And all who ftoop t abjure their own, 
Shall in his Ri ghteoufneſs appear. 


Will chat Righteouſneſs give you Peace, which you dhe 
abjure i ? Or, is it pious, is it prudent, is it conſiſtent, 
to truſt in a Righteouſneſs, which you abſolutely re- 
nounce? That which you abjure (a ſtronger Word 7. 
could not be uſed) You. conſider, not barely as deſpi- M 
cable, but as utterly abominable. Whereas, that which WM «ic 
gives you Peace at the awful Tribunal, muſt not only 
be excellent, but incom arably excellent and valuable. 
Dee, my Friend, how thine own Mouth condemneth thee, 
and not 1: Yea, thine own Lips teſtify againſt thee *. O! 
that you may return to your firſt Sentiments, and to 
your firſt Love +} And! no longer _— yourſelf and 


your 


* Job xv. 6. : | 

+ That Mr. Vaſſey may not be aſhamed to retract A n Sen- 
timent, 1 will break the Ice, and lead the Way. If it be ſhameful 
to renounce, Error, and ſacrifice all to Truth, I do, v y willing! 
1 * take this Shame to myſelf. — a Copy of Verſes, whi oh [ formerly 


15 wrote, 
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your Doctrine, to be a bye Word among the People. 
If you perſiſt in ſuch palpable Inconſiſtencies, who can 
forbear taking up that taunting Proverb, A a—_ minded 
Man is unſtable i in all bis Ways. | 

But ſtop. A Paſſage from St. John is introduced, 
to ſupport this Opinion. CHRIST died for us, 
ace, MW © and lives in us, that we may have Boldneſs in the 
dich Day of Judgment.“ — That CHRIST died for us, 
OUS and lives 1n us, I readily acknowledge. But where do 
ght, you find any of the Apoſtles, from theſe Premiſes, 
% drawing your Concluſion ? St. Jobn whom you quote, 
eſs; has no ſuch Logic. His Inference is deduced. from 
be MW 2 very different Topic. You give us a Fragment of 
the Apoſtle's Words ; why don't you exhibit the golden 
Bowl complete? We ſhall then quickly perceive, that 
it contains a more ſweet and ſalutary Draught, than you 
have provided tor our Refreſhment. 


wrote, facred to the Memory of a generous Benefactor, I nne | 
you the following Lines. 


ent, | Our Wants reliev'd by thy indulgent Cabs: 
Shall give thee 2 ournge at the dreadſul Bar, 
Aud ftud the Crown, thou ſhalt for ever wear. 


ord Theſe Lines, in whatever Hands they are lodged, and datos 
ſpi- WI elſe, of a like Kind, may have dropt from my Pen, I now publickly 
uch diſclaim. They are the very reverſe of my preſent Belief. In which 
nly I hope to perſevere, ſo long as I have any Being. 

Far be it from me to ſuppoſe, that any Work of mine, ſhould, in 
order to create my Peace, or cheriſh my Confidence, be coupled with 
bet, Wl cars”: moſt holy Act. I ſpeak the Words of our Church, and I 
O! ſpeak the Senſe of the Prophet. I will rut, and not be afraid. | 
to Wherefore? Becauſe I am inherently holy? Rather becauſe GOD ir 15 
ny Salvation. GOD manifeſt in the Fleſh, has finiſhed my Tranſ- i 
| greſſion, and made an End of my Sin. And in this moſt magnifi- | 
OW cently gracious Work will I rejoice. —[ {peak agreeably to the Decla- 1 
ration of the HOLY GHOST. Fear not, for theu ſpalt not be aſhamed, 7 

neither Halt thou be confounded. Why? Becauſe thy inherent Goodneſs 
Sen- ſhall prevent thy Confuſion? No; but an a Footing, infinitely more 
xeful Wi folid; fora Reaſon infinitely more ſatis factory. Becauſe thy M. KER is 
ng Huſband. The Conſequence of which is, all thy Debts and Deficien- 
erh «ies are upon Him; all his conſummate Righteouſneſs is upon thee. 


te, 2 2 Ey 


- 
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Ev Turw TirH\colai, 1 ay om «a epuwy, Wa Wapprou 
er £v TY p ep. Which we tranflate, Herein: 15 
our Love made perfect, that we may have Boldneſs in ile 
Day of Fudgment*, As you are fond of eriticiſing upon 
the original Scriptures, here you might have done it juſtly 
and honourably. | Here you might have altered and K 
reformed our Tranſlation; while every capable Judge ; 


would have owned your Service, to be ſeaſonable and 6 
important. The true Senſe of pl nu, is with US, Of ; 
with regard to us. That is, GOD's Love, celebrated ” 
with inimitable + Energy and Beauty in the preceding - 
Verſe; GOD's Love towards us is herein made perfect; _ 


| that is its grand and crowning Effect, that we ſhould K 
have, not a bare Hope, but an unappalled Boldneſ * 
the Day of Judgment. ch 

As though he had ſaid, GOD, having reconciled us 
to himſelf, by the Blood of his SON —having renewed Bi © 
us after his own Image, by his bleſſed SPIRIT, teſtifying W 50 
of CHRIST in our Hearts—having carried us through 
all the Dangers of Life, and raiſed our Bodies from the 
Duſt of Death He crowns and conſummates all thei F 
moſt indulgent Acts of his Grace, by giving us an un- 


daunted and triumphant Confidence, at the Day of 
_ univerſal Audit. —According to this Interpretation, your | 
own Text 1s s againſt your Opinion, and refers this joyful ] 
+ 
- 1 John iv. 17. Te 
IJ o eto ayann tri, God is Love. This I call inimitable. Roy 5 
Enn be more ſimple, yet nothing is more ſublime. For my Part, / Gor 
Eno not how to attempt an Illuſtration of the noble Sentiment. l. 4h; 
Arikes the Mind, as Light ſtrikes the Eye. No Art can make ti 11 
more bright; and no Paraphraſe can make that more delicate, more Hi 

- majeftic, more affecting. How flat, ſome of the fineſt Things, fil 
| by the ancient Philoſophers; how flat they read, when compared ; l 
wich this animated Stroke of divine Eloquence, the Reader, if be 2 . 
pleaſes, may fee in ConTEMPLATIONS | ON THE STARRY 0¹ 


. HEAVENS, 


| Aſſurance, my! 
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Aſſurance, not to our Love of GOD, but to his Love 
of us; not to inherent Righteouſneſs, but to free Grace *. 


TO Aſpaſio thus tranſlates St. Peter's Words: Who have 
! e rained like precious Faith in the Righteouſneſs of our GOD 
"PO! BY and our SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST+. Mr. Weſley 
_ gives us to underſtand, that this Tranſlation 1s. wrong. 
= It ſhould be Faith through and not through the Righ- 
=P teouſneſs, but through the Mercy of our GOD and 
N SAVIOUR.—He vill not allow the Greek Prepoſition 
— » to ſignify in; though I can prove it, to have been in 


415 peaceable Poſſeſſion of this Signification, for more than 
= two thouſand Years. And the Subſtantive J1xauoTuvn 
ed muſt not denote Righteouſneſs, though it pleads, as a 
ou! WI Warrant for this weighty Senſe, the inconteſtible 
ls at Authority of St. Paul. Give me Leave to tell you, Sir, 
that I can produce a Multitude of Proofs, to overthrow 


_ your firſt puny Alteration ; but produce, if you can, 2 
bs fingle Paſſage from the whole New TeſtamentF, to up- 
* hold your laſt daring Innovation. 
11 Here, I cannot but obſerve; you abandon your fa- 
= ot Commentator Bengelius; of whoſe Merit and 
un. Excellence you ſpeak ſo highly and fo juſtly. He ſays, 
„ein his Notes upon the Place, the Righteouſneſs of GOD 
Ne our SAVIOUR, is the Righteouſneſs of CHRT, FT; 
l which Faith apprehends, and which is oppoſed to a2 
1 Should i it be ſaid, in caſe you thus interpret the ſrſt Part of the 
li Text, how will it cone with what follows? Perfectly well. And 


none need wonder, that we ſhall appear with ſuch Boldneſs at his 
Coming; ſince they cannot but obſerve, that es He is, fo are We in 
this World. We are aQuated by his SPIRIT; we reſemble Him in 
all our Converſation; and hence it is evident, that we are one with 
ſaid Him. | 
T 2 Pet. i 1. I. Tot; 600 64400 nass A Xi WIS i t 1 7 Sies 
f he Twy *% owl: cos 1pwr Inos Xpice. 18 

t The Righteouſ; fs of GOD, the Righteouſneſs of GOD our SA T. 
OUR, never denotes, in all the apoſtolical Writings, the Actribute of 
Mercy. If it does, and Mr. Weſley can make it appear, I will confeſs 
myſelf miſtaken, and thank him for correcting my Error. 


Z 5 | Man's 


5 | provoke Reſentment. They are not the moft promiſing Means of 
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Man's own Righteouſneſs. What} is more ſurpriſing, 
you depart from your own Comment; nay, you expreſsh⸗ 
contradict your own Comment. To edify the Readers 
of your Expoſition, you inform and aſſure them, that 
this Phraſe ſignifies * both the active and paſſive Righ- 
teouſneſsꝰ of CHRIST. To gainſay what Aſpaſio has 
advanced, you more than inſinuate, that it ſignifies no 
ſuch Thing, but only “ the Mercy of our LORD.” 
Nay, to corroborate the true Senſe, and determine the 
Words invariably to the active and paſſive Righteouſ- 
neſs of CHRIST, you add, © It is this alone, by which 
te the Juſtice of GOD is ſatisfied, If then Mr. Ie 
would reconcile, what he writes in his expoſitory Notes, 
with what he writes in his Animadverſions on Aſpaſto, he 
muſt maintain, that by the Mercy of GOD alone, his 
Juſtice is ſatisfed, 

I kill not exclaim, on this Occation: as you have too 
freely and not very genteely done, in your Letter to Mr, 
Law, © Exquifite Nonſenſe *!”” But this I may venture 
to ſay, Contradiction, didſt thou ever know, ſo truſty a 
Friend, or ſo faithful a Devotee ? Many People are 
ready enough to contradict others. But it ſeems all one 
to this. Gentleman, whether it be another or himſcl, 10 
he may but contradict, 

Permit me, for a Moment, ſeriouſly: to pelle the 
Caſe, Why ſhould you be ſo averſe to the Rightecul- 
neſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR? Why ſhould you 
ranſack all the Stores of your Learning and Knowledge; 
nay, deſcend ro unwarrantable Criticiſms, and quite 


_ » Mr. Weſkey, in the ridpement' of his Letter to Mr. Law, in- 
ſerted jn the Preſervative from unſettled Nytions, has expunged this and 
| ſome other indecently harſh Expreſſions. In fo doing, he has done 
well. Since the cantemptuous and the reproachful, even when really 
. deſerved, can have no Tendency to confirm our Argument, but i 


joining us together, in the ſame Mind and the ſame Judgment; but 
| Ther the fure Way, to widen The Breach, and increaſe Animoſity. 
| unworthy 


VY Cw 0 ere 
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unworthy your ſuperior Abilities, in order to exclude 
this moſt glorious Truth from the Bible; in order to 
exterminate this moſt precious Privilege from the 
Church? Attempt, if you think proper, to pluck the 
Sun from the Firmament, to hide the Light from our 
Eyes, and withdraw the Air from our Lungs. But do 
not attempt to rob us of what is far more valuable than 
all theſe Bleſſings, by depriving us of this ineſtimable 
Treaſure, the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. — Which, 

being a Righteouſneſs, immaculate, all-ſurpaſſing, di- 
vine, ſwallows up and annihilates our Guilt; as the 
immenſe Waves of the Ocean, would ſwallow up and 
annihilate the Drop of Ink, that now hangs on the Point 
of my Pen.—Which, being a Righteouſneſs, immacu- 
late, all-ſurpaſſing, divine, will preſent us before our 
GOD, and before his Angels, without Spot and Blemiſh; 

in Robes, more beautiful than the Colours of that re- 
ſplendent Bow, which is bended on the Skirts of yonder 
Cloud. 

Therein is revealed the Righteouſneſs of GOD me 
« GOD's Method of juſtifying Sinners.” See this 
Interpretation examined, and this Objection anſwered 
before. | 

We eſtabliſh the Law, as we expect no Salvation, 
without a perfect Conformity to it namely, by 
CHRIST. * Is not this a mere Quibble?“ rid Mr. 
Weſley.—Quite the reverſe. It is no low Conceit, but 
an exceeding ſerious and momentous Truth. It is no 
Play upon the Sound of Words, but expreſſes a Doctrine 
of great Solidity, and of the laſt Importance. Tell me, 
ye chat cavil at this Method of eſtabliſning the Law, by 


The Reader is deſfred to peruſe ¶Apaſio's own Words, Vol. II. 
Pag. 369, 370. There his Sentiments are more fully explained; but 


the Paſſage is not tranſcribed, on Purpoſe to avoid increaſing the Size 


of this Piece. Which already ſwells to IgE: Bull: than the Writer 
propoſed. - | 
- Ay GR 
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what other Expedient you propoſe to effect it ?—By 


your paſt Conduct? That, you muſt acknowledge, has 
been more or leſs a Violation of the Law.—By your 
preſent Obedience? That, you cannot deny, falls ſhort 
of the ſublime Requirements of the Law. bY your 
future Behaviour? Well, I will ſuppoſe, that, in ſome 
future Period, you reach the very Summit of Perfection. 
Still the Law will have much to complain of, and will 
lay much to your Charge. You have not magnified | it 
by a holy Nature. You have not preſented it; with the 
conſummate Righteouſneſs of your whole Heart, and 
your whole Converſation. You have not begun, from 
the firſt Moment of your Exiſtence, and perſevered in 
this perfect Conformity, to the laſt Breath you drew. 
In this Cafe, either the Law muſt recede from its moſt 
righteous Demands, and the immutable GOD muſt 
compromiſe Matters with his Creatures, or elſe you can 
never enter into Life. Unleſ you renounce all ſuch im- 
potent Attempts, and arrogant Conceits; talk no more 
of © practiſing it, in its full Extent,” but betake your- 
ſelf to CHRIST, who is the End of the Law *, for accom- 
pliſhing that Righteoaſneſs, which its Precepts demand, 
but which the F railty of Man cannot perform. 
Thus we'eſtabliſhthe Law, as the conſummate Stan- 
dard of Righteouſneſs; as the original Condition of 
Life; and as that moſt venerable Syſtem, with which, as 
well as with its divine Author, there is no Variableneſs 
or Shadow of changing. And does this Method of 


* Rom. X. 8. CHRISTUS, faith Bengelius, eft ri Rho vous 3 Juſtitian 
if vitam, quam Lex oftendit, 15 dare nequit, tribuens. CHRIST is the 
End of the Law. How? By bringing in that Righteouſneſs, and 


giving that Life, which the Law ſhews, and ſhews the Want of, but 
peither itſelf gives, nor can enable us to acquire. 
CHRISTUS, faith St. Auguſtine, eſt legis finis, interficiens & per- 
ien. The ceremonial Law he has lain, and taken out of the Way. 
"The moral Law he has fulfilled for us, and we in him. Inaſmuch, as 
ihrough Faith in his Name, his Obedience becometh ours. 


* 
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ſecuring the Dignity of the Law, hinder or diſcourage a 
dutiful Obſervance of its Commands ? If not, your Ob- 


jection derived from that well-known Text, WT thou 


Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the LORD, is 
— — Telum imbelle ſine iu. 


If this be the moſt rational, and the moſt ſure Way of 
producing the Love of GOD, which is the very Eſſenee 
of true Holineſs, then your Objection recoils, and falls 
upon the Head of your own Cauſe.—Can there be a 
more powerful, a more endearing Motive to love the 
LORD my GOD, than a Perſuaſion of his. ineffable 
Love to me, in giving his dear SON, fo to fulfil, ſo to 
ſatisfy the Law on my Behalf, that I am thereby deli. - 
vered from all my Offences; am veſted. with a perfe& 
Righteouſneſs; and, on the Foot of Juſtice, as — as 
Mercy, ſtand entitled to eternal Life? 

« Though I believe, that CHRIST hath lived and 
« died for me, yet I would. ſpeak very tenderly and 
« ſparingly of the former.” —How widely then does 
your Practice differ from the Apoſtle's? e believe, 
and therefore have ſpoken, confidently and inceflantly, in 
Seaſon, and out of Seaſon. No, ſays Mr. Weſtey, 
« We believe, and therefore we ſpeak tenderly and 
“ ſparingly.” If you believe, that CHRIST has lived 
for you, and fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in your Stead, 
ſurely you ſhould give him the Honour of this wonder- 
ful Loving-Kindneſs, and both preach, and talk, and 
ſing of his Goodneſs. Ir ſhould be as a Fire ſhut up in 
your Bones; and you ſhould ſpeak, that yourſelf may be 
refreſhed, and your LORD may be glorified. 
But you © fear dreadful Conſequences: What? 
Where the divine Holineſs fears none? And the divine 
Preſcience ſees none? Are you then more deep-ſighted, 
to diſcern theſe diſtant Evils, than Omniſcience? Me- 
thinks, I would not have ſpoken thus, unleſs I had been 


wiſer than the SPIRIT of Inſpiration.— Do you not, by 


cheriſhing 
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cheriſhing, and avowing ſuch Apprehenſions, find Fault 


with the glorious Goſpel, in which this Righteouſneſs is 
revealed? Revealed, as its moſt eminent Article, and 
moſt diſtinguiſhing Peculiarity ?>A Doctrine taught, 


and a Blefling granted, and both from Heaven! Yet 


not fit to be diſplayed, inculcated, and inſiſted on! What 
a contemptible Idea muſt this give of our holy Religion, 
and of our holy Revelation, to an inquiring Infidel? 

ce I would never ſpeak of them (the active and paſſive 
«© Righteouſneſs of CHRIST) ſeparately.” This inſi- 
nuates, what Aſpaſio diſavows; and what you cannot hint, 
without apparent Injuſtice to his Sentiments.—* I would 
c ſpeak of it (the former) as ſparingly as do the Scrip- 
« tures.” Here, you appeal to thoſe Writings, which 
muſt either condemn your Conduct, or their own Pro- 


priety. At your Leiſure conſider the Caſe, and you will 


find the Dilemma una voidable.— In the mean Time, be 
ſo candid as to read a ſhort Note, inſerted in Theron and 
Afpaſio, Vol. II. Page 394. Where you may ſee, that 
the Scriptures are far from ſpeaking ſparingly on this 
Point. It is their favourite and fundamental Topic. 
It runs through them, as a golden Woof through a 
Warp of Silver; or as the vital Blood through the 
animal Structure.—And whatever you; Sir, may be 
inclined to do, I hope, no Lover of CHRIST will be per- 
ſuaded to ſecrete this invaluable Truth of the Goſpel. 
Shall ſuch a Truth ſkulk in a Corner, or ſpeak only in a 
Whiſper? No; let us proclaim it upon the Houſe- 
he and with, that the Joyful Sound may reach the 
very Ends of the Earth. 

The Gift of Righteouſneſs muſt ſignify a Righteouſ- 
neſs not their own. —Apeaſio's Expreſſion is, not originally 
their own. Originally he ſaid, with a View of hinting, 

that, in ſome other Senſe, it was and is their own. Their 
own, by way of Imputation, though not by way of Ope- 
ration. N his N in order to make the Sentence 


appear 


66 
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appear abſurd, Mr. Waſiey drops. But whether ſuch a 
Practice be free from Guile, or what the Apoſtle calls 
cunning Craftinefs, let the impartial Reader judge. 
Aſbaſio's Interpretation of the Phraſe, authenticated by 
the Language of Scripture, Mr. Weſley ſets aſide; 0 
introduces another, whoſe only Recommendation to the 
Public is, I come from Mr. Weſley's Pen.“ Do you 


ſo? Then we will allow you all proper Regard. But, 


becauſe you come from Mr. Weſtey's Pen, muſt you 
therefore diſplace Propriety, and ſupplant Truth? 


Make an inſpired Writer argue incorrectly, nay, jar with 


himſelf? This is rather too much for you to aſſume, 
even though you came recommended by a * 


Name. 
« The Gift of Righteouſneſs ſignifies the Righte- 
« ouſneſs or Holineſs which GOD gives to and works 


in them.” Let us obſerve the Apoſtle's Aim, and 
the Proceſs of his Reaſoning.— His Aim is to illuſtrate 
the Manner of our Juſtification. For this Purpoſe he 


forms a Contraſt between Adam's Tranſgreflion, and 
CHR IST's Obedience. Adam's Tranſgreſſion, which 
he himſelf committed, ruins all that ſpring from him. 
This is the leading Propoſition. Now, if the ſacred 
Diſputant knows how to reaſon accurately, or to draw a 
Concluſion juſtly, the Concluſion muſt be to this Effect; 
So likewiſe CHRIST's Obedience, which he himſelf 

performed, recovers all who believe in Him. Through 
Adam's Diſobedience, without the Conſideration of their 


.. own Miſdoings, the former are made Sinners. Through 


CHRIST's Obedience, without the Conſideration of 
their own good Qualities, the latter are made righteous. 
Though I am far, very far from diſeſteeming the Holi- 


neſs wrought in us, yet what Place has it here? In the 


Article of Juſtification it is utterly excluded. It has no 
Share in the Accompliſhment of that great Work; and 


every attentive Reader will ſee, that it enters not into the 


 Apoitle's 


— — 
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Apoſtle's preſent Argumentation.—Beſides; if the Gift 


of Righteouſneſs ſignifies the Holineſs wrought in us, 
then we ſhall reign in Life, by means of a perſonal, not 
of an imputed Righteouſneſs, by means of an imperfect, 
not of a complete Obedience. — Then all the People of 
GOD will be juſtified, not by the Obedience of ONE, 
but each by his own, ſeverally and diſtinctly. Which 
is contrary, not only to a ſingle, but to N ap 
Paſſages of this very Chapter. 


I faid, * Every attentive Reader will gte. . 


perhaps, may ſay within themſelves; Is not this ſpoken 


in Mr. Wafey's Manner? The looſe preſumptive Way 
of arguing, which you blame in Him ?—To which it is 
anſwered ; I am far from reſting my Point upon this 
preſumptive Proof. It is not the Pillar, which ſupports 
my Cauſe; but only a Feſtoon, which adorns my Pillar, 
— However, was it accompanied with no Proofs, ſatis- 
factory to others; it muſt to Mr. Weſley, whom I ſuppoſe 
one of the attentive Readers, have the Force of Demon- 


ſtration. Hear his own Words, in his Comment on this 
very Portion of Scripture. © As the Sin of Adam, with- 
i out the Sins which we afterwards committed, brought 


« us Death: So the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, without 
ee the good Works, which we afterwards perform, brings 


Dus Life“.“ —It is a Righteouſneſs, without the good 
Works, which we afterwards perform ; therefore, it is a 


Righteouſneſs, not originally our own, but Another's. 


It is not that, which GOD works in us, but prior to it, 
and independent on it. If Apaſio had ſaborned an Evi- 


dence, and put Words into his Mouth, he could not have 
deviſed a more direct and full Confirmation of his Doc- 


trine, than this volunteer Witneſs depoſcth,—I thank 


Here Mr. Neſſey ſpeaks in perfect Agreement with St. Chryſeſtom: 
O Xjiroc Toig 1g avi, uailoys & duale rfe nice: „ Yen wfotin® Th; 
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you, Sir, for giving me ſo valuable an Explanation of 
the Git of Righteouſneſs and its bleſſed Effects. I thank 
vou like wiſe, for furniſhing Aſpaſio with ſo inconteſtable 
a Vindication, againſt the Objections of the Author of 
The Preſervative. 


The Obedience of ONE, ſo highly extolled * the 
Apoſtle, is CHRIST"s actual Performance of the whole 
Law.— This you deny. I wiſh you had favoured me 
with your Reaſons for this Denial. But my Wiſhes of 
this Kind are conſtantiy diſappointed. However, I will 
follow our LORD's Direction, and do unto others, even 
as I would they ſhould do unto me. I will give you a 
Reaſon for my own or Appaſio's Interpretation. The 
Apoſtle is treating of Adam's actual Breach of the Law. 
If fo, the proper Antitheſis muſt be CHRIST 's actual 
Performance of the Law.— In the following Verſes he 
explains himſelf. Let them be the Comment on our 
Text, and the Gift of Righteouſneſs means, The Righte- 
_ ouſueſs of ONE; the Obedience of ONE. This Fw 

ouſneſs we have in FESUS CHRIST our LORD; all 
other is inherent in ourſelves. Juſtification by this 
Righteouſneſs, is alone conſiſtent with free Grace; 
Juſtification by any other, is (inconſiſtent with it, is) 
ſubverſive of it. 

Farther; as you are a Critic in the Greek, you need not 
be informed, that St. Paul uſes three ſeveral Words, 
icaν⏑α“, duategufn, vræxon. Now can you 'ſhew any 
_ Paſſages, in which all theſe Words are uſed to ſignify 
Sufferings or Death? Nay, can you ſhew me any ſingle 
Paſſage, in which any one of them occurs in this Signifi- 
cation? If you cannot, what Shadow of Authority have 
you for putting this Conſtruction upon the Words, in 
the preſent Caſe ? What Shadow of Authority for ſaying, 
with that unlimited Confidence; CHRIST'S" < dying 
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which is meant by that Expreſſion * ?”—IF you at. 


| tend to the Tenour of the Apoſtle's Argument, or en- it 
. quire into the Import of his Language, perhaps, you p 
will ſee Cauſe, not only to alter, but even to reverſe, a 


this your poſitive Aſſertion. 


Let me ſubjoin an Extract from St. Chry/o/tom; ſuited E 
to this and the preceding Paragraph; and worthy of e 
our ſerious Conſideration. From which it will appear, t 
that Aſpaſio is by no means ſingular in his Senti- 1 
ments, but ſpeaks the Doctrine of the ancient Church, 
Ton. en Ince Xęis o Adap* wus ru, Quo; ors WOT t 
eue? Tois £5 avis, xaiorys pn Paysow ano Ts S Ye . ci 
: Javals Ts di r Bpwoiv c10axfevI©-, urw x, o Xpis©- Tos e avle, e 
n s Tixaronpaynoac, Ye, Wpotevos f Tiaioouvns, 1 die 1 0 
gaupꝝ Tac Nv £Xapioalo* dia rαπνο avw x, xalw Ts ENO eye. 
ra, N GuveX,ws Telo eig juecov Peper AEyOv, A d. ENO avfps- „ 
27 N ag iα EIS TOV X60{409 mu q / · , EV TW TB ENO par- I 
Twp.al o Toro amebavoy* , Ovy, ws d ENOZ apaplncaviC, 1 
"To Twpera* , To uppe 5 ENO eis xalaxpiua* x, wad, E 
Jag Tw Ts ENO wapanioual o Saval©- Cao di Te ev©” 
, Ape vy ws d ENO mapanluualos* x, wakv, owe dia mrs 
Tapaxons Ts ENO avbpons apaplunro xatesabnoay or monkor % 
wx afiszla: rs ENO, u olay Azyn cor 0 , ws, EY. xe 


Toplcycaylos Te Xpisn, m1 onwpern eowln; Jornins avi Nye ; Tas, 4 
cvos Wapaxucayios Ts Ada, m 0xemern xaenpIhn . | c 
T bat 1 

| | c 

*The Obedience of One, St. Chry/ofom expounds by . u- . 
ropl o νι . Would Mr. Weſley venture to affirm that dying awell, not = 
doing <well, is certainly the chief Thing ſignified in r e =-? A c 


| pretty daring Criticiſm this! Does not the Word rather ſignify, 4 

Courſe of Well-doing ? terminated (if you pleaſe) in, not conſti- 

| tuted by a correſpondent Death. „ 

28 + TigoZerc;, an expreſſive Word! It ſeems to denote ſuch a Pro- 

curing of Righteouſneſs for Sinners, as correſponds with the Pro- 
viſion made, by ſome hoſpitable Houſholder, for the Strangers who 

are come to be his Gueſts. In which they bear no Part, either of 
the Expence, or of the Trouble, TlpoZerw oor v, Hujus rei fun tibi 

auckor; hanc rem tibi comparo. Steph. Theſaur. in voc. 

I Crypt. Tom. III. page 71, 72. Edt. Savil.“ Adam is a Type 

. of CHRIST. How? In this Reſpect; as the former was the 
Cauſe of Death to all his Deſcendents, though they did not ny 

«c Im 
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That the Ri ebteoueſs of the Law mi g. be fulfilled 
in us. That is, by our Repreſentative, and in our 
Nature.—“ Amazing!” cries Mr. Weſley. But why 
amazing? Is not this the common Import of the moſt 
common Actions? Do not you and I make Laws in 
and by our Repreſentatives in Parliament? May not 
every Debtor, when his Surety has given full Satisfac- 
tion to the Creditor, fay ; 1 So e I have paid, 
in my Bondſman ? 

To invalidate this eee you atedge; 3 That 
the Apoſtle © is not ſpeaking here of the Cauſe of our 
« Juſtification, but the Fruits of it.“ Among all the 
excellent Things, which in your Studies and in your 
Travels, you have learned; have you never learned, 
that, between ſaying and proving, there is a wide Dif- 
ference ? Never did I meet with a Perſon, who ſeemed 


ſo totally ignorant of this very obvious Truth.— Well; 


* him) eat of the forbidden Fruit; ſo CHRIST is the Cauſe (wooZevec) 


« Author, Procurer of Righteouſneſs to all his Seed, though they 
« have not (like Him) been perſonally obedient; even of that 
« Righteouſneſs, which he finiſhed: for us on the Croſs. For this 
% Reaſon, to aſtertain and appropriate the Honoar of this Ri ighreouſneſs 
« to CHRIST; as a Work, not wrought by us, nor wrought in us, but 
© completed for us on the curſed Tree He infiſts and dwells upon. that 
very obſervable Circumſtance, Oze. He iterates and reiterates 
« the emphatical Word ONE. He introduces it again and again, 
* and can hardly prevail upon himſelf to diſcontinue the Repetition. 


As by one Man Sin entered into the World Through the Offence 


« of One'many be dead—Not as it was by One that ſinned, fo is 


e the free Gift—The Judgment was by One to Condemnation—By 


« one Man's Offence Death reigned by Oze—As by the Offence of 
« One, Judgment eame upon all Men unto Condemnation—As by 
«© the Diſobedience of Ore many were made Sinners.—Thus does 
„ the Apoſtle again and again introduce the Word ONE, and can 
% hardly prevail on himſelf to diſcontinue the Repetition. That if 
« a Few ſhould aſk, How can the World be ſaved by the Well- 
doing of One, or by the Obedience of CHR IST? You may be 
« able to. reply on his.own Principles; How could the World be 

condemned by the Eyil-doing of One, or by the ERIN of 
ce Adam?” : 


2 we 
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We * take your Word, without Proof; but I hope, 
nat without Examination. The Apoſtle is ſpeaking 


« of the Fruit.” Is then the fulfilling of the Lay, 


the Fruit of Juſtification? This is the firft Time, I 
apprehend, that any ſuch Thing was deliberately 1 
firmed. It is the Cauſe, the adequate, the immediate 
and indeed the only proper Cauſe of Juſtification. But 
the Fruits are Peace of Conſcience, and Love of GOD; 
che Spirit of Adoption, and the Hope of Glory. 

Shew me, Sir, where dusauofta, in Conjunction with 
an vous, ſignifies the Fruits of Juſtification; and not 
thoſe Demands of the Law, which muſt neceſſarily be 
ſatisfied, before Juſtification can take place. Eſpe- 
cially, when the Phraſe is corroborated by that other 
ſtrong Expreſſion, wangubn. An Expreſſion uſed by our 
LORD, concerning himſelf, and the Deſign of his com- 
ing into the World. Applicable to Him alone, who is 
the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs; and deſcriptive 


.of that Obedience, by - «hich alone the awed is mag 
nifiec. 
This Senſe, ſays Apaſio, agrees with he Pear of 
the Apoſtle's Arguing. © Not here;“ replies Mr. 
 #efley, Let us then conſider the Aim, and trace the 
Progreſs, of the Apoſtle's Reaſoning. He is clearing 
up and confirming that great Privilege of the Goſpel, 
There is no Condemnation to them that are in FESUS 
CHRIST. This, you will allow, is not the Fruit of 
. Juſtification, but Juſtification itſelf. As this wants no 
| Argument to confirm it, let us proceed i in our Atten- 
tion to the ſacred Writer. T here is no Condemnation 
£0 thoſe, who are true Believers in FESUS CHRIST. 
Who, in Conſequence of this Belief, walk not after the 
Fleth, but after the SPIRIT. 88 | 


Perhaps, ſome Man will ſay; How can this be? 


Since even true Believers fall hort. Nay, they offend; 


and therefore muſt be liable to the Curſe. — For this 
* Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, they are delivered from Condemnation ; be- 
cauſe the Law ef the SPIRIT of Life in CHRIST 
FESUS, that new Diſpenſation, introduced in the room 
of the. old Law, promiſes the Privilege of Pardon, and 
the Gift of the SPIRIT, in which T hings the true 
Life and real Happineſs of Mankind conſiſt. Promiſes 
both freely, without any Works, purely on Account of 
the Righteouſneſs which is in CHRIST FESUS. And 
hereby, this new, gracious, bleſſed Diſpenſation, hath 
made me free from the Law ; which convinced me of 
Sin; condemned me for Sin; and bound me over unto 
Death. 3 5 . 

Theſe are glad Tidings, doubtleſs. But are they 


not attended with two Inconveniencies? Does not this 


Procedure deprive the Law of its due Honour, and 
ſcreen the Sinner from his deſerved Puniſhment ? —By 
no Means. For that which was an abſolute Impaſſibility, 
on account of the Strictneſs of the Law, and the Weak- 
neſs of human Nature, GOD, to whom nothing is im- 
poſſible, has moſt wonderfully accompliſhed. By ſending 
his own SON, in the Likeneſs of finful Fleſh, to live 
among Sinners; to come under their Obligations; and 
perform the Obedience demanded from them. - By 
ſending Him alſo to be a Sacrifice for Sin; to be 
charged with its Guilt, and undergo its Puniſhment. 
By this grand Expedient, he has provided for the Ho- 
nour and perfect Accompliſhment of the Law. He has 
alſo condemned and puniſhed Sin, with the utmoſt Se- 
verity. And both theſe in the Fleſb; in that, very Na- 
ture, which was guilty, diſabled, ruined. 

Should you farther aſk; Wherefore is all this? To 
lay the ſureſt foundation, or make the moſt complete 
Proviſion, for our Juſtification. That the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Law, both its righteous Sentence and its righ- 


, teous Precepts, whatever either of Suffering or of Obe- 


dience it required from Tranſgreſſors, being fulfilled. 
Vor. IV. 85 A a in 
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in CHRIST might be fulfilled in us. As it was all done 
in our Name; and as He and we are one. One in 
civil Eſtimation, for He is our Repreſentative, One 
in legal Eſtimation, for He is our Surety. One in ſo- 
cial Eſtimation, for He is our Bridegroom. For which 


Cauſe, his righteous Acts are ours, and his atoning 


Death 1s ours. 
There was' a Time, when you einkivced theſe Sen. 
timents. When you had ſuch Views of Things. When 
fuch Language came out of your Mouth. Which even 
now ſtands upon Record, under your own Hand. See 
your © Principles of a Methodiſt.” If you have for- 
gotten them, permit me to remind you of them. 
« CHRIST, you fay, is now the Righteouſneſs of all 
ce them, that truly believe in him. He for them paid 
ce the Ranſom by his Death; He for them fulfilled the 
« Law in his Life. So that now, in Him and by Him, 
c every Believer may be called a Fulfiller of the Law.” 
Since you pronounce my Senſe of the Apoſtle's 
Words unnatural; I adopt, I eſpouſe your s. And 
ſo much the more readily, as it will puzzle Sagacity 
itſelf, to diſcern a Difference betwen them. 
I totally deny the Criticiſm on 9ixawooun and 
ec Jixaitwpa.” Then be fo good as to ſuggeſt a better, 
Or, if this ſhould be ſomewhat difficult, at leaſt favour 
us with a Reaſon for this your total Denial. Not a 
Word of either. Strange! That a Man of ordinary 
- Diſcernment; ſhould offer to obtrude upon the Public, 
ſuch a Multitude of naked, unſupported, magiſterial 
Aſſertions! Should ever be able to perſuade himſelf, 
that a poſitive Air will paſs for Demonſtration, or ſup- 
ply the Place of Argument! If this be to demonſtrate, 


* Should Mr. Weſley ſay; Though J uſed theſe Words, I neyer 
intended them for a Comment on this Paſſage. —If you did not, [ 
imagine, the Compilers of our Homilies, from whom they are taken, 
did. At leaft they regarded this Text as a F oundation, a Warrant, 

A Proof of their Doctrine. i 
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if this be to confute, the Ideot is as capable of both, 


as the Philoſopher.——May I not cry out, in your own 


Strain? O how deep an Averſion to the imputed 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, does this Arminian Scheme 
diſcover ! Since it will make a Man gainſay, when he 
knows not why, or wherefore. 

St. Paul declares, that tbe Gentiles ds followed not 
after Righteouſneſs, had attained unto Righteouſneſs. Upon 
which Aſpaſto obſerves, that the Righteouſneſs, here 
mentioned, could not be any perſonal Righteouſneſs, 
To which Mr. Weſtey replies, It was.” And to render 
his Reply quite irreſiſtable, a perfect Thunderbolt in Ar- 
gumentation; he adds, Certainly it was.” — How Sir! 
Did they attain perſonal Righteouſneſs without ſecking 
after it? Are you becoming a Catvinift ? You that had 
rather be an Atheiſt? Could the Zealot of Geneva go 
greater Lengths ?—Fſpaſfio will not deny, that theſe 
Gentiles were ſanctified, as well as juſtified, but he will 
venture to affirm, that no Degree of Sanctification can 
make .the Perſons Righteous, who are once become 
Sinners. CHRIST, like Elijab, firſt caſts his Mantle 
over them; and then, like Elijab, they forſake all, and 
follow Him. 

The Righteouſneſs, which the Gentiles attained, 
could not be a perſonal Righteouſneſs. © Certainly it 
« was.” Then 1t was the Righteouſneſs of the Law, 
Whereas, the Righteouſneſs which they attained, 1s ex- 
preſsly ſaid, to be the Righteouſneſs of Faith. Then it 
was a Righteouſneſs conſiſting of good Works and godly 
Tempers. Whereas, their Righteouſneſs conſiſted in 
believing, according to the Apoſte's own Explanation, 
With the Heart Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs. —Then 
it was the Righteouſneſs of Man, Perſonal Righteouſ- 
neſs and implanted Holineſs paſs, in the Scriptures, 
under that Denomination. Whereas, theſe Gentiles 


ſumitied themfetves to the Righteouſneſs of C0 D.—If, 
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what theſe Gentiles attained, had been a perſonal Righ- 
teouſneſs, it would have been no Stumbling-block to 
the Jews. Even they would have fallen in with ſuch 
a Syſtem of Religion, as ſhould aſcribe Righteouſnek 
and Salvation to their own Duties and their own Deeds. 

You fay; It was implanted, as well as imputed.” 
Here, then, you acknowledge an imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs. You yourſelf uſe the Phraſe. You affirm it to 
be, if not the Whole, Part at leaſt, of the Apoſtle's 
Doctrine. I wiſh, you had been of this Mind, when 
you began your Letter. Then you would not have con- 
jured me, by all that is venerable and important, to diſ- 
continue an Expreſſion, which conveys—your own— 
the Apoſtle's Meaning and the Meaning of the HOLY 
GHOST. 

Lou join imputed and implanted Righteouſneſs. So, 
in Caſe this Addreſs to yourſelf ſhould paſs through 
the Printer's Hand, would I join a handſome Type and 
' pertinent Reaſoning. Yet, I apprehend, when you fit 
down to examine the Eſſay, you will regard only the 
latter. What you aſſociate, you aſſociate properly. 
The firſt is the Trunk, the laſt is one of the Branches, 
which ſpring from it. But the Apoſtle ſeems, in the 

Place before us, to be conſidering the firſt only. The 
laſt he reſerves, for ſome future Occaſion. — He is 
ſpeaking of the Righteouſneſs, by which we are ſaved; 
and that is ſolely the imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
—He is ſpeaking of the Righteouſneſs, which was an 
Eye-Sore and an Offence to the ſelf-conceited Jews; 
and this was only the imputed Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
He is ſpeaking of a Righteouſneſs, contradiſtinguiſhed 
to that Righteouſneſs, which is deſcribed by He that 
doeth theſe Things ; and this can be nothing elſe, but the 
imputed Rightcouſacks of CHRIST. Therefore, though 
Love of GOD, and Conformity to his Image ; though 
the pure Heart, and the * Affection; are the 
inſeparable 
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inſeparable Concomitants, or rather the genuine Pro- 
duce, of imputed Righteouſneſs ; yet here they come 
not under Conſideration. To force them into this Paſ- 
ſage, is to make them appear out of due Seaſon, Such 
an Expoſition, may beſpeak a zealous Officiouſneſs, not 
a diſtinguiſhing Judgment. Becauſe, it confounds the 
Order of the Apoſtle's Plan ; it defeats the Deſign of 
his Argument, if it does nat introduce Self-Contradic- 
tion into his arguing, 

This Righteouſneſs came upon the Gentiles, as the 


former and latter Rain upon the Earth. To them was 


fulfilled the Word ſpoken by the Prophet Jaiab; Let 
the Skies pour down Righteouſneſs. As the Earth en- 
gendereth not the Rain; has not the leaſt Influence, in 
forming, or the leaſt Agency, in procuring, the refreſh- 
ing Showers; but only receiveth them, as the mere 
Gift of Providence; ſo theſe Gentiles had not the leaſt 
Influence in effecting, nor the leaſt Agency in procur- 
ing, this Righteouſneſs. When the good News came 
into their Territories, they were totally deſtitute of it; 
they were utterly unconcerned about it; they knew no- 
thing at all concerning it. But ſeeing it revealed in 
the Goſpel ; ſeeing it diſplayed, as the Work of GOD, 
and hearing it offered, as the Gift of GOD; they were 
not diſobedient. to the heavenly Invitation, They be- 
lived the Report; they accepted the Bleſſing; and re- 
lied upon it, for Life and Salvation.—Then, as be 
Rain cometh down and the Snow from Heaven, returneth 
not thither again, but watereth the Earth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud; that it may give Seed to the Sower, 
and Bread to the Eater : So, this ineſtimable Truth be- 
ing admitted into the Soul, CHRIST and his Righte- 
ouſneſs being received to dwell in the Heart“; all the 
Powers of intellectual Nature, or what St. Paul calls 
the inner Man, are exhilarated, quickened, .and fruc- 


* Eph. iii. 17, | 
„ tified, 
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tified. They bud as the Roſe, and bloſſom as the Lilly 
they bring forth the Fruits of inward Love, of outward 

Obedience, of univerſal Godlineſs. 

For Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, in the Righteouſneß 
of CHRIST. «Was there ever ſuch a Comment be- 
cc fore?” May I not anſwer, in your own Words; 
was there ever ſuch a Method of Confutation uſed be- 
fore ?—But you add; * The plain Meaning is, For 
re training up in Holineſs of Heart and of Life.” I wiſh, 
you had thought of introducing this Interpretation, by 
the following ſhort Preface, „I take it for granted.” 
You would then have been fure of ſaying one Truth.— 
But if this does not appear plain to me, as you ſee it 
did not to Aſpaſio, methinks you ſhould lend me your 
Spectacles, or favour me with your Reaſons, 

If you pleaſe to examine the Paſſage, you will find 
Holineſs of Heart and Life, comprehended in one of 
the preceding Expreſſions. TIpos eravophuriv ſignifies, 
for Reſtoration of the Man, to a ftate of moral Up- 
rightnefſs. Which muſt include a Renovation of the 
Mind, and a Reformation of the Conduct. After this 
comes, very properly, and without any Tautology, 
very needfully, and to the exceeding Comfort of the 
Sinner; another moſt valuable Property of the Scrip- 
tures. They inſtruct the Reader in the Chriſtian Righ- 
zcoufneſs ; in the juſtifying Righteouſneſs ; in that myſ- 
terious, but incomparably precious Righteouſneſs, which 
no other Book in the World diſplays, mentions, or fo 
much as hints. Yet, without which, we could never 
ſtand in the Judgment; never find Acceptance with 
GOD-;; nor be admitted into the Realms of Glory.—lf 
you ka this Senſe, the Apoſtle's Character of the 
facred Volumes is very defective. It leaves out, what 
zs their ſupreme Excellence, and moſt diſtinguiſhing 
Peculiarity. What is firſt, and above all other Things, 
neceſſary for our fallen Race, —A Traveller undertakes 


to give an Account of ſome celebrated Picture ny 
c 
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He deſcribes the Dimenſions of the Structure, the Form 
of the Windows, the Ornaments of the Roof, but he 
quite forgets, at leaſt he totally omits, the Article of 
the Paintings. Is this a maſterly execution of his De- 
fign ? Is this ſatisfactory to the Hearer's Curioſity ? 

He ſhall convince the World of Righteouſneſs—*©© That. 
« I am not a Sinner, but innocent and holy.” How 
fat and jejune is this Expoſition ! Nothing can be more 
ſo, to my Taſte.—< Innocent and holy!“ Is this all 
the SPIRIT witneſſes, concerning the moſt adorable 
and infinitely deſerving SON of GOD? Does this 
come up to the inconceivable Dignity of his Perſon, 
and the immenſely glorious Perfection of his Work ! 
Is this ſufficient to comfort the Conſcience, ſmitten with 
a Senſe of moſt damnable Guilt, and alarmed with the 
Terrors of eternal Vengeance ? | 

The whole Clauſe contains a Platform or Summary 
of evangelical Truth. Of that all-important Truth, 
which Miniſters are to teach and preach ; which the 
HOLY SPIRIT will own and accompany with his 
Influence; and which is thereby made the Power of 
GOD to the Salvation of the Hearers.— He ſhall con- 


vince the World of Sin; of the guilty and miſerable 


State, in which all Mankind are plunged by Nature; 
and in which every individual Perſon continues, ſo lonę 
as he is deſtitute of an Intereſt in CHRIST; fo long as 


he believeth not in HIM, who died upon the Croſs, 


and is gone to the FATHER, Ry; Righteouſneſs; He 


ſhall reveal the REDEEMER's moſt perfect and mag- 
nificent Righteouſneſs in their Hearts. That Righteouſ- 


neſs, which ſatisfies the Juſtice of the MOST HIGH, 
and brings complete Redemption to T ranſgreſſors. 
Teſtifying, not barely that he is innocent, ſuch was 
Adam in Paradiſe : not barely that he is holy, ſuch are 
Angels in Heaven: Shall the eternal CREATOR, 
even after his Humiliation unto Death, have no higher 
a Teſtimony, than a Set of mere Creatures! Yes, ve- 
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rily; the HOLY GHOST will convince the World, 
that CHRIST”s Righteouſneſs is the grand and capita] 
Bleſſing, which Prophets foretold ; and which not only 
fulfils, but magnifies the Law. That it is the Righ- 
teouſneſs, the very Righteouſneſs of the incarnate IE. 
- HOVAH ; and therefore renders every Soul, to whom 
it is imputed, unblameable, unreprovable, complete. 
Glorious Office this! Worthy to be the Object of the 
almighty COMFORTER's Agency! In performing 
which, he adminiſters ſtrong Conſolation. — Then he 
' ſhall convince of Judgment. Shall condemn and caſt 
out the Prince of this World, introducing a moſt happy 
Change into the Heart and Life. Shall begin and carry 
on the Work of Grace, Sanctification, Obedience. And 
all, through the joyful Knowledge, together with the 
perſonal Appropriation, of this juſtifying Righteouſneſs. 

That we might be made the Righteouſneſs of GOD in 


Him. Which cannot be intrinſically, but muſt be impu- 


tatively.— This Interpretation Aſpafio eſtabliſhes, at- 
tempts at leaſt to eſtabliſh, from the Tenour of the 
Context; from the Apoſtle's Antitheſis; and from ſeve- 
ral venerable Names. But what are all theſe to Mr. 
Weſley? No more than the Arrow and the Spear to 


Leviathan. Nay, not ſo much. That ſcaly Monſter 


eſteemeth Iron as Straw, and Braſs as rotten Wood. But 
Mr. Weſtey, caſed in his own Self-Sufficiency, efteemeth 
all the aforementioned Evidences, as mere Nothings. 
He totally diſregards them. Reaſon, Grammar, Pre- 
| cedents, are eclipſed by his bare Negative; and vaniſh 

into an Inſignificancy, not worthy of Notice. 

When Apaſio, ſupported by ſuch great Authorities, 
ſays, This cannot be intrinſically, but muſt be imputa- 


tively. Mr. Weſley, ſupported by his greater Self, 


replies, © Both the one and the other,” —But does he 
duly advert to the Apoſtle's Subject, or follow the Clue 
of the Context? The Subject is Reconciliation with 

| GOD, 
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GOD, Juſtification before GOD, or that, whatever it 
be, which is implied in not imputing T reſpaſſes. The 
Context intimates, that intrinſic Holineſs is not yet taken 
into Conſideration, but is reſerved for the next Chapter. 
There the Apoſtle exhorts the Corinthians, not to receive 
this infinitely rich Grace of free Juſtification, in vain; 


but to ſhew its Efficacy, to ſhew its Excellency, and 


recommend it to the unbelieving World, by an un- 
blameable Converſation, giving no Offence in any Thing. 
_ Juſtification then is the only Point, which the Apoſtle, 


in this Paſſage; conſiders; and Juſtification is the Fruit 


of imputed Righteouſneſs ſolely, not of inherent Righte- 
ouſneſs in any Degree. This we muſt allow, unleſs we 
prefer the Impoſitions of Trent, before the Confeſſion of 

our Church. © Faith ſays unto us, it is not that I take * 
« away your Sins, but CHRIST only; and to Him only 


« ſend you for that Purpoſe, forſaking therein all your 


te good Words, Thoughts, and Works, and only putting 
« your Truſt in CHRIST.” Thus ſpeaks and thus 


teaches our reformed Church.—< If any one ſay, that 
« Man is juſtified only by the Imputation of CHRIST's 


cc Righteouſneſs, or only by the Remiſſion of Sins, 


e without the Co-operation of inherent Grace and 


c holy Love, let him be accurſed*.” Thus dogmatizes 


and thus anathematizes, that Mother of Falſhoods.— 


Chooſe now your Side. For my Part, I renounce and 
abjure the proud and i iniquitous Decree. If you perſiſt 
in your preſent Opinion, there will be an apparent Har- 
mony between yourſelf and Rome, but an eſſential Diffe- 
rence between yourſelf and Aſpaſio. 

_« GOD through him, firſt accounts, and then makes us 
« righteous. How? Does GOD account us righteous, 


before he * us ſo? Then his Judgment is not ac- 


Si quis dixerit, zominem juſtificari, vel ſola imputatione juſtitiæ, ue! 


fola remiſſione peccatorum, excluſa gratia & charitate, anathema eſto. 


esl vi. Can. 11. 
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cording to Truth. Then he reckons us to be righteous, 
when we are really otherwiſe. Is not this the Language 
of your Doctrine? This the unavoidable Conſequence of 
your Notion? But how harſh, if not horrid, does it found 
in every Ear? Is not this abſolutely irreconcileable with 
our Ideas of the ſupreme BEING, and equally incom- 
patible with the Dictates of Scripture ? There we are 
taught that God juſtifieth the Ungodly.—Mark the Words, 
The Ungodly are the Objects of the divine Juſtification, 
But can He account the Ungodly righteous ? Impoſſihle 
— How then does he act? He firſt makes them righte- 
 ous*.—After what Manner? By imputing to them the 
Righteouſneſs of his dear SON.—Then he pronounces 
them righteous, and moſt truly. He treats them as 
righteous, and moſt juſtly. In ſhort, then he abſolves 
them from Guilt; adopts them for his Children; and 
makes them Heirs of his eternal Kingdom.—In the grand 
Tranſaction, thus regulated, Mercy and Truth meet 


together. All proceeds in the moſt harmonious and 


beautiful Conſiſtency, with the ſeveral Attributes of 
GOD; with his whole revealed Will; aud with all his 
righteous Law. 

« The Righteouſneſs which is of GOD by Faith, is 
© both imputed and inberent. — Then it is like inter- 
weaving Linen and Woollen; the motly Mixture, for- 
bidden to the J/raelites. Or rather, like weaving a 
Thread of the fineſt Gold, with a hempen Cord, or a 
| Spider's Web.—The Righteouſneſs which is of GOD, 
is perfect, conſummate, everlaſting. Not ſo inherent 
Righteouſneſs, your own ſelf being Judge, and your own 
Pen being Witneſs.—In the Righteouſneſs which is of 
GOD, the Apoſtle deſires to be found, before the great 
and terrible Tribunal of the LORD. His own Righte- 


* Agrecably to this, our Church ſpeaks; In Fuſtification of unjuft 


wwe are made j uſt before GOD; and adds, This is the ftrong Rock and 


Foundation of Chriſtian Religion, Hom, of Juſtif. Part 2, 
> ouſneſs, 
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duſneſs, or the Righteouſneſs which is inherent, he 
abandons, as abſolutely improper for this great Purpoſe. 
Being no more fitted to give him Boldneſs at the Day of 
Judgment, than Dung and Filth are fit to introduce a 
Perſon, with Credit and Dignity, to Court. — The Righ- 
teouſneſs which is of GOD, is unknown to Reaſon; is 
revealed from Heaven; and without the Works of the 
Law. Whereas, the Righteouſneſs inherent, is diſco- 
verable by Reaſon; was known to the Heathens; and 
conſiſts in a Conformity of Heart and Life to the 


Precepts of the Law.— By the latter, we act, we obey, 


and offer our ſpiritual Sacrifices unto GOD. By the 
former, we work nothing; we render nothing unto 
GOD; but only receive of his Grace. 

They are, therefore, not the ſame, but totally diſtinct. 
To blend and confound them, betrays Unſkilfulneſs in 
the Word of Righteouſneſs ; derogates from the Honour 
of CHRIST, and tends to cheriſh a legal Frame, or, what 
the Scripture calls, AI Spirit of Bondage. —If you would 
approve yourſelf a Workman, that need not be aſhamed 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth, thus you ſhould 
ſpeak, and thus you ſhould write; the Righteouſneſs of 
GOD, is always imputed. But, being imputed, it pro- 
duces the Righteouſneſs inherent. Being juſtified by the 
former, ſaved from Hell, and rendered meet for Heaven; 
we are ſanctified alſo, and diſpoſed to love the LORD, 
who has dealt ſo bountifully with us. And if to love, 
then to worſhip him; to ſerve him; to imitate him. 

My Faith fixes on both the meritorious Life and atoning 
Death of CHRIST. * Here we clearly agree.” How 
can you clearly agree, either with Aſpafio; or with your- 
ſelf; or with common Senſe ? — How with Aſpaſio? 
Since you queſtion, in direct Contrariety to his Senti- 
ments, whether the Death of CHRIST be not the whole 
of what St. Paul ſtiles The Obedience of ONE. How 
with yourſelf ? For, did you not declare, a little while 
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ago, that fallen Man * is not juſtified by perfect Obe. 
« dience?” Is not CHRIS T's meritorious Life perfect 


Obedience? If your Faith fixes on this perfect Obedi- 


ence, is it not for the Purpoſe of Juſtification ?—How 
with Common Senſe? Since you ſuppoſe, that the“ Scrip- 
« ture aſcribes the whole of our Salvation to the Death 
« of CHRIST,” fo entirely aſcribes it to the Death of 
CHRIST, © that there was' no Need of his fulfilling the 
« moral Law, in order to purchaſe Redemption for us;” 
what Reaſon, or Shadow of Reaſon can you have, to fix 
upon what we call the Merit of his Life?—If, what you 
ſuppoſe and affirm, be true, there was no Kind of meri- 
torious Efficacy in his Lite, His Life, and all his La- 
bours, were, in this Reſpect, a mere Superfluity. Sal- 
vation might have been obtained, and Redemption 
- purchaſed, without their Concurrence. Therefore, to 
fix upon them, is to fix upon a Phantom, and to reſt 
your Hopes upon @ Thing of. Nought. 

But ftay. Am I not repeating the Miſconduct, which 
proved ſo fatal to the famous Earl of Warwick and his 
Forces? At the Battle of Gladmore, while the Scale of 
Victory hung in Suſpenſe, they ſaw a conſiderable Body 
of Troops advancing. Suppoſing them to be Enemies, 
the Bowmen made a general Diſcharge, and galled them 
with their Arrows. But they ſoon perceived their 
Miſtake; that they had been oppoſing their Friends, 
and annoying their Allies. Perhaps, by this Time, you 
are become my Ally. You may have ſeen your Errors; 
may have corrected your Notions; laying, i in Ratifica- 
tion of both, © we agree.” 

That is, © I would no longer exclude the meritorious 
e Obedience of CHRIST. But this, together with his 


« atoning Death, I look upon as the only Cauſe of my 


e Juſtification.—This I call his Righteouſneſs; and this 
« being imputed to me, becomes my Plea, my Portion, 


cee and rational Foundation for my everlaſting Felicity.— 
= | ce This 
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= This I receive by Faith. Which I now look upon; 
« not as conſtituting any Part of my Recommendation, 
« but only as receptive of the Fulneſs, laid up for me 
« in CHRIST.—Though the Law of Works faith, do 
« and live; IJ am now made ſenſible, that the Law of 
« Faith fays, be verily perſuaded, that CHRIST is ſuffi- 
« cient for thy Acceptance, without any doing of thy 
« own at all. Since CHRIST is given to me, in the 
« facred Record, given to me, as a Sinner;, to be re- 
te ceived, without any Conditions, I joyfully accept the 
« Gift. I am fatisfied with his doing and ſuffering. 
« They are divinely excellent, and infinitely ſufficient. 
I neither wiſh for, nor think of, any Thing more, to 
ce obtain my complete Salvation. — This Way of Salva- 
« tion effectually excludes boaſting; and, at the ſame 
« Time, produces thoſe deſirable Effects that Love of 
c GOD; that Delight in his Perfections; that Confor- 
« mity to his Will; which the ate of Works requires 
te in vain.” | 

If this is what you mean, by © we agree,” I would 
ſeal and ratify the Agreement, with the laſt Wiſh, and 


the laſt Words, of the celebrated Father Paul, Efto per- 


petua. Be this the Cale, and you ſhall have, not only 
the right Hand of Fellowſhip, but the right Hand of 
Pre-eminence.—Only I crave one Favour in Return. 
Diſmiſs thoſe injurious Inſinuations, which cauſe your 
Readers to ſuſpect, that Apaſio conſiders the meritorious 


Life of CHRIST, ſeparate from his atoning Death. 


Whereas, he . affirms them to be inſeparable, like the 
Correſpondence of Motion between the two Eyes. Try, 
if you can make one of your Eyes move to the right, 
while the other wheels off to the left, When you have 
done this, then, and not till then, may you have ſome 
reaſonable Pretence for theſe your Suggeſtions. | 
Alas! Quant de ſpe decidi! I find my Hopes were too 


ſanguine. We are not come to the deſired Coalition. 
In 
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In this very Paragraph, you begin to fly off. By talking 
of imputed Righteouſneſs, you tell us, We are expoſed 
* to an exceeding great Hazard; even the Hazard of 
cc living and dying without Holineſs.” — Pray, Sir, have 
you ſeen a little Piece, written upon this Subject by the 
Rev. Mr. Vitberſpoon? If you have not, let me recom. 
mend it to your Peruſal. In caſe you are ignorant of 
that powerful Influence, which Juſtification through the 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, has upon Sanctification and 
true Holineſs, from this Treatiſe you may learn ſome 


valuable Knowledge, In cafe the Author of this Trea- | 


tiſe is miſtaken, in maintaining the indiſſoluble Connec- 
tion of Juſtification with true Godlineſs; and the never- 
tailing Efficacy of the REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs, 
to bring forth willing Obedience in the Believer; you 
may have an Opportunity of rectifying his Sentiment. 
You may give us, in your next Publication, a Preſerva- 


tive, not only againſt unſettled, but againſt umſound No. 


tions in Religion. 
Theron, ſpeaking of Gems, ſays, when nicely poliſhed, 
and prodigal of their Luſtre, they ſtand Candidates for a 
Seat, on the virtuous fair one's Breaſt.— This diſpleaſes 
Mr. Weſey. Would he then have Gems placed on the 
vicious or laſcivious Breaſt? Or would he have them put 
to no Uſe at all, but buried in Darkneſs? Did the 


ALMIGHTY pour ſuch Brilliancy upon them, only 
that they might be conſigned over to Obſcurity? Did 
he not rather array them with Luſtre and with Charms; 
that they might diſplay ſomething of his own Bright- 
neſs; incite his rational Creatures to admire his tran- 
ſcendent Excellency, and teach his faithful People to 
apprehend the Emphaſis of that animating Promiſe, 
They ſhall be mine, in the Day that I make up my Jewels. 
I can't reconcile this with St. Paul. He ſays, ot 
dL qoith Pearls: by a Parity of Reaſon, not with Dia- 


__ monds. Do you rightly underſtand St, Faul ? Don't 
. you 
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you dwindle his manly and noble Idea, into a Meanneſs 


and Littleneſs of Senſe? Such as befits the ſuperſtitious 
and contracted Spirit of a Hermit, rather than the gene- 
rous and exalted Temper of a Believer; who ſtands faſt 
in the Liberty wherewith CHRIST hath made him free? 
Our LORD fays not, they that are ſplendidly apparelled, 
are apparelled unſuitably to Chriſtianity, or in a Manner 
inconſiſtent with the Fear of GOD. But they are in 
King's Courts, and their Dreſs is adapted to their Station. 
Neither does St. Paul forbid the Uſe of Pearl, or coſtly 
Array, when a Perſon's Circumſtances will afford them, 
and his Situation in Life may require them. He rather 
cautions againſt the Abuſe, againſt looking upon theſe 
glittering Things, as any Part of their true Dignity, on 
which they value themſelves, or by which they would be 
recommended to others. The Word is not edvonobas 
pur on *, nor popery Wear f, but-xoopery adorn. © Let them 
c not place their Excellency in ſuch mean Diſtinctions; 


* no, nor covet to diſtinguiſh themſelves, by theſe ſu- 


« perficial Decorations; but rather by the ſubſtantial 
© Ornaments of real Godlineſs, and good Works, 


Which will render both them and their Religion truly 


c amiable.“ 

The Apoſtle Peter obſerves the ' ſame Propriety of 
Speech, and the ſame Correctneſs of Sentiment. Whoſe 
adorning, let it not be that outward adorning cf wearing of 
Gold, or plaiting the Hair, or putting on of Apparel, Was 


this an abſolute Prohibition of the ſeveral Particulars 
mentioned, it would forbid all kind of Cloathing, or the 


putting on of any Apparel, Take the Paſſage in your 
rigorous Senſe, and it concludes as forcibly againſt 


Garments, as againſt Ornaments; we muſt even _go 


naked, and lay aſide our Cloaths, as well as our Gems. 
Whereas, underſtood according to the natural Significa- 
tion of the Words (ov 0 X00 p05, NOL wv To erIvpe) it con- 


* Mark vi. 9. + Matt. xi. 3. 
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veys a very important, and a very ſeaſonable Exhorta. 
tion; © Chriſtians, ſcorn to borrow your Recommen. 
te dations from the Needle, the Loom, or the Toy-Shop. 
© This may be the Faſhion of a vain World. But let 
« your Embelliſhments, or that which beautifies and 


< diſtinguiſhes your Character, be of a ſuperior Nature, 
« Let it be internal; not ſuch as the Sheep have wore, 


* or the Silk-Worms ſpun; but ſuch as is peculiar to the 


cc jmmortal Mind, or the hidden Man of the Heart. Let 


ce it be ſubſtantial; not ſuch as the Moth corrodes, or 


cc ſuch as periſhes in uſing; but that which is not corrup- 
« gible. Which being planted on Earth, will be tranſ- 


© planted into Heaven, and being ſown in Time, will 


cc flouriſh to Eternity.—Let it be that adorning, whoſe 


« Excellency is unqueſtionable, and whoſe Praiſe is if 
« GOD, even the Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit, 
© Which will render you, not indeed like the Grandees 
« of the Earth, but like the SON of the HIGHEST. 
ce Shewing, that you are united to him; intereſted in 
« him; and Partakers of his divine Nature.”” 


ce In all Things, I perceive, you are too favourable, 


« both to the Defire of the Fleſh, and the Deſire of the 
« Zye. —I rather think, Mr. Weſley is too cenſorious of 
others, and too indulgent to himſelf. Why may not 


Theron wear his richly emboſſed Gold Watch, and his 
Lady uſe her golden Buckle ſet with Diamonds, as well 


as you and I wear a ilyer Buckle *, or make Uſe of our 
filver Watch? Why may not an Earl or a Counteſs, 
put 


That Mr. Veſey may not ſuſpe& I am pleading for Self-Indul- 
8 I will give him my Word, that I have never wore my ſilver 
uckkles, fince I was in Mourning for his Royal Highneſs. Neither 

ſhall I have one uneaſy Thought, if I never put them on again. 
+ Should it be ſaid, The Perſons, to whom St. Peter wrote, were in 


mean Circumſtances. Therefore ſuch Grandees are out of the 


Queſtion. Ianſwer, The Perſons for whom St. Peter wrote, were all 


Chriſtians to the very End of the World. Among theſe, * 
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— put on their Robes, ſumptuous with Embroidery, or | 
4 their Coronet, glittering with Jewels, as inoffenſively, as 
. you and I put on a Beaver - Hat, or trail after us a pru- 
t nella Gown? There is no Neceſſity for this our Spruce- 
0 neſs. A fuſtian Jacket would keep our Backs warm, 
e. and a flannel Cap our Heads, as well as our more elegant 
e, Array. Methinks, therefore, we ſhould either abſtain 
i from all needleſs Finery in our 6wn Dreſs, or elſe forbear 
et WM to cenſure it in others. Rather, we ſhould all, in our 
or il reſpective Stations, and according to our reſpective 
?- WM Circumſtances, uſe theſe Things, as not abuſing them. 
!- WM Remembering, that the Faſhion of this World paſſeth 
il way. Looking, therefore, for that City of the living 
ſe Wl GOD, whoſe Wall is of Faſper, whoſe Buildings are of pure 
ef Wl Gold, and whoſe Foundations are garniſhed with all Man- 
i, Wl ner of precious Stones; but whofe external Splendor is 
cs I infinitely ſurpaſſed by the Glory of GOD, which lightens 
T. WW it, and by the Preſence of the LAMB, which is the 
in Light thereof. When we are bleſſed with clear Appre- 
henſions of this ineffable Glory, which ſhall be revealed;: 
when we live under a delightful Perſuaſion, that GOD 
hath given to us this eternal Life; Gems will have but 
little Luſtre in our Eye, and leſs and leſs Allurements for 
our Heart. All the Pomp of this tranſient World will 
appear to us, as the Palace of Verſailles, or the Gardens 
of Stowe, would appear to ſome ſuperior Being; who, 
from an exalted Stand in the, ſhould contemplate the 
terraqueous Globe: and at one View take in its vaſt 
Dimenſions, 3s 1 — and its moſt 
copious Furniture. i 


tere may not he 1 a nor many N yet, bleſſed be 
GOD, Ares And when theſe go w receive their cell 
Crown, we truſt, it will be ſaid, 


on deficit alter 
Vor. IV, Bb -. ©. 
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ce You are a gentle Caſuiſt as to every Self. Indulgence 
ee which a plentiful Fortune can furniſh.”—I would 
conſider the End, for which theſe Things were created; 
and point out, and enforce, their proper Improvement, 
They were created, not to tantalize, but to treat us; not 
to enſnare, but to gratify us. Then they are properly 
improved, when we enjoy them with Moderation, and 
render them Inſtruments of Uſefulneſs. When they are 
regarded as pregnant Tokens of our CREATOR 
Love, and act as endearing Incitements of our Gratitude, 
What you call my Caſuiſtry, is built upon a Maxim, 
which will never be controverted; Every Creature if 


GOD is good, if received with Thankſgiving. It is nothing 


elſe, but an Attempt to diſplay what is affirmed in the 
former Clauſe, and to enforce, what 1 is Sr in the 
laber. 

In the ſixth eter, 4 in ihe ninth, and in other Parts, 
Theron enumerates ſome of the fineſt Productions, and 
moſt choice Accommodations, which the Earth, the 
Air, the Seas afford. — In Imitation of the Apoſtle, who, 
in one Sentence, expreſſes abundantly more, than my 
three Volumes contain; HE giveth us all Things richly is 
enjoy.—In Imitation of the Pſalmiſt alſo, who, in ſeveral 
of his Hymns, eſpecially in Pſalm civ. celebrates the 
profuſe Munificence of JEHOVAH} profuſe; even in 
temporal Bleſſings, and with regard to our animal Na- 
ture. Does our Nature call for ſomething to ſupport it? 
Here is Bread, which ſtrengthens Man's Heart, and is the 
Staff of his Life. Does our Nature 80 farther, -and 
covet ſomething. to pleaſe it? Here is Vine, that maketh 


glad the Heart of Man; regaling his Palate, and exhila- 


rating his Spirits. Is our Nature yet more craving, and 
deſirous of ſomething to beautify it? Here js Oil, that 


maketh the Face to ſhine. T hat. the Countenarce may 
appear, both chearful and amiable. That. Gaiety may 


if 0 7 in the Eye, while 2 glows in the Cheek.— 
No 


* 4 
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Now. I cannot perſuade myſelf, nor is all Mr. We eſley's 
Rhetoric powerful enough to convince me, that it 1s 
any Diſcredit, or any Error, to follow ſuch Examples. 
« But I mention the exquiſite Reliſh of Turbot, and 
« the Deliciouſneſs of Sturgeon. And are not ſuch 
« Obſervations beneath the Dignity of a Miniſter of 
« CHRIST?” Mr. Weſley does not obſerve from whom 
theſe Remarks proceed. Not from Aſpaſio but Theron. 
To make him ſpeak like a Miniſter of CHRIST, or 
like a Chriſtian of the firſt Rank, would be entirely - 
out of Character. It would have betrayed an utter Ig- 
norance, or a total Diſregard of Horace's Rule; 


| Reddere Perſonæ ſeit convenientia cuigue. 


However, I am willing to take all upon myſelf, and be 
reſponſible for the obnoxious Sentiments. I would only 
alk, is any Thing ſpoken of, which the ALMIGHTT 
has not made? and ſhall I think it beneath my Dig- 
nity, to magnify the Work of his Hands? Is any Thing 
ſpoken of, which the ALMIGHTY has not beſtowed? 
and ſhall T think it a Diminution of my Character, to 
acknowledge the various Gifts of his Bounty? Has 
GOD moſt High thought it worthy of his infinite Ma- 
jeſty, to endue the Creatures with ſuch pleaſing Qua- 
lities, as render them a delicious Entertainment to our 
Appetites? and ſhall I reckon it a mean unbecoming 
Employ, to bear Witneſs to this condeſcending Indul- 
gence of the DEIT Y ?—Particularity in recounting 
Benefits, is ſeldom deemed a Fault. It comes under 
no ſuch Denomination, in y Syſtem of Ethics. If Mr. 
Weſley' has a better, in which Neglect and Inſenſibility 
are ranked among the Virtues, I muſt undoubtedly, 
upon thoſe Principles, drop my Plea, Where they are 
commendable, my Conduct muſt be inexcuſable, and if 
inexcuſable, I fear irreclaimable. For I ſhall never be 
aſhamed to take a Fiſh, a Fowl, or a Fruit in my Hand, 
and fay, .< A, Preſent this, from our all-bountiful CRE- 
B b 2 „ ATOR! 
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« AT OR! See its Beauty, taſte its Sweetneſs, ad. 
« mire its Excellency, and love and adore the great 
t“ Benefaftor, To us he hath freely granted theſe, 
« and other Delights. Though He Himſelf in th 
e Days of his Fleſh, had Gall to cat, and Vinegar to 
% drink.” 

« But the mentioning theſe in r a Manner, is a 
” ſtrong Encouragement of Luxury and Senſuality.”.. 
If, to enumerate a few of theſe Dainties *, be a 
Encouragement to Luxury, how much more, to create 
them all, and clothe them with ſuch inviting Proper. 
ties, and recommend them by ſuch delicate Attractives? 
But © The mentioning them in ſuch a Manner.“ 
What! Is this an Encouragement to Senſuality? To 
mention them, as ſo many Inſtances of divine Bene- 
ficence, and fo many Motives to human Gratitude ? 
This, methinks, is the Way to prevent the Abuſe of 
our Animal Enjoyments, and to correct their pernicious 
Tendency. This is the Way to endear their adorable 
GIVER, and render them Incentives to Love. And 
the Love of GOD, s a better Guard againſt Luxury, 
à better Preſervative from Senſuality, chan all the rigid 
Rules of the Cloyſter or Monaſtery. 


Upon the whole, however well affected Mr. Willy 


may be to our civil, he ſeems to be a Kind of Male- 
content, with regard to our ſpiritual Liberties.” Thoſe 
I mean, which are „ in the Mogne 
Charts of the Goſpel. 

'We have Liberty, through ESU CHRIST, to uf 
not one only, but every Creature of GOD. And to 
uſe them in a ſanctiſed Manner, ſo .that they ſhall not 
ſenſualize our Affections, but refine and exalt them, by 
knitting our Hearts more inſeparably to their muniti- 
cent CREATOR. According to that Clauſe in the 


— them, Repal Dataticr, Gen, xlix. 20. | 
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heavenly Deed, Al Things are yours. This you would 


curtail and diminiſh. 


We have Liberty to look upon ourſelves, as J. | 
fied before GOD, without any Works 'of our own; 
made perfectly righteous in his Sight, without any 
perſonal Obedience whatever. Entirely through our 
Repreſentative and Surety, what he has ſuffered, in our 
Name and in our Stead. According to thoſe gracious 
Declarations, In the LORD have I Righteouſneſs, and 
by the Obedience of ONE ſhall many be made righteous. 
This you would ſuperſede and aboliſh. 

We have Liberty to claim and receive this unſpeak- 
able Privilege, without performing any Conditions, or 
ſeeking any Pre-requiſites. Having no other Quali- 
fication, than that of being loſt Sinners, and needing 
no other Warrant, than the divine Grant, made and 
recorded in the Word of the Goſpel. According to 
that moſt generous Invitation, Come, buy Wine and 
Milk, without Money and without Price, According to 
that moſt gratuitous Conceſſion, Hhoever will, let bim 
take of the NN of Life freely. This you would clog 
and emb | 

We have Liar through our LORD's Atonement, 
to look upon ourſelves as made free from all Guilt. To 
conſider our Sins, as abſolutely blotted out, never to 
appear again, either to our utter Condemnation, or to 
our leaſt Confuſion. 

The three firſt Articles of the Charge, I think, are 
made clear, too clear and undeniable, in the Courſe of 
the preceding Letters. Should you challenge me to 
prove the laſt, I refer you to your Aſſize Sermon. 
There you tell US, that the Sins of true Believers, as 
well as of Unbgtievers, will be brought to Light, and 
expoſed before the * World, at the Day of univerſal 
Judgment. | | 

Here I muſt do you the Juſtice to acknowledge, that, 
you have not, as in your epiſtolary Animadverſions on 


Bb 3 Aſpaſio, 
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Aſpaſio, required your Audience to aſſent, merely be. 
cauſe you affirm. . You attempt to eſtabliſh your Opi. 
nion by the Authority of Solomon ; GOD fhall bring 
every Work into Judgment, with every Secret Thing, 
whether it be good, or whether.it be evil. But you ſeem 
to forget, that the Sins of the Believer are r un os, 
Things that are not. CHRIST has blotted out, as a thick 
Cloud, our Tranſgreſſions; ; yea, as a thin Cloud, our Sins *, 
— Conſider them as moral Stains, or Cauſes of Defile- 
ment; they are waſhed away by the Blood of FESUS. 
And ſurely the Blood of GOD, muſt have as powerful 
an Effect on our Souls, as the Waters of Jordan had 
upon Naaman's Body f. Conſider them as contracting 


Guilt, or deſerving Puniſhment; they are vacated; they 


are diſannulled; and, like the Scape-Goat, diſmiſſed into 
the pathleſs inacceſſible Wilderneſs, when ſought for, 
they ſhall not be found. —Conſider them in either of theſe 
Reſpects, or under any other Character, and they are, 
not only covered or ſecreted; but aboliſhed. Juſt as 
the Darkneſs of the Night i is aboliſhed, by the Sent 
of this clear, ſerene, delightful Morning. 
Bring to our Sight, if you can, the Millſtone, that 
is caſt into the Depths of the Sea. Reſtore to its former 
Conſiſtence, the Cloud that is diſſolved in Rain. Or 
find one Dreg of Filthineſs in the new-fallen Snow. 


Then may thoſe Iniquities be brought again into No- 


tice, which have been done away by the High -Prieſt of 
our Profeſſion. Which have been expiated by the per- 


fect, moſt effectual, and glorious Oblation of Himſelſ. 


ws Tai. xliv. 22. 35 Nabes , ww. vas, Thus 8 trans. 


lates the Words; and, I think, very juſtly. The firſt ſeems to denote 


an immenſe Arrangement of Clouds, covering the Sky. The ſecond 
ſignifies a. looſe detached Fragment, floating in the upper Regions, 
The firſt, fixed like a Vault; the laſt, failing like a Skiff. This Senſe 
diverſiſies the Prophet's Imagery, and, inſtead of W preſents 


us with a beautiful Gradatios. 


7 2 Kings v. 14. 
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—His People, whon riſing from the Bed of Death, will 
have no more Conſcience of Sin in themſelves. They are 
fully and for ever free from the Accuſation of others. 
80 free, that Sin ſhall not ſo much as be mentioned unto 
them; no, nor even remembered by the LORD their 
GOD any more. They are made holy, unblameable, 
and unreproyable in his Sight. And they ſhall be pre- 
ſented, at the great Day, without Spot, or Wrinkle, or 
any ſuch Thing. 

. Thus may we, and thus may our RI Wig be pre- 
ſented So ſhall we meet each other with Comfort at 
the awful Tribunal; with Joy amidſt the Angels of 
Light, and with everlaſting Tranſport around the Throne 
of the LAMB. To promote this bleſſed Event, 1s the 
ſole Aim of theſe Remonſtrances, and the unkeigned 
Pele of, Rey; Sr TOR Sc, ä 


LETTER XI. 


Liberty of Ri igbteouſneſs —Puritans — The Benefits Ho 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs —The Excellency of it—Perſeve- 
rance—Abraham' $- Gi endure Le divine Kenne 
The Glory of Peet. 2 fo 


Rev. „ f 


V laſt concluded with a Sketch of our Chriſtian 
+ Liberty, extracted from the Charter of the Goſpel. 
We have Liberty to uſe all the Creatures, and in a 
ſanctified Manner — to conſider ourſelves, as made per- 
fectly righteous, through the Obedience of CHRIS 
to receive this grand Prerogative, without performing 
any Conditions to look upon all our Sins, as totally 
and n done away, through che Blood of THS, 
B b 4 Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, you will aſk ; Where is your Liberty from 
the Power of Sin? Does not this come within the Ex. 
tent of your Charter? —Moft certainly. Tou injure 
our Doctrine, if you deny it. We are undone irre- 
parably, if we continue deſolate of it. Every other 
Immunity, without this crowning Privilege, would be 
like the magnificent Palace and the beautiful Gardens 
of Pharaoh ; while ſwarms of Locuſts filled them, with 
their loathed Intruſion. 

But obſerve, Sir; Freedom from the Dominion of 

Sin, is the Reſult of all the preceding Bleſſings. By 
' revealing theſe in our Hearts, and CHRIST the Author 
of them, the HOLY SPIRIT acts as the SPIRIT 
of Liberty. Tou are a Philoſopher. You underſtand 


the Theory of Light. From the Aſſociation of various 


Rays, or the Mixture of many Parent-Colonrs, ſprings 
that firſt of Elements, and beſt of material Gifts, Ligbi. 
So, from the Union, and united Enjoyment of all thoſe 
heavenly Treaſures, ſprings that moſt defirable Liberty, 
the Liberty of Righteouſneſs. —T his is that Truth, which 
tmakes us free. This is that Knowledge, by which we 
are renewed after the Image of HIM, that created us. 
And theſe are the exceeding precious Promiſes, by 
which we are Partakers of the divine Nature. Hence 
we are taught to love the LORD our GOD, and to 
delight in his adorable Perfections. By this Means, 
they look with a ſmiling Aſpect upon us, and are un- 
2 amiable to us. Under ſuch Views, we ſay of 
we ſay of all our evil and corrupt Affections; Do 
wot I hate them, O LORD, that hate Thee ? And am [ 
not grieved with thoſe, that riſe up againſt Thee ? I bat 


Our SAVIOUR's Obedience. This Phraſe diſ- 

Mr. Weſley. Therefore he cries; „O fay with 

+ the good old Puritans, our SAVIOUR's Deal and 

. | ſpeaks with St. Paul, by the Obe. 

ſpeaks . St. Peter; * in = 
hteou 
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Righteouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR. —He ſpeaks 
with the Prophets Jaiab and Jeremiah ; In the LORD 


 bave I Righteouſneſs; and FEHOVAH is our Righteouſ- 


neſs Having theſe Precedents, he need not be very 
ſolicitous, who elſe is for him, or who is againſt him. 
Though not very ſolicitous about this Matter, he is 


 fomewhat furpriſed at your vehement Addreſs ; that 


you ſhould exhort him ſo earneſtly to * ſpeak with the 
« good old Puritans.” Has not your Printer committed 
a Miſtake? Did not the Clauſe ftand thus in your Ma- 


nuſcript? * With my good Friends the Arminians. | 


They indeed diſapprove this Expreſſion. Becauſe it is, 
when rightly underſtood, a Dagger in the Heart of 
their Cauſe, —But as to the Puritans, they are, one and 
all, on the contrary Side. Their Language is a per- 
fet Union with Aſpaſto'ss They glory in the meri- 
torious Obedience of their great MEDIATOR. They 
extol his imputed Righteouſneſs in almoft every Page; 
and pour Contempt upon all other Works, compared 
with their LORD's.— What will not an Author affirm, 
who ventures to affirm or inſinuate that the Puritan 
Writers diſuſe this Manner of ſpeaking? For my Part, 
I know not any Set of Writers in the World, fo emi- 
nently remarkable, for this very Doctrine, and this very 
Diction. I ſaid, in a former Letter, we would enquire 
into this Particular. But the Enquiry is quite unne- 
ceſſary. It would be like Uriel's ſearching for the Sun, 
while he ſtands in its Orb, and is ſurrounded with its 
Luſtre. | . | 
«© We fwarm with Antinomians.” — And we muſt 
ſwarm with Perſons, whoſe Hearts are Enmity againſt 
the Law of GOD, ſo long as your Tenets find Accept. 
ce. Who can delight in a Law, which neither has 
been, nor can be fulfilled by them? Which bears Wit- 
neſs againſt them, and is the Miniſtration of Death unto 
them? Teſtifying, like the Hand-Writing on Belſhaz- 
zar's Wall, Thou art toeighed in the Balances, and found 
a wanting: 


— 
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wanting :— Whereas, when we ſee it fully fatisfied on 
our Behalf, by our SURETY's Obedience; no longer 
denouncing a Curſe, but pronouncing us bleſſed; not 
purſuing us, like the Avenger of Blood, but opening a 
City of Refuge, for the Safety of our Souls ; we ſhall 
then be reconciled to its Conſtitution and Deſign, We 
ſhall then take Pleaſure in its Precepts and Prohibitions. 
We ſhall fay with the Pſalmiſt; LORD, what Lov 
have I unto thy Law! All the Day loug is my Study in it. 

My Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy Righteouſneſs and thy 
Faldation—“ Thy Mercy which brings my Salvation,“ 
fays Mr. Weſiev, in Oppoſition to the Senſe, aſſigned 
by Aſpaſio. Which Senſe has been vindicated already. 
I ſhall therefore not renew my Arguments, but only 
expreſs my Wonder. 


As Mr. Weſley is a Miniſter of the Goſpel, I wonder, 


that be ſhould ſtudiouſly ſet aſide, what is the Pecu- 
Harity and Glory of the evangelical Revelation. Mercy 


« which brings Salvation,” is what an unenlightened 


Few might have preached ; nay, what a more ignorant 


Heathen might have taught. But Salvation through a 


divine Ri ghteouſneſs, as the adequate and meritorious 


Cauſe thereof, is the diſtinguiſhing Doctrine and the 
ſovereign Excellency of the Goſpel. 
A «sãs Mr. Weſley is a Sinner, I wonder, he ſhoutd chuſe 
to weaken the Foundation of his own and our Hope. 
Why Mercy alone? Is it not better to put our Truſt in 
Mercy, erecting its Throne on a Propitiation, and 
thence holding forth the golden Sceptre! ? By the Obe- 
dience of IMMANUEL, the Law is fatisfied, as to its 
Penalty; is fulfilled, as to its Precept; and is in every 
Reſpect, unſpeakably magnified. This ſhews us the 
ine xhauſtible Fountain of Mercy, unſealed; and every 
Obſtruction to its free and copious Flow, removed. 
As Mr. Weſley is zealous for the Honour of GOD, 
I wonder he ſhould not prefer that Method of Salvation, 


by which every divine Attribute is moſt abundantly glo- 
rified. 
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Ged. This is not done, by expecting Pardon and Ac- 
ceptance from Mercy alone; but by expecting and re- 
ceiving them, through our REDEEMER's Righteouſ- 
neſs and Blood. Then we have a Diſplay, not only of 
infinite Love, but of inflexible Juſtice, and incompre- 
henſible Wiſdom. Here, they mingle their Beams, 
and ſhine forth with united and eternal Splendour. 

Conſidering Theſe Things, I am ſtill inclined to em- 
We Aſpaſio's Interpretation of this, and ſuch-like Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture. Wherein Salvation is aſcribed to 

| divine Mercy, exerciſed through the Obedience and 

Death of CHRIST. Which gives as great a Height- 

ening to the Bleſſing, as the Atmoſphere gives to the 

Rays of Light, or as the Light itſelf imparts to the 

AR of Creation. 

Thoſe divine Treaſures, which ſpring from the Im- 
5 putation of CHRIST"s Righteouſneſs. © Not a Word | 
« of his atoning Blood.” I wiſh, you would turn back | 
| to Aſpaſio's Definition of this Phraſe, as it is laid down 
. at the Beginning of the Conference; to be the Ground- 
) 

; 


Work of all the Dialogues, and of all the Letters. 
You will then perceive, that there is not a Word of this 
Kind, but CHRIST's atoning Blood is concluded in it. 
Without this, his Righteouſneſs had not been perfect. 
Without this, his Righteouſneſs could not be imputed. ö 
Some People have a treacherous Memory, and really ; 
a forget Things. Others have a perverſe Mind, and re- ' 
} ſolve not to regard them. Which of theſe is Mr. 
: Weſley's Caſe, I preſume not to ſay ; let his own Con- 
N ſcience determine. | ; 
7 'Tis true, we © love to ſpeak of the Righteouſneſs 
. « of CHRIST.” Yet not becauſe * it affords a fairer 
V * Excuſe for our own Unrighteouſneſs.” For indeed it ; 
affords no Excuſe at all. On the contrary, it renders 
| Unrighteouſneſs quite inexcuſable. Becauſe it yields 
new and nobler Motives to all holy Obedience. But ö 
a we loye to yum of the en of CHRIST, be- .. 
E cauſe | 
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cauſe it is the moſt comprehenſive Expreſſion, and the 
gaandeſt Theme in the World. —The moſt compreben- 
frve Expreſſion ; as it denotes all that he has done and 
ſuffered, both his meritorious Life, and his atonino 
Blood.—The grandeſt Theme. Conſider all thoſe Bleſs. 
ings, which have been vouchſafed to GOD's People, 
before our SAVIOUR appeared on Earth; add all the 
Bleſſings, which will be vouchſafed, until the Conſum- 
mation of all Things: Conſider all that Good, which 
is compriſed in a Deliverance from the nethermoſt Hell, 
together with all that Bliſs, which is contained in the 
Pleaſures and Glories of the heavenly State. All theſe 
to be enjoyed, through a boundleſs Eternity; and by 
Multitudes of redeemed Sinners, numberleſs as the Sands 
upon the Sea-Shore. Then aſk; What is the procur- 
ing Cauſe of all? Whence do theſe ineſtimable Bene- 
fits proceed? From the Righteouſneſs, the ſole Righte- 
ouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST.—Is it not then worthy to 
be uppermoſt in our Thoughts, and foremoſt on our 
Tongues? Might not the very Stones cry out, and re- 
proach our Inſenſibility, if we did not love to talk of 
this divinely precious Righteouſneſs? 

Faith is a Perſuaſion, that CHRIST has ſhed his 
Blood for me, and fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in my Stead, 
« J can by no Means ſubſcribe to this Definition.“ — 
You might very ſafely ſubſcribe to this Definition, if 
you would ſuffer St. Peter to ſpeak his genuine Senti- 
ments. Deſcribing the Faith of the primitive Chriſ- 

tians, he calls it Iigw & dcawrum, Faith in the Righte- 
ouſmeſs. He ſays nothing of the atoning Blood. But 
does he therefore exclude it? He ſpeaks of nothing but 
the juſtifying Righteouſneſs. And will you totally diſ- 
card it? It is the central Point in his Faith, and ſhall it 
have no Plate in yours?—Righteouſneſs, he aſſures us, 
was the Object of the Believer's Faith, even the Righ- f 
teobſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST. il 1 
But how could this be the Object of their Faith, 1 f | 
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was not fulfilled in their Stead? Or how could they 
truly believe in this Righteouſneſs, if they did not re- 
gard it, as performed for them, and imputed to them? 

« There are Hundreds, yea Thouſands of true Be- 


1 levers, who never once thought, one Way or the 


« other, of CHRIST's fulfilling all Righteouſneſs in 
« their Stead.” —Then their Faith is like the Sight of 
the Perſon, who ſaw Men as Trees walking. He ſaw 
them indeed, but very dimly, indiſtinctly, confuſedly. 
And tis pity, but they were more thoroughly inſtructed 
unto the Kingdom of GOD.—Not one of thoſe Thou- 


fands, provided he fixes his Hope wholly upon the 


Merits of CHRIST, would reject this delightful Truth, 
if it was offered, with ſcriptural Evidence, to his Un- 
derſtanding. Reje& it! No ſurely. He would joyfully 
embrace it, if offered, with that ſingle, but undeniable 
Evidence; CHRIST was made Sin for us, though He 


knew no Sin, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs 


of GOD in Him. | ; | 

« You. perſonally know many, who to this Hour 
« have no Idea of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs.” —Surely 
then it behoves you, as a Lover of Souls, and as an 
Ambaſſador of CARIST, to teach them the Way of 
GOD more perfectly . So doing, you will be em- 
ployed much more fuitably to your Function, and much 
more profitably to your Brethren, than in your preſent 
Attempt. By which, you would weaken the Hands, 
and defeat the Deſigns of thoſe, who endeavonr to ſpread 
abroad the Savour of this Knowledge, in every Place. 
And who, notwithſtanding all that you perſonally know, 
muſt unalterably perſiſt in their Method. Which is, to 
regulate their Definition of Faith, not by the State of 
your ſuppoſed Believers, but by the expreſs Declara- 


Ir. Vel cannot fay ; What! Teach a Doctrine, which I dit. 


approve? Since he himſelf has allowed it; has approved it; has ſet 
bus Seal to it; again and again, in the Courſe of tneſe his Remarks. 
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tion of the unerring Word. And from this, they have 
Authority to maintain, that Faith in the imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST, is a fundamental Principle to every 


Believer, who underſtands upon what Foundation he is 


faved. 

Theſe your Acquaintance, though they have no Idea 
of CHRIST's s Righteouſneſs, yet © have each of them a 
« divine Evidence and Conviction, CHRIST loved me, 


ce and gave Himſelf fer me.” In this Caſe, don't you take 


rather too much upon you? Have you then the apoſto- 
lical Gift of diſcerning Spirits? If not, it will be impoſ- 
| fible for you to know the Man, excluſive of yourſelf, 


who is certainly poſſeſſed of this divine Evidence. You | 


may form a charitable Judgment or a prevailing Hope. 

Which ſeems to be the utmoſt you can warrantably claim 
with regard to others. And while you entertain this 
Hope, we ſhall allow it to indicate the Benevolence of 
your Heart; but cannot admit it, as a Proof of your 
Point: That People may be full of Faith and Love, yet 
have no Idea of CHRIST 's Righteouſneſs —We would 
alſo caution you to take Heed, left, through an immode- 
rate Fondneſs for increaſing the Number of your Con- 
verts, you are led to deceive yourſelf and others; regiſ- 
tering thoſe as real Believers, whom the LORD hath 
not regiſtered. By this Means, you may be confirmed 
in your Unſcriptural Notion, that the Righteous fall 
away, and the Faithful apoſtatize. Whereas, they who 
fall away, were righteous only in Appearance, and they 
who apoſtatize, were no otherwiſe than profeſſionally 
faithful, What you ſee * from the Sky, is not a 
Star, but a Meteor only. 

Faith is the Hand which receives all that is laid up in 
CHRIST —Afpafſio expreſſes himſelf thus; CHRIST is a 
Store-Houſe of all Good. Whatever is neceſlary to 
remove our Guilt, whatever is expedient for renewing 
our Nature, whatever is Proper to tic us for the eternal 
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Fruition of GOD, all this is laid up in CHRIST. And 
all this is received by Faith, for our Application, Uſe, 
and Enjoyment.— To this Mr. J/zſ/tey ſubjoins a Word 
of Objection; but not in due Seaſon. Apaſio is dil- 
playing the Efficacy of Faith; Mr. Ye/ey's Argument 
is levelled againſt the Indefectibility of Faith. How- 
ever, as it is your favourite Objection, it ſhall not be 
treated as an Intruder. If we make Shipwreck of the 
« Faith, how much ſoever is laid up in CHRIST, from 
« that Hour we receive nothing.” 

Have you never heard of the Anſwer,” which the 
Spartan States returned, to an inſolent and barbarous 


Embaſly, from Philip of Macedon? You may read it, in 


the Book you are cenſuring; and may receive it as a 
Reply to this, and your other Surmiſes of this Nature. 
It was all compriſed in that ſingle Monoſyllable IF.— 
A mere Profeſſor may make Shipwreck of the Doctrine 


of Faith; a true Believer does not make Shipwreck of 


the Grace of Faith. No, nor ever will, unleſs CHRIST”s 
Interceſſion be made of none Effect, I have Prqqed, that 
ſuch Faith fail not. | 

288. Anſwered already, in ber 285. 


t 


Apaſio, deſcribing the dreadful Nature of the bon ; 


mand, given to Abraham, ſays; Thy Hands muſt lift the 
deadly Weapon; thy Hands muſt point it fo the be- 


loved Breaſt; thy own Hands muſt urge its Way, 
through the guſhing Veins and tlie ſhivering F leſh, till it 


be plunged in the throbbing Heart. —< Are not theſe 
« Deſcriptions far too ſtrong?” This 1s ſubmitted to 


the Judgment of the Reader. I would only obſerve, | 


that the more ſtrongly the Horrors of the tremendous 


Deed are repreſented, the more ſtriking will the Diffi- 


culty .of the Duty appear. Conſequently, the more 
cficacious and triumphant the Power of Faith. —< May 
not theſe Deſcriptions occaſion unprofitable Reaſon- 

2: ings f CO Readers?” What unprofitable Rea- 
ſonings 
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ſonings may be occaſioned, I do not pretend to gue, 
Zut the juſt and natural Reflection, ariſing from the 


Conſideration of ſuch a Circumſtance, is; What has 


44 Faith wrought! It purifies and exalts the Affections. 
et It invigorates and ennobles the Soul. Makes it bold 
do undertake, and ſtrong to execute, every great and 
« heroic Work. I ſee, therefore, it is not in vain, that 
« the Scripture ſo frequently inculcates Faith; lays fo 
tc remarkable a Streſs upon Faith; and places it in the 
« very Front of all Chriſtian Duties. This is the Vic- 
| tory that overcometh the World, overcometh Self, over- 
cometh all Things. 

How could he (Abraham) juſtify it to the World? 
« Not at all,” True; not to the unbelieving World. 
They will argue, as Mr. ey on another Occaſion, 
« What! Stab his Son, his beſt-beloved, his only Son 
to the Heart? Could the GOD of Goodneſs command 
ſuch a Piece of Barbarity? Impoſſible! I could ſooner 


be a Deiſt, yea an Atheiſt, than I could believe this. It 


is lefs abſurd to deny the very Being of a GOD, than to 
make Him an almighty Tyrant.” —But to the Believing 


World, who fear the LORD, and hearken to the Voice 


of his Servants, Abrabam's Conduct will never ſtand in 
Nerd of a Vindication. By them it will be highly ex- 
tolled, and greatly admired. It will be an undeniable 
Demonſtration of the Reality and Sincerity of his Faith; 
of its very ſuperior Elevation, and invincible Strength 
You take the direct and certain Way to obtain ſub- 
ſtantial Comfort. The Righteouſneſs of our LORD 
FESUS CHRIST, after which you enquire, about which 
you are ſolicitous, is a never-failing Source of Conſo- 
lation. Thus Aſpaſio writes to Theron — «© What! 
ce Without the Atonement?” cries Mr. Veſey. To 
which he adds, in a following Paragraph; < So the Death 


« of CHRIST is not ſo much as named.” This puts me 


in Mind of an Objection, no very formidable one, _ 
5 ag 
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againſt that introductory Exhortation to the Common 
Prayer, Dearly beloved Bretbren. So then, ſaid a can- 
did Examiner, Women have no Part in your Worſhip. 
They are not ſo much as named. But I forbear. If 
you are not aſhamed of repeating, I am aſhamed of 
refuting, fo frequently refuting ſuch an empty Cavil. 
And, I believe, the Reader is tired with us both. 

306. I have no great Objection to your Alteration 


of Aſpaſio's Comment. Suppoſe, we compromiſe Mat- 


ters, and conſider the Oil, poured on Aaron's Head, and 
emptying itſelf from Zechariab's Olive-Tree, as typical 
both of the Merits and the SPIRIT of CHRIST. Which, 
like Light and Heat in the Sun, are indiffolubly con- 
nected. Or, to make uſe of a ſacred Illuſtration, are like 
the living Creatures and the Wheels in Ezekzel's Viſion, 
When the living Creatures went, the Wheels went by them. 
When the living Creatures were lift up from the Earth, the 
Wheels were lift up. Whitherſoever the former were to 
go, the latter went alſo.—For the Sake of obliging Mr. 
Weſley, I call this a Compromiſe. But if he can prevail 
on himſelf to read the Paraphraſe on the two Paſſages, 
without Prepoſſeſſion, he will find this Aſſociation of 
Senſes anticipated by Aſpafto. 

Has the Law any Demand, ſays Apaſio? It muſt go 
to CHRIST for Satisfaction. From which you draw 


this injurious Conſequence, © Then I am not obliged to 


« love my Neighbour. CHRIST has ſatisfied the 


Demand of the Law for me.” This Objection has 


already received an Anſwer, 

I ſhall therefore content myſelf with ſhewing, whyl 
call your Concluſion injurious. Becauſe, like the deaf 
Adder, it ſtoppeth the Ear, againſt my own Explication 
of my own Phraſe. A Note is added, on purpoſe to 
limit its Senſe, and obviate your Mifrepreſentation. This 
you totally diſregard, and argue as if no ſuch Precaution 
was uſed. —The Note informs you, that the Law the 
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commanding Law is ſatisfied with nothing leſs than per- 
fect Obedience, and the broken Law inſiſts upon con- 
dign Puniſhment, Now if it muſt not, for Satisfaction 
to both theſe Demands, go to CHRIST our divine Huſ- 
band; where will it obtain any ſuch Thing? Who is 
able to give it, among all the Children of Adam? 
However, leſt we offend, needleſsly offend any Reader; 
I promiſe, that in caſe the Providence of GOD and the 
Favour of the Public call for a new Edition, Afpa/to ſhall 
alter his Language. Thus the Paragraph ſhall ſtand; 
« Does the Law demand perfect Purity of Nature, and 
cc perfect Obedience of Life? It muſt go to HIM for 
ce Satisfaction. Do we want Grace, and Glory, and 


* every good Gift? We may look to HIM for a Supply. 


« To HIM, in whom it hath pleaſed the FATHER, that 
ce all Fulneſs ſhould dwell.” 

For all his People—With this Phraſe Mr. Weſley Is 
chagrined. This he will not ſuffer to paſs without Ani- 
madverſion. Though he muſt know, if Prejudice has 
not blinded his Underſtanding, that it is pure Scripture. 

Why does he not ſhew the ſame Diſſatisfaction, with the 
Angel that appeared unto Fo/eph, and with Zechariah the 
Baptiſt's Father? The former of whom ſays; He ſhall 
ſave his People from their Sins. The latter declares; He 
ſhall give Knowledge of Salvation unto his People, by 
the Remiſſion of their Sins. Why does he not put the 
ſame Queſtion unto them, and draw the ſame Inference 
upon them? But what becomes of all other People? — 
Sometimes Mr. Waſtey is ſo attached to the Scriptures, 
that nothing will pleaſe him, but ſcriptural Expreſſions, 
Here he is ſo wedded to ſelf-Opinion, that even ſcrip- 
tural Expreſſions will not paſs current, when they ſeem 
to thwart his own Notions. 

For all his People From this Expreſſion, though 
uſed by a Prophet, authoriſed by an Angel, and to be 


found in many Places of Scripture, Mr. g 1 deduces 
ſome 
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ſome very offenſive and dreadful Conſequences. So 
dreadful, that he © would ſooner be a Turk, a Deiſt, yea 
« an Atheiſt, than he could believe them.” My dear 
Sir, let me give you a Word of friendly Advice, before 
you turn Turk, or Deiſt, or Atheiſt—See, that you firſt 
become an honeſt Man. They will all diſown you, if 
you go over to their Party, deſtitute of common Ho- 
neſty. 

ER I hear you ſaying, with ſome Emotions; 
What do you mean by this Advice? Or what Relation 
has this to the Subject of our preſent Enquiry? A pretty 
near Relation. Out of Zeal to demoliſh the Doctrine of 
Election, you ſcruple not to overleap the Bounds of Inte- 
grity and Truth. - Myſterious ſtill! I know not what 
you aim at.— Then be pleaſed to review a Paſſage, in 
your Book on Original Sin; where you have thought 
proper to make a Quotation from my Dialogues. It 
relates to that great Doctrine of the Goſpel, CHRIST 
becoming the Repreſentative and fœderal Head of 
Sinners. Upon this Occaſion Aſpaſio ſays; © As Adam 
« was a public Perſon, and acted in the Stead of all 
“ Mankind; ſo CHRIST was a public Perſon, and 
« acted in Behalf of all his People. As Adam was the 
« firſt general Repreſentative of his Kind, CHRIST was 
ee the ſecond and laſt.” Here, you ſubſtitute the Word 
Mankind, inſtead of this Kind; and thereby lead the 
Reader to ſuppoſe, that Aſpaſio conſiders our glorious 
Repreſentative, as ſtanding in this Capacity to the whole 
human Race; than which nothing can be more injurious 
to the Senſe of his Words. 

I at firſt thought it might poſſibly be the Effect of 
Inadvertency. But could a Perſon of Mr. Weſley's 
Diſcernment, allow himſelf to nod over a Paſſage, which 
he knew to be of a critical and controverted Import? 
Perhaps, it might be the Printer's Fault; an Error of 
the Preſs, I would willingly have admitted one of theſe 
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extenuating Circumſtances, till I came to the Bottom of 


the Page. Where, to my great Aſtoniſhment, I found 
the following Words, incloſed within the Marks of the 
fame Quotation, and aſcribed to Aſpaſio. “All theſe 
« Expreſſions demonſtrate, That Adam (as well as 
« CHRIST) was a Repreſentative of all Mankind.“ 
Then I could no longer forbear crying out; There i; 
Treachery, O Ahaziah! A falſe Quotation, not made 
only, but repeated, cannot be owing to Negligence, but 
muſt proceed from Deſign. And this, I ſhould think, 
can never be defended, no, nor with a good Grace ex- 
cuſed, by Mr. Weſtey's moſt devoted Admirers. A 
ſtudious Alteration of our Words, and an evident Per- 
verſion of their Meaning, are defenſible by no Argu- 
ments, are excuſable on no Occaſion. 

Quite inexcuſable this Practice. And is not your 
Language equally offenſive? Is not your Concluſion 
very precipitate? when you ſuppoſe Aſpaſio, though 
uſing the Words of Scripture, yet repreſenting GOD, as 
ce an almighty Tyrant?“ —Surely, you had better for- 
bear ſuch horrid and ſhocking Expreſſions. Eſpecially, 
as you cannot deny, that many Paſſages in Scripture, 
ſeem at leaſt to countenance this obnoxious Tenet. As 
you very well know, that many Perſons, eminent for 
their Learning and exemplary in their Lives, have writ- 
ten in Defence of it, and bled for the Confirmation of 
it. As we have Proofs more than a few, that you are 
far from being infallible. in your Judgment; yea, far 
from being invariable in your Opinion. Witneſs your 
former Notions of Matrimony: Witneſs the Character 
you formerly gave of the Moravian Brethren: And the 
Eſteem which you once had, for the Myſtics, and their 
Writings. — Conſidering. yourſelf, therefore, it would 
better become you to be diffident on fuch a Subject, 
and fay, „That which I know not, LORD teach thou 
« me.” And I imagine, it can never become you, on 
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k, moliſhed or eſtabliſhed, the grand Privilege, and the 
K invaluable Bleſſing, of Juſtification through the Righ- 
A teouſneſs of CHRIST, remains unſhaken, ſtands im- 


of WM any Subject whatever, to break out into ſuch Language, 9 
d 2s ought not to be named among Chriſtians : Ought (al 
ne to have no Place, but in the bottomleſs Pit.— This is il 
ſe an Admonition, which, while I ſuggeſt to you, Sir, I # 
as charge on myſelf, _ 4 
* The three following Paragraphs relate to a Doctrine, ] a | 
is which you are fond to attack, and which Aſpaſio ſtu- | 4 
de diouſly declines. It conſtitutes no Part of his Plan, 1 
ut It forms not ſo much as the Out-Works. Be it de- F 
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r- moveable.— In applying this to ourſelves, we proceed 
u- neither upon univerſal nor particular Redemption, but 

only upon the divine Grant, and the divine Invitation. 
ur We aſſure ourſelves of preſent and eternal Salvation, 


on through this perfect Righteouſneſs, not as Perſons elected, 
oh but as Perſons, «warranted by the Word of GOD; bound 
as by the Command of GOD; and /ed by the SPIRIT 
r- of GOD. Therefore, while you are encountering this 
y, Doctrine, I would be looking unto ESU; be viewing 
re, | the Glory of my LORD; contemplating HIS Per- 
As tection and my own Completeneſs in HIM. 

or If I divert for a Moment, from this delightful Ob- 
it- ject, it is only to touch upon one of your Remon- 
of W firances. You ſuppoſe, that, according to the Calvi- 
re mic Scheme, GOD denies what is neceſſary for pre- 
far WW {ent Comfort and final Acceptance, even to ſome who 
ur ſincerely ſeek it. This is contrary to Scripture, and no 
er leſs contrary to the Doctrine of your Opponents, 
he WW However, to confirm yourſelf in this Miſapprehenſion, 
elk you aſk, © Would you deny it to any, if it were in your 
d Power? —TFo ſhew the Error of ſuch a Sentiment, 
ct, and the Fallacy of ſuch Reaſoning, l * 2 men- 
ou Hor a recent melancholy Fact, | b 


C C 3 News 
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News is brought, that the Prince George Man of 
War, Admiral Broderick's own Ship, is burnt, and 
ſunk, and above four hundred Souls, - that were on 
board, are periſhed. Six Hours, the Flames prevailed; 
while every Means was uſed, to preſerve the Ship and 
Crew; but all to no Purpoſe. In the mean Time, 
Shrieks and Groans, bitter Moanings, and piercing 
Cries, were heard from every Quarter. Raving, Deſpair, 
and even Madneſs preſented themſelves, in a Va: 
riety of Forms. Some ran to and fro diſtracted with 
Terror, not knowing what they did, or what they ſhould 
do. Others jumped over-board, from all Parts; and, 
to avoid the Purſuit of one Death, leaped into the Jaws of 
another. Thoſe unhappy Wretches, who could not 
ſwim, were obliged to remain upon the Wreck, though 
Flakes of Fire fell on their Bodies. Soon the Maſts 
went away, and killed Numbers. Thoſe, who were not 
killed, thought themſelves happy, to get upon the float- 
ing Timber, Nor yet were they ſafe ; for, the Fire 
having communicated itſelf to the Guns, which were 
loaded and ſhotted, they ſwept Multitudes from this 
their laſt Refuge.—What ſay you, Sir, to this diſmal 
Narrative? Does not your Heart bleed? Would you 
have ſtood by, and denied your Succour, if it had 


been in your Power to help? Would not you have 


done your utmoſt, to. prevent the fatal Cataſtrophe? 
Yet the LORD faw this extreme Diſtreſs. He heard 
their piteous Moans. He was able to ſave them, yet 
withdrew his Aſſiſtance. Now, becauſe you would 
gladly have ſuccoured them if you could, 'and GOD 
ALMIGHTY could, but would not ſend them Aid; 
will you therefore conclude, that you are above your 
LORD, and that your Loving-Kindneſs is greater than 
His? I will not offer to charge any ſuch Conſequence 
upon you. I am 3 you abhor the Thought. 
« The 
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« The Wedding Garment here means Holineſs.” — 
Thus ſaying, you depart from Bengelius, for whom you 
profeſs 10 kigh a Regard. Bengelius overlooks your 
Expoſition, and gives his Vote for Aſpaſio'ss FHec veſtis 
eft juſtitia CHRISTI. Awed by ſo venerable an Au- 
thority, you have not ventured to exclude this Senſe 
from your Comment. You have admitted it, into your 
expoſitory Notes, yet will not allow Afpa/io to admit it, 
into his Diſcourſe with Theron. Theſe are your Words; 
« The Wedding-Garment, that is, the Righteouſneſs 
« of CHRIST, firſt imputed, then implanted.” Which, 
by the Way, is not perfectly accurate, nor according 
to the Language of the Goſpel. The Goſpel diſtinguiſhes 
between the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, and our own 
Righteouſneſs. That which 1s imputed, goes under the 
former, that which is implanted, under the latter De- 
nomination. 

However, let us conſider the Circumſtances of the 
Caſe, and we ſhall find, that our common Favourite 
Beygelius has Probability and Reaſon on his Side. The 
Gueſts mentioned in this Parable, conſiſted of poor 
Outcaſts, collected from the Highways and Hedges. 
Now we cannot ſuppoſe, that People in ſuch a Con- 
dition, and coming at a Minute's Warning, ſheuld be 
able to furniſh themſelves with a Dreſs of their own, 
ſuitable to the grand Occaſion. Here then perſonal 
Holineſs is put out of the Queſtion. —But we mult ſup- 
pole, (which is conformable' to the Eaſtern Cuſtoms) 
that the King had ordered his Servants, to accommo- 
date each Gueſt from the royal Wardrobe. That each 
might have this additional Token of his Sovereign's 
Favour, and all might be arrayed in a Manner, be- 
coming the magnificent Solemnity. This exactly cor- 
reſponds with the Nature of imputed Righteouſneſs, | 

Farther ; the Banquet you will' readily allow, is the 
Pardon of Sin, and Peace with GOD, the divine SPI- 

: Cc 4 RIT, 
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RIT, and eternal Life. From all which, uniting their 
happy Influence, true Holineſs ſprings. To ſay, that 
Holineſs is the Wedding-Garment, neceſſary for our 
Introduction to this Banquet, ſavours of Abſurdity; like 
ſaying Holineſs is neceſſary to Holineſs—it is abſolute 
Legality; for it makes the Performance of all Duties, 
the Way to the REDEEMER's Grace —it implies an 
Impoſſibility; ; the Sinner, that can exerciſe Holineſ,, 
before he receives CHRIST and his SPIRIT, is like 
the dead Man, who ariſes and walks, before he is reſtored 
wife, - - 

The grand End which GOD propoſes i in all his fa- 
vourable Diſpenſations to fallen Man, is to demonſtrate 


the Sovereignty of his Grace. © Not ſo.”—Do you 


mean, Aſpa/io has not ſpoken ſo? That you have miſ- 
repreſented his Senſe? Have clipped and disfigured his 
Coin? If this is your Meaning, you ſpeak an undoubted 
Truth, His Words are, © To demonſtrate the Sove- 
ge reignty, and advance the Glory of his Grace.” Why 
did you ſuppreſs the laſt Clauſe? Was you afraid it 
would ſupply the Deficiency, which you charge on 
- Aſpaſio, and expreſs the Idea of imparting Happineſs ? 
If ſo, your Fears are juſt enough. — Why did you not 
take into Conſideration thoſe Texts of Scripture, with 
which Aſpaſio confirms his Tenet? Ought you not to 
have overthrown thoſe Teſtimonies, before you deny 
his Doctrine? Otherwiſe, you oppoſe your own Au- 
thority, to the Deciſion of a Prophet and of an Apoſtle, 
« Not ſo, proceeds Mr. Weſley. To impart Hap- 
cc pineſs to his Creatures, is his grand End herein.” — 
7 he devout Prophet ſpeaks otherwiſe; I have created 
Him for my Glory. The wiſe Moraliſt ſpeaks other- 
wiſe; The LORD hath created all Things for Himſelf. 
The holy Apoſtle ſpeaks otherwiſe ; To the Pra iſe of 
the Glory of his Grace. From which, and from innu- 
merable N 1 of Scripture, from the Reaſon of 
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the Thing, and from the very Nature of the SU- 


PREME BEING, it appears, that the primary leading 
Aim, in all GOD's Works, and all GOD's Diſpen- 


ſations, is his own Glory. The Felicity of his Crea- 


tures, though not ſeparated from it, though evidently 


included in it, is ſtill ſubordinate to it. And ſurely it 


is very meet and right ſo to be, Can there be a nobler 


End, or more worthy of an infinitely wiſe Agent, than 


the Diſplay of thoſe ſublime Perfections, for which, and 


through which, and to which, are all Things? Could 
GOD make any other Being the principal End. of his 
acting, He would «ndeify himſelf, and give his Glory 
to another. Does any Creature imagine his own Hap- 
pineſs to be a higher End, than the divine Glory? He 
thereby uſurps the GODHEAD, making, as far as 
in him lies, JEHOVAH the Subject, and Himſelf the 
Sovereign. 

« Barely to demonſtrate his Sovereignty.” The 
Word barely is not uſed by Aſpaſio. But it gives another 
Specimen of Mr. Yeſley's Integrity in ſtating Truth, 
and doing Juſtice to his Opponents.—It is not ſaid, the 


 fole, but the grand End. Therefore, would any unpre- 


judiced Perſon conclude, there muſt be ſome other, 
though inferior Purpoſe ? No, ſays Mr. Weſley; hence 
I infer, that it was harely to demonſtrate his Sovereignty. 


Do you ſo? Then your Inference is of a Piece with the 


Quotation, that as valid, as this is faithful 

« Barely to demonſtrate his Sovereignty,” is a Prin- 
ciple of Action fit for the great Turk, not for the moſt 
high GOD. Such a fraudulent Quotation I have not 
often ſeen, no, not in the Critical Reviewers. To mark 


the Sentence with Commas, and thereby aſſign it to 


Afpaſio, is really a Maſter-piece, eſpecially, after you 
have thruſt in the Word Barely, and lopped off the Word 
Grace. You have treated the Paſſage worſe than Nabaſb 


King of Ammon, treated the Ambaſſadors of David. 
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They were aſhamed to ſhew their Faces, under ſuch 
Marks of Abuſe and Diſgrace. I am no leſs aſhamed 
of the Clauſe, as you have mangled and diſguiſed it. 
But reſtore it to its true ſtate; let it wear its native Aſ. 
pect; then ſee what is blameable, or what is offenſive 
in it. 

The grand End, which GOD propoſes, 1 in all his fa. 
5 85 Diſpenſations to fallen Man, is, to demonſtrate 
the Sovereignty, and advance the Glory of his Grace.— 


The Glory, that it may appear rich, unbounded, and 


infinitely ſurpaſſing, all we can wiſh or imagine. — The 
Sovereignty, that it may appear free, undeſerved, and 
abſolutely independent on any Goodneſs in the Crea- 
ture. That Sinners may receive it, without waiting for 
any amiable Qualities, or performing any recommending 
Conditions. — That, when received, it may ſtop the 
Mouth of boaſting ; may cut off all Pretenſions of per- 
ſonal Merit; and teach every Tongue to ſay, Not unto 
us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy Name, be the 
Praiſe. 

And ſhould we not greatly rejoice in this Method of 
the divine Procedure? That the LORD orders all 
Things relating to our Salvation, 70 the Praiſe of the 
Glory of his Grace? Can any Thing be more honour- 
able to our Nature, or more tranſporting to our Souls? 
Can any Thing ſo firmly eſtabliſh, or ſo highly exalt 
our -Hopes? Angels, Principalities, and Powers; all 
intellectual Creatures, in all Ages, and all Worlds; are 
to look unto vs, unto us Men they are to look, or the 
moſt conſummate Diſplay of GOD's Grace. Our Ex- 
altation and Felicity are to be the Mirror, in which 
the wondering Cherubim and Seraphim will contemplate 
the ſuperabundant Goodneſs of JEHOVAH. How 

eat muſt that Honour and that Happineſs be, which 
are intended to exhibit the fulleſt, faireſt, brighteſt View 
of GOD's infinitely glorious Grace! How ſure muſt 
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that Honour and Happineſs be, which are ſo intimately 
connected with the Glory of the Omnipotent King! 
Which can no more fail of their Accompliſhment, than 
the amiable Attributes of the GOD - HEAD can be 
ſtripped of their Luſtre 1 | 

GOD is a boundleſs Ocean of Good. * Nay, that 
« Ocean is far from boundleſs, if it wholly paſſes by 
« nine Tenths of Mankind.” —What, if it had paſſed 
by all Mankind, as it certainly did all the Devils, would 
it have been the leſs boundleſs on that Account? I wiſh, 
methinks, you would ſtudy the Evil of Sin more, and 
not ſo frequently obtrude upon us a Subject, of which 
neither you nor I ſeem to he Maſters. Then we ſhould 
neither have hard Thoughts of God, nor high Thoughts 


of ourſelves. 


You cannot ſuppoſe, GOD would enter into a freſh 
Covenant with an inſolvent and attainted Creature *. 
Theſe are Afpaſio's. Words. To which Mr. Weſley re- 
plies, © I both ſuppoſe and know he did.” Satis cum 
imperio. Then be pleaſed, Sir, to ſhew us, where the 
Almighty entered into a Covenant with falkn Adam ; 
for of him we are ſpeaking. Produce the original 
Deed; at leaſt favour us with a Tranſcript. And we 
will take your Word, when it is backed with ſuch Au- 
thority. 

GOD made the new Covenant with CHR IST, and 
charged him with the Performance of the Conditions. 
« I deny both theſe Aſſertions. And what is your 
Reaſon for this Denial? Is it deduced from Scripture? 
Nothing like it. Is it founded on the Nature of Things? 
No Attempt is made towards| it. But you yourſelf af- 
firm, that theſe Aſſertions © are the central Point, 


« wherein Calviniſm and Antinomianiſm meet.” Or, in 


other Words, they tend to eſtabliſh, what you diſlike; 
and to overthrow, what you have taught. This is all 


* Infolvent and attainted Creature, Mr. 77 Wo has 9 into 
« 2 Rebel.” 75 
the 
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the Cauſe, which you aſſign for your Denial. I cannot 
but wiſh, that, whenever I engage in Controverſy, my 
Adverſary may be furniſhed with ſuch Arguments. 

You deny the Aſſertions now, But don't you forget, 
what you allowed and maintained a little while ago? 
when you yourſelf, adopting a Paſſage from Theron and 
Apaſio, called CHRIST © a fœderal Head?” —Pray, 
what is a fœderal Head, but a Perſon with whom a 
Covenant is made, in Behalf of himſelf and others? 
Here your Judgment was according unto Truth. Fit, 
perfectly fit for ſuch an Office, is CHRIST; whoſe Life 
is all his own, who is able to merit, and mighty to ſave, 
But abſolutely unfit for it, utterly incapable of it, is 


fallen Man; whoſe Life is forfeited, whoſe moral Ability 


is loſt, and whoſe very Nature is Enmity againſt GOD. 
I have made a Covenant with my choſen.—< Namely, 
ce with David my Servant.” True; with David as in 


CHRIST, or rather as a Type of CHRIST. You can- 


not be ignorant, that CHRIST is called by this very 
Name. The LORD, ſpeaking by the Prophet Ezekiel, 
ſays, I will ſet up one Shepherd over them, and be ſhall feed 
them, even my Servant David. Was David beloved“? 
CHRIST was incomparably more ſo. Was David 
GOD's choſen one? CHRIST was ſo likewiſe, and in a 


far ſublimer Senſe, and for infinitely more momentous 


Purpoſes. — Was David GOD's Servant? So was 
FESUS CHRIST; and, by his Services, brought un- 


ſpeakably greater Honour to the LORD his GOD, 


than all Kings on Earth, and all the Princes of Heaven. 

Several Parts of this Pſalm, #y/ be applied to 
CHRIST, and if ſeveral of them muſt, the principal of 
them may and cugbi. 


He will waſh you in the Blood, which atones, and 


inveſt you with the Righteouſneſs, which juſtifies. 
« Why ſhould you thus put aſunder continually what 


* Beloved. This is the Meaning vr David's Name. 


« GOD 
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« GOD has joined?” How difficult is it, to pleaſe Mr. 
IWeſley! When Afpafio ſpoke of CHRIST*s Righteouſ- 
neſs, without particularly mentioning his Blood, you ſaid 
it was better to mention them both together; it behoved 
us, never to name the former, without the latter. Yet 
here, when both are mentioned, and the particular Uſe 
of each is ſpecifiec, you complain of his putting aſunder 
what GOD has Joi d, d, which, in Truth, is no disjoining, 
but an Illuſtration and Amplification of the unſearchable 
Riches of CHRIST. : 

GOD himſelf, at the laſt Day, pronounces them righ- 
teous, becauſe they are intereſted in the Obedience of 
the REDEEMER. © Rather, becauſe they are waſhed 
« in his Blood, and renewed by his SPIRIT.” GOD. 


will juſtify them in the laſt Day, in the very ſame Way, 


whereby he juſtified them in this 'World; namely, be- 
cauſe they are intereſted in the Ob edience of the RE- 
DEEMER. As for their Renewal by the SPIRIT, 


though it will then be perfect, yet it ul be no Cauſe of 


their Acquittal, but the Privilege off thoſe who are ac- 
quitted.—A. Proof of this, at leaſt an Atteſtation of it, 


the World has received from your own Pen. © For 


ce neither our own inward nor outwa td Righteouſneſs is 
ce the Ground of our Juſtification. Holineſs of Heart 
« as well as Holineſs of Life, is not the Cauſe, but the 
ce Effect of it. The ſole Cauſe of ou. r Acceptance with 
e GOD, is the Righteouſneſs and D'eath of CHRIST, 


© who fulfilled GOD's Law, and dic :d in our Stead.” 


Excellent Sentiments! In theſe may I ever abide! To 
theſe may you alſo return! 
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2 The Numeral Letters refer to the Volume; iv * 


Figures to the Page. 


A 
ABRAHAM was juſtified by Faith, ii. 320. His Example and 
Conduct, iii. 310, 311. On his being tempted, zb. 312—316. 


On the Command to ſacrifice his Son, ib. 316, 317. His Obedience, 


16. 318. Travels for three Days, ib. 319. Builds an Altar, 76. 321. 
How his faith was made perfect by his Works, vii. 220. 
Acquaintance, religious, the great want of, vi. 322. 
Adam, a Type of Chriſt, iii, 331. -Was the federal Head, 11. 159. 


His Sin imputed to all Poſterity, 166. His Fall, and the Conſe- 


quences of it, 76. 410. Remarks on his Tranſgreſſion, v. 130. 
What was implied in it, 5. The Effects of this on all his Poſterity, 
#6.131. Was the Re Ce of Men, #6, 134. His Sin is im- 
puted, iv. 139. 

Adam, Mr. of Wiritringham, his Character, vi. 140. 

Addiſon, Mr. his Remark on Dreſs, i. 113. | 

Adrian, Pope VI, :t Sarcaſm on his Impiety, ii. 194. 

Advice to a Phyſiciem how to promote Chriſtianity, vi. 14, 

Aictions, the Bene fits of them, i. 239. The Nature of them, it. 
520. Of others contr: iſted with our own State, iii. 493—496. The 
Benefits of, v. 5. On ſanctified Afflictions, 7b. 167. They proceed 
from God, 25. 396. Are deſigned for — ib. 398. vi. 13. 
How to be improved, . 5. 32. 
African Deſerts, the Sufferings there, iii. 494. 


Air 


INDEX. 


Air is contaminated various Ways, i. 235. Its amazing Preſſure, 
ii. 137. Is the Habitation of Birds, 15. Its Uſe in the Animal 
Economy, ib. 138. Is the Vehicle of Sound and of Converſation, 
ib. 139. Its Force when confined, 16. 140 Its Uſes, ib. 144. 


Alexander, the Anecdote of him and the Philoſopher, iii. 380. 


The prophetic Deſcription of him, iv. 358. Takes Tyre, ib. 389. 


Alms, how they may be abuſed, iv. 31. To be given with Pru- 


dence, v. 375. 
' Altinguis, H. his Works recommended, ii. 273- 


Ambition, the Evils of it, ji. 206. 

Ambroſe, Mr. his Remark, iii. 469. 

Amen, the Meaning of it, iii. 537.” vi. 56. 

Amyntor, Anecdote of, iii. 31. 

Anecdote, remarkable, of two Sportſmen, i i. 243, 244. 

Angels, i. 175. Their Office, iii. 204, 205. They convey the 
Souls of the Righteous to Heaven, iv. 194. In what Capacity they 
are commanded to worſhip Chriſt, v. 114. Their Preſence and 
Miniſtration, i. 222. Were unable to redeem Man, 7b. 310. Con- 
template the everlaſting Goſpel, 26. 355. Fallen, a Conjecture con- 
cerning their Number, 11. 118. 

Animals, Remarks on them, iii. 354. Their Affection for their 
young ones, 16. 355. 

Animalcules, diſcovered in a Drop of Water, 1i. 220. Their 
extreme Minuteneſs, 1. 383. 

Anne, Queen, an Anecdote of, vi. 139. 

Anſon, Lord, in the Narrative of his HE round the wes 
there 1s no Mention of Providence, 11. 194. 

Antinomianiſm, Remarks on, vii. 294. 

Ants, the Republic of, ii. 512. 

Appelles, Anecdote of him, 11. 444- 

Apoſtles gloried in ſuffering, iii. 297. 

Apparitions, Remarks on that which appeared to Eliphaz, i. 251. 

Apprentice, Advice to one, particularly in his Behaviour to his 
Maſter, v. 136. | 

Appropriation, on the Uſe of the Term, iu. 435. 

Arbour, a Poem, the Character of, vi. 406. 

Arbour, elegant Deſcription of, 11. 148. 

Armenian Princeſs, the Anecdote of, iii. 295. 

Arms, their Conſtruction and Uſe, ii. 448. 

Armſtrong, Dr. his Poem on Health quoted and approved, ut. 2647 

Articles, I Remarks on various Paſſages in them, v. 62. 
70. 72. 

Arteries, their Form and Uſe, ii. 454. Kinds, i ii. 279. 

Arum, an Account of, ii. 56. 

Hatic, Queen, and her three Sons, the Story of, ii. 129. 
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Aae, his Character, ii. 1, 2. His Judgment concerning thoſe 
who may differ from him, ib. 48. His Taſte for the Claſſics, 25. 440. 
An Account of his Doubts and Difficulties, iii. 119. How imputed 
Righteouſneſs was recommended to his Affections, 156. 120. The 
Excellency of his Converſation, 76. 123. On the different Subjects 
which engaged the Attention of him and his Friend, 76. 124, 125, 

Axe, great Remarks on, v. 11. 

Aſfciation againſt Vice and Infidelity, vi. 273. 

Aſſurance, Remarks on it, iii. 433. The Nature of, iii. 45 3. The 
Benefits reſulting from it, 15. 457. The Want of it, whence cauſed, 
16. 483. Remarks on, v. 221. 252. 358. 

Aſtrology, Judicial, the Folly of, i. 296. 

Athanafian Creed, Remarks on it, v. 59. 

Atheiſts, Remarks on, vi. 270. 

Atonement, the Nature of it explained, ii. 79. A Covering, ib. do. 
What is included in the Idea of, zb. 82. 

Attendance on public Worſhip enforced, v. 157. 

Attraction, Remarks on, i. 376. Its various Uſes, ib. 379. The 
Nature of, 16. 380. 

Auguſtine, a Method of his Improvement, i. 165. Abe Remark 
of his, 76. 375. His Wiſh for three Things, iii. 181. A Remark of 
his, 1. 263, His Remark on Cicero's Writings, i it. 440. 

Auguſtus, his Reflection on the Women carrying Apes, ii. 508. 

Authors, the Faults into which ſome fall, iii. 304. 

Autumn, Remarks on, 1. 397. 


1 B 

Babylon, Remarks on the Capture of it by Cyrus, ii. 202. Its 
brazen Gates were left open, 16. 203. Reflections on its fallen State, 
76. 391. Its great Strength, ib. 392. Its Gates, ib. 393. Its hang- 
ing Gardens and Aemple, i6. 394, 395. Prophecies concerning it, #6. 
398, 399- 

Bates, Dr. his Character and Writings, vi. 103. 

Battle, a Deſcription of, iii. 5 16, 517. 

Beans, the Richneſs of their Fragrance, i. 294. 


Beart, Mr. J. his Vindication of the eternal Law and everlaſting 


Goſpel recommended, ii. 330. 

Beauty, Reflections on it, i. 56. 

Bees, their Induſtry, i. 167. i. 190. An Account of them. iii. 362. 

Beggars, Remarks on them, iii. 512. 

Believers are influenced by Gratitude, ii. 182. Are vile in their 
own Eyes, ib. 236, 237. Are Partakers of Chriſt's Righteouſnek, 
ib. 370. Are compared to Horſes, jii. 71. Their Confidence in the 
Day of Judgment, 16. go. Are juſtified freely, ib. 95. Are Hein 
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INDEX. 


of God, ib. 286. Are united with Chrift, 18. 230. This variouſly 
illuſtrated, 25. 331. The Conſequence and Joy of this Union, ibs 
335. 338. He ought to be the Believer's grand Object, ib. 339. Be- 
lievers are compared to Ivy, 16. 524. Are to fly to the righteous one, 
ib. 526. Their Privileges, ib. 535. Have no Confidence in the 
Fleſh, 76. 536. Their only Refuge, 25. 537. In what Light they 
behold Afflictions, 16. 5 39. Are the Branches of the true Vine, ib. 541, 
Bengelius quoted, iii. 98, His Criticiſms recommended, 11. 379. 
Bentley, Dr. his Character, a Quotation from his Sermon, i. 387. 
Remarks on his Animadverſions on Authors, v. 102. | 
Beveridge, Bp. his Opinion on his own Righteouſnels, iii. 49. 
Bible, how preferred by Eraſmus and Locke, i. 106. Its ſuperior 


Excellencies, v. 57. vi. 396. 76. 107. ii. 28. Deſerves the beſt Atten- 


tion of Man, iii. 33. The Writers of it were Men of the moſt unde- 
ſigning Sincerity, iv. 395. The Facts it mentions were publicly 
celebrated, 76. 396. Its Conſiſtency, 76. Is altogether excellent, 
ib. 397. Is compared to Milk, 16. Is ſingular, ib. 398. Throws 
Light on the claſſic Authors, 16. 398. Contains the grandeſt and 
moſt uſeful Subjects, 75. 399. With what Temper it ought to be read, 
ib. 401. 404. Diſcovers the Hand of Providence in all Events, 6. 
402. Its Perfections, ib. 403. vi. 329. The Reading of it ſtrongly 
recommended, 6. Its Superiority to every other Book, v. 148. vi. 
137. It ought to be read more, 1b. 217. The Difficulty of properly 
commenting on it, 15. 367. It can ſupply all our Wants, vi. 396. 

Birds, Remarks on them, i. 89. iii. 354. Their Skill and Caution 
in building their Neſt, 2b. 355, 356. | 

Blood, its Circulation, ii. 468. The extreme Minuteneſs of its Glo- 
bules, 16. 471. Of Sprinkling, the Means of Safety, iv. 40. 

Blue and Green, the prevailing Colours in Nature, iii. 347. 

Body of Man, how wonderfully preſerved, ii. 152. Its moſt admir- 
able Structure, zb. 443—471. Its Unity, 13. 472. Its Motions 
ſpontaneous or involuntary, 16. 485. Euripides, his Remark on the 
Body, 25. 487. The Wonders of it, 16. 488. 

Bochart, his Idea of Propitiation, ii. 69. ; 

Bolingbroke, Lord, Remarks on his Letters on the Study and Uſe of 
Hiſtory, iv. 355. He prefers Tacitus to the Scriptures, 15. 360. 
His Objections to the hiſtorical Scriptures, ib. 362. Additional 
Remarks on the Letter to him, v. 339—350. | | 

Books recommended by Mr. Hervey.—Alſop's Anti Sozzo, vi. 45. 
Animadverſiones Irenicæ et Economia fœderum, by Witſius, iii. 92. 


v. 230. 362. vii. 7. Aſſurance of Faith, by Mr. Erſkine, iti. 477. 


Baker on the Microſcope, vii. 95. Battle of the Sexes, vi. 34. 
Burnham's pious Memorials, with the Preface by Mr. Hervey, iv. 320 
—326, Caryl on the Book of Job, vii. 332. Charnock on the 
Attributes, ib. Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs of his People, by Mr. 
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INDEX. 
Bawlins, ii. 538. Chriſt the great Propitiation, v. 149. Chrif. 
tianity the great Ornament of human Life, i. 110. Communion 
with God, by Dr. Owen, vii. 219. Contemplations on the Ocean, 
a Poem, by Mr. Pearſal, iii. 277. Deity, a Poem, by Mr. Boyſe, 
i. 383. v. 161. vi. 28. Duty of Reproof, vi. 183. Elihu, by Dr. 
Hodges, v. 385. Eternal Law and everlaſting Goſpel, by Beart, 
vii. 40. Examination of the Rhemiſh Teſtament, by Dr. Fulk, iii, 
113. Expoſition of the Canticles, by Dr. Gill, iii. 236.—Of the 


Coloſſians, by Bp. Davenant, iii. 51. Family Expoſitor, by Dr. 


Doddridge, vi. 111. Family Inſtructor, by D. de Foe, vi. 96. 
Gerhard's Chriſtian's Support under Afflictions, vi. 179. Golden 
Treaſury, by Bogatzky, vi. 129. Groſvenor's Mourner, vi. 121, 
Harmonia Evangelica Chemnitii, vii. 216. Health, a Poem, by 
Dr. Armſtrong, iii. 264. Hints for religious Converſation with the 
Afflicted, by Mr. Richards, vi. 53. Hiſtorical Collection, by Mr. 
Gillies, vii. 37. Laſt Day, a Poem, by Dr. Young, v. 8. Laſt 
Words of David, by Dr. Grey, vi. 67. Leighton, Bp. his Works, 
1. 416. Lowth's Sacra Poefis Hebrzorum, vii. 235. Marrow of 
Modern Divinity, by Mr. Bofton, iii. 388. v. 430. Marſhall on the 
Goſpel Myſtery of Sanctification with a recommendatory Letter, by 
Mr. Hervey, iv. 327—332. v. 333. 338. 418. vi. 431. Meditations 
on the Life of Chriſt, by Dr. Owen, iii. 181. Meditations, by Mr. 
Jenks, v. 435- His Victory of Chaſtity, vi. 39. Micrographia 
Reftaurata, iii. 350. Nicodemus on the Fear of Man, by Profeſor 
Frank, vi. 92. Night Thoughts, by Dr. Young, i. 357. Obſerva- 
tions on Tacitus, by Mr. Hunter, iv. 362. Pleaſantneſs of a reli- 
gious Life, by Henry, vi. 103. Practical Lectures on the Church 
Catechiſm, by Mr. Adam, vi. 140. Purple Iſland and Chrift's Vic- 
tory. and Triumph, by Fletcher, v. 403. Recovery from Sickneſs, 
vi. 49. Reynolds, Bp. Life of Chriſt, in. 50. Ruins of Rome, a 
Poem, by Mr. Dyer, i. 163. Saint's everlaſting Reſt, by Baxter, 
v. 152. - Schultens on the Book of Job, abridged by Dr. Grey, 1. 
225. Scriptural Poems, by an American, vi. 121. Sea Piece, by 
Dr. Kirkpatrick, iti. 184. Sermons by Saurin, vi. 23. By Dr. 
Criſp, vi. 408. * Shower's ſerious Reflections on Time and Eternity, 
vi. 148. Soldier and Sailor's Monitor, by Dr. Woodward, vi. 139- 
Spence on the Odyſſey, vii. 101. Submiſſion to the Righteouſnels 
of God, by Benjamin Jenks, i. 193. iv. 314—319. Sunday Thoughts, 
by Mr. Moſes Brown, v. 233. Watts, Dr. on the Love of God, and 
its Influence on the Paſſions, vi. 127. Wilſon, Bp. on the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, vi. 95. 
| Bok of Life, how to have our Names there written, 1. 48. 

Books, Ke marks on reading many, ii. 217. | 


Bones, their Conſtruction and Uſe, ii. 146. 


Bo oh 


INDEX. 


Boſton, Mr. quoted, iii. 387. Fourfold State of human n | 
tecommended, 11. 341. 

Bonnet, Mr. his Reflection on Praiſe, 1.515. 

Bradford, Mr. his Obſervation on Criminals, ii. 418. 

Bradley, Mr. his Remarks on a ſmall InſeQ, i. 383. 

Brine, Mr. on his Treatment by the Reviewers, vii. 30. His 
Remark on Aſſurance, 74. 34. 

Britons, their Cauſe of Gratitude, iii. 276. 

Brewn, Rev. Moſes, his Verſes on Mr. Hervey” 5 Meditations, 1. 
xiii. On his intended Publications, v. 391. 

Browne*®s, Dr. Eſtimate and Sermons, v. 419. 

Brutus, Anecdote of, i. 250. 

Burnard, Miſs Jane, of Biddeford, her excellent Charageer, IV. 201 
—204. An Inſtance of her Reſignation, 26. 213. 

Burnham, Mr. cenſured for refuſing the Aid of a Phyſiclin, vi. 52. 

Burying in Churches, a Defence of it. Its Uſefulneſs and Pre- 
priety, i. 39. 

Buyers and Sellers, iii. 200. 

Butler, Bp. his Remarks on ſecret Prayer, iv. 305. 


' Camillus, an Account of his excellent Character, iv. 274. His 
Devotions, ib. 275. How they are conducted in his Family, ib. 276. 
His Education of his Daughters, 16. 277—290. His Inſtructions and 
Conduct; his diſcreet Beneficence, 7b. 281. Condemns Cruelty. to 
Animals, 15. 283. Gives his Children a Taſte for natural e 


ib. 284. His Averſion to Flattery, 76. 287. 


Canaan, his Wickedneſs, iv. 371. How puniſhed, 7b. 373. 

Canaanites, their Crimes, iv. 375, 377. 

Canute, King, Anecdote of him and his Flatterers, iii. 266, 

Cæſer, his Anſwer to e ii. 288. 

Caſimir quoted, i. 133. 

Caſtle, Ruin of, Remarks on, iii. 511. 

Catechifing, Mri Hervey's Method, v. 240. 

Cattle, Diſtemper among the Horred, i. 267, 268. 

Cedars of Lebanon, their Size, iii. 349. 

Celſus, his Diſingenuity and Perverſeneſs, i. 181. 

Cenſure, unjuſt, how to be treated, v. 226. 

Character of one not fit to be a Companion, vi. 139. 

Charge, the Biſhop's, at Northampton, Obſervations on, v. 226. 

Charity, the Lemper of it, i. 147. Is not to be confined to Almſ- 
giving, 16. 391, The right Foundation of it, ii. 281. The Nature 
and Extent of it, ili. 35. Remarkable Characteriſtic of, iv. 370. 
Charity, Chriſtian, v. 45. The true Foundation of, 76. 173. 

. I. Remarks on his Character, v. 235. 

| 1 Cbenqy. 


INDEX. 

Cheney, Dr. Anecdote of, vi. 411. | 
Chrift, the Lord of Man's Body, i. 40. The Wonders of his Love, 
16. 43. His bitter Sufferings, ib. 44. And Diſgrace, 7b. 45. Re. 
marks on his Burial, 76. 61. And Reſurrection, 76. 62. On hi: 
coming in Glory to reward the Righteous, ib. 64. He abandons the 
Wicked at the laſt, 2b. 72. Is the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 4. 83. 
The 7xcellency of the Knowledge of Him, 7b. Is properly com-. 
| pared to the Sur, ib. 84. His quickening Energy, 7b. 86. The 
vaſt Number of his Converts compared with the Dew of the Morning, 
ib. 91. 93. His Divinity maintained, 7b. 102. He created and 
redeemed Man, 26. 102, 103. He preſerves and actuates all, 6, 
104, 105. Is the ſweet ſmelling and accepted Sacrifice, 7b. 110. 
He inſtructs us from Flowers, #5. 112. Is compared to the Lily of 
the Valley, and to the Roſe in Sharon, ib. 117, 118. His Greatneſs 
and Grace, 36. 129. He made all Things, 26. 131. His Influence 
as the Sun of Righteouſneſs, ib. 147. His Sufferings from the Crown 
of Thorns and the Cane, ib. 152. Is the Refuge in Diſtreſs, 76. 166, 
167. His Incarnation, 16. 175. His Humiliation and Sufferings 
variouſly illuſtrated, 15. 175—191. All Compariſons of Him unwor- 
thy, ib. 191. All Creatures called on to praiſe him, ib. 194—200. 
The Excellency of his Blood, 16. 199. His Method of Teaching, 
ib. ccix. Is the Supply of all Man's Wants, ib. 275, 276. His 
Condeſcenſion, 75. 306. His amazing Love, 16. zog. Only Chrif 
was able to redeem Man, 2b. 310. Is the Great High Prieſt, 55. 314. 
His Purity and Perfection, 16. 336. He is the brighteſt Diſplay of 
the Glory of God, 156. 351. In Him is manifeſted divine Wiſdom, 
ib. 352. And divine Power, 25. 353. And divine Mercy, 76. 354. 
His Example and Life, ib. 355. His Character far above the Know- 
ledge of Man, ib. The Evils ariſing from an Ignorance of Him, ii. 
6. His Love illuftrated by the good Samaritan, ib. 25, His Righ- 
teouſneſs imputed, 1b. 43. On the Redemption he wrought, 26. 51. 
His Satisfaction for ſinful Man, ib. 59. Paid the Ranſom to God, 
ib. 62. His Sacrifice, 756. 656, He was the true paſchal Lamb, #4. 
71. Was prefigured by the two Goats, 25. 75. Is the Great High 
Prieſt, 2b. 77. 87. Is the Atonement, ib. 80. He was prefigured 
by the Leper, ib. go. And by the Nazarites, 5. 91. By various 
Ceremonies under the Law, ib. 93. 95, 96, 97. He is the divine 
Friend of Man, 7b. 98. Remarks on his Transfiguration, 16. 100. 
He died for the Ranſom of our Sins, 16. 104. He was our real Sub- 
ſtitute, 26. 106. Proved from Scripture, ib. 109. He was our Ran- 
ſom, ib. 110. He was made a Curſe for us, 16. 112. He ſuffered 
the Puniſhment due to us, 75. 115. The Reaſon why he was dumb 
at his Trial, ;6. 116. His Interceſſion, ib. 120. His Willingneſs to 
ſuffer, ib. 123. His Mercy illuſtrated, ib. 129. 146. On the Shame 


which he endured, ib. 130. ili. 292. vi. 202. He endured the 
| Wrath 


15. 528. He is the Almighty Phyſician, 76. 543. 


INDEX. 


Wrath of God, ii. 132. His amazing Sufferings, ib. 133. ill. 292, 
293. vi. 327. He ſatisfied the divine Law, ii. 134. He has pro- 
cured Pardon of Sin and Victory over Death, ib. 139. His Death 
produces Repentance, ib. 141. And Benevolence, 16. 142, Re- 
marks on his Death, 16. 143. Our Sins were imputed to Chriſt, 6. 
156, Was the ſecond Adam, ib. 1 59. His vicarioug Obedience, ib. 
170. He was the Surety, 15. 174. His Righteouſneſs is already 
wrought out, ib. 176. His Obedience was a free Act, ib. 183. He 
was a public Perſon, ib. 185. Is the Captain of our Salvation, ib. 
196. Remarks on his being with the Doctors, 199. Remarks on 
his rebuking the Sea, 16. 213. He alone merited, ib. 22 5. His 
inimitable Preaching, 15. 229, 230. On his Anſwer to the youn 
Man in the Goſpel, 7þ. 233. He alone can juſtify, ib. 251. He is 
the only Foundation, 15. 253. His Righteouſneſs is complete, 76. 
261. His Salvation 1s finiſhed, vii. 178. 76. 266. He is the Head 
of the Law, ib. 342. His Righteouſneſs, 16. 348. vii. 105. 177. 
His paſſive and active Obedience neceſſary for Juſtification, ib. 356. 
He entered into Covenant, ib. 359. Remarks on his Title, the 
Branch, 7b. 360. His vicarious Obedience, vii. 156. 178. 76. 363. 
He came to fulfil the Law, 15. 365. His Divinity, 76. 367. He is 
our Advocate, 156. 370. He performed all that the Law required, 
ib. 372. Is called Clothing, Bread, and the City of Refuge, ib. 379. 
Is the only Hope for Man, 16. 388. Is the only Cure for fallen Man, 
ib. 433. He is the divine Phyſician, 76. 434. His Sagacity, 76. 479. 
Is the Light of the World, 7b. 483. He exalted the human Body, 
ib. 490. The Glories of his Body, 7b. 491. His forgiving Temper, 
he great Extent 
of his Mercy, iii. 10. Is the Surety who has fulfilled the Law, 76. 
38. He reſtored the Righteouſneſs which Adam loſt, ib. 59. Was 
the Deſire of all Nations, 7b. 61. Is the Meſſenger of the Covenant, 
ib. 62. His'Righteouſneſs juſtifies and glorifies, 76. 66. The Diſ- 
plays of his Glory in Scripture, 16. 73. Is called the righteous 
Branch, 76. 75 Remarks on his riding into Jeruſalem on an Aſs, 


ib. 77. He is the Antient of Days, ib. 78. He is the eternal Judge, 


ib. 85, The Manner of his coming to Judgment, 76. Is the tried 
Stone, ib. 87. 158. Adam is the Type of Chriſt, iþ. 98. The two grand 


hleſſings obtained by him, 16. 98. His Obedience imputed to Men, 


ib. 100, He is made unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, 
and Redemption, 156. 109. He was made Sin for us, 15. 112. Is the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, 16. 155. His Purity, 16. 157. Whence his 
Righteouſneſs flowed, 15. 159 His Love to God, 1b. 160. His 
Charity to Man, 76. 161. His benevolent Powers and Exertions, 76. 


162, 163. His unwearied Labours, 15. 164. He died for his Ene- 


mies, 16. 166. His Humility, ib. 167. His Sufferings, 16. 168. 
His Refignation, 74. 169. He was the Man of Nazareth and the 
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righteous Servant, 25. 170. His meritorious Obedience, 13. 172, 
Is adored by Angels, ib. 173. His divine Merit, 7b. 175. His 
Goodneſs, 16. 176. His Majeſty, 7b. 178. His Glory, 7b. 181. Ts 
the Light of the World, 74. 185. Is the Lord of Glory, 76. 187, 
The Types of Him, ib. Is the Fellow of the Lord, 16. 190. His 
Titles, 6. His Honours, 25. 192. The Works which he performed, 
16. 194. His Power over the Waters, 156. 198. The Winds, 28. 199, 
He is the Supreme and only Potentate, 1. His Omniſcience, ib. 
200. His Omnipotence, 16. 201. His Power over Death and the 
Dæmons, 16. 202, 203. His Glory at the Conſummation of all 
Things, 756. 208. As the Judge of all, 186. 20g. In Him dwelt the 
fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, 156. 213. Is the Prieſt on the Throne, 


ib. 216. His Penetration and Power, ib. 253. He is the great 
Head of the Church. His different Relations as ſuch, 26. 259. The 


fulneſs of his Mercy and Pardon, 16. 285. His Goodneſs the ſtrongeſt 


Motive to our Obedience, 74. 295. The Influence of his Love, ib. 
298. In Him is all fulneſs, 15. 302. The greatneſs of his Love, ib. 
304. His Righteouſneſs all perfect, ib. 328. His Merits are derived 
to all, 26. 330. Is united with all true Believers, 16. 331. This 
Union illuſtrated by his being the everlaſting Father, 26. 333. The 


true Vine, ib. The Huſband and Bridegropm of his Church, 7b. 334. 


336. The Head of the myſtical Body, ib. 337. Is the Bridegroom, 
the Feaſt and the Wedding Garment, 7b. 369. Is Shiloh, vii. 337. 
His Goſpel a Teſtament, iii. 373. Is the choſen One, 16. 379. He 
pardons great Guilt and Corruption, 16. 381, 382. Is the Lord our 
Healer, ib. 384. The greatneſs of his Mercy, ib. 385. In what 
Manner he is affronted, 16. He orders the. Goſpel to be preached 
at Jeruſalem, 76. 387. He is the Fountain of all Good, ib. 389. 


He beſtoweth Gifts for the Rebellious, 156. 394. His Righteouſneſs 


is for the moſt Profane, 156. 406. He gives us the Gift of Faith, #4. 
409. His Bleſſings are for Sinners, 7, 418. His romiſe, 76. 419. 
His Mercy as deſcribed by Iſaiah, Habbakuk, and Peter, 16. 422, 
The Extent of his Redemption, 7b. 424. His Liberality, ib. 425, 
426. His free Gift is the Ground of Faith, 7b. 430. On coming 
to Chriſt, 25. 431. In what Manner He is ſaid to be appropriated, 
75. 434. He giveth eternal Life to Sinners, ib. 440. Is the heavenly 
Food, ib. 444. How He is apprehended by modern Profeſſors, ib. 


455. Is a Refuge from the Storm, iii. 466. vi. 342, 343. The 


Freedom of his Salvation, iii. 468. Is the God of Providence and 
Nature, 25. 484. Is compared to Pillars of Smoke, 156. 492. His 
ſuperior Excellency compared with the choiceſt Productions of Nature, 
36. 506—508. Is the Rod from the Stem of Jeſſe, 16. 524. The 
Enſign of the People, ib. 525. Is the glorious Reſt, ib. 526. Is the 
Fountain opened for Uncleanneſs, 7b. 529. His prevailing Inter- 


ceflion, 16. 530. Is the Rock, ib. 536. What is meant by eating 
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his Fleſh and drinking his Blood, 15. 541: Is the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, ib. 542. His Excellency, Iv. iv. vi. 340. How he is rejected 
by Proteſtants, iv. 33. Was prefigured by the fprinkling of Blood, 
34. 20. The Effects of his Blood, 7b. 42. Is a Covert from the Tem- 
peſt, ib. 43. In Him are two diſtinct Natures, 15. 51. He is the 
Creator of all Things, ib. 52. His Acts of Mercy, 26. 89. His 
Croſs, the Subject of the Believer's Glory, ib. 109, In what Manner 
many were made righteous by his Obedience, 15. 136. He died as 
a Sinner for us, ib. 138. His excellent Obedience, 16. 140. He is 
the Judge eternal, 75. 161. In what Manner to live is Chriſt, 18. 
210, When he is the Principle of our Life, 16. The Rule of our 
Life, ib. 211. And the End of our Life, ib. 212. vi. 309, 310. 
His Divinity proved from his Miracles, iv. 229. And his Controul 


over all the Powers of Nature, 16. 230—234. From his foretelling 


Things to come, 16. 235—238. From his Knowledge of the Hearts 
of Men, 15. 238—241. From the Honours which were paid him, 76. 
244—249. From the Nature of his mediatorial Office, 7b. 252. 
To bear the Wrath of Ged, 15. To atone for the Sins of Men, 15. 
253. To ſanctify our degraded Nature, 1b. 254. The antient 
Patriarchs looked unto him, iv. 400. On the Excellency and Effect 
of his Interceſſion, v. 32, 33. vi. 246, 247. 407. On preaching his 


Mercy, v.41. His divine Benevolence, v. 46. vi. 217. His divine 
Power and All-ſufficiency, v. 48, 49. 52. On his Equality with the 


Father, v. 59. His nes vindicated againſt Objections taken 
from his Humiliation, v 84—93. Was always the Object of divine 
Worſhip, v. 113. In what Capacity the Angels are commanded to 
worſhip him, ib. 114. His Preſence at the Marriage Feaſt at Canaan 
ably vindicated, 26. 178—182. Various Reaſons why he wrought 
the Miracle of turning Water into Wine, 26. 202—204. His Mira- 
cles were Signs of his ſaving Power, 76. 206. Is the Conqueror 
of Death, 13. 208. His All-ſufficiency to redeem, 76. 218, iv. 340. 
On cleaving unto him, 75. 264. The Bleſſedneſs of Communion 
with him, v. 284. He is the Foundation of the Chriſtian Joy, ib. 
302. vi. 355. His Triumph over Death, v. 407, 408. He is the 
only Saviour of Sinners, v. 424. His Willingneſs to ſave, vi. 73. 


The Excellency of the Knowledge of him, ib. 147. 434. 441. His 
Sufferings, 7b. 212. 240. 259. On the particular Spot where he ſuf- 


fered, 1b. 239. His Greatneſs and Glory, 156. 242, 243. vii. 150. 


162, 165. His amazing Love to Man, 26. 252, 253. 264. 325. 332. 

400. 428. He was repreſented by the Ark at Zoan, ib. 257. He 
is Alpha and Omega, ib. 316, 317. 319. He 1s Propher, Prieft, and 
King, 1b. 318. 321. His Humility, ib. 354. 437. His glorious 
Body, 6. 371. On his coming to judge the Earth, ib, 422. He 
died for all, vii. cxvi. His active and paſſive Obedience not to be 
divided, 76. 147. 171. The Excellency of his active Righteouſneſs, 
7 | D d 4 #6, 


INDEX; 

i. 149. His Sufferings were real Puniſhment, 76. 151, Why he 
was made under the Law, ib. 154. He fulfiled the Law, 76. 268. 
His Satisfaction defended, 15. 153—158. The different Ways of 
knowing him, 16. 182. He is the alone Foundation, 16. 185. He 
is the only Way to Life, 16. 218. He is the Foundation, not the 
Condition of Juſtification, 75. 244. He engaged in the Covenant 
before the Foundation of the World, 76. mg Was "os unto the 
Jews, 15. 30k. 

Chriſtian Courage in Conrerfition ebene id vi. 93, 94. 130, 
131. 

2 iftians, their peculiar 3 i. 104. Their proper Ons- 
ments, 1b. 114. Their true Clothing, 16. Their conſtant Deſires, 
15. 117. The Varieties among them, 2. 123. Are compared to a 
watered Garden, 25. 145. The Change which is wrought in them, 
26. 147. In every Thing they ought to look unto Jeſus as the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, 16. 149. Ought always to be on their Guard 
againſt Sin, 16. 155. Their real Happineſs in living in the Preſence 
of God, jib. 224. Are called on continually to improve, 76. 271, 
Should joyfully ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of Chrift, i. 280. The 
Conſolation they may derive from the Power of God, ib. 317, 318. 
Their apparent Calamities are real Bleſſings, 16. 325. Their Hap- 
pineſs in Heaven, 16. 376. Their durable Happineſs, ib. 417. 
Should receive the Gift of Salvation as their own, iii. 393. They 
are required only to believe, ib. 407. Whence they ſhould ſeek 
their Conſolations, 7b. 480. iv. 66. Their complete Salvation, 38. 
85. Are compared to the Earth when turned to the Sun, 1b. 81, 
The Diſpoſitions in which they muſt receive the Saviour's Righteouſ- 
neſs, ib. 151. Their Joy at the Day of Judgment, 7b. 169. v. 270, 
Their Cauſe for Thankfulneſs, ib. 289. Are Heirs of the Promiſe, 
vi. 206. Heirs of Salvation, 13. Heirs of a Kingdom, 76. 207, 
Are hated by the World, 7b. 388. The Ground of their Obedience, 
vii. 186. Are not to obey to be accepted, 7b. 194, 

Chronicles, Remarks on them, iv. 402. | 

Chronology, a Manuſcript of, Commendations on, v. 387. 

Chry/oſtom, St. his Sentiment on Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, i iii. 55, His 
Explanation of the Abundance of Grace, iv. 53. Quoted on imputed 
Righteouſneſs, vii. 259, Quoted, his Parallel between Adam and 
Chriſt, 18. 351. His Remark on Preſervation, i. 104. On the Con- 
tinaance of Nature, iii. 129, On the Variety of Trees, 16. 135. 
Quoted, ib. 227. His Remark on the Perfection of the Works of 
God, 1i. 451. Particularly on the N ib. 97 7 His Remark on 
Abraham' s Obedience, 16. 325. 

Church-yard, a Deſcription of, i. 2 
| Cyle, its Nature and Receptacle, ii. 467, 

| + Cicero 


INDEX. 


Cicero would have an Orator acquainted with the heavenly Bodies, 
j. 330. An Obſervation of his on Converſation, ii. 11. His Remark 
on Thucydides, ib. 17. On the Perfection of the Syſtem of Creation, 
ib. 36. His juſt Remark on Ornaments, zb. 191. His Treatiſe on 
the Nature of God, ib. 443, The Imperfection of his Views, 1b. 
483. His Picture of Nature, ili. 135. 1 : 

Claſſics, ancient Remarks on them, 11. 441. On the Benefits which 
may be derived from the Peruſal of them, 16. 442. | 
Clemens Romanus quoted, i. 365. His Obſervation on the Uſe of 


' Fountains, ili. 261. His Opinion on Juſtification, zb. 54. 


Cliffs, Remarks on them, iii. 240. RS 
Claude, Remarks on them, iii. 140, Their Succeſſion, 13. 141. 


Their Weight, 15. Are the Cauſe of Rain, 76. 142, 


Coals, Remarks on them, iii. 148. 

Cold, ſevere, its Effects, i. 411. 

Colgurs, their Nature and Effect, iii. 145. | 
Comets, i. 177. What they are ſuppoſed to foretend, 73, 265. 
They approach near and then recede far from the Sun, 36. 266, 
The Comet in 1680, 18. CANS 

Communion, Holy, the right Improvement of it, v. 10. 

Conditions in the Goſpel objected to, vii. 240. On what Ground, 
ib. 241. Es | 

FOE the proper, towards thoſe who cauſe dffence, vi. 426, 

Conflagration, the general, the Terrors of it, i. 250. | 

Confidence of Chriſtians, Remarks on it, iii. 449. 

Conſcience, its fallen State, ii. 523. 1 
Converſation, low and profane, i. 404. The Darkneſs of Night 
preferred before it, zh. Remarks on, ii. 8. Subjects for religious 
Converſations, 16. Levity in it juſtly cenſured, v. 156. Chriſtian, 
the Benefits of, vi. 433- Religious, the Benefits to be derived from 

It, V. 55. | | | 

Converſion, the Riſe and Progreſs pointed out, i. 366. 

Controverſy, Remark on, v. 152. How it ought to be conduRed, 
vi. 90. The Evils which ariſe from it, ib. 91. 

Correſpondence, epiſtolatory, the Uſe of, iii. 19. 
Cottage, Remarks on, iii. 5 10. 

Cotton, Dr. Obſervations on his Viſions, v. 293. 310. 

Country, the Proſpect of, deſcribed, i. 95. Of Meadows, 7b. 96. 
Of Woods, 74. 97. Of the Orchard, 16. The Charms of it, iii. 2. 
Has always been enjoyed by the Great and Good, 26. 4. The Benevo- 
lence which a Proſpect of it, in Harveſt, excites, i. 102. Is prefer- 
able to Town, vi. 214. Beauties of, ii. 241. The Beauty and 
Plenty in it, iii. 491. | 

Couple, new married, Advice to them, v. 37. 

Covenant of Grace, ii. 360. The Parties in it, 76, 361. 

; Covenant, 


INDEX. 
| Covenant, new, Objection to, vii. cxxiv. 285. - Supported, 38. 256. 
The Opinions on this Subject of Dr. Hammond, ib. 277. Of Vitringa, 


15. 279. Nature of this Covenant, 76. 286, 185 Was a Covenant 


of Works to Chriſt, 15. 296. 
Creation is the Work of Chriſt, i. 131. A Deſeant on it, 23. 171 


200. The Improvements from it, ib. 172. Proceeds from divine 
Goodneſs, 16. 327. The divine Intention in it, 6. 329. St. Chry. 
ſoſtom's Remark on the Perfection of it, ii. 45 1. Its Characteriſtics 
are Dignity and Elegance, iii. 221. The Wonders and Varieties of 
It, v. 36. The — of its Views yew God i 1s ſeen ! in them, 
vi. 215. 

Crebillon's Book condemned, v. 1 56, 

Criſp, Dr. his Sermons ſtrongly recommended, vi. 408, 410, Re- 


marks on his Writings, vi. 399. A Difficulty ſtarted ge, 


vii. 29. 

Croſ of Chriſt the Chriſtian's Glen iv. 97—109. The Bleſlings 
obtained by it, 156. 100—-103. | Is a Subject of Study for Men, 4. 
104. For Hope as Chriſtians, 16. For preaching as Miniſters, ig. 
Is Proviſion for ſpiritual Wants, 76. 105. The Wicked are exhoried 
to flee unto it, 2b. 111. 
 Cudworth, his Marks and Evidences of Faith, vi. 62. 

Cattle Fiſh, its Property, iti. 249. 

Cynzgyrus, Anecdote of, ii. 3465. | 

Cyrus, his CharaQter foretold by roplincy, i, 202, The pro- 
Phetie Deſcription of him, iv. 385. . 

Car, Anccdote of him at Nerve, ill. 399. 


—— 


D 
Dail Bread, Remarks on the Expreſſion, i iii. 256. 
Danger, the Time of, iv. 9. 
Daniel, on the State of his Mind, iii. 73. ä 
Darkneſs, its gradual Approach, i. 236. Is the Time for Deeds 
ef Villany, 2. 237. Renders the leaſt Spark viſible, 76. gs, 

Dartmouth, Lord, his Character, vi. 174. 

Daughters, their religious Education illuſtrated in the Conduct of 
Camillus towards his two Daughters, Iv. 277—290. The Miſchiefs 
which reſult from the Education neglected, ib. 286. 

Dawvenant, Bp. his Character, and * of Chriſt's > Righteouſ 
neſs, iii. 51. 

Dawid, his Confidence in the eie i. 314 Remarks on his 
Character, ii. 22. 18. 320. His Situation when ſurrounded by Saul, 
ib. 198. Remarks on his Fall and Recovery, vi. 70. His exalted 
Character, vii. 248. Remarks on his Character, ib. cxx, A Type 
bf Chriſt, 15. 396. 5 8 5 | | 
| | Davila 
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Davila the Hiſtorian of France, iv. 398. 
Death is gain to the Righteous in every Reſpect. iv. 214. It is 
everlaſting Gain, ib. 216. The Certainty of it a ſtrong 2 
for Prayer, v. 217. Conſolations againſt the Fear of it, 15. 266. 
270. Sudden, how to be improved, vi. 311. How changed under 
the Goſpel, vii. 314. Ends all Enmities, i. 9. Is under the Direc- 
tion of God, ib. 19. Its various Avenues to Man, 16. Its final De- 
ſtruction, ib. 65. At Death Man can work no Jonger, ib. 231, 
The frequent Warnings of it, 15. 258. 

Decorum, Chriſtian, an Inſtance of, v. 164, 

Deiſt, a Letter to one, iv. 309. 

Delaune, Dr his Sermons, v. 419. 

Demaratus, the Lacedemonian Prince, Anecdote of, ii, 535, 

Derham, Dr. on the Size of the Sun, i. 301. 

Deſertion, Seaſons of, ili. 535 3 

Deſpair, the Remedy againſt it, v. 223. In the divine Mercy, ab, 
261. Conſolations againſt, vi. 114. LE = 

Deſpondency not to be given way to, ib. 263. 

Dewoteaneſs to God, the Reaſonableneſs of, 7b. 404. 

Dew, paſſing Reſolutions compared to, i. 189. Its refreſhing 
Influence, 16. 90. The amazing Number of its Drops, 76. 91. 

Diary, keeping of recommended, iii. 16. How to be kept, ib. 17, 
Iv. 114 

Diogenes, Anecdote of him, ii. 151. 

Diſobedience to Parents, the Puniſhment of, iv. 371 I, 

Diſconus quoted, ini. 382. 

D fenters, Remarks on them, v. 222. 

Dioines, Proteſtants, a Liſt of thoſe who have written on the Sub- 
ject of Faith, iii. 436. | 

Doctrine, ſound, a Teſt of, it. 312. 

Dodd, Mr. his Obſervations on Methodiſm, iv. 303. 

Dodaridge, Dr. his Expoſition of Heb. xi. 1. iii. 439. On his 
Illneſs, vi. 234. The excellent . of his Family Expoſitor, 
1.105, On his correcting of Mr. Hervey 5 Works, vi. 20. 

Donn, Mr. Abraham, his Character, iv. 206. 219. ; 
Ddcubting, the State of, iii. 462. Is finful, 76. 463. Is to be 
guarded againſt, ib. 464. Is not honourable to God, z6. 474. Nor 
pleaſing to. Chriſt, ib. 475, Nor profitable to ourſelves, 16. 476. 
ls conſtantly to be oppoſed, ib. 487. 

Downame's Chriſtian Warfare, Remarks on, vi. 154. 

Dreams, Remarks on them, 1. 245. 

Dreſs, Obſervations on the Difference of it ſupported, vii. 369. 

Druids, an Account of them, ili. 519, 
Druſus, Anecdote of him, ii. 300. . 
| Duelling, 


INDEX. 


Duelling, Obſervations on it, ii. 287. The Evils of it, 3. 238. 
He who declines a Duel is worthy of Honour, 26. 291. 


Dyer, Rev. Mr. his Poem, the Ruins of Rome quoted : and com- 


mended, i. 163. 
E 


Eagle, Remarks on it, ili. 360. | 
Ear, its Poſition, ii. 476. Its various Parts, is, 47 7. Its Uſe 
to Man, 76. 478. 


Earneft Invitation, the Character of, vi. 1. A Prayer for * | 


Occaſion, ib. 3—10. 

Earth, its Form, i. 298, Its Motions, 76. 299. Its Cloathing, 
15. 300. Its Rapidity, 76. 317. Turned to the Sun is an Emblem 
of a Chriſtian, iv. 81. Its wonderful Productions, iii. 131. And 
Contents, 15. 147—151. Suppoſed Number of its Inhabitants, 16. 85, 

Earthquakes, the Deſtruction they cauſe, iii. 497, 498. An Ac- 
count of thoſe in Catania and Jamaica, 7b. 499. 

Education, Neceſſity of a religious, i. 13. The Evils which ariſe 
when it is neglected, 16. 144. Admonition to thoſe who are entruſted 
with it, 16. 145. 

Edward III, the remarkable Tempeſt when he invaded France, i. 182. 

Egyptian, deſcended from Ham, iv. 391. By whom ſubdued, 7b, 392. 

Eleanor, Queen, her Affection to her Hufband, ii. 147. 

Elijab, Remarks on his Character, ii. 538, 539. 

Emilia, the Wife of Camillus; her excellent CharaRer, 3 iv. 289. 

England, its Danger and Deliverances, iv. 20. An Enumeration 
of its Offences, 16. 12—22. The peculiar Advantages which it 
enjoys, iii. 496. Wiſhes for its Welfare, 7b, 503. 

Enoch, a Proof of a future State of Happineſs, vi. 1 55. 

Epaminondas, Anecdote of, iii. 327. vi. 229. 

 Epiglettis, its admirable Contrivance, ii. 464. 

Eraſmus preſerred the Bible to all other Books, i. 106. 

Erſbine, Mr. firongly recommended, iii. 477» 

Eternity, Reflections on it, i. 66, 67, © 
» Euripiges, his Remark on the human e ii. 197. 

Ewening, Deſcription of, i. 216. 

Examination, ſelf, the Neceſſity of it, iv. 55. 

Eye, its Beauty and Uſe, ii. 459. Its Situation, ib, 474. Its De- 
fence, ib. 475. The Uſe of its Lids, 76. 475. Its Brows, 16. 


| | „ 

Faith, its Nature and Excellency, i. 63. The Neceſſity of it, 11. 
226, Juſtifying Faith, ib. 234. The Effects of true Faith, 7b. 342. 
The Nature of it, ib. 374, 375. 487. Compared to Hyſlop, #6. 377. 
How we are juſtißed by Faith, 16. 378. Is the ſpiritual Eye, 76. 483. 
In what Manner it is made to ſupplant. Chriſt, iii. 68. True Faith 
riſes on the Ruins of Self, 16. 80. Righteouſneſs is received by 

Faith, 
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Faith, ib. 95. Compared to the Loadſtone, 26. 299. Defined, . 
300. Is the Seed of univerſal Holineſs, zh. Its Influence on Man, 
ib. 301, 302. The Power of it, 76. 306. Illuſtrated in the Cha- 
racer and Conduct of St. Paul, 25. 306—310. Of Abraham, ib. 310 
—324. Is the Chriſtian's Shield, ib. 326. The Opinion of Light- 
foot and Luther on Faith, 75. 339. The peculiar Nature of it, 25. 
408. 411. Is the Gift of Chriſt, 74. Is full Perſuaſion, 26. 412. 
The Church of England's Opinion on it, 2b. 413. Faith illuſtrated 
by the three Children of Iſrael, 26. 415. Palæmon's Account of 
Faith, ib. 431. St. Chryſoſtom, his Remark on Faith, 26. 434. 
Appropriation enters into the Eſſence of Faith, 16. 436. An Account 
of it by Dr. Owen, 29. 437. By Mr. Davidſon, 16. By the 
Churches of Scotland and the Palatinate, 5. 438. The various 
Deſcriptions of it in Scripture, 16. 439. 441. 443. The Faith of the 
antient Believers, 15. 446. Of the Believers under the new Diſpenſa- 
tion, 7b. 447. The Knowledge of it, 16. 449, 450. Its peculiar 
Nature, 16. 451. The Difference between Faith and the full Aſſur- 
ance of it, #6. 452. Its different Language, 76. 454. The Effects 
produced by wanting this Faith, 7b. 457—460. Faith admits no 
Doubts, 15. 463. The Faith of Reliance, what, 7b. 479. The 
Benefits of aſſured Faith, ib. 484. Faith, how it is to be obtained, 
16. 485. By Faith we are united to Chriſt, iv. 59. 152. The various 
Degrees of it, v. 211. The Nature and Excellency of Faith, vi. 
231. The Fruits of true Faith, 26. 235. Its Origin, 76. 237. Faith 
produces Joy, 7b. 440. 

Fall and Depravity of Man fully proved, 11. 423—436.. Shown 
in Propeniities to Evil, 156. 496. The various Benefits to be derived 
from it, 15. 544, 545. 

Faſbion, a Life of, ii. 8. 

Fast, how to make it a national Bleſſing, iv. 92. 

Faſt Sermon, before the Houſe of Commons, Remarks on, v. 3 13. 
Not founded on evangelical Principles, 26. 315. 

Father, religious, an Account of his Death-bed Scene, i. 28. His 
- Addreſs to his Wife and Children, 76. zo. 

Faults of great Men eaſily diſcovered, i. 282. 
Feeling, the Senſe of, 11. 481. 
Figures, improper, introduced iu Monuments, 111. 403. 


Fiss, Remarks on them, iii. 363. Their Beauty, 16. Their Re · 


foiration, ib. 364. Remark on them, iii. 246. Their Form and 
Conſtruction, 26. They have no Hearing, 7b. 247. The Numbers 
of thoſe molt uſcful to Man, 75. 254. Their amazing Dae. 
ib. 255. 

Firſtborn, Remarks: on their Deſtruction, iv. 8. 


Flattery, the Danger of, v. 9. The Evil of Flattery, ib. 171. 


The Folly of it, iv. 288. 
Flavel, 
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Flavel, as Character of his Writings, v. 354. 

Fl, what ſignified by it, ii. 428. 

Fletcher's Purple Iſland recommended and quoted, v. 403. 40g. 

Flowers are calculated to improve Man, i. 112. They excel Man 
in Dreſs, ib. 113. Their Beauty and Variety, ib. 1 15. 118, 119, 
Their Clothing, 16. 120. Their regular Succeſſion, 16. 124. The 
Wiſdom of it, 15. 127. Particular Remarks on ſeveral Flowers, 15. 
125, 126. Their great Numbers, ib. 127. The nice Adjuſtment of 
every one of them, ib. 132. The Time of their Appearing, 1b. 13 * 
Were peculiarly deſigned for Man, ib. Are Emblems of the Reſur- 
rection, ib. 157. Their . ib. 158. And Reflections on it, ib. 
160, 161, 162. 

Fl, common Remarks on, iii. 3 57. The Vibrations of its Wings, 
11. 521. 

Fog, Remarks on it, i. 408. 

Folly of murmuring at the divine Diſpenſations, 1. 323. 

Forgſt, a Deſcription of, iii. 519. Remarks on it, 156. 520, To 
what they are compared, ib. 523. 

Fowler, Bp. his Deſign of Chriſtianity, v. 334. Mr. H. 's Re- 
| mark on it, zb. 388. 
Franks, Profeſſor, his extracedingry Character, vi. 10 3. / 
French, their Deſigns againſt England, iv. 10. 
Friendſhip, true, its End, 111. 218, 
 Froft, the Effects of i it, 1. 409. 
Fury, Remarks on it, ii. 1 19. 


8 

Gakn, his juſt Remark on Praiſe, ii. 445. His Obſervation on the 
Perfections of the human Body, 7b. 452. 

Gall, Bladder, its Form and Uſe, ii. 465. 

Gallio, Remarks on his Conduct, iii. 14. 

Gam, Captain, his Reply; iii. 309. | * 

Garden, the Spectator's Remark on it, i. 77. Kitchen Garden 
deſcribed; 7b. 98, 99. The Supplies it affords, 7b. 100. The Charms 
of the Morning Fragrance of a Garden, z6. 109. | 
Gems, their Uſe, vii. 366. 
General Officer, Anecdote of, vii. 262. 
Generation, equivocal Remarks on it, iii. 378. 
 Gethſemane, the Meaning of, ii. 131. | 
Gill's, Dr. Expoſition of the Canticles ſtrongly corona, Ill, 
236. The Improvement from him, v. 11, 
Glands, their Uſe, ii. 456. 
Glaſs, Remark on it, iii. 148. 
Gen, Remarks on it, 1. 2635. . | 
| Shun, 


INDEX: 


Chan, Dr. Remarks on his Poem, the Day of Judgment, v. 441. 
Ro Mr. Cenſures on his Lafe of the King of the Beggars, 


vi. 98. 
God, his Condeſcenſions to "ge 1. 4. His univerſal Providence, 
ib. 19. His Severity as the Judge, 16. 73. His Greatneſs and Im- 


menſity, 1b. 81. His Goodneſs diſcoverable throughout all Nature, 


ib. 401. Man cannot fee him now in all his Glories, 16. 116. The 
Wonders and Perfection of his Works, 16. 120. The Simplicity of 
them, 1b. 121. The Wiſdom of all his Ways, 15. 136. His great 
Goodneſs, ib. 139. He made the World for Man, 76. 140, 141. 
All his Works proclaim his Majeſty, 16. ccxii, Is every where pre- 
ſent, ib. 223. His tender Care in giving us Sleep, ib. 242, His 
Preſervation of us during that State, 256. 243. He reſtrains us from 
injuring ourſelves or others in our Sleep, ib. 244. He eaſily executes 
Vengeance, ib. 267. His Mercy diſcovered in giving the Moon and 
the Stars, 25. 275, The Immenſity of his Kingdom, 7b, 303, His 
excellent Nature is exalted above all Compariſon, 7b. 304. His 
creative Power, ib. 316. His Patience, 76. 321. His Providence, 
ib. 326. His Indulgence to rational Creatures, 16. 327. Hedelights 
to communicate Happineſs, 7b. 328. His Object in Creation, 16. 


329. His Goodneſs manifeſted in Redemption, 16. 331, His divine 


Purity, 25. 333. His divine Bounty, 25. 338. His Faithfulneſs and 
Tendemeſs, ib. 348. He rules over the heavenly Bodies, 7b. 363. 

Attraction is his Influence, 7b, 380. The Immenſity of the Creatures 
large and ſmall which he has formed, 25. 382, 383. His Preſence is 
every where, ib. 385, His Care for the immortal Soul of Man, 16. 

388. His Power over the Winds, 15. 404. His gracious Preſence, 
#6, 406. All his Works are wonderful, 7b. 414. How he is neglected 
by his Creatures, ii. 10. On his Love, 16. 12. On his Bounty to 
Man, 26. 35. Remarks on his Wrath, 76. 82. Remarks on his Anger, 
zb. 117. . The divine Character, zb. 119. 121. His vindictive Juſtice, 
ib. 121. His Unchangeablneſs, 16. 125. He will not clear the 
Guilty, 25. 126. His Goodneſs in giving his Son, 74. 128. His 
inflexible Juſtice and boundleſs Goodneſs, 16. 137. His Sovereignty, 
ib. 164. His Thoughts not be meaſured by Man, 7b. 172. The 
Wonders of his Works, 76. 218. His divine Bounty, 15. 243. He 
abominates what is proud, 76. 301, His Purity, 7b. 305, A De- 
ſeription of his Appearance, 16. 306. Is the ſupreme Legiſlature, 76. 

329. His Majeſty and Greatneſs, 25. 439. The divine Artificer of 


the human Frame, #6. 454. His tender Care of Man, 16. 475. His 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs in the Formation of the human Frame, 16. 
445—492. His Majeſty diſcovered in Creation, 16. 494. Is in 
every Place, ib. 504. In what Manner he draws Men, 16. 5 18. His 
TIE to all, iii. 28. His amazing Goodneſs, ib. 29. His 
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INDEX. 
infinite Perfections; He is the everlaſting King, #5. 34. His Onint- 


ſcience, ib. 122. Is wonderful in his Works, 16. 134. His Power 


over the Winds, ib. 144. His Bounty as the Creator, 76. 151, Is 


the ſupreme Good, ib. 219. His Acts of Goodneſs are more nume- + 


yous than the Sands of the Sea, ib. 223. His Power over the Ocean, 
ib. 225. It is only his Footſtool, 7b. 227. His divine Power, 16. 
$34. The Diverſity of his Works, ib. 2 57. The Difference of his 
Diſpenſations to his different Servants, ib. 258. His Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom diſcoverable in all his Works in the Sea, is. 261. In the 
Growth of Vegetables, 16. 263. In the Tides, 6. 265. In Colours, 
15. 347. In the Air, z6. 348. In the vegetable Kingdom, 7b. 350. 
He accompliſhes the moſt important Ends by inconſiderable Means, 
ib. 272. The Riches of his Mercy, ib. 276. He has made every 
Thing beautiful, ib. 346. His Regard for the Animal Race, ib. 354. 


Poor Birds, 13. 355. For Inſects, 75. 357. For Fiſhes, 15. 363. His 


| univerſal Bounty, ib. 366. His marvellous Loving kindneſs, 7b. 381. 
His Faithfulneſs, 754. 390. His great Forgiveneſs, ib. 393. vi. 70. 
He commands us to believe, 6. 469. His Promiſe and Oath, 15. 
472. His infinite Fidelity, 7b. 474. His various Judgments againſt 
Sinners, iv. 20. 22. His Judgments are inevitable, 15. 26. He is 
the Father of Mercies who receives the returning Prodigal, 76. 87, 


His Invitation, 15. 88. His Oath, 23. 89. His amiable Character 


as diſcovered by the Light of Nature, ib. 115. By the Reconcilia 
tion in Chriſt, 23. 117. His Juſtice, iv. 378. He foreſaw the Fall 
of Man, v. 133. His Name and Oath imply Pity, 15. 142, 143. 
His Method to juſtify Man, vii. 170. His infinite Greatneſs, 26. 190, 
191. His eſſential Glory, ib, 200. His Favours at firſt confined, 
16. 301. | 
- Good Works cannot be performed until Man i is accepted, ii. 277. 
280. Their Excellency, ib. 283. | 

Goodwin, Dr. Remark on him, iii. 98. . 

Goſpel, how received by the Poor, vi. 32. Has no Tendency to 
Licentiouſneſs, 16. 135. The Bleſſings of it, ib. 198. Was prefi- 
gured by the Law, ii. 84. The Deſign of it, ib. 313. It ſecures 
the Intereſts of Morality, iii. 8. Its grand Peculiarity, ib, 91. The 
Promiſes it contains, ib. 287. The Excellency of it, v. 129. 132. Its 
Comforts are Motives to Holineſs, v. 254. How deſcribed by 


St. Paul, iii. 440. Is a Will or Teſtament, ib. 37 3. The End of it, 


ib. 30 
Grind of God, the Objects of it, their F ami 7 Diſpoſition and 
Practice, iii. 416. 
Grace, reſtraining, the Effects of, vi. 339. 
Granville, Sir Bevil, his Character, i. 46. 
Sera, its ſingular Uſe, iii. 353. | 


INDEX. 


Grave,. the, a Poem, quoted, 1. 70. | „ 
 Greenlangers are ſupported by Fith, ti. 296. — 1 Ag 82 kT 
Grey, Dr. on the laſt Words of David, iti. 63. | 
Grotius, his re in not 1 Chriſt in 14a 5 3. i :g8; 


Habits, ally; the Importance of them, i. 145. 

Hail, Remarks on it, i. 417. Its Uſe, ib. 182. 

Hales, Dr: wiſhes for his Judgment, vi. 268. His Character, ib; 
333- 369: 

Hall, Bp. his Rerharks « on Duelling, ii. 288. His Works recom- 
mended, 4. On imputed Righteouſneſs, iii. 96. 

Ham, all his Pôſtefity were puniſhed, iv. 386; 386. 

Hammond, Dr. his Idea of the Covenant, vii. 277. 

Hands, their Uſe, ii. 450. What ſignified by them, 5. 451. 

Hannibal, his fingular Exclamation, iv. 389. His —_ over 


8, il. 193. 
at. , her horrid Character, Mi. 126. 7 | 8 - 
Harthy, Mr, his Preface = Sermons, vii. 14. His 185 of 
Mr. Hervey's Writings, ib. 1 | 
Harveſt, Deſcription of, BY 379: Remarks on, v. 43. | 
Hervey, Rev. James, where born, 1, 1 H.'- Some Account of his 
Anceſtors, 16. His Education, 16. iii. Raters at Lincoln Col-S 
lege, ib. Cllaracter of his Tutors, #6. iv. His intimate Friend- 
ſhip with Mr. John Weſley, ib. v. His favourite Studies at College, 
15. vi. Is ordained Deacon, ib. vii. His firſt Emplòy in the Church, 
. His Employment at Biddeford, 7b. viii; Is hurt by indecent 
Converfation, 7b. ix. Removes from B. ib. x. Plan of his Medita- 
tions, 28. Takes the Livings of Weſton Favell and Collingtree, ib. 
xi. Publiſhes his Remarks on Lord Bolingbroke, 35. xii, His 
Theron and Aſpaſio, ib. xiii; Character of it, 18. This Work is 
variouſly attacked, 76. xiv. His particular Friends, ib. xv. His | 
Correſpondence, 16. His Virtues, ib. xvi. His Illneſs, ib. His : 
Deſign to attack the Reviewers, ib. Rebnilds the Parſonage. ib. 
xvii, His judicious Charity, is. His Temperance, 16. xviii. His 
Weakneſs, ib. xix; His Confidence at Death, 16. His Remarks on 
the Excellency of Scripture as ſpirituat Armour, ib. xx. His Con- 
verſations with Pr. Stonhouſe, 16. xxi. xxiii. His Compoſure and 
Death, 26. xxiv. His Funeral, 16. The Inſcription on his Grave 
| Stone, ib: xxv. His Character and Conduct as a Clergyman, tb, 
xxvi. His Method of catechiſing the Children, ib: xxvii. His Self- 
command, #6. . His Humility, 16. xxviii. His extenſive Learning, 
ib. xxix. His Family Worſhip, ib. xxx. Remarks on his Letters 
to Mr, ]. Weſley and the publiſhing them - contrary to the Author's 
Deſire, 1b. xxxi, xxxii. The Dedication of his Meditations and Con- 
Vor. IV. E & templations 
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 templations- to Miſs R— T, i. iii, iv. The general Deſign of 


them, ib. v, vi. His Apology. for enlarging them, vii. Verſes 
a cecafioned by his Meditations from ſeveral Authors, viii==xix, The ] 
y | _ Wiſh reſpeQting his own Tomb, 16. 47. His Averſion to Perſecu- f 
tion, 25. 124. His Dedication of the Contemplation on Night to * 
Paul Orchard, Eſq. his Godſon, i. cciii—ccvii. The Deſign of his h 
Contemplations on the Night and the Starry Heavens, -76. ecx, cexi. 8 
His Dedication of T heron' and Aſpaſio to Lady F. Shirley, 11. 0 
vii. His Account of the general Deſign of that Work, ib. ix. His G 
Reaſon for writing in Dialogues, ib. x. Why he introduces Scenes - 
from Nature and Sketches of Philoſophy, ib. xi. His Agreement 4 
with the Church of England and with Milton, 26. xvii. His Preface 37 
to his Faſt Sermons, iv. 111. His Reaſons for publiſhing - them, ib. H 
Iii, iv. His Defence of ſome Expreſſions which gave offence, ib. gg. w 
Reje&s his on Righteouſneſs, iv. 153. His Letter to Mr. Donne, it 
with the Sermon which he preached at his Son's Funeral, ib. 207, M 
His Plan for the Contemplation on Night, v. 147. His Plan for 3h 
promoting the ſpiritual Welfare of the Patients in the Infirmary at * 
Northampton, 15. 149. 151. Reflections on che Death of his Brother Re 
ib. 207. On ſitting for his Picture, 26. 246. On publiſhing his 78 
3 ib. 250. He providentially eſcapes from Fire, 15. 326. vi. Do 
His Plan for a. Treatiſe on Goſpel Holineſs, v. 337. The De 

Yr for his Theron and Aſpaſio, 16. 355: Of a Supplement to it, = 
15. 429. On publiſhing that Work, 58. 379. 383. vi. 111. His Let 
Weakneſs and Langour, v. 364. 383. vi 143. 172. 208. 307. 313. f 
vii. 4, 5. His Indifference to Fame, v. 435. His Fund for Charity, 7 
vi. 39. 297. His extreme Weakneſs and dying State, vi. 47. 100. 348. 5 
371. 398. 445. 451. vii. 47. 58: His Deſign of a Catalogue of 5 
Chriſtian Authors, 16. 58. His Openneſs of Temper, ib. 63. His E 
Criticiſms on peculiar Paſſages of Scripture, 16. 59, 60, 61. 65. 178. H 
His Exultation on the Spread of the Goſpel, ib. 117. His Hint for Deli 
a Society for the Redreſs of Grievances, ib. 165. Preſents his Books H 
to Lady F. Shirley, 26. 196. His Patience and Reſignation, ib. 209. H. 
His Views of Death during a dangerous Illneſs, ib. 225. His H 
Account of his own State of Mind, 16. 261. 339. vii. 25. 50. He H, 
Toſes his Father and takes the Living of Weſton, vi. 266. His faſt He 


Sermon there, 16. 27 1. Takes the Living of Collingtree, 16. 275. 
His Defence of Seripture, ib. 268. 278. His Averſion to Praiſe, 76, 
277. Was overthrown in a Carriage, #6. 283. Some Franks are 
Tefuſed bim, ib. 288. 291. His grateful Acknowledgment to Lady 
F— S—, 3. 307. 386. Compares himſelf to an aged Tree, . 3b. 
Prints ths Scripture Promiſes, ib. 357. The Biſhops Behaviour to 
him, ib. 365. His Dedication of Theron and Aſpaſio to Lady F— 


8—, #6. 366. 373, 374. vil. 91. Is Embarraſſed about _— 
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them to the Prince of Wales, vi. 364. 369. Is unfairly charged wich 
Predeſtination by Mr. J. Wefley, ib. 372. His Wiſh for Houbigant's ' 
Hebrew Bible, 16. 375. His Acknowledgement for this valuable 
Preſent, 156. 379. His Requeſt to hear what Faults are found with 
his Writings, 1b. 381. The Biſhop” $ Letter to him, ib. 385. Why 
he prints the Name of Jeſus in Capitals, 7b. 402. Recommends a 
Servant, 16. 415. On his building a new Houſe, 76. 418. 442. His 
Opinion of his own Writings, 6. 435. His Proſpect beyond the 
Grave, ib. 447. Conſults Mr. Ryland on his Publications, vii. 5. 
7. 19. 24. 26. 89. 90. On the Number of Copies he ſhould print, 
ib. 17. On the Manner in which his Works were received, vii. 31. 
33. 49. Corres Mr. Ryland's Writings, 2b. 39. 53. 62. 45. 88. 
His Reluctance to go to Law, 16. 48. On his Anſwer to Mr. J. 
Weſley, ib. 58. 65. Tranſcribes Part of it for the Preſs, but orders 
it not to be pa liſhed; vii. cxii. The Reafon of his Silence to 
Mr. Weſley, vii. 139. Revokes ſome Verſes which he once made, 
ib. 339. Is greatly troubled by his Workmen, 16. 65. 67. His 
Agteement with Mr. S—n, 16. 87. His intended Reply to the 
Reviewers, ib. 73. 78.' 80. Deſcribes their Temper and Genius, 1b. 
78—80. 95. 98. Is objected to by his Friends, 7b. 76. 95. His 
Doubts about it, 25. 97. Is il-treated and threatened, 76. 93. His 
Defence of the Baptiſts, 7b. 100. 
Hervey, Mr. William, his Reafons for publiſhing his Brother's 
Letter to Mr. J. Wefley, Vit. Cxiti. 54 j 

Hatred of God, ii. 526. | : 

Haven, Remarks on, iii. 237. e e ib, 238. 

Head, its Poſition and Excellency, ii. 452: 

Are its Uſe, 11. 469. Its ee. ib, 0 

Heat, Remarks on, i. 185. | : 

Heaven, its everlaſting Joys ſhould 0 our 1 i. ads; The 
Delights of it, 5. 362. The various Degrees of Joy, ib. 75. | 

Heliotropes, their Property deſcribed, i. 148. 

Henry V, Anecdote of him, ii. 208. ; 

Hiſtory, antient, a Selection of, v. 374. 

Heodees, Dr.- Elihn, Remarks on it, v. 281, | 

Bolin, what it is, ii. 1 The Neceffty. of it, 1 180, The 
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. Way of, iv. 8294. 

b, Homer, his Deſcription of a Moon ſhining Night, 1 i. 27 3. 

e + Henefty, Obſervations on, ii. 295. 

y Hooker, the judicious, his. Opinio n of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, ul. 52. 
6, Hopkins, Bp. his Opinion of Chit Righteouſneſs, 11. 2 

to Horace recommends keeping a Di y, ili. 16. 

— Horns, what is is nifed by them, iii. 23 5. 

g  Houbigait's critical Works, 195 on them, v. 410. Qota- 


-m mad from them, UM 411. 413. 415. 429: 
E e How, 


INDEX. 
How, Mr. a beautiful Paſſage from his Living Temple, ii Li. 400, 403. 


Hutehings, Dr. R. his Character, 1. iii. 
- Huygens, Mr. his nn concerning unſeen Stars, 'i i. 582. 


| I 
Zaphet, his Enlargement, iv. 394. 
Fenks, the Preface to his Meditations written by Mr. Hervey, iv. 
314. An Account of Mr. Jenks's Works, 76. 315. Strongly recom- 
mended, 7b. 314—318. 


Jerome, St. his Obſervations on Chriſt's driving out the Buyers 


from the Temple, 11. 428. 
Jewels, Remarks on them, iii. 149. 


Jews, are kept as a diſtinct People, iv. 360. The Reaſons why | 


they ſojourned in Egypt, ib. 381. 383. The Difficulties which they 
encountered, ib. 387. Were conducted by Miracles, 18. Their 


Prejudices againſt the Gentiles, vii. 302. They did not die under 


the Curſe, ii. 84. Their Dreſs, 7b. 197. Their Character, ii. 
2. 102. 
g Immortal Corp, the, of the Perſian King, f i. 127. 
Infant, Reflections on the Death of, i. 10, 11. 
Infidel reclaimed, Anecdote of, vi. 54. 
Iniguity, general, the ſureſt Sign of approaching Judgment, 3 i. 267. 
Tuquifition, the Cruelty of it, ii. 449. 
Inſe#s, Remarks on them, iu. 357. Their Eyes, 3b. Their 
Wings, 16. 358. Their Antennæ, ib. 359, | 
Inſtinct explained, iii. 356. 363. 
Inſtruction, ſpiritual, to be derived from natural Things, V. 16, 
Feb, the wonderful Changes in his Circumſtances, i. 75. In his 


Sufferings was a Type of Chriſt, iii. 169. 

John, St. on his being in the Spirit, vi. 315. 

Jaſepb, Remarks on his Life, iii. 180. 

Iſaac, the meaning of his Name, iii. 312. His Age and Sub- 
miſlion, 7b. 322. | 

Judgments of God are inevitable, iv. 26. The Neceſlity for them, 
ib. 27. Againſt Nations are temporal, ib. 28. 

Judgment, laſt, the Circumſtances which will uſher it in, iv. 15). 

On what at Things it will proceed, 76. 16 3- A particular Deſcription 
of it, i. 72—75. The Conſideration of it ſhould lead to the ſtricteſt 
Enquiry, ib. 75. The Terrors of it, iii. 82. 23 3. 2 Multitades 
collected together, 76. 83. 

Fuſtification, the Importance of the Doctrine, ii. 52. Is abſolute 
and complete, 1b. 186. Is not to be obtained by the Works of Man, 
76. 270. Is by Faith without the Works of the Law, ib. 323. The 
Diſtinction between Pardon and Juſtification, ib. 352. 354. = 
Opinion of the Reformers on Juſtification, 7b. 384. vii. 299. 


— of Clemens on the * ili. 33. The Importance 3 a 
du Jeet, 


a a 


INDEX. 
Subject, vii. 1417 What Juſtification is, ib. 203. Is . 
from Acceptance, ib. 264. 


Juvenal quoted, 1. 135. 
Fuftin Martyr, his Sentiments on Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, m. 54. 


K 

Kennedy, Mr. his perfect 8 with Mr. Hervey in Opinion, 
vi. 133. | 

Kidder, Bp. Account of his Death, i BL. 197. 

Kouli-Khan, his immenſe Wealth, ii. 541. 

Knowledge is very confined here, i. 390. Is ta be a here- 
after, 2b. 391. 

E 

Lark, Reflections on its early riſing, i i. 30. 

Law, divine, the Nature of it, iii. 5. Produces Conviaion of An, 
ib. 15. Endears the Knowledge of Chriſt, ib. 25. The Extent 
of it, ii. 293—295. It reaches to the Thoughts, 16. 297. Its 
Spirituality, 16. 298. Is the Miniſtration of Death, the School- 
maſter. to lead us to Chriſt, 25. 319. It makes no Allowances for 
human Infirmities, ib. 325. It demands perfect and perpetual Obe- 
dience, 26. 326. In what it is weak, ib. 330. The Effects of the 
Law, 16. 331. Is not to be ſet aſide, ib. 333. Its Deſign, ib. 342. 
Its Delivery, ib. 343. How eſtabliſhed by Faith, iii. 95. 

Law, moral, its Nature, vii, 269. Its Demands, 76, 272. What 
is the End of the Law, ib. 294. 

Law, Mr. his Spirit of Prayer and of Love, Remarks on, vi. 152. 
Cenſures on his Writings, vi. 377. 

League, evangelical, how to be improved, vii, 21. 

Learned Men, why they treat Religion with Indifference, vi. 100. 

Legaliſin, an Account of, ii. 260. 

Leighton, Archbiſhop, quoted, his Works nn recom- 
mended, i. 416. 

Leproſy, the dreadful Nature of that Diſorder, ii. go. | 
Letters, Mr. Hervey's, to Mr. Donn, with the Son's Funeral Sermon, 
iv. 207. His Latin Epiſtle to Mr. Charles Thayer, his Comment 
on the Book of Job, ib. 335—342. His Letter on Lord Boling- 
broke's Remarks on the ſcriptural Hiſtory, ib. 35 5—408,—Letters, 
miſcellaneous, of Mr. Hervey to his Siſter, v. 1. 5. 8. 11. 29. 37, 
38. 142. 241. 276. 301. vi. 119. To the Inhabitants of Colling- 
tree, ib. 20. To various Friends, v. 13, To his Brother on his 
going out Apprentice, ib. 136. To his Father, 6. 144 Toa 
Clergyman at Bath on his Sermon on worldly Proſperity, 18. 184. 

To Rev. Mr. Nixon, ib. 259. 281. 291. 296, To his Mother on 
his Father's Illneſs, ib. 297. To two condemned Malefactors, ib. 
421. To Mr. Wi. vi. 117. To Lady Frances Shirley, ib. 
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No INDEX. 


193—457. To Rev. J. Ryland, vii. 1— 108. Eleven Letters to 
Mr. J. Weſley, vii: 139—397. Are ſurreptitiouſſy publiſhed, 34, 
cCxiii.—A Letter to Mr. Hervey from a poor Cottager on preaching 


Chriſt, v. 273. From Mr. Boyſe, vi. 30. From R. W. on — 


troverſy, 1b. 91. 
Leviathan, an Account of, iii. 247. 


Lewenhoek, Mr. his Diſcoveries by the Microſcope, i i. 383. The ; 


Number of Eggs he counted in the Roe of a Cod, iii. 255. 
Liberty, the Blefling of, iii. 404. Chriſtian, the Nature of, Vii, 
372, 373. Of Righteouſneſs, what, 74. 376. | 
Lie, human, the Happineſs of its being ſhort, i. 999 The pen 
Value of it, vi. 55. Its great Uncertainty, v. 30. c 
Light, the extreme Minuteneſs of it, ii. 41. Its amazing Velo. 
city, 1. 382. | | 2 5 
Ligbthouſe, its Deſign, i ni 237. | 
- Lightfoot, his. Quotations on Faith, iii. 339. 
| Lightfoot, Dr. quoted, ili. 11. ä | 
Lips, their Uſe and Beauty, 11. 465. ; 
- Liſbon, Earthquake at, the Sins which might have cauſed it, v. 323. 
- Loadfone, its wonderful Properties, iii. 271. 


Tocuſts, the Deſtruction which they cauſe, 111. 5 Their Number 


and Ravages, ib. 501. 
Love to God, the Excellency of it, iv. 113. 


| Lacas, Dr. his Enquiry after Happineſs roughly recommended, i. 37. 


-Lunacy, the Miſeries of it, iii. 495. 

Lather, an Anecdote of him, iii. 469. Quotation from him on 
Faith, iii. 339. Hymn tranſlated by Mr. Moſes Brown, vi. 156— 
1 22 His Remark on 1the Obedience of in. iv. 148. 


 MalefaZtors, two condemned, Directions and Confolations for them 
v. 421. 

Mas, all Things contribute to his Happlaefs ii. 34. 36. His 
Ruin by Tranſgreſſion, ib. 58. His Inattention to the divine Works, 
5. 153. All Men finned in Adam, 6. 159. Man cannot expatiate 
original Guilt, 36. 169. Man, as a Sinner, ſeeking for Salvation, 
compared to a Ship-wrecked Mariner, 7. 188. His Works compared 
to Bubbles, ib. 228. Cannot be juſtified by his own Righteouſneſs, 
75. 239. His Plea for Acceptance with God, ib. 244. The Imper- 
fection of his Duties, 7b. 246. He is not ſaved by Works, 1b. 248. 
Is an unprofitable Servant, ib. 262. His Actions fall ſhort of what 
is required of him, 16. 304. All his Actions imperfect before God, 
15. 309. Mankind are under the ,Carſe of the Law, ib. 327. Com. 
pared to a wounded Stag, 23. 339. He ſeeks for Salvation, and 

A ib, 341. AD ſeription of his fallen State, 1b. 400, 401, 


& « 4 CT 


TT.. T.. I EY AE TN CEN EDN VE 


INDEX. 


09-40 | Was created in the Image of God, ib. 40g. His fallen 
State, 25. 411. His original Depravity, ib. 417. His natural State, 


ib. 421. The Imaginations of his Heart are evil, 5. 423. His 


Heart is deplorably diſordered, ib. 424. This State illuſtrated by 
the Leper, the Blind, the Paralytic, :5. 425, 426. He is by Nature 


totally depraved, 1b. 425431. A Diſplay of the Perfection of the 


human Frame, ib. 445—492. On the erect Poſture of Man, 16. 453. 
His Senſes and their various Uſes, ib. 474—482. On the Os 
of his Senſes, ib. 482. His Body ought to be devoted to God, 
ib. 489. His deplorable Ignorance, 16. 50. Is depraved by 
Nature, 4. 502. This ſhewn in the Underſtanding, 7b. 497—5 10. 
In the Will, 156. 510—520. In the Affections, ib. 520—528. 
In the Fancy, ib. 528. In the Memory, ib. 529. His Miſ- 
application of Time, 1b. 513. His Fretfulneſs, ib. 514. His 
Love of empty Vanity and Diſreliſn of Truth, 26. 515. His Deſixe, 
how depraved, ib. 521. His Love and Fear, 1b. 522. His Pride, 
ib. 531. His Averſion to Self- examination, 16. 535. His Ignorance 
of his Saviour, 25. 536. His own Works unable to ſave him, 25. 
548. The Preparation wanted for him to receive the Goſpel, iii. 14. 
The Affections he ought to cultivate towards his Maker, ib. 27. 
All his religious Duties and Performances imperfect, 18. 26—37. 39, 
40. His Ignorance of himſelf, 16. 41, His Depravity, ib. 42. His 
Righteouſneſs as filthy Rags, 46. 43. His own Righteouſneſs will not 
avail him at the Day of Judgment, 74. 65. Men are all condemned 
by the unrighteouſneſs of another, 16. 97. His Power is nothing 
when compared with the Power of God, 26. 229. Has loſt the moſt 
excellent Knowledge, ib. 230. Is never ſecure in this Life, 15. 243. 
Is compared to a Fiſh of the Sea, ib. 255. His natural State, 25. 
343. His own Unworthineſs no Obſtacle to receive the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, ib. 367. His Indigence the only Qualification 
required, 16. 374. His Debts due unto God, 2b. 376. His Part 
in the Covenant of Grace, ib. 379, His Holineſs not a Foundation 
for his Faith, ib. 386. His confident Expectation ſoon overturned 
76. 520. Has no Strength in himſelf, b. 533. Ought always to be 
prepared to die, i. 22. His Ignorance of his real Good, 16. 27. 
Neceſſity of Reſignation to the divine Will, 23. Of making his 
Calling and Election ſure, 256. 48. Remarks on his fallen State as 
ſubject to Death, 25. 58. In what Manner he ſhould be employed, 
16. 60. Without Chriſt and Revelation was in Darkneſs, 15. 84. 
Was in Miſery and Deſpair, 18. 88. His Obligation to Chriſt for 
his Creation and Redemption, 26. 102, 103. And Preſervation, 15. 
104. The Virtues of Man are imperfect, 7b. 110. How greatly 
beloved by his Creator, 76. 138, The Gratitude and Adoration 


which are due from him, ib. 139. The World was made for him, 


ib. 140, 141. And all T hings therein, 76. 142, 143. His Mortality 
and Decay, ib. 163. Should ever prepare for the heavenly City, 
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INDEX. 


3b. 170. His Reaſon for praiſing his Saviour, 38. 196. Is never 
alone, ib. 222. The great Work which he has to do, 34. 227. 
Can never be concealed from che Eye of God, ib. 237. His Wretch- 
edneſs without Chriſt, ;þ. 240. His fad State if long deprived of 
Sleep, ib. 241. His total Inſenfibility in Sleep, 3b. 248. Regards 
Trifles but neglects Realities, ib. 256. The Evils to which he is 


ſubje&, 75. 261, He becomes indifferent to the Beauties in Nature - 


through the Want of Religion, ib. 273. Is a dependent Being on 
the San of Righteouſneſs, 45. 275, 276. His own Righteouſneſs 
ever changing, ib. 278. His infinite Diſtance from God, ib. 304, 
305. Is the only diſobedlent Creature, 5. 365. Is called on to 
improve his Time, ib. 371. His Knowledge is nothing compared 
with his Ignorance, 36. 390. The proper Subjects for his Know- 
ledge and Purſuit, ib. 391. Is guilty, ruined, and diſabled, iv. 77— 


79. His Frailty, v. 1, 2. Fell in Adam, ib. 134. Without Hope, | 


ib. 495, The great Difficulty of judging of his Seats,” vi. 107, 
His Righteouſneſs i is filthy Rags, vii. 188, 189. 

Manaſſeb, his Iniquity, yet he obtains Mercy, i. 341. 
Manna, Remarks on its Name, iv. 387. | 


Mariners, an Addreſs to them, at the 8 of Mr. Abrabam 


Dodd, iv. 219. 
Mariners Compaſs, che great Uſe of, LL. 272. 
Marius, Anecdote of him, ii. 436. 


MarfbalP's Goſpel Myſtery of Sanctification eat Iv. 


327—332. iii. 457. On the Obſcurity of ſome Part of his Writings, 
vi. 7 * 

Martyr, his parting with the Bible, i ü. 29. 
Maſon's Odes, Remarks on, v. 434. | 
Meditations on the Death'of an Infant, i. 10, 4 "7 On the Death 


of a Youth, 16. 1 3 On the Death of a youn Man juſt g going to be 


married, ib. 16. Of a Lady who died in Childbed, 74. 22. Of a 
religious Father, 15. 28. On the Dedication and Preface t to the 
Meditations, v. 54. 
 MWedly, Mr, on his corcefing Mr. Hervey' $ Wing vii. 10, 1. 

Mercy-ſeat, what was ſignified by it, il. 80. 

Micriſcope, Obſervations on the Diſcoveries made by 1 it, il. 218, 
An Account of ſome, ib. 219. Remarks « on the Uſe of i it, yi. 219. 

Middleton, Dr. Remarks on his Writing,” v. 162, 

Mines, Remarks on them and their various Contents, 4.1 88. Their 
Contents and Uſe, ii. 147. | 

Minifter of the Goſpel;. his Character and Duties deſcribed, v. 20 
—29. His Honour and Encouragement, ib. 228, Pious, how 


_ abuſed, iv. 15. Compared to Stars, 1. 37² Called on to exalt the 
i 


Saviour, 1b. 199. 
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INDEX. 
Mini iftry of Reconciliation, the Effects of i it, iv. 122. To whom 


particularly addreſſed, ib. 123. 
Miracles of Jeſus were Signs of his ſaving Power, v. 205, * 


of the Moon, 10. 272. Of the Sun, 36. 276. 


Milton, his Deſcription of Hell, i 73: Of the Morning, ib. 108. 

115. 16; 138, 222. 270, 310. 325. 333. 351. His Remark on 
_ Scripture, ii. 19. Quotations from him, 16. 62. His Idea of Sacri- 
fices, 1b. 71. Of the Atonement, 15. 106. Of the ſecond Adam, 


1b. 159. Of the Law, 15. 345. His Deſeription of an Evening, i6. 494. | 
iii. 12. 21. On imputed Righteouſneſs, $5, 56. 60. 191. 203. 236. 403. 


Monaftry, ruins of, Reflections on, iii. 5 10. 

More, Sir Thomas, his Reply, iii. 30g. 

Morning, a Deſeription of, iii. 219. Es | Ee. 

Mortality, the Wiſdom of conſidering it, i. 8. Unenpedted 
Inſtances of it call us to Watchfulneſs, 76. 18. 
Moon, her Riſing and Brightnefs, i. 271, Is a Pattern for Man's 
Imitation, ib. Her Beauty aud Uſe to Man, #4. 272. 274. Her 
Regularity, 18. She ſhines with borrowed Light, 18. 275, The 


Variety of her Motions and Aſpects, i6. 276. Her Eclipſes, ib, 28 1. 


She cauſes the Tides, 1b. 283. 
Mo gſaic Diſpenſation, the End of it, iti. 61. 
Motions of the human Body, ſpontaneous and involuntary, * 
Wiſdom of them, 11. 485. | 
 Mouldineſs, what it is, iii. 350. 
Mirror, cylindrical, the Effects which i it produces, iii. . 
Mirth, Votaries of, an Addreſs to them, i, 262. 
Mountains, their Uſe, iii, 11. 
Mummius, the Conſul, Anecdote of, ii. 317, 318. 
Myftic Authors, Remarks on them, vi. 345. v. 249. Myſtic Divi- 
nity, the Error of, 6. 395. 


N 

webs, Richard, Ewa. Mr. Hervey" s Letter to him, vi. 73. The 
Danger of his State, ib, An Account of a dying Man, 66. 74 

National Crime in the Neglect of the Saviour, vi. 36. 

Nature always intends to delight Man, i. The Changes in it, 
ib. 233, 234. Every Part of it ſwarms with Life, 8. 338. The 
Alterations of it, ib. 407. The wonderful Effects in it, ji. 41. 
Many of the Effects in Nature are not to be accounted for, 7b. 42. 
The Order and Regularity obſervable in it, 76. 151. Its vaſt Supe- 
riority above Art, Iii, 128. Its wonderful Continuance 76. 129. 
Is a Series of Wonders, ib, 135, The ſuperior Excellency of it, 


. #8. 365. How to improve the Scenes of it, vi. 329. 


Nautilus, an Account of, iii. 250. 
Navigation, the Benefit of, iii. 269276, Was the Means of 


bringing t the Goſpel to us, 16. 282. 
Nagariteg 


INDEX. 

. Nazarites, their Character, i ii. 91. . 

Negroes are Deſcendants of Ham, their. 8 iv. 91. 
Nerwves, their immenſe Number, ii. 481. 

Newton, Sir Iſaac, his Calculation of the Heat 0 the 8 of 
1680, i. 266. Of the Size of the Sun, ib. 301. 
Night, a Seaſon for Contemplation, 1. ccxi. Invites to Thought, 
1b. 219. Its Silence, ib. 230. The Ceſſation from Labour, 16. 231, 
Nightingale, the Beauty of her Song, i. 259. 
. Northern Lights, their Appearance, and the Conſternation they 
produced,- ii. 328. 
Neah, Remarks on his Imprecation on Canaan, iv. 36g. | 
| Noſe, Its Uſe, ii. 479. 
Ney, Anecdote of, iii. 44. | 
Mal, and Nubicula, the Difference between them, » vii. 374. 


0 

- Obedience, 73 FRY the Neceſſity of, ii. 181. An 1 of 
Gratitude, 16. 271. Cannot be performed until we are accepted, 
ib. 277. | 0 

Ocean, Remarks on, i. 18 . On its Barriers, iii. 220. Its Motions, 
15. 221. The Reflections it ſhould raiſe, 16. 224. ; 

Old Age, a Deſcription of, i. 36. 

Opinions, Difference of, to be expected and allowed for, i. 345. 

Oratory, or a Place for Prayer, the Uſe of, among the Jews, ii. 439. 

Ordinances, the Uſe of them, „ 

Original Sin, what it is, ii. 163. 168. 415 5. 424. The Univerſality 
and Antiquity of it, 35. 420. N. 

Owen, Dr. his Character, iii. 437. His Account of Faith, ib. 

Ou, Remark on it, i. 254. Its Voice, ib. 956, | 

Þ | a 

Pagans, their i 1 e i. * bes SO of their 
Gods, 1 
Pagan Mythology, Remarks on it, ii. 199. . 

Palæmon's Account of Faith, - ii. 431. 

Panthea, her Grief at her Huſband's Death, iii. 400. | 

Papifts, their Union againſt Proteſtants, iv. 10. Their Objeftions 
to Aſſurance, iii. 433. | 

Parables, Remarks on, ii. 23, 26. On the Parable of the good 
Samaritan, 15. 24. 

Pardon, the Nature of it illuſtrated, ili. 284. 

Parents puniſhed in their Children, iv. 374. 

Park, Deſcription of a beautiful one, ii. IOI, 

Paſeal, M. Anecdote of him, in. 278. 

Paſcal Lamb, an Account of, ii. 72. 


Paſſage down a River deſcribed, 111. 490. . 
| Paſſior- 


INDEX. 


. Paſſion-flower, a Deſcription of, and Remarks on it, i. 150, 151. 


Paul Orchard, Eſq. the Godſon of Mr. Hervey, to whom he do- 
dicates the Eontemplations on Night, i..cciii. The Character of his 
Father, ib. cciv. His Regard for-theiScriptures, 15. His Love of 
improving Company: his — Prayer, 26. ccv. His Humility 
of Mind, 16. A Remark of his, 18. 238. 

Paul, St. his Crime, yet he is forgiven, i. 342. His admirable Ad- 
dreſs, ii. 53. His excellent Reſolution, 16. 99. Remarks on his 
Teaching, 16. 272. Various Opinions concerning the Thorn in his 
Fleſh, ib. 533. On the Righteouſneſs which he renounced, iii. 115. 
His Firmneſs and Conliſtency, ib. 242. Remarks on his Converſion, 
ib. 306, 307. His Labours in preaching the Goſpel, 15. 308. Re- 
marks on the Greatneſs of his Character, 75. 310. His Exertions, 23. 
In what Particulars he did not glory, i iv. 98. In what he did, 7b. 99. 
The reaſons why he gloried in the Croſs of Chriſt, 76. 100. The 
Ground of his Confidence, iii. 540. 

Peace, the Bleflings of, iii. 503, 504. The Ponce of the Goſpel, ib. 
505. Spiritual, on the Enjoyment of, vi. 334. 

Pearſall, Mr. his . on the Ocean, quoted and ap- 
proved, iii. 277. 

Perfection, ſinleſs, e on it, vii. 312. 

Perſeverance, final, maintained, vii. 225. i. 346. Author pointed 
out who have written on that Subject, 26. 

Peſtilence, Remarks on. i. 184. 

Philenor”s Seat and Gardens deſcribed, ul. 398, 399- His _ 
ib. 40 

"Phill of Macedon, Anecdote of him with the Spartans, ii. 238. 
The Obſervations of one of his Courtiers to him, iii. 344. 
| Philoſopher, the, who thanked God for three Things, ii. 441. 

Philoſophers, their Idolatry, ii. 498. Their Ignorance of God, 26. 

. Their fatal Errors, 16. 525. 

Philsfophy, how it ought to be applied, iii. 154. 

Phyficians, Advice to them to promote Religion, vi. 162. 

Plague, the Deſtructidn cauſed by It, iii. 497. : 

Planets, Saturn and Jupiter, their Size, i. 320. 337. 

Plays, Novels and Romances, animadverted on and cenſured, i. 
264, 265. 

Pleaſures of the Imagination, Remarks on that Poem, ii. 480. 

Pliny, his Deſcription of a bridal F eftivity changed to funeral Sor- 
row, i. 16. His Remark on Inſects, iii. 363. 

Polar Star, it's Nature and Uſe, i. 373. 

Politene i, true, an Inſtance of, ii. 211. 

Polypus, an Account of, ui. 250. 

Pok, Nr. Animadverfions on his Annotations, iii. 391. 


INDEX. 


Poor des, Compaſſion recommended to them, iii. 512, 513, 

Pope, Mr. his Remark on Ornaments, Yi. 401. His admirable 
Tranſlation of Homer, i. 273. Remarks on his Afertion that what. 
ever is, is right, i. 136. Juſtly cenſured for maintaining that the 
World was not made for Man, ib. 140. His * on the Nen 
againſt the Proteſtants, iv. 10. 

Faper, it's Character, i. 215. 

Poverty of Spirit, the Excellency of, 1. 2 25 3. 

Praiſe, the Reaſonableneſs of, v. 51. e | 

Prayer, the Duty and Excellency of, 1. 285. A Prayer and Praiſe 
to God for his Mercies of Nature, Providence and Grace, ib. 286— 
289. The Priviledge of it, ib. 350, 351. The Honour and Advan- 

tage of, ib. 357. Of the profane, ib. 405. Is Society, ib. 406. The 
Importance of it, iv. 74. On the Manner in which it is performed, 
ui. 30. Ejaculatory Prayer, the Benefit of it, ib. 31. The Neceſſity 
of it to be directed aright, vi. 183. 

| Preaching extempore, an Inconvenience of it, vi. 404. 

Preagſtination, various Remarks on it, vi. 392, 393. 

Preſs Gang, Anecdote of, iii. 81. 

Pride, the Nature and Univerſality of, ii. 531, 534. The Effects 
it produces, ib. 533. 

Prints indecent, the Exhibition of, me cenſured, ü. 191. 

Prior, Mr. quoted, i. 114. | 

Prodigal Son, Remarks on, i. 340, 

Profaneneſs reproved, v. 376. 

Projection, Remarks on, i. 376. : 

Promiſes Divine, Remarks on them, vi. 222. To be paſted i in 3 
Bible, iv. 311—3 13. 

Propbecies Modern, Remarks on them, vi. 450. 

Pre, perity, worldly, is not a ſufficient Cauſe for a Chriſtian to re- 
joice, v. 185. Is often the ſoreſt and moſt miſchievous Evil, ib. 188, 
It's Influence on the Mind, ib. 1 99. Scriptural Proſperity, the Nature 
of it, ib. 192. 

Providence uſes different "UE to fertilize the Earth and to im- 
prove Man, i. 94, 95. It's conſtant Care is for the Benefit of Man, 
ib. 234, 235. Particularly ſeen in preſerving the Air fit for the 
Life of Man, ib. 235. All it's Ways are excellent, i5. 326. Ex- 
tends to the loweſt as well as the higheſt Creatures, 16. 384. Seen 
in fitting ſome Animals to live in Land or Water, iii. 241. In the 
Colour and Shape of Fiſhes, ib. 252. It's Care extends to every 
Creature, 15. 365. Is the continued Order of Nature, iv. 29. On 
the various Bleſſings of, v. 39. . in, relative to Children, 
vi. 138. 

Pruffia Kiog of, on his Character as a Chriſtian, vi. 446. 


Puritanty 


INDEx. 


Puritans, a Character of their Writings, i ii. 37. Characters of ſe- 


Feral of their Writers, ib. 162. 
Pythagoras, his excellent Maxim, 1. 6. 


| R. 
Rainbow, Remarks on it, i. 183. Of what it is the TY ib. * 
Ranſom, the Nature of, 11. 60. 
Rawlins, Mr. his Sermons recommended, iii. 538, 
Reaſon, it's due Province: it's Arrogance cenſured, i. 264. 
| Rebellion in 1745, mercifully defeated, i. 214. The Deſigns of it, 
ib. 215. 
Reconciliation, an Account of, iv. 120. To God muſt be previous 
to the Performance of holy Duties, v. 304. Fully infiſted on, 76. 30g. 
Redemption, the Cauſe and the Effects, and the End of it, ii. 275. 
The Wiſdom of it, 16. 64. The Wiſdom and Goodneſs of it, ib. 137. 
The Advantages reſulting from it, 76. 1 d on The Comfort of 
it, 16. 
Regeneration, ſpiritual, ii. 435. The Neceſlity of being renewed, ib. 
Relations, the Death of, Reflections on, v. 145. 
Religion perfectly conſiſtent with the neceſſary Buſineſs of Life, 1, 
299. The Joys of, why prevented, iii. 429. Is a Subject of glory- 


ing, iv. 108. Is favourable to true Politeneſs, ib. 273. Exemplified 


ü in the Character of Camillus, ib. 274. Hints for promoting it in 
ourſelves and others, 76. 304—310. Is highly rational, vi. 159. 

Religious Society, the Plan of one, v. 154. 158. 

Repentance, Motives to it, ii. 141. e 

Reproach, Conſolations againſt it, v. 280. 

Refignation to the divine Will, vi. 371. 

Reſurrection, the Comforts of it, 1. 64. 

Revenge of the Romans againſt the Murderers of Cæſar, iii. 294. 

Rewiewers, their Severity to Mr. Jenks's Meditations, v. 436. Their 
Conduct to Mr. Brine, vii. 30. 35. Mr. Hervey's Expectations from 
them, ib. 52. Their Treatment of Mr. Jenks's Meditations, ib. 7 3. 
Specimens of them, with Mr. H's Replies, 26. 77—78. Their true 
Temper and Genius deſcribed, #6. 78, Their Remarks on Mr. 
Jenks, ib. 99. | 

Ribs, their Conſtruction and Uſe, li. 447. 

Ricbes, the Vanity of truſting to them, iv. 63. 

Ridley, Mr. his Remark on Hannibal, iv. 389. 

| Righreous, their Happineſs in Death, i. 40. Their Happineſs in 
the Reſurrection, ib. 76. Their Confidence, iii. 238. Their com- 
plete Happineſs of Body and Soul at the Reſurrection, 7b. 540. Are 
to glory in Chrift, iv. 108, Their true Character, 2 187. The 


| LM have in their Death, ib. 191, 
| Rig 
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INDEX. 


Righteoufurfi imputed, Remarks on the Term, ii. 40. The Term 
defined, ib. 43: Illuffrated by the Scape Goat, ib. 46, 47. Diftin- 


guiſhed into a&ive and paſive Righteouſneſs, ib. 51. Objections to 


imputed Righteouſneſs, ib. 153. Is not infuſed but imputed, 76. 171, 
Inherent and imputed Righteouſneſs diſtinguiſhed, 7b. 175. How 
this Doctrine may be abuſed, z5. 177. In what Manner it promotes 
Repentance, Reformation, and Holineſs, ib. 178. Is juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs, iii. 6. This Doctrine pleaſing to the Trinity, 2b. 11. 

The Obſtacles againſt it, 25. 13. The meritorious Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, 18. 46. The Opinion of the Homilies on that Subject, 4. 48. 

The Opinion of ſeveral eminent Divines on that Subject, ib. 49—56. 

The Texts of Scripture which ſupport it, ib. 58. Is called the 
Righteouſneſs of God, ib. 59. Was prefigured by the Clothing of 
Skin which our firſt Parents received, ib. 60. In what Manner de- 
ſceribed in Scripture, 15. 67. Is the Origin of our Juſtification and 
Happineſs, 1b. 72. Is called the White Raiment, ib. 79. Is the 


main Pillar of our eternal,Welfare, ib. 214. The Delight reſulting 


from it, 16. 215. A Prayer fer this Righteouſneſs, 16. 217. Im- 
puted Righteouſneſs produces Pardon, ib. 284. Reſtoration to Fa- 

vour, i6. 286. The Influence of the Holy Spirit, is. 288. All 
Bleſſings refult from it, 1b. 289. This Doctrine does not encourage 
Ungodlineſs, 10. 290. The Influence of it, ib. 291. Is a Source of 
Conſolation, ib 329. Luther's Remark on it, ib. 345. Is a rich 
Donation, ib. 376. Is the Robe of Believers, ib. 428. Is the ſure 
Refuge, 186. 500. Is a Comfort under every Affliction, 75. 538. It's 
Influence at Death and Judgment, ib. 539. Is compared to the Sun, 
25. 542. A ſummary of the bleſſed Effects of this Righteouſneſs, 78. 


543. A Prayer for it, ib. 544. Is the unſpeakable Gift, ib. It's 


Dignity and Excellence, iv. 52. vii. 325. Various Objections 
ſtarted againſt this Doctrine, vi. 169. vii. cxvi. The moral Influence 
of this Doctrine, vi. 183. Is everlaſting Righteouſneſs, ib. 279. 
Is glorious, ib. 337. The completeneſs of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
vii. 167. The ſpiritual Effects of it, ib. 178. Is brought in by 
Chriſt, 76. 235: The Dogs of Error e it, 25 247- Was 


„„ 


Adam, ib. ns. Maintained, 1. 192. A Character of various eminent 
Authors who have written on the Subject, 7b. 192, 198+ 
 Rime, thick, Remarks on, i. 40. 


Rio de la Plata, an Account of the greatneſs of that River, i 11, got. | 


Rifeng early, the excellency of it, 1, 81. _ 

Rechefter, Lord, by what Means he was Converted, ü. 98. 
Rollin, his Works highly recommended, ii. 202. | 
ens, Mr. on his Preaching, vi. 233. 
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Romans, their Character and Conduct, ii, 408, 
Roman Empire prepared the Way for the Goſpel, iii. 489. 
Romulus, Anecdote of him, ili, 418. 
Roſe, on preſenting one to a Lady, vi. 142. 
Rowe quoted, iv. 113. 


Ryland, Rev. J. is conſulted by Mr. Merrey concerning the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt's Life, vii. 4. Concerning his Publications, 76. 7. 


Recommends the Evangelical League, 76. 21. His Treatiſe on full 
Aſſurance of Faith, 16. 45. 57. His Works are corrected by Mr, 
Hervey, ib. 39. 45. 53. 55. On his Plan for the Education of Youth, 
ib. 56, His Treatiſe on Faith, vii. 94. 5 

Ba 5 MP: HIS HATE: of revealed Religion, vi vi. 166. 


8. 


Sabbath, how to be ſanctified, iii. 32. The SE ae Dake of i it, , 
iv. 1 2. The Laws of the Realm which condemn the Profanation of 


it, vi. 181. | 

Same! of the Lord's Supper, it's Nature and Importance, by 
whom appointed, iv. 172. The Ends for which appointed, 16. 
174—177. The Bleſſings to be obtained by it, 16. 178—183. 

Sacrifices vicarious, Remarks on, v. 291 

Sacrifice propitiatory, in Uſe among the FREY 11. 66, The 
Nature and Deſign of it, 7b. 68. | ROS 

Saliva, the Uſe of it, 11. 465. 

Salvation is of Grace, not of Works, ili. 257, All the Particalars 
are of Grace, ib. 258. 

Sanctuary Jewiſh, a Pattern of heavenly Things, i i. 95. 


Sand of the Sea, Remarks on iii, 223. The Number of, ib. The 


Extent of, ib. 223. 
Saints, the State of their Souls immediately after Death, and 5 


vious to the Reſurrection, vi. 16, 17. Their happy Ce 16. 18. 
San#ification, the Neceſſity of, ii. 49. | 
Sanderſon Bp. his Opinion of the Goſpel, iii. 52. | 
Satisfaction of Chriſt explained, vii. 151—158. Satisfaction not 

to be made by Sinners, 16. 169. 

Saul, his Rage againſt David, ii. 200. 

Scipio, Anecdote of him, 11. 204. ONE pn” 

Scriptures, compared with Milk, ii. xxiv. Are the Records of re- 
deeming Love, i. 354. Their divine Contents, 16. 355. Are the 

Chriſtians polar Star to direct his Way, 26. 374. The Variety in 


them, ii. 14. Their Sublimity, 16. 15. Their Antiquity, ib. 16. 


Their Repreſentations of God, ib. 17. They Comfort in Affliction 
and Death, 1b. 20, 21. Their Language and Contents, ib. 27, 28. 
They teach us by Types and Allegories, ib. 93. They every where 
treat of Chriſt, "ih. * Were written for all, 1b. 113. The Deſign 
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of 
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INDEX: 


of them, iii. 107. The Freedom of thais Invitation, 1 390. The 
expreſſive Figures they uſe, 7b. 403. Their Excellency, iv. 13: 
Remarks on the Chronology of Scripture, ib. 353. The wonderful 
Subjects which they contain, #6: 357, 362. The hiſtorical Parts de- 
fended, .iv. 363. They could not be Interpolated, iv. 368. The 
good Effefts which they are calculated to Produce, iv. 406. The 
Excellency of them. ii. 13. v. 392. vi. 204, 205. 

Sea is the grand Reſervoir, iii. 260. It's Exhalations, i. 261. 
The Advantages of it to Mankind, #6. 262. It's Tides, ib. 265. 
It's Purity, ib. 266. It connects the remoteſt Countries, ib. 268. 
Is the Vehicle of Commerce, ib. 269. The Benefits of it's Tides, is, 
270. The Articles it brings and the Employment it affords, ib. 


275. How little of it we know, ib. 278. The Uſe of it, i. 101. 


It's Changes, iii. 242. It's Inhabitants, ib. 246. 

Ses Plants, the peculiarity of them; 1 iii. 2 5 7. 

Sea Mew, an Account of, 11. 240. 

Sea Water, on converting it into pure Water, iii. 261. 

Szeds, the Variety of them: ſome ſeattered when Ripe, ili. 352. 
Others guarded, ib. 353. Of Flowers, Remarks on them, i. 137. 

Seneca, his Reflection on departed Spirits, i. 42. His Remark on 
Company, ib. 221. On the divine Preſence, 11. 11. His Idea of 
Expiation, ib. 66. 

Sennacherib, the Inſcription on his Statue, v. 3 69. 

* 2 Examination, the Reluctance to it, ii. 535. 
If-Tmportance to be rejected, Ui. 340. 

3 the Excellency of it, iii. 18. 

Self Love, the Evils of it, 111: 298. 

Senſitive Plant, Remarks on it, i. 154: 

Shakeſpear quoted, iii. 219. 294. 

Sheba, Queen, her Viſit to King Solomon, TA 20g. 

Shells, Remarks on the Variety of them, iii. 251. 

Shell-Fih, the Proviſion made for their Safety, iii. 25 i 

Shem, the Bleſſing beſtowed on him, iv. 394: | 
Sberloct, Dr. his ludicrous and Socinian Writing, vi. 45- 

Ships, Remarks on their Sailing, iii. 270. 

Shirley Lady Frances, the Dedication of the Theron and Aſpafo, 
to her, ii. i—vii, Mr. Hervey's Letters to her; vi; 193: The Rea- 
- ſons for publiſhing thoſe Letters, ib. 191-2. His pious Wiſhes for 
her, ib. 203. She deſires her Letters to be deſtroyed, ib. 229. Their 
Contents to be concealed, 7b. 249. Her ſerious Reſolution, ib. 250. 
Reflections on her Illneſs, ib. 257. 395. Admits the Dedication to 
her, #6. 282. Declines the Dedication, ib. 284. 286, 287. An Ap- 
- plication for her Charity, ib. 297. 299. Her Generoſity towards 
Mr. H. 25. 307. 3 59. Deſires her Letters to be burnt, ib. 358. 439. 

" conſulted concerning his Publication i in 3 Vols. vi. — 


— 
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INDEX. 


the « Dedication of Theron and Aſpaſio to her, vi. 362, 363. Her va. 


rious and valuable Preſents to him, 7b. 379. 443. Her very early 
Riſing, ib. 383. Her Remarks on the Books which ſhe reads, vi. 390. 


Her Objections to Predeſtination, zb. 392. Her Converſation with 


Mr. T—, 16. 409. On her lending Theron and Aſpaſio, 7b. 416. 
Complains of Impatience of Temper, ib. 420. 
 Sbuckford, Dr. commends Mr. H.*s Remarks on Lord Bolingbroke, 


vi „ 
Sidney, Sir Philip, Anecdote of, vi. 162. 


Sin, the dreadful Nature of it illuſtrated by the Leproſy, i ii. 90, 


91. The Puniſhment due to, 156. 130. The Evil and Malignity 
of, 15. 414. Its Folly, ib. 419. Is the moſt pernicious Evil, ;4. 522. 
The Deſtruction which it has cauſed, iv. 29. The Evil of it, 18. 71. 


The Wages of it, Death, v. 422. The firſt Approaches to it to be 


avoided, i. 155. The Enormity of its Guilt, 26. 309. 311. Its 
Enormity and Danger, iii. 37. | 

Sinners, their Inability to ſave themſelves, iii. 417. Their Cha- 
racter, ib. 427. The Goſpel is addreſſed to them, 16. 471. Are 
compared to various Metals, iy. 25. Are directed to fly to Chriſt, 
ib. 56. To receive his Salvation, 76. 111. 

Szſera, the Mother of, her Fondneſs for Dreſs, i. 113. 

Skin, its Conſtruction and Uſe, ii. 458. Its Pores, 1b. 459. 

Shy, the Clearneſs and Beauty of, 1. 333- The grand Canopy of, 
34 
| Slew, the great Benefit of it, 1. 241. 1 4 Gift of God, 4. 242. 

Sluggard, ſpiritual, deſcribed, ii. 5 13. 
| Small-pox, Reflection on, vi. 120. 5 


Snails, Remarks on them, iii. 359, 360. 
| Snow, Remarks on, vi. 309. i. 412. It is a Garment to the Corn, 


ib. 41 

Bag, Rev. Mr. on his republiſhing 3 Plays, vii. 75. His 
_ dilatory Conduct, 25. 103. His Neglect of Buſineſs, 16. 104. 106, 
107, 
Societies, Rules and Orders of religious, iv. 291—294. 300. The 
Offices of Devotion ufed at them, ib. 294—299. 

Socrates, Anecdote of him, ii. 405. His habitual Swearing, ib. 406. 
Anecdote of his Modeſty, ib. 192. 

Soldier, the Execution of one, applied to the divine Mercy of the 
Saviour, vi. 259. = 

Solitude, the Advantages of, i. 220. The Safety of, ib. 221. 

Solomon, Remarks on his Character, ii. 212. An Account of the 
8 i. 116. Remarks on his Wiſdom and Character, ili. 223. 
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INDEx. 
The Diſcoveries he made of what is 3 i. 224. Remarks on 
his Idolatry, 76. 498. 

Sophronia, Reflections on hee dying i in Child-bed, i. 23. 

Sorrow, its Effects on the Mind, iii. 342. 

Soul, the Salvation of it, iv. 84. Of Man, the ſuperior Excelleney 
of, i. 387. More valuable than the World, 26. 388. There is not 
any Thing to be compared with its Salvation, ib. Of Man, on its 
Entrance into the eternal World, 1. 41. 

Sowereignty, divine, Vit. 394 

Spartan Mother, her Charge to her Son, iii. 401. 

Spectator, quoted, 1. 1 15. 137. The excellent Hynm this, ib, 
393. Remarks on the, vi. 120. 

Speech, the Excellency of it, ii. 484. 

| Spencer, Quotation from, ii. 517. Fairy Queen, Remarks on, vi. 68. 

Spider, an Account of it, iii. 361. 

Spring, its Beauties, 1. 397. The ſpiritual, vi. 216. Improve 
ment of it, 76. 431. | 

Spirit, Holy, his Influence compared to Dew, i. 90. His Support, 
to drinking of the Brook by the Way, 76. 93. His Influence illuf- 
trated by Attraction, ib. 381. The Neceſſity of his Influence, ii. 54. 
The Fruits of the Spirit, 16. 276. His Operation, iii. 108, 10g. 
This Influence a Benefit of Chrift's Righteouſneſs, 16. 288. His 
Influence in producing Faith in the Heart of Man, 16. 410. The 
Need of his Influence to underſtand the Scriptures, iv. 404. His 
Perſonality and Divinity vindicated, v. 7 5—85. He is maintained 
o be a proper Object of divine Worſhip in Oppoſition to the Objec- 
- jon of Mr, Tomkins, 76. 94—128. Juſtin Martyr's Opinion on this 

Subject, 15. 101. Baptiſm in his Name, an Act of Worſhip, ib. 116, 
217. Is the Lord of the Harveſt, ib. 124. Is worſhipped by Angels, 
76. 125. Is able to help our Infirmities, ib, 127. Applies the 
Work of Salvation to Man, #6. 242. His divine Influence, vi. 450, 

Stag Chaſe, a Deſcription of, ii. 335, 3 36, 337. 

Stage, Cenſure on it, v. 352. | 
Stars are Centers and Suns to their Worlds, i. 302. Their Order 
and Regularity, 75. 323. Are all obedient to God, jb. 363. Their 
immenſe Numbers, ib. 368. Are at ſuch a Diſtance as not to be 
magnified by Glaſſes, zb. 369. 

Starry Heavens, the, declare the Glory and the Goodneſs of God, 

- 295. 327. Are Proofs of the divine Power, ib. 315. Are arranged 
n the fineſt Order, ib. 322. The Immenſity of them, ib. 337. They 
divide our Time, 25. 371. Are univerſally admired, 36. 373. Their 
Variety, 25. 375. The Immenſity of their Diſtance, ib. 383. The 
Sight of them elevates the Mind, 16. 389. The Effect they ſhould 
have = us, ib. 392. 
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States, different, iv. 72. Thoughtleſs State, 16. 7274. Prayer · 
leſs State, 7b. 74, 75. Inſenfible State, ib. 75. 

Staynoe, his Remark on imputed. Righteouſneſs, ii. 157. The 
Character of his Writings, v. 391. His Character, vi. 186. 

Sternbold, Mr. Remarks on his Lamentation of a mn 1. 82, 

Stockius's Remark on ayiatw, iii. 531. 1 

Stomach, its Poſition and Uſe, ii. 464. 

Stonehouſe, Dr. his Character, vi. 174. Objects to Mr. Hervey's 
Anſwer to the Reviewers, vii. 76. His ſevere IIlneſs, v. 224. His 
providential Eſcape, vi. 3). 

' Stonehouſe, Mrs. an Account of her Illneſs and Death, v. 165, 166. 


Stonehouſe, Mrs. Anne, Remarks on Cha Character, and an Account 


of her Monument, i. 24, 25. | 
Storms, Deſcription of, i. 401. At 280 ib. 402. 


Stow, an Account of, 1. 2. 


| Sufferings of Man leſs in Reality than in Appearance, i 1. 408. Of | 
Chriſt, the Severity of them, 11. 133. 


Summer, its Beauties, i. 397. | 
Sun, its Majeſty, i. 82. A Perſon's Remark concerning it it, ib. 83. 


Was worſhipped by the Heathens, 75. 84. Its Energy and univerſal 


Influence, ib. 86. 178. Its Chearfulneſs, 13. 87. Its Rays are dif- 
fuſive and uncenfined, 18. 88. The Effects of it in a ſultry Day, 18. 


165. Setting Sun, a Deſcription of, 16. 217. Affords his Light to 


the Moon and Planets, ib. 275. Its Size, ib. 3of. Is placed at the 


propereſt Diſtance from us, 16. 324. He withdraws in Winter, 13. 
398. Its Power and Influence, iii. 144, 145. Its Motion, 16. 146. 


Its univerſal Influence, iii. 542. The Ty and Splendor of, 11. 
242. | 

. Sun-dial, the Motto on one, i. 229. 
Sundays, Conſideration on viſiting on them, iv. 263. It is unſafe, 
16. 264. It breaks the divine Command, . 265. It grieves the 
Holy Spirit, ib. 266. Arguments for viſiting anſwered, ib. 267—270. 

Sun-fiſb, Remarks on, iii. 249. 

Sapererogation, Works of, Remarks on, iii. 176. 

Surety, the Nature of, iv. 137. g 

Sxwearing, profane, how common, iv. 1 3. | 

Saut, Dean, his Death and Deſign, vi. 167, 

Sauine, Remark on the Miracle of them, iii. 197. 


Sword. ſiſb, an Account of, iii. 249. 


Tabernacle, the Feaſt of, a Type of the Incarnation, vi. 349. 
Tacitus, Remarks on his Character, iv. I 
Te = the Senſe of, u. 480. 
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Faybr, his Objections to the Doctrine of original Sin, v. 32, 428. 
Teetb, their Poſition and Uſe, ii. 461. Their Variety, 16. 462, 
Temper, command of, ii. 53. Remarks on e of he in 

religious Diſputes, ib. 1 54 
* Tempeſt, Remarks on, i. 401. 

Temptations, the Benefit of them, vi. 301. 

Terms of Salvation, Objections to, vii. 237. 

Tides of the Sea, the Uſe of them, i. 283. 

Time, its Swiftneſs and Shortneſs, i. 225. Its End, 13. 228. Its 
immenſe Value, ib. 229. The Importance of the preſent Moment, 


55. 233. The Neceſſity of Redeeming it, ib. 53. In what Manner 
it is ſquandered away, 7b. 260. The Importance of it, ii. 9. How | 


to improve it, v. 276. 
Thaw, the Effects of it, i. 415. 
Thayer, Mr. Remarks on his. Comment on the Book of Job, 


iv. 335—342- 

T heocritus quoted, 1 1. 1 57. 

Theron, his Character, ii. 1. His Companions, 4b. 3- A Deſerip 
tion of his Seat and Gardens, 7b. 30, 31. Objects to imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs, 2b. 37. His Objections continued, ib. 176. A Deſerip- 
tion of his Library, 15. 189. And the Furniture of it, 36. 217. 
Deſcription of his Pictures, ib. 190—216. A Deſcription of his 
Summer-houſe, i6. 315. His Uneaſineſs at his Unworthineſs, iii. 367, 
The Alarm of his Mind, 75. 385. The State of his Mind, 76. 345. 

Theron and Aſpafio, Letters on the general Character of them, vi 
134. Further Particulars of, #6. 176, Their general Reception, ib. 
402. The Plan of this Work, vii. 7. . 

Thirft, Remarks on, ili. 301. 

Thompſon quoted, i. 111. CCx1. 326. 328. 386. iii. 132. 219. 
His Sophoniſba quoted, ib. 495. 

Thunder-/torm, a Deſcription of, iii. 465. The Effects of i it, 76. 466. 
Tomkins, Mr. his ObjeQions to worſhip the Holy Ghoſt, the Cha- 


racer of them, v. 94. 
Tompſen, his Poem on Sickneſs, v. 378. 
Toplady, Mr. his Recommendation of two of Mr. ney” s Ser- 


mons, iv. 133. 
Torpedo, its remarkable Property, iii. 249. 
Travellers, two, Anecdote of, 11. 256, 2 57. Feet, their Pofition 


and Uſe, ib. 446.. 
Treatiſe on viſiting the Sick wanted, vi. 153. 
Trees, the various Uſes to which they are applied, iii. 134, 135. 
Trent, Counſel of, Cenſure of it, iii. 433. Council of, quoteg, 


; Vit. 187. 
Trinity, ſacred, v. 111, 112. Remark 00, ili. 229. 
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Fevilight, the Advantages of it to Man, i. 219. 
Tyrteus, the Poet, Character of his Writings, v. 420. 


Types, the Inſtruction conveyed by them, iv. 384. A Caution 
againſt carrying them too far, ii. 96. The Nature of them, ib. Ip 


| U | 
Underſtanding, the, its fallen State, ii. 497. Is likened to the 
Mole, 74. 503. Its Weakneſs, ib. 505. Its Inſenſibility, i6. 567. 
Univerſe, the Greatneſs of the Syſtem, i. 302, 303. 337. The 
' immenſe Grandeur of it, i. 382. Is the Temple of God and the 
Book of Wiſdom, ib. 392. Hymn on it, 156. 393. 

Union between Chriſt and Believers, iii. 330-337. Illuſtrated by 
ſeveral Figures, ib. 330337. The delightful Effects of this Union. 
ib. 335. 337, 338. 341. 
rim and Thummim, the Si n of them, ii. 546. 

Uber, Archbiſhop, his Obſervations on Proſperity, v. 189. 


| 1 
Vault, Releclions on entering it, i. 49. 
Venn, Mr. quoted, iv. 151. 
Verſes, Copy of, on the Renovation of a Sinner, vi. 108. 
Vieins, their Uſe, ii. 456. And Beauty, 76. 459. 
Vices, the Miſery which they produce, iii. 496. 
Virgil, a great Favourite with Mr. H. vi. 22. His Excellency, i. 
254. His Opinion of the Country, iii. 4. Critique on, ib 218. 
Virtue, Chriſtian, the Excellency of 1 It, V. 3, 4+ 
Vifion, beatific, when to be enjoyed, vii. 311. | | 
Vitringa, his Critique on Ifaiah xl. 1 5. commended, i. 304. 
| His Remark on the Word Ins + iii. 289. 


W 


Wales, Prince of, the Improbability of his attending to Mr. H. 's 


Sentiments, vi. 351. 369. Reflections on his Death, ib. 205. On 
his Funeral, 16. 211. Fayourable Character of, ib. 450. 
Walker, Mr. of Truro, his very excellent Charter, v. 438. His 

religious Societies, ib. 439. 
War, the Devaſtation cauſed by it, ili. $14, 51 5. 
. Warburton, the Character of his Sermons, vi. 122. | 

Warton, Mr. Remarks on his Edition of Virgil, v. 449. 

Warwick, Earl of, Anecdote of, vii. 364. 
Watch, Remarks on it, iii. 134. 

Water of Life, what, i iii. 468. 2 

Pater, to what it is compared in Scripture, i 1. 92, 93, The vaſt 


ran of Globules in a Drop of Water, iii. 228. Called by the 


Hebrews a Cy” ib. 262. Its Uſe to — ih. 263. 
| Water · 
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e er, an Account of its Violence, iii. 244» | 
Watts, Dr. Orthodoxy and Charity united, vi. 141. Remarks on 
his Obſervations on the Worſhip of the Holy Spirit, v. 122. 
Wedding-garment, Parable of, explained, iii. 371. | 
Wefley, Mr. Remarks on his Preſervation from unſettled Notions 
in Religion, vi. 97. His unfair Dealing, 16. 105. On his two 
Letters to Mr. Hervey, ib. 146. Charges him with Predeſtination, 
ib. 372. His Attack on Theron and 5 vii. 41. 43. 58. On 
the Manner in which he anſwers, 16. 61. Publiſhes his Preſerva- 
tive againſt unſettled Notions in Religion, vii. exii. His'Letter to 
Mr. J. Hervey, vii. cxiv—cxxxvii. His Objections to the Phraſe, 
imputed ighteouſneſs , ib. cxiv. His Examination of Theron and 
Aſpaſio, ib. cxiv—cxxxvil. The Controverſy kept up by Mr. W. 
#6. cxxxviii. Objects to Chriſt ſatisfying the Law, 16. 153. To the 


Expreflion, the World of Believers, # . 160, His Hymn quoted | 


againſt, himſelf, vii. 163. 174. 324. The Reaſon why he oppoſes 
imputed Righteouſneſs, 16. 187. Makes ſeveral Juſtifications, ib. 205; 
Remarks on the Brevity of his Writing, ib. 210. His Refinement, 
ib. 211. His Objections againſt final, Perſeverance, 15. 226. His 
Remarks on the Character of David, 1b. 248. He joiys together 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs and Man's Works, 16. 264. His Inconſiſtency, 
ib. 308. 342. His Manner of Arguing, ib. 311. His Idea of Infir- 
mities, popiſh, ib. 318. Objects to wearing Jewels, ib. 365. His 
Remarks on Abraham's offering up his Son, ib. 384. 

We/tminſter-abbey, Animadverſions on the improper Figures admit- 
ted or as Monuments, iii. 402. The Antiquity of that Church, 
#b. 40 

We ol Mr. H. 's Deſcription of i it, vi. 271. 

Whitefield, Mr. on his Arrival in America, vi. 2 61. 260. His 
ready Friendſhip, 76. 291. Is at enen, vii. 38. Obſervations on 

his Conduct, vi. 415. 

Wicked, their Miſery at the laſt, i. 68. Their Death, FY They 
pray at the laſt, 25. 69. Their Agonies and Deſires of Life, ib. 70. 
Their Reſurrection and Appearance at Judgment, 16. 71, 72. They 
could not be happy if admitted into Heaven, 76. 255. Their Foun- 
dation compared to a Flood, 16. 279. They make the divine Power 
their Enemy, 16. 319. Will endeavour in Vain at the laſt Day to 
to conceal themſelves from God, ui. 233. 8 

Wild Beaſts, on their inhabiting the Wilderneſs, iii. 136. 

Will, its fallen State, ii. 5 115 20. Is free to Ill, #b. 517. Is 
enſlaved to Luſt, 75. 519. | 

Winds, Remarks on them, ili. 142. Their Force, ib. Their Uſe 
by Sea and Land, 26. 143. 
» Winter, Reflections on it, i. 398. Shortneſs of the mn and the 


Appearance of * at that Time, 16. The Gloom of ſome Days 
in 


INDEX. 


in Winter, 786. Its Night i in a Storm, 16. 403. Its clear and bright 


Days, 76. 410. 
Wiſdom, true, the Nature 7. 


Withus recommended, iii. 62. Quoted, 76. 76. 
WWitherſpoon's Eſſay on the Connection between the Doctrine of 


Juſtifcation by the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt and Holineſs of 
Life recommended, vi. 170. On the Nature and Effects of the Stage, 
v. 352. His Cenſure on the Stage, vii. 75. Obedience, its proper 
Place, 15. 193. 

Word of God, i. 414. The Power of, 1. 30. 

Works, good, when improperly applied, vi. 12. Of God, the 
Wiſdom and Excellency of them, 1. 297. 

World, its Enmity to Piety, vi. 419. Meaning of it, iii. 423. 
On the Diſappointments of it, vi. 280. 291. 329. The Love of it, 
the Danger from it, i. 35. The World was made for Man, 6. 139. 
Its Beauty and the Greek Name for it, ib. 143. A Deſcription of it, 
ib. 221, The Pleaſures of it compared to. Sb and Ignis 
fatuus, 16. 264. All the Things of the World are ever changing as 
the Moon, 16. 277. 

Wren, Remarks. on it, iii. 356. 


X 


Xznophon, Remarks on his Cyropcedia, iv. 399. His Account of 


the Retreat of the ten thouſand Greeks, ii. 195. 


CY „ 
Young, Dr. his Night Thoughts ſtrongly recommended, i. 8. 63. 

74. 111. 164. 171. 291. 295. 306. 357. 382. 389. Quotations from 

him, 11. 61. 78. 107. 147. iii. 207. — 372. 385. iv. 107, 108. 

276: 323. 402. vi. 88. 

2 outh, Reflections on the Death of a, i. 12. 


| Z 
Zaleucus, Aan of, ii. 62. 
Zeno, his Remark on a loquacious Perſon, ii. 3. 


* RRATA. 


Val. i. p. 294. L 20. for -Brams read Beans. / 


p. 350. I. 1. for World read Word. 
v. p. 326. I. 1. for Sin read Fire. 
vii. p. 18. 1. 18. for contingal read contingat. 
P. 47. l. 6. for dies read diis. 
p. 87. l. 12. for Argument read Agreement. 
P- 101. I. 10. for Halicem read Halicarnaſſus. 


